
BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama was
sworn in for four more years Sunday in a simple
ceremony at the White House, embarking on a sec-
ond-term quest to restore a still-shaky economy
and combat terrorists overseas while swearing an
age-old oath to “preserve, protect and defend” the
Constitution.

“I did it,” a smiling president said to his daugh-
ter Sasha seconds after following Chief Justice
John Roberts in reciting the oath of office. First
lady Michelle Obama and the couple’s other daugh-
ter, Malia, were among relatives who bore witness. 

The quiet moments were prelude to Monday’s
public inaugural events when Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden will be sworn in on the steps of
the U.S. Capitol before a crowd expected to reach
into the hundreds of thousands and a television au-
dience counted in the millions.

The trappings were in place — the flag-draped
stands ready outside the Capitol and the tables set
inside for a traditional lunch with lawmakers. Across
town, a specially made reviewing stand rested out-
side the White House gates for the president and
guests to watch the traditional parade down Penn-
sylvania Avenue.

A crowd of perhaps 800,000 was forecast, less
than the million-plus that thronged to the nation’s
capital four years ago to witness the inauguration of
the first black president in American history. 

The weather forecast was encouraging, to a
point. High temperatures were predicted for the
lower 40s during the day, with scattered snow show-
ers during the evening, when two inaugural balls
closed out the official proceedings. 

The 44th chief executive is only the 17th to win
re-election, and his second-term goals are ambitious
for a country where sharp political differences have
produced gridlocked government in recent years. 

Restoration of the economy to full strength and
pressing the worldwide campaign against terrorists
sit atop the agenda. He also wants to reduce federal
deficits and win immigration and gun control legisla-
tion from Congress, where Republicans control the
House.

If he needed a reminder of the challenges he
faces, he got one from half-way around the globe. An
Algerian security official disclosed the discovery of
25 additional bodies at a gas plant where radical Is-
lamists last week took dozens of foreign workers
hostage.  

In Washington, tourists strolled leisurely on an
unseasonably warm day. 

“I’m very proud of him and what he’s trying to do
for immigration, women’s rights, what they call
‘Obamacare,’ and concerns for the middle class,”
said Patricia Merritt, a retired educator from San An-
tonio, in town with her daughter and granddaughter
to see the inauguration and parade as well as his-
toric sites. “I think he’s more disrespected than any
other president,” she added, referring to his critics.

Sean Payton, an operations analyst from High-
land Ranch, Colo., said he hoped to hear “a nice elo-
quent speech that makes people feel good about
being an American.”  

Republicans lent a touch of bipartisanship to the
weekend.BY JEREMY HOECK

jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

With the South Dakota legislative
session two weeks old, residents had
their first chance to ask questions of
their representatives Saturday morn-
ing, and naturally, the conversation
touched on many issues.

Guns in schools and funding for a
handful of areas took center stage dur-
ing the District 18 cracker barrel at the
Avera Professional Pavilion.

Each of the three legislators — Sen.
Jean Hunhoff (R-Yankton), Rep. Bernie
Hunhoff (D-Yankton) and Rep. Mike
Stevens (R-Yankton) — expressed con-
cern over the hotly-contested issue of
guns in schools after the Newtown,
Conn., shooting.

House Bill 1087, due for an appear-
ance Wednesday before the House ed-
ucation committee, would allow
school districts the option of arming
teachers and administrators inside a
school building in so-called “sentinel
programs.”

“It doesn’t make a lot of sense to
me. We shouldn’t overreact,” Bernie
Hunhoff told a near capacity crowd.
“The Newtown situation is very sad.
(But do you know) where the safest
place for a kid is? The school’s the
safest place. If we look at the evidence,
I can’t imagine this thing passing.”

For those schools that don’t have
readily accessible law enforcement in
the area, an armed official inside the
building could alleviate those worries,
Stevens said.

“From that standpoint, I can under-

stand their concern,” he said.
The entire issue should be left up

to “local control,” Jean Hunhoff said.
“I don’t think the state should man-

date it,” she said. “It’s (the schools’)
choice to put in what they need for se-
curity.”

