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NOTICE OF AUDIT

OF THE FISCAL AFFAIRS OF 
THE

Yankton School District No. 63-3

Notice is hereby given that the 
Yankton School District No. 63-3, 
Yankton, South Dakota, has been 
audited by Williams & Company, 
P.C., Certified Public Accountants 
for the year ended June 30, 2013.  
A detailed report thereon is avail-
able for public inspection, during 
normal business hours, at the 
business office of the School Dis-
trict, the Yankton School District 
Website at 
http://www.ysd.k12.sd.us/CAFR , 
City of Yankton Library and also 
at the Department of Legislative 
Audit in Pierre, South Dakota or 
on the Department of Legislative 
Audit website at 
http://www.state.sd.us/legisla-
tiveaudit/Reports/reports_all.htm.
The following material weak-
nesses in internal controls and 
compliance findings were noted: 
1.) The District business manager 
is involved in almost all phases of 
the finance operations, including 
preparation of journal entries, 
grant reporting, and financial re-
porting without sufficient 3rd 
party review of origination work. 
2.) The auditors were required to 
propose and have management 
post adjusting journal entries to 
the fund financial statements in 
order for the financial statements 
to conform with U.S. generally 
accepted accounting principles. 
3.) Some audited expenditure 
vouchers lacked written approval 
signatures and dates. 4.) The 
Schedule of Federal Expenditures 
is prepared entirely by the busi-
ness manager with insufficient 3rd 
party review procedures. 5.) The 
Child Nutrition Cluster program 
and reporting is under the control 
of one employee with insufficient 
3rd party review procedures. 6.) 
Compliance errors were noted in 
applicant qualifications for free or 
reduced meal status.  More detail 
about these internal control and 
compliance comments can be 
found in the audit report.

WILLIAMS & COMPANY, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants
Published once at the approximate 
cost of $22.18.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

NO. 7918-3 to Appropriate Water

Notice is given that Orin Abild, 
30574 461st Ave, Wakonda SD  
57073 has filed an application for 
a water permit to appropriate 2.11 
cubic feet of water per second 
(cfs) from one well to be com-
pleted into the Lower 
Vermillion:Missouri Aquifer (85 
feet deep) located in the NW 1/4 
SE 1/4 Section 33 for irrigation of 
132 acres located in the S 1/2 NE 
1/4 and N 1/2 SE 1/4 Section 33; 
all in T95N-R52W.  The applicant 
is requesting a diversion rate 
greater than the statutory limit.

Pursuant to SDCL 46-2A-2, the 
Chief Engineer recommends AP-
PROVAL of Application No. 
7918-3 for 1.78cfs because 1) un-
appropriated water is available, 2) 
existing rights will not be unlaw-
fully impaired, 3) it is a beneficial 
use of water, and 4) it is in the 
public interest.  In accordance 
with SDCL 46-2A-23, the Chief 
Engineer will act on this applica-
tion, as recommended, unless a 
petition is filed opposing the ap-
plication or the applicant files a 
petition contesting the Chief Engi-
neer's recommendation.  If a peti-
tion opposing the application or 
contesting the recommendation is 
filed, then a hearing will be sched-
uled and the Water Management 
Board will consider this applica-
tion.  Notice of the hearing will be 
given to the applicant and any 
person filing a petition.

Any person interested in opposing 
or supporting this application or 
recommendation must file a writ-
ten petition with BOTH the appli-
cant and Chief Engineer. The ap-
plicant must file a petition if con-
testing the Chief Engineer's rec-
ommendation. The Chief Engi-
neer's address is "Water Rights 
Program, Foss Building, 523 E 
Capitol, Pierre SD 57501 (605 
773-3352)” and the applicant's 
mailing address is given above.  A 
petition filed by either an inter-
ested person or the applicant must 
be filed by January 20, 2014.

The petition may be informal, but 
must include a statement describ-
ing the petitioner's interest in the 
application, the petitioner's rea-
sons for opposing or supporting 
the application, and the signature 
and mailing address of the peti-
tioner or the petitioner's legal 
counsel, if legal counsel is ob-
tained.  Contact Eric Gronlund at 
the above Water Rights Program 
address to request copies of infor-
mation pertaining to this applica-
tion.  Steven M. Pirner, Secretary, 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources.
Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $26.48.
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Notice is hereby given that a Sup-
plemental Budget hearing will be 
held on Tuesday, January 21st at 
3:45 PM at the County Govern-
ment Center  in  the Commission 
Chambers on the following items: 
Jail Med Liability Ins:  
$15,000.00 
Zoning E911: $2,000.00

