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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A chas-
tened Congress is putting
aside the crisis-driven budget
battles of the past three years,
embracing a $1.1 trillion
spending bill that restores or
smooths the sharpest edges of
the automatic cuts imposed as
a result of its own dysfunction.

The huge election-year leg-
islation preserves the down-
ward trajectory on
government spending de-
manded by Republicans. Yet
the bipartisan measure steam-
ing through Congress also pre-
serves President Barack
Obama’s health care overhaul
and stricter regulation of finan-
cial markets — and deflects
the most significant attempts
by Republicans to rewrite envi-
ronmental rules and force
other changes.

Lawmakers hope the com-
promise will show disgruntled
voters before next fall’s
midterm election that Wash-
ington — especially its unpop-
ular Congress — can perform
its most basic function of re-
sponsibly funding the govern-
ment. The bravado that
prompted tea party Republi-
cans to force a government
shutdown in hopes of derailing
“Obamacare” is long gone, re-
placed by an election-year de-
sire to focus attention on the
administration’s troubled roll-
out of the health care law in-
stead of lurching from crisis to
crisis.

“The average American
looking at this, it looks pretty

dysfunctional for the last cou-
ple of years,” said Rep. Tom
Cole, R-Okla. “We need to rack
up some achievements here —
not just for Republicans but
for incumbents in general and
for the institution.”

There could still be bumps
in the road. Congress needs to
raise the government’s borrow-
ing cap by the end of February
or early March, and it’s unclear
how big of a battle that will be.

As for the compromise
spending bill, the massive
measure funds the operations

of virtually every federal
agency, making cuts and addi-
tions reflecting the trade-offs of
divided government. While de-
livering relief from painful
budget cuts and caps known as
sequestration, it still imposes a
3 percent cut on agency budg-
ets relative to those approved
last year before automatic re-
ductions lopped about $60 bil-
lion from them. 

The measure doesn’t con-
tain in-your-face victories for
either side.

The primary achievement

is that there is an agreement in
the first place. Last year’s col-
lapse of the budget process
was followed by a 16-day gov-
ernment shutdown and an-
other brush with a disastrous
default on U.S. debt. After the
shutdown and debt crisis last
fall, House Budget Committee
Chairman Paul Ryan, R-Wis.,
and Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Patty Murray, D-
Wash., struck an agreement to
avoid a repeat of the 5 percent
cut applied to domestic agen-
cies last year and to prevent
the Pentagon from absorbing
about $20 billion in new cuts.

At the White House, Presi-
dent Barack Obama expressed
support for the compromise
and urged Congress to “pass
that funding measure as
quickly as possible so that all
these agencies have some cer-
tainty around their budgets.”

The measure contains
dozens of hard-fought agree-
ments between Democrats and
Republicans as it fleshes out
the details of the budget deal
that Congress passed last
month. That pact gave rela-
tively modest but much-
sought relief to the Pentagon
and to domestic agencies after
the deep budget cuts of last
year.

Republicans were denied
the ability to handcuff agen-
cies responsible for imple-
menting Obamacare and new
Wall Street regulations, but
they succeeded in curbing
those budgets. Democrats won
a big funding increase for Head
Start early childhood educa-
tion but were denied other
money they wanted.
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Clashes Kill 11 Amidst Voting In Egypt
CAIRO (AP) — A referendum on a new constitution laid

bare the sharp divisions in Egypt six months after the mili-
tary removed the elected Islamist president. Pro-army vot-
ers lined up Tuesday outside polling stations, singing
patriotic songs, kissing images of Egypt’s top officer and
sharing their upbeat hopes for their troubled nation.

Despite heavy security, 11 people were killed in spo-
radic violence, with protesters burning tires and pelting
police with rocks and firebombs to create just enough dan-
ger to keep many voters at home.

The two-day balloting will likely pave the way for a pos-
sible presidential run by the nation’s top general after he
ousted Islamist President Mohammed Morsi last July, set-
ting off a fierce crackdown on Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood.

It’s also a key milestone in a military-backed political
roadmap toward new elections for a president and a parlia-
ment after the coup, which has left Egypt sharply divided
between Brotherhood supporters in one camp, and the mil-
itary, security forces in the other, as well as a large seg-
ment of a population exacerbated by three years of
turmoil.

Amid a climate of fear and paranoia, authorities, the
mostly pro-military media and a significant segment of the
population are showing little or no tolerance for dissent.
Campaigning for a “no” vote risked arrest by the police and
Egyptians who have publicized their opposition to the
charter, even just parts of it, are quickly labeled as traitors.

Boy, 12, Opens Fire At N.M. School
ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) — A 12-year-old New Mexico boy

drew a shotgun from a band-instrument case and shot and
wounded two classmates at his middle school Tuesday
morning before a teacher talked him into dropping the
weapon and he was taken into custody, officials and wit-
nesses said.