Education funding, once again, was
a hot topic Saturday, following a report
earlier this month by “Education
Weekly” that South Dakota ranks last

in a broad study of many categories.
Gov. Dennis Daugaard proposed a 3

percent increase in education funding,
and though it’s a start, it still comes
up short, Bernie Hunhoff said.

“If you show where we’re at in ac-
tual inflation-adjusted dollars, it’s re-
ally very sad where South Dakota’s
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Parker Kuchta Marks Tenth Year Since Surgery 
Plays Sports After Overcoming Arteriovenous Malformation Diagnosis 

    
BY  
NICK 
ROBINSON 

 As he and a classmate were 
scrapping for the ball during 
recess in 2002, Parker Kuchta 
took off at a dead sprint.  
   He was then tripped from 
behind and immediately sky- 
rocketed to the ground head 
first.  
   A simple game of elemen-
tary school soccer impacted 

 
   The Yankton High School 
sophomore faced an obstacle 
that millions of people will 
never have to overcome. 
   

school saying he had fallen 
and that he had just thrown 

 
   After the call, Robinson and her husband Randy rushed to pick 
Parker up from the school and immediately took him to the emer-
gency room.  
   

 
    After a few hours of taking tests at Avera Sacred Heart Hospi-

him to Sioux Falls via helicopter to be examined by specialists.  
   The family waited hours to get information about his condition. 

doctors diagnosed Kuchta with an Arteriovenous Malformation, 
commonly known as an AVM. 
   An AVM is an abnormal connection between arteries and veins. 

AVM appears as a tangle of abnormal arteries and veins, a clot of 
some sort. In very serious cases when the blood vessels rupture, it 
can cause bleeding of the brain.  
   After verification, the family agreed to a tremendously long sur-

 
   

 
   Now, the process of finding a doctor to perform such a treacher-
ous surgery on a young child was the next obstacle facing the 
Kuchta family. 
   

away many doctors. The three spots where the surgery could take 
place was in Daytona, Ohio, Miami, Florida, and Sioux Falls, 

 
   The family stayed in South Dakota and met with Dr. Wilson 
Asfora. 
   It was Thanksgiving Day. The Kuchta family spent the day in a 
hospital waiting room for over 13 hours.  
   The blueprint for the operation was to break the surface of the 
brain and remove the malformed arteries. Dr. Asfora and his team 
also were going to remove small portions of the arteries and per-
form many different angiograms on separate occasions.  
   
dated as much as they could. The phone would ring for another 
patient and it was scary. I would pace the halls trying to find any-

 
   There was a significant chance that the doctors could not reach 
all of the abnormal arteries and veins. The team of physicians 
warned the family that their son would probably come out with 
side effects due to the procedure. The side effects could have been 
paralysis, numbness in body parts, or stroke-like symptoms. 
   

 
   With the surgery finally over, Kuchta saw his family for the first 
time. 
   

 
   As weeks passed, Kuchta began to be very popular, warming the 

Sioux Falls.  
   What would a five-year old child want for his first real meal 
after having brain surgery?  
   Most would think a Happy Meal from McDonalds.  
   But for Kuchta, it was an order of Pizza Hut breadsticks, which 
became a new favorite for him. 
   
that I was thinking that I just wanted all of those needles to be out 

 
   The day finally came when Dr. Asfora performed tests that 

 
   Dr. Asfora and his council discussed the tests and explained to 
the family that Parker would have little to no side-effects from the 
surgery.  
   

 

 
   
study to insure the safety of their son. 
   

 
   Continuous therapy and hands-on work with Kuchta helped 
speed up the recovery. Kuchta experienced only minimal hearing 
loss and a slight speech impediment.   
   Kuchta was given a snowboarding helmet with extra cushioning 
to be worn at all times, expect sleeping. He was required to sleep 
on two couches combined, so there was no chance of falling and 
rupturing his incision. 
    As the time passed, Kuchta grew stronger and stronger, and 
finally, his life was back to the way it once was. But, he was miss-
ing one thing in his young life that he once cherished, sports.  
   
doctors what they thought about him playing sports. 
   

doctors would allow their kids to play football that we would let 
 

   After different opinions and options, the family made another 
tough decision, to let Kuchta play football. 
   