Patty Hojem 
Yankton County Auditor
Published twice at the approxi-
mate cost of $10.73.
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NOTICE OF HEARING on 

APPLICATION NO. 7919-3 to 
Appropriate Water

Notice is given that Larry & Mar-
lene Erickson, 29859 461st Ave, 
Centerville SD  57014 has filed an 
application for a water permit to 
appropriate 1.83 cubic feet of wa-
ter per second from one well to be 
completed to an approximate 
depth of 75 feet deep located in 
the approximate center of the NE 
1/4 Section 9 for irrigation of 
83.83 acres located in the NE 1/4 
Section 9; all in T95N-R52W.  
The applicant is requesting a di-
version rate greater than the statu-
tory limit.

SDCL 46-2A-4(10) provides that 
“if the applicant does not contest 
the recommendation of the Chief 
Engineer and no petition to op-
pose the application is received, 
the Chief Engineer shall act on the 
application pursuant to  the Chief 
Engineer's recommendation and 
no hearing may be held before the 
board, unless the Chief Engineer 
makes a finding that an applica-
tion, even if uncontested, presents 
important issues of public policy 
or public interest that should be 
heard by the board.” In this case, 
the Chief Engineer finds that this 
application presents important is-
sues of public interest that should 
be heard by the Water Manage-
ment Board.

Pursuant to SDCL 46-2A-2, the 
Chief Engineer recommends DE-
FERRAL of Application No. 
7919-3 pending the completion of 
the study by South Dakota Geo-
logic Survey that is currently on-
going in the area.  The informa-
tion from the study is necessary to 
determine the source of water pro-
posed in the application to deter-
mine if there is reasonable prob-
ability that there is unappropriated 
water available for the applicant's 
proposed use.  Pursuant to SDCL 
46-2A-9, a permit to appropriate 
water may be issued only if there 
is a reasonable probability that un-
appropriated water is available.  
The recommendation, if revised 
will not be public noticed again.  
This is the opportunity to inter-
vene regarding this application.  

The Water Management Board 
will consider this application at 
1:00 p.m. on March 6, 2014 in the 
Matthew Training Center, Joe 
Foss Bldg, 523 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre SD.  The Chief Engineer's 
recommendation is not final or 
binding upon the Board.  The 
Board is authorized to 1) approve, 
2) approve with qualifications, 3) 
defer, or 4) deny this application 
based on the facts presented at the 
public hearing.  

Any interested person who in-
tends to participate in the hearing 
shall file a petition to oppose or 
support the application and the pe-
tition shall be filed with BOTH 
the applicant and Chief Engineer.  
The applicant must also file a pe-
tition if opposed to the Chief En-
gineer's recommendation.  The 
Chief Engineer's address is "Wa-
ter Rights Program, Foss Build-
ing, 523 E Capitol, Pierre SD  
57501 (605 773-3352)" and the 
applicant's mailing address is 
given above.  A petition filed by 
either an interested person or the 
applicant must be filed by Febru-
ary 24, 2014.  The petition may be 
informal, but shall be in writing 
and shall include a statement de-
scribing the petitioner's interest in 
the application, the petitioner's 
reasons for opposing or support-
ing the application, and the signa-
ture and mailing address of the 
petitioner or the petitioner's legal 
counsel, if legal counsel is ob-
tained.  The hearing is an adver-
sary proceeding and any party has 
the right to be present at the hear-
ing and to be represented by a 
lawyer. These and other due proc-
ess rights will be forfeited if they 
are not exercised at the hearing 
and decisions of the Board may be 
appealed to the Circuit Court and 
State Supreme Court as provided 
by law.  

The March 6, 2014 hearing date 
will be automatically delayed for 
at least 20 days upon written re-
quest to the Chief Engineer from 
the applicant or any person who 
has filed a petition to oppose or 
support the application. The re-
quest for an automatic delay must 
be filed by February 24, 2014.  If 
an automatic delay is requested, 
the hearing will be rescheduled 
for a future Board meeting and 
personal notice will be provided 
to all petitioners regarding the 
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time, date and location. 

Contact Eric Gronlund by Febru-
ary 24, 2014 at the above Chief 
Engineer's address to request cop-
ies of the staff report, recommen-
dation, application or other infor-
mation.  Notice is given to indi-
viduals with disabilities that this 
hearing is being held in a physi-
cally accessible place.  Please no-
tify the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources at 
least 48 hours before the hearing 
if you have a disability for which 
special arrangements must be 
made at the hearing.  The tele-
phone number for making ar-
rangements is (605) 773-3352.

