
Movies 2013: A Soaring Year

COMICS 4B

RELIGION 5B

HOMETOWN 6B

TV LISTINGS 7B

SECTION B
PRESS & DAKOTAN

Friday, January 17, 2014

R
IV

E
R

 C
IT

Y
PHOTO: MARY BRUNICK

HAVE A PHOTO? Submit it to River City for publi-
cation in this space: RiverCity@yankton.net.RC

1105 W. 8th St.  |  Yankton, SD  |  1-855-MtMarty (686-2789)  |  mtmc.edu

Mount Marty College,
an academic community in the

Catholic, Benedictine, liberal arts tradition,
prepares students for a contemporary world of work,

 service to the human community, and personal growth.

Our Mission

Join us for any and all of our events for the rest of spring semester!  Learn more at www.mtmc.edu.
Mount Marty College

f
Follow us on Facebook for details on our events!

facebook.com/MountMartyCollege
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BY NATHAN JOHNSON
nathan.johnson@yankton.net

I guess I’m with Oscar.
Comparing my list of the 10 best

films of 2013 to the 2014 Oscar nomi-
nees for Best Picture, we share five en-
tries. Three of the other nominees just
missed my top 10 — and I have yet to
see “Philomena.”

For both narrative films and docu-
mentaries, there was a lot of quality
cinema to see in 2013.

Here were my highlights:
10. 12 YEARS A SLAVE

Steve McQueen’s unflinching adap-
tation of Solomon Northup’s 1853 mem-
oir is a haunting piece of cinema that
reminds us how casual the slavery sys-
tem was in its brutality. The depiction
of an interrupted lynching is particu-
larly difficult to endure. The film is a
demonstration of the power history
can have over us and is McQueen’s
best work yet.

9. HER
If you think the idea of falling in love

with a computer operating system is
ridiculous, you haven’t seen “Her.”
Spike Jonze’s look at loneliness and the
difficulty of connecting with other
human beings in a slightly futuristic
world is tender and penetrating at the
same time. Yes, you may initially laugh
at the goofiness of Joaquin Phoenix’s
mustache and pants, but you’ll proba-
bly join him as he falls in love with a
computer voiced by Scarlett Johans-
son.

8. SELFISH GIANT
In recent years, British directors

such as Shane Meadows, Lynne Ram-
say, Andrea Arnold and Ken Loach have
given audiences some brilliant, heart-

wrenching films about characters who
live in poverty. Now we can add Clio
Barnard to that list. “The Selfish Giant”
was inspired by Oscar Wilde’s short
story of the same name, but in this
case the film is definitely better than
the source material. It follows two boys
who collect scrap around the city in
order to make money. However, greed
soon leads to tragedy.

7. NEBRASKA
Filmed largely in northeast Ne-

braska and written by Bob Nelson, who
has Yankton-area ties, “Nebraska” will
likely make you uncomfortable with
just how spot on it captures life in this
part of the country. Bruce Dern gives
the performance of a lifetime as Woody,
a cantankerous old man who believes
he’s won a million dollars. Once again,
director Alexander Payne manages to
mix humor and drama in a way no
other directors are doing today.

6. THE HUNT
An elementary teacher played by

WARNER BROS. PICTURES/MCT

“Gravity,” which starred Sandra Bullock and George Clooney, soared in theaters, at the box office and with critics during 2013. It is also one of the leaders in
Academy Award nominations, which were unveiled Thursday.

BY JAKE COYLE
AP Film Writer

The Academy Awards appear to be the three-
horse race many expected they would be, with
“Gravity,” “American Hustle” and “12 Years a
Slave” all receiving a heap of nominations. 

The nominations for the 86th Academy
Awards, announced Thursday morning in Beverly
Hills, Calif., were led by the 3-D space odyssey
“Gravity” and the con-artist caper “American Hus-
tle,” both with 10 nominations. The harrowing his-
torical epic “12 Years a Slave” trailed closely with
nine nominations.  

All were among the nine films nominated for
best picture. The other nominees are “Captain
Phillips,” “Dallas Buyers Club,” “Her,” “Nebraska,”
“The Wolf of Wall Street” and “Philomena.” 

The most notable omission by the academy
was Tom Hanks, whose lead performance in “Cap-
tain Phillips” was widely considered a shoo-in. It
was a particularly surprising snub since Hanks is
widely beloved by the academy, having been nom-

inated five times previously, winning for “Forest
Gump” and “Philadelphia.” 

Robert Redford, expected by many to be nomi-
nated for the shipwreck drama “All Is Lost,” also
missed out on a best actor nod. Redford has
never won an acting Oscar. 

The best actor nominees are Chiwetel Ejiofor
(“12 Years a Slave”), Bruce Dern (”Nebraska”),
Leonardo DiCaprio (“The Wolf of Wall Street”),
Matthew McConaughey (”Dallas Buyers Club”)
and Christian Bale (“American Hustle”). 

The 77-year-old Dern is an Oscar nominee for
the second time, 35 years after his nomination for
Hal Ashby’s “Coming Home.” Few have taken
more pleasure in awards season than Dern, revi-
talized by a film he’s happily viewed, he esti-
mates, “approaching the upper 30s.” 

“I can’t see it enough to realize how lucky we
all were with the collaboration that went on on
this particular movie,” said Dern. “I feel somehow
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