 
   The only remaining indication of a life-threatening surgery 

 
   This past November was the tenth anniversary of his surgery, 

 
 

BY  
ASHLEY  
EILERS 

   In a world full of busy peo-
ple, it is refreshing to see our 
state, nation, and world coming 
together to support a student 
from Pierre, South Dakota. 
Conrad Adam, a junior at T.F. 
Riggs High School, is the son 
of Karl and Joan Adam.   
   On Aug. 1., 2012, Conrad 
was diagnosed with a rare bone 
cancer known as Osteosarcoma 
in his left femur. Osteosarcoma 
is a cancerous bone tumor that 
develops in teens during ado-
lescence.   
   Based on his diagnosis, the 
doctors prescribed 30 weeks of 
chemotherapy and surgery. The 
cancerous 
tumor was 
8 inches 
round and 
consumed 
40% of his 
knee. Due 
to the fact 
that the 
tumor was 
too big to 
save his 
leg, Conrad made the difficult 
decision to have his leg ampu-
tated. 
   On Oct. 23., 2012, Conrad 
underwent surgery to remove a 
portion of his leg approximate-
ly three inches above his knee. 
The surgery took place in 
Rochester, Minn. at Mayo St. 

the process, his parents stated 
he had a very positive outlook. 
   On Monday November 5, 
2012, Conrad and his parents 
traveled to Houston, Texas to 
The University of Texas, MD 
Anderson Cancer Center to 
check into proton radiation.   
   The Mayo Clinic in Roches-
ter did not offer proton radia-
tion, and his radiation oncolo-
gist believed it would be the 
best treatment for him. Conrad 
spent his Christmas in Texas 
where he received proton radi-
ation for 10 weeks.  
   Conrad finished this treat-
ment last Wednesday, Jan. 9. 
   After the radiation treatment, 
Conrad and his family traveled 
back home to Pierre, South 
Dakota.  
   
went well, and he is scheduled 
for four more months of chem-
otherapy in Rochester, Minn..    
   
indicated some of his chemo-
therapy will also take place at 
Sanford in Sioux Falls.    
   After the chemotherapy treat-
ments are completed, they will 
return to Texas for more tests.   
   Karl stated they are traveling 
to Rochester where they will 
meet with Dr. Andrews for 
rehabilitation and to fit and cast 
his leg. Conrad will also get to 
select his prosthetic leg while 
they are at Mayo Clinic. 

   Conrad plays forward/guard 

ketball team and is an excellent 
player. He attended an athletic 
training program at TMB, LLC 
and was one of their finest 
members.  
   
ernor head coach, Terry Beck-

-to player 
when we get into tough situa-

 
   According to friends and 
family, Conrad is a very posi-
tive kid, and he always keeps 
his spirits high.  
   
tion of my leg will not slow me 
down but will help me towards 

 
   Along with many other 
schools throughout the world, 
Yankton High School is show-

ing their 
support of 

fight against 
cancer by 
selling green 
t-shirts for 
$15 to help 
raise money 
for the Ad-
am Family.   
The t-shirts 

have the following message 

things through Christ who 

favorite scriptures.  
   The student body at T.F. 
Riggs High School started a 

which is where the t-shirt fund-
raiser idea first began.  
   The shirts are to be worn on 
Saturday February 16, 2013, 

team plays Yankton.  
   According to Yankton High 

Mors, $2,400 will be going to 
the    Adam family to help 
them pay for their medical 
bills. 
   
fantastic gesture to both him 
and his family. It is the least 
we can do in this situation to 

 
   In response to the outpouring 
of donations from all over the 
world, Conrad stated on the SD 

whelmed with the wonderful 
support I am receiving from 
everyone, and I cannot begin to 

 
   
full time focus, and he is stay-

 
   
and biggest fan, I am pleased to 
say that Conrad is keeping his 
spirits high and doing very 

 
   Writing this article was in-
spiring, and it really touched 
my heart to actually speak with 

 
   On behalf of the students at 
Yankton High School, I ended 
my conversation by telling 
Karl we wish Conrad and your 
family all the best.  

Steamway Ad 

 

COURTESY PHOTOS 
 
Top
half court line. He is able to play sports after beating medical odds. 
 