Under SDCL 1-26-17(7) notices 
must state that “if the amount in 
controversy exceeds $2,500.00 or 
if a property right may be termi-
nated, any party to the contested 
case may require the agency to 
use the Office of Hearing Examin-
ers by giving notice of the request 
to the agency no later than ten 
days after service of a notice of 
hearing issued pursuant to SDCL 
1-26-17.”  This is a Notice of 
Hearing, service is being provided 
by publication, and the applicable 
date to give notice to the Chief 
Engineer is January 20, 2014.  
However, since this particular 
matter is a water permit applica-
tion and not a monetary contro-
versy in excess of $2,500.00 or 
termination of a property right the 
Chief Engineer disputes the appli-
cability of this provision and 
maintains that the hearing must be 
conducted by the Board.  

As applicable, the following pro-
vides the legal authority and juris-
diction under which the hearing 
will be held and the particular 
statutes and rules pertaining to 
this application:  SDCL 1-26-16 
thru 1-26-28; SDCL 46-1-1 thru 
46-1-9, 46-1-13 thru 46-1-16; 
46-2-3.1, 46-2-9, 46-2-11, 
46-2-17; 46-2A-1 thru 46-2A-12, 
46-2A-14, 46-2A-15, 46-2A-20, 
46-2A-21, 46-2A-23; 46-5-1.1, 
46-5-2 thru 46-5-26, 46-5-30.2 
thru 46-5-30.4, 46-5-31 46-5-32 
thru 46-5-34.1, 46-5-38 thru 
46-5-39, 46-5-46, 46-5-47, 
46-5-49; 46-6-1 thru 46-6-3.1, 
46-6-6.1, 46-6-10, 46-6-13, 
46-6-14, 46-6-21, 46-6-26; and 
Board Rules ARSD 74:02:01:01 
thru 74:02:01:25.02; 
74:02:01:35.01.

Steven M. Pirner, Secretary, De-
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources. 
Published once at an approximate 
cost of $68.35.
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the faculty at South Dakota
State University in
Brookings.

“The odd thing is the cold
occurring that early, starting
in early December,” he said.
“We have been consistently
cold since early December.
Then, even moving water
can freeze up. The only pe-
riod of relative warmth was
just after Christmas. Other-
wise, we have been quite
cold.”

The Ponca ice jams
formed around Dec. 29-30,
creating a dramatic and im-
mediate impact, Farhat said.

“We saw a reduction in
the flows moving down-
stream for the area,” she
said. “The Sioux City area
dropped from 7 feet down to
4.8 feet (for its stage) over a
matter of hours,” she said.
“In less than 12 hours, we
saw a 2 to 2 1/2 foot stage
drop.”

The ice remains stable
but creates a back-up of
water that impacts upstream
areas such as Yankton,
Farhat said.

“Actually, it’s a good con-
dition,” she said. “We would
like to see the ice stay the
rest of the winter and not go
through that thaw and
freeze. Right now, the water
is flowing under the ice, and
the intakes are operating as
they should.”

The ice jams aren’t a con-
cern right now, Farhat said,
and she expects the ice will
melt when the river warms
up during the coming week.
The Corps maintains a tem-
perature gauge at each of its
power plants, with the Mis-
souri River averaging 32 de-
grees this time of year, she
said.

MAKING ADJUSTMENTS
Because of the ice and

other cold-weather factors,
the releases at Gavins Point
Dam near Yankton have re-
mained higher than normal,
according to the Corps’ Mike
Swenson. The releases have
ranged from 13,000 to 18,000
cubic feet per second (cfs)
this winter.

“We are at 15,000 cfs now
at Gavins Point, and it can
expect to be greatly reduced
over the next several days as

temperatures moderate,”
said Swenson, the power
production team leader. “Our
goal is to have Gavins Point
releases as close as possible
to the target flow of 12,000
cfs while serving the needs
of the water intakes on the
lower river.”

However, the Corps won’t
force the issue of lower re-
leases, Swenson said. “We
will do so only when we
don’t have ice conditions,”
he said.

Upstream at Fort Randall
Dam near Pickstown, re-
leases averaged 13,900 cfs
during December. Releases
are expected to average
12,700 cfs this month and
will be adjusted as necessary
to maintain the elevation at
Gavins Point.

The Fort Randall reser-
voir ended December at ele-
vation 1337.8 feet. It is
forecast to rise 7 feet by the
end of the month.

Based on current condi-
tions, runoff above Sioux
City is forecast to be 26.1
million acre-feet (MAF) in
2014. That figure is up
slightly from the 25.1 MAF
recorded in 2013. Normal
runoff is 25.2 MAF.