Gov. Susana Martinez says a boy was critically injured
and a girl was in serious condition following the shooting
at Berrendo Middle School in Roswell.

The students were in the gym, where she said they typi-
cally hang out before classes start during cold and in-
clement weather. The 12-year-old pulled a shotgun and
opened fire there at about 8 a.m.

But he was “quickly stopped by one staff member who
walked right up to him and asked him to set down the
firearm, which he did,” Martinez said.

Officials at University Medical Center in Lubbock,
Texas, say an 11-year-old boy was flown there in critical
condition and a 13-year-old girl was en route in serious
condition. Information from nurses treating the boy indi-
cates he was the shooter’s target, hospital spokesman Eric
Finley said. There was some confusion about the boy’s age,
but Finley said his parents told the hospital he is 11.

Judge Strikes Okla. Gay Marriage Ban 
TULSA, Okla. (AP) — A federal judge struck down Okla-

homa’s gay marriage ban Tuesday, but headed off any rush
to the altar by setting aside his order while state and local
officials complete an appeal.

It was the second time in a month that a federal judge
has set aside a deeply conservative state’s limits on same-
sex marriage, after Utah’s ban was reversed in December. 

U.S. District Judge Terence Kern described Oklahoma’s
ban on same-sex marriage as “an arbitrary, irrational exclu-
sion of just one class of Oklahoma citizens from a govern-
mental benefit.” 

The ruling drew criticism from the governor, attorney
general and other elected officials in this state known as
the buckle of the Bible Belt. A state lawmaker who once
said gay people posed a greater threat to the nation than
terrorism blasted rulings from “activist judges.”

Kern said the ban is a clear violation of the U.S. Consti-
tution’s equal protection clause because it precludes same-
sex couples from receiving an Oklahoma marriage license.
In his 68-page ruling, Kern frequently referenced U.S.
Supreme Court decisions issued last summer on gay mar-
riage. He also took a shot at Oklahoma’s high divorce rate,
noting that “excluding same-sex couples from marriage has
done little to keep Oklahoma families together thus far.”

Budget Bill Aims To Show Congress’ Mettle

BY PETE YOST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a deci-
sion that could reshape con-
sumers’ access to
entertainment, news and
other online content, a fed-
eral appeals court Tuesday
set aside Federal Communica-
tions Commission rules de-
signed to ensure that
transmission of all Internet
content be treated equally. 

The anti-discrimination
and anti-blocking rules have
barred broadband providers
from prioritizing some types
of Internet traffic over others.

A three-judge panel said
that the FCC has the author-
ity to regulate broadband
providers’ treatment of Inter-
net traffic. However, the
judges concluded that the
FCC failed to establish that its
regulations don’t overreach. 

“Even though the commis-
sion has general authority to
regulate in this arena, it may
not impose requirements”

that violate statutory man-
dates, wrote appeals judge
David Tatel. The judges said
the FCC’s rule in effect
treated all Internet service
providers as common carri-
ers — transporters of people
or goods for the general pub-
lic on regular routes at set
rates. Examples of common
carriers include airlines, rail-
roads, trucking companies
and utilities. 

But the court said the
commission itself already had
classified broadband
providers as exempt from
treatment as common carri-
ers, which set up a legal con-
tradiction. The FCC failed to
establish that its regulations
do not impose common car-
rier obligations on the Inter-
net companies, the judges
ruled in a setback for the
Obama administration’s goal
of Internet openness. 

The decision empowers
leading Internet providers to
decide which Internet serv-
ices — such as Netflix

movies, YouTube videos,
news stories and more —
they would allow to be trans-
mitted to consumers over
their networks.

In some cases, Internet
providers such as Verizon,
AT&T and cable companies
can demand that Google, for
example, pay them to ensure
that YouTube videos are ac-
cessible to all their con-
sumers, or Google could pay
extra to ensure that YouTube
videos are delivered faster.

The court said it was
aware of concerns expressed
by supporters of the FCC pol-
icy about what might happen
if the rules were overturned.

“For example, a broad-
band provider like Comcast
might limit its end-user sub-
scribers’ ability to access the
New York Times website if it
wanted to spike traffic to its
own news website, or it might
degrade the quality of the
connection to a search web-
site like Bing if a competitor
like Google paid for priori-

tized access,” the court said.
Verizon, which filed the

case against the FCC, said the
decision “will not change con-
sumers’ ability to access and
use the Internet as they do
now.”

It said the decision “will
allow more room for innova-
tion, and consumers will have
more choices to determine
for themselves how they ac-
cess and experience the Inter-
net. Verizon has been and
remains committed to the
open Internet.”

Advocacy groups such as
Public Knowledge called the
ruling a disappointing loss for
Internet users because the
court found that the open In-
ternet rules were built on a
flawed legal foundation.

FCC Chairman Tom
Wheeler said the commission
will now consider its options,
including an appeal, to en-
sure that networks on which
the Internet depends provide
a free and open platform.
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