 
Bottom: Parker Kuchta is shown leaving the hospital in December 
0f 2002. Kuchta, a sophomore, recently experienced the tenth an-
niversary of his arteriovenous malformation (AVM) surgery. 
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• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Duct
   Cleaning
• Water
  Restoration

• Fire
   Restoration
• Mold Testing &
 Remediation
• Tile & Grout
   Cleaning

“THE AREA’S 
LARGEST CLEANING 

& RESTORATION 
COMPANY”

Tom Scott
Certified Restoration “Excellent job! My friend asked me
Bruce Tirrel
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President Barack Obama takes the oath of office as first lady Michelle Obama holds the Bible during the official swearing-in
ceremony at the White House in Washington on Sunday.

BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

The Yankton City Commission has a consensus to move
to a single-stream recycling program that it expects would
greatly raise participation.

Ultimately, however, the decision will be up to the Ver-
million/Yankton Joint Powers solid waste management sys-
tem.

Last week, the commission reviewed a study from HDR,
Inc., regarding the future of recycling in Vermillion and Yank-
ton. The city’s representatives on the Joint Powers board
will take the commission’s thoughts on the matter back for
consideration.

Four recycling options are presented in the study, three
of which would include single-stream recycling.

It is estimated that a single-stream collection method
would increase recycling by 170 percent.

Single-stream recycling is where users put everything in
one container and it is later sorted at the collection center.

Yankton and Vermillion currently use a curbside method
wherein residents are asked to sort materials before they
are put out for collection.

“What would have to be done (in option one) is the Ver-
million recycling center would have to be upgraded,” Bob
Iverson, director of the solid waste management system,
told the City Commission. “Right now, it is a little bit small.
There is room to upgrade it by remodeling the east part of
it.”

Currently, the bulk of recyclable materials from Yankton
are transferred to Vermillion for processing and marketing.

The HDR report estimates that the additional costs to
the system under option one would be about $170,000 per
year, or $1.89 per household per month. Under this sce-
nario, the Joint Powers would not have single-stream collec-
tion.

“Option two is adopting a single-stream collection for
both cities,” Iverson said. “This would be done by the cities,

Drs. Oz And Roizen
n 5, 10

Yankton City Commission

Future Recycling Options Considered

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Some of Nebraska’s
powerful farm interests are skeptical about
Gov. Dave Heineman’s proposed income-tax
overhaul, arguing that the state should focus
instead on reducing property taxes.

The governor unveiled two plans Friday
that would eliminate $395 million to $2.4 bil-
lion in sales breaks, including hundreds of
millions of dollars in exemptions for com-
mercial seed, farm chemicals, machinery
and fuel used by farmers.

Heineman, a Republican, told lawmakers
in his State of the State address that he has
spent months visiting with farmers and
ranchers, many of whom are willing to dis-
cuss a tax system that would be simpler and
more efficient.

But Steve Nelson, president of the Ne-
braska Farm Bureau, said eliminating the
sales tax exemptions would increase the tax
burden on farmers. The more modest of the
governor’s two plans would still eliminate
about $211 million in sales tax breaks used
by farmers.

Nelson said the exemp-
tions help many farmers
stay in business, and elimi-
nating the income tax
wouldn’t benefit them as
much as the sales tax
breaks. Farmer incomes rise
and fall each year depend-
ing on how much they pro-
duce, so they pay less in
taxes in years when they

aren’t as successful.
If the tax plan was enacted, farmers

would pay more in sales taxes in both good
and bad years — whereas the income tax
allows them to pay less when they aren’t as
successful.

“We’re very open to a conversation
about Nebraska policy and the tax system,”
said Nelson, a farmer from Axtell. “We’re all
for job growth and growing the economy,
just like everyone else. But from our per-
spective, the discussion also needs to in-
clude issues related to property taxes.

South Dakota Legislature

Guns In Schools, Funding Take Center Stage

Heineman’s Tax Plan Questioned
By Some Neb. Farmer Groups

Heineman

President Obama
Sworn Into Office To
Begin Second Term

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

District 18 State Sen. Jean Hunhoff answers a question that was submitted from
the audience while, in the background, Reps. Bernie Hunhoff (left) and Mike
Stevens look on during Saturday’s legislative Cracker Barrel, held at the Avera
Professional Pavilion. The event was sponsored by the Yankton Chamber of
Commerce.
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