The Missouri River basin
continues to feel the effects
of 2012 drought, Farhat said.
As a result, the Corps will
continue last year’s drought
conservation measures.

“The reservoir system is
in excellent condition to cap-
ture high runoff this spring
should that occur,” she said.

Given the river levels, the
March and May spring
pulses won’t be conducted
this year, Swenson added.

A BRIGHTER FUTURE
The U.S. Drought Mitiga-

tion Center’s outlook calls
for greatly improved condi-
tions, said Corps senior hy-
draulic engineer Bill Doan.

Montana and the Dakotas
have moved out of drought,
while the majority of Ne-
braska, Kansas and Iowa
have shown improvement.

The snowpack is light to
moderate in southern South
Dakota and Nebraska with an
inch or less of snow.

Parts of the Central Plains
experienced a wet autumn,
which eliminated drought
conditions in those areas,
Todey said. The Atlas bliz-
zard dumped 40 to 50 inches
of snow on the western
Dakotas last October, while
eastern South Dakota also
experienced additional
rainfall.

Portions of western South
Dakota may see all-time state
records for precipitation,
Todey said. “When you look
at the percent of average
precipitation for the water
year starting Oct. 1, you see
200 to 300 percent of average
precipitation for the Dako-
tas, Wyoming and Montana,”
he said.

Most of the Missouri
River basin will remain rela-
tively quiet during the next
week, Todey said. The two-
week outlook calls for above-
average temperatures, which
should help take care of the
Plains snowpack, he said.

However, the three-month
outlook calls for below-aver-
age temperatures in the
northern basin, Todey said.
The region will likely con-
tinue to receive cold out-
breaks, but not nearly as
cold as the polar vortex that
rolled through the region
earlier this week, he added.

January isn’t a big time of
year for precipitation, and
Canadian cold fronts usually
bring only light precipitation,
Todey said. However, activity
should pick up in the coming
months.

“We are seeing, over east-
ern South Dakota and down
to Iowa, an area of above-av-
erage precipitation as we get
into the middle of spring,” he
said.

You can follow Randy
Dockendorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.

be part of the existing curricu-
lum integrated into courses
they already take so they
don’t have to do extra time or
pay extra money.”

Integration of the program
will start in the fall semester.
Kalsow said training sessions
like this week’s — which in-
clude faculty, students and
other community leaders —
are meant to brainstorm how
the program will be
implemented.

“What we’re thinking about
is having it introduced at the
freshman level in first-year
seminar Wisdom of Benedict
classes,” she said “Then ma-
jors will take the concepts and
implement them specific to
the major, and then have them
come back in a senior seminar
format. That’s the draft of
what we want to do but it’s
not set yet. It’s in the develop-

ment stage but by fall of 2014,
we’d like to be rolling it out.” 

In addition to this week’s
training session, another was
held last August and another
is tentatively planned for
spring or summer. 

Kalsow —who started at
MMC in July — said the idea
to bring the program to Yank-
ton came from previous
experience.

“I had been at Buena Vista
(University). I was trained in
2008 and was working on it
there and training a lot of fac-
ulty and staff,” she said. “One
of my goals was to bring it to
the students.”

This week’s session saw
more than 100 faculty mem-
bers, MMC students and rep-
resentatives of other
educational entities attend. 

Among them was Yankton
School District Superintendent
Dr. Wayne Kindle.

He said he would like to
see elements of the Fierce pro-
gram translated to the K-12
school system as well.

“(We’d like to) take a look

at it and use it ourselves and
evaluate how we might imple-
ment it into our buildings or
maybe even use it with our
students at some point,” he
said.

Kindle, who came with the
YSD’s administrative team,
hopes the training could also
help boost communication
both with other faculty mem-
bers and parents.

“It’s been really valuable
for our entire administrative
team to be up here and learn-
ing about different ways that
we can communicate with par-
ents and colleagues and stu-
dents,” he said. “Every day,
we’re faced with challenges
that come up and we want to
be able to handle those the
best way that we can.”

The training session also
included students to help give
feedback on the program’s im-
plementation. Sophomore
Molly Henrickson said she’s
already found inspiration from
it just from the training alone.

“I’ve already been working
it into my life,” Henrickson

said. “What I’ve taken out of it
is to listen to others more and,
rather than give them advice
and tell them what I think they
should do, just question them
about how they feel about
things and help them come up
with their own answers.”

Kalsow said the ultimate
goal of the program is to help
set Mount Marty apart from
other schools.

“What we tell students that
come here is, ‘You will get a
good education at a lot of col-
leges, you just won’t get this
anywhere else’” she said.
“This is the thing that will dis-
tinguish Mount Marty from
any other college in the
country.”

