
The Clean
Water Team 
Rain brings lots of debris

into storm drains. Students
explain how they will keep
rivers and creeks clean. 

———
Here is something you

could do to help. First, don’t
litter because the wind can
put trash in the rivers and
creeks. Next, don’t throw
your old tires or broken furni-
ture into rivers. Don’t throw
plastic or glass or cans. All
those items can hurt people
and creatures that swim in
the rivers and creeks. Lastly, I
will help keep rivers and
creeks clean but if I see some-
body throwing any items that
are bad, I will say, “Give it to
me.I will throw it away prop-
erly if you don’t want to.”

Izabella, 3rd grade 
I would start by not

throwing trash, old toys and
any kind of oil in the river.

Jenny, 4th grade 
I would tell people that the

creek is where a lot of animals
are and they depend on the
water. They might think the
trash is food and eat it. If an
animal eats plastic or other
trash, they would die. So, if
someone is leaving trash on
the ground, tell them to pick
it up because we don’t want
any animals to die.

Tania, 3rd grade 
We can do many things to

help keep rivers and creeks
clean. First, you could recycle
and not litter. Next, do not
use rivers and creeks as an
oil-spill zone. In addition,
don’t throw beer cans or any
kinds of bottles or anything
except rocks in our rivers.
Never, ever, throw anything in
our rivers and creeks. That’s
why we have trash cans!

Brian, 4th grade 
I would put up a poster in

my school asking for kids to
volunteer to help clean up
the creeks. We would pick
one day and wear old
clothes and gloves and
boots. With help from our
parents, we could drag old
trash out of the creeks and
then get our parents to take
it to the dump or get rid of it
the proper way.I want to
help keep our rivers and
creeks clean.

Jocelyn, 5th grade 
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Inflatable Room Being Built For Space Station

LAS VEGAS (AP) — NASA is partnering with a commercial space
company in a bid to swap out the cumbersome “metal cans” that now
serve as astronauts’ homes in space for inflatable bounce-house-like
habitats that can be deployed on the cheap.

A $17.8 million test project will send an inflatable room that can be
compressed for delivery into a 7-foot tube to the International Space
Station, officials said Wednesday during a news conference at North
Las Vegas-based Bigelow Aerospace.

If the module proves durable during two years at the space station,
it could open the door to habitats on the moon and missions to Mars,
NASA engineer Glen Miller said.

The agency chose Bigelow for the contract because it was the only
company working on the inflatable technology, said NASA Deputy Ad-
ministrator Lori Garver.

Nearly Half Of Boeing’s 787 Jets Grounded
The federal government grounded Boeing’s newest and most tech-

nologically advanced jetliner Wednesday, declaring that the 787 cannot
fly again until the risk of battery fires is addressed.

The Federal Aviation Administration said it would work with Boeing
and U.S. airlines to develop a plan to allow the Dreamliner to “resume
operations as quickly and safely as possible.” United Airlines is the
only U.S. carrier with 787s. It has six.

The FAA decision was the latest setback for a plane that was sup-
posed to set a new standard for jet travel but has been beset by one
mishap after another.

For the second time in two weeks, a smoking or burning battery
has been tied to an emergency aboard a 787. Almost half of the 787s
that have been delivered have now been grounded for safety checks.
And the latest incident raises the risk that the jet’s electrical problems
are more dangerous than previously thought.

Group Calls For Raising Retirement Age To 70
WASHINGTON (AP) — An influential group of business CEOs is

pushing a plan to gradually increase the full retirement age to 70 for
both Social Security and Medicare and to partially privatize the health
insurance program for older Americans.

The Business Roundtable’s plan would protect those 55 and older
from cuts but younger workers would face significant changes. The
plan unveiled Wednesday would result in smaller annual benefit in-
creases for all Social Security recipients. Initial benefits for wealthy re-
tirees would also be smaller.

Medicare recipients would be able to enroll in the traditional pro-
gram or in private plans that could adjust premiums based on age and
health status.