———
For more information on

the Fierce program, visit
http://www.fierceinc.com/inde
x.php

You can follow Rob Nielsen
on Twitter at twitter.com/Rob-
NielsenPandD/. Discuss this
story at www.yankton.net/
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“Actually, it’s a good condition. We would
like to see the ice stay the rest of the win-

ter and not go through that thaw and
freeze. Right now, the water is flowing

under the ice, and the intakes are
operating as they should.”

JODY FARHAT

think it’s just because we
don’t know what is going to
happen in the next five
months with the status of the
school.”

Among the issues that
could have an impact on the
school’s future are funding is-
sues, the April 5 presidential
election and the impending
decision by Afghanistan lead-
ership about whether to agree
to a bilateral security agree-
ment with the United States
that would allow more than
8,000 U.S. troops to stay be-
yond the end of the year. 

Watt said her class of 21
has declined to 18.

“People don’t know what is
going to happen next year, so
the people who can leave are
starting to leave,” she stated.
“They know that if things go
poorly, they want to be out of
the country on their own
terms.”

The cloudiness of the fu-
ture hasn’t prevented Watt
from deciding that she will
commit to another year at the
school.

“That’s one of the first
things our kids ask us when
they come into the classroom:
‘Are you going to come back
next year?’” she said. “It kind
of shows how much they ap-

preciate us being there but
maybe don’t want to invest in
you if they don’t think you’ll
be coming back. When I saw
their faces, it wasn’t as hard of
a decision to come back.”

During the first semester,
Watt said she observed
growth in herself and the
students.

“After four years of educa-
tion, you’d think you’d be re-
ally prepared, but you’re really
not because they can’t teach
you how to bounce back when
things go poorly in a lesson or
students don’t behave,” she
stated. “Classroom manage-
ment has gotten much easier,
as has lesson planning. The
students have been changing,
too. They’ve been learning.
The children who fight have
been fighting less. That’s re-
ally encouraging. I don’t know
if I could stay if I hadn’t seen a
change in their attitudes and
academics.”

ISK has been attempting to
raise money for a new location
because it currently has to
rent facilities at a high price,
according to Watt.

Furthermore, many of the
students who attend ISK de-
pend on its Tuition Assistance
Program. Annually, the school
awards more than $200,000 in
scholarships. A large portion
of that funding is in danger
and could result in the loss of
more than 100 students, Watt
said.

As a fundraising effort, ISK
recently broke a world record

for cutting out the longest
paper doll chain. The ISK
wanted to get a dollar for each
of the 100,000 dolls. 

“It was cool for the kids.
They really thought it was a
neat thing,” Watt said. “We
were hoping to raise $100,000
and we only raised $12,000.
We got the word out as much
as possible, but no one really
wanted to give.”

Parents and local leader-
ship are supportive of ISK, and
Watt said hope is not lost.

“I think things like this
have happened a lot in the
school’s history. Somehow,
something always pulls
through,” she stated. “We have
the support of staff that have
been there seven or eight
years saying, ‘This looks really
bad, but something will likely
work out.’

“If it doesn’t, if we still feel
like we’re led to be there,
something will pull together,”
Watt continued. “I think it’s
easier for those of us who are
new to have optimism when
we’re looking into it, because
we haven’t been there as long
and haven’t been discouraged
as many times.”

Watt said it has been some-
how easier to maintain opti-
mism in Afghanistan than
when she was back in
Yankton.

“Being in Afghanistan and
looking toward the future is
not as scary,” she stated.

While home, Watt spoke to
a group at Calvary Baptist

Church and to students at
Webster Elementary School.
The school did a fundraiser to
purchase items Watt needs in
her classroom — something
for which she said she was
very grateful.

Watt left for Afghanistan
Thursday, and said her time at
home with family was very
enjoyable.

“You come back and every-
thing is the same as when you
left,” she stated. “You know
that you’re different, but you
don’t know how that fits into
what is going on back home.
Everything felt really normal.

“I don’t feel like I’ve
processed any of what has
happened in the past five
months,” Watt added. “It’s like
there are two different parts of
my brain. I flip on the
Afghanistan side and then slip
on the stateside one again.”

Watt will return to Yankton
for two months starting in
mid-June.

“I plan to travel as much as
I can and talk to as many peo-
ple as I can to generate more
interest in the school,” she
said.

Watt writes a blog to keep
friends and family updated on
her experiences at http://miss-
watt.blogspot.com/

You can follow Nathan
Johnson on Twitter at
twitter.com/AnInlandVoyage.
Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/.
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