“America can preserve the health and retirement safety net and
rein in long-term spending growth by modernizing Medicare and Social
Security in a way that addresses America’s new fiscal and demo-
graphic realities,” said Gary Loveman, chairman, president and chief
executive of casino giant Caesars Entertainment Corp.

Rage Over Tragedy Surpasses 9/11 Levels
WASHINGTON (AP) — Americans were angrier about last month’s

horrific school shooting in Connecticut than they were about the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks, according to a new Associated Press-GfK poll.

Three-quarters of Americans said they reacted to the Connecticut
massacre of with deep anger, higher than the 65 percent who said they
felt that way in a poll from NORC at the University of Chicago after the
9/11 attacks. A majority, 54 percent, said they felt deeply ashamed that
an event like Newtown could happen in the United States, well above
the 40 percent who said they felt that way in the wake of the disaster
that followed Hurricane Katrina and 35 percent who felt that way after
the shootings at Virginia Tech.

The massacre prompted 3 in 10 to give serious thought to whether
they could really be safe anywhere these days and 4 in 10 felt strongly
that the deaths could have been prevented. Both figures are higher
now than after the Virginia Tech shooting deaths.

About a third said that after Newtown, they felt there may be too
many guns in this country. A similar share said they worried how the
shooting would impact U.S. gun laws.

BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI AND
BABA AHMED
Associated Press

BAMAKO, Mali — French sol-
diers pressed north in Mali terri-
tory occupied by radical Islamists
on Wednesday, launching a land as-
sault that was to put them in direct
combat with al-Qaida-linked fight-
ers “in one to 72 hours,” military
officials said.

Their presumed destination
was the town of Diabaly, where
fleeing residents said Islamist ex-
tremists had taken over their
homes and were preventing other
people from leaving. They said the
militants were melting into the
population and moving only in
small groups on streets in the mud-
walled neighborhoods to avoid
being targeted by the French.

“They have beards. And they
wear boubous (a flowing robe). No
one approaches them. Everyone is
afraid,” said Ibrahim Komnotogo,
who was out of town when the mil-
itants seized Diabaly over the
weekend but kept in contact by
telephone with other residents.

In apparent retaliation for the
French offensive, the same group
controlling northern Mali occupied
a natural gas complex in neighbor-
ing Algeria, taking dozens of peo-
ple hostage, including Americans.
Two foreigners were killed.

French ground operations in
Mali began overnight, France’s mil-
itary chief of staff, Adm. Edouard
Guillaud, said on Europe 1 televi-
sion Wednesday. He stressed that
French infantry units “will be fight-
ing directly in the coming hours.”

Armored vehicles loaded with
French troops were seen heading
toward Niono, a town 340 kilome-
ters (210 miles) northeast of the
capital, Bamako. Some 70 kilome-
ters (45 miles) northeast of Niono
lies Diabaly, with a population of
35,000.

Over the weekend, dozens of
rebel vehicles cut off the road to
Diabaly, seizing the town and its
strategic military camp. French
warplanes have since carried out
airstrikes on the camp. 

Oumar Ould Hamaha, whose
fighters are believed to be among
those who seized Diabaly, said that
a convoy of armored French vehi-
cles attempted to enter the town
to take it back. He said the Is-
lamists repelled the French after
an intense and close combat. 

“I confirm that France came in
by land, but they failed. ... There
was a combat that was (extremely

close). Between 200 and 500 me-
ters away,” Hamaha said.

His version of events could not
be verified.

Col. Thierry Burkhard, a
spokesman for the French military
in Paris, denied that French troops
were in Diabaly or that they were
500 meters from rebel lines.

“The French army did not de-
ploy units in the region of Diabaly,”
Burkhard said. Troops were
dozens of kilometers from Diabaly,
he said, refusing to provide a
location.

Hamaha is a leader of the Move-
ment for Oneness and Jihad in
West Africa, one of the rebel
groups controlling Mali’s northern
half. He is also a close associate of
Moktar Belmokar, a leader of a
local al-Qaida cell who claimed re-
sponsibility for the kidnapping of
foreigners in Algeria.

Speaking to The Associated
Press by telephone from an undis-
closed location, Hamaha said the
kidnapping was retribution for the
French-led attack on the Islamists
in Mali. 

“We have a struck a blow to the
heart (of the international commu-
nity),” he said. “It’s the United Na-
tions that gave the green light to
this intervention and all Western
countries are now going to pay a
price. We are now globalizing our
conflict.”

A former French colony, Mali
once enjoyed a reputation as one
of West Africa’s most stable
democracies with majority of its 15

million people practicing a moder-
ate form of Islam. That changed in
April 2012, when Islamist extrem-
ists took over the main cities in the
country’s north amid disarray fol-
lowing a military coup, and began
enforcing strict Shariah law. 

Hamaha’s boast comes amid
warnings from security experts
that the extremists, including al-
Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb and
other groups which share al-
Qaida’s goals, are carving out their
own territory in northern Mali
from where they can plot terror at-
tacks in Africa and Europe. Esti-
mates of how many fighters the
Islamists have range from less than
1,000 to several thousand; the mili-
tants are well-armed and funded
and include recruits from other
countries.   

Despite training from U.S. and
other Western advisers, the Mali
army has been ineffective in fight-
ing the militants. 

Last December, the U.N. Secu-
rity Council passed a cautious res-
olution, outlining steps that
needed to be taken before an inter-
national military intervention, one
which diplomats said would not
occur before at least September. 

But in a surprise move last
week, French President Francois
Hollande authorized airstrikes in
Mali to stop a sudden southward
push by three Islamist rebel
groups, including Hamaha’s. The
Islamists warned that France had
“opened the doors of hell” and that
all French nationals would pay, as

would any country that helped the
military intervention.

France’s allies have offered
vocal support for the country’s
military operation in Mali, but
when it comes to sending troops
or weapons, they are agreeing to
the bare minimum: a transport
plane here and there, a handful of
support staff and a lot of promises
to think about it.

France has upwards of 800
troops in Mali, and expects to
ramp up to a total of 2,500 that will
include French Foreign Legion-
naires. It has committed helicopter
gunships, fighter jets, surveillance
planes and refueling tankers.

As the French moved north,
some terrified Malians were fleeing
south. A trickle of refugees have
left Diabaly on foot over the past
few days and went to Niono, ac-
cording to residents there.

It apparently was no easy task.
Komnotogo, who heads a

USAID-financed rice agriculture
project, said Qaida-linked rebels
sealed off Diabaly’s roads and were
preventing people from leaving.

“The jihadists have split up.
They don’t move around in big
groups. ... They are out in the
streets, in fours, and fives and
sixes, and they are living inside the
most populated neighborhoods,”
he said, explaining that they had
taken over the homes of people
who managed to flee before the
road was cut off.

French warplanes bombarded
the military camp, but there have
been no airstrikes inside the actual
town, which begins at the eastern
wall of the garrison. Residents have
evacuated the Diabaly neighbor-
hood called Bordeaux, after its sis-
ter city in France, which is only 500
meters (yards) from the camp,
Komnotogo said. They have moved
mostly into a quarter called Berlin,
about 1 kilometer (0.6 miles) from
the military installation.

The head of France’s military
said it is plausible that the extrem-
ists would be willing to hide behind
civilians. Guillaud said the militant
groups have a history of taking
human shields and that France
would do its utmost to make sure
civilians are not wrongly targeted. 

“When in doubt, we will not
fire,” he said. He added that the
French continued their airstrikes
overnight on Tuesday to Wednes-
day. Targets destroyed so far in-
clude training camps, logistical
depots, command centers and ar-
mored vehicles that the jihadists
had seized from Mali’s government
forces.

Mali

French Troops Begin Land Assault


