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McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Oil began
flowing Wednesday through
the southern leg of the Key-
stone XL pipeline, as a mas-
sive environmental battle
continues over whether Presi-
dent Barack Obama should ap-
prove the northern portion to
tap Canadian oil sands.

The southern part of the
pipeline runs 487 miles from
Cushing, Okla., to refineries in
Texas. Keystone developer
TransCanada hopes to soon
get permission to start build-
ing the northern leg and bring
controversial Canadian crude
to the Gulf Coast.

The planned 1,179-mile
northern leg gets most of the
attention because the Cana-
dian oil sands result in more
planet-warming gases than
conventional oil. But Key-
stone opponents in Texas
have been fighting the south-
ern section for years.

TransCanada said the
southern leg can ship up to
830,000 barrels a day and
help relieve the bottleneck of
crude in Cushing, the Okla-
homa town that is the world’s
largest oil storage hub. The
pipeline runs from there to
Nederland, Texas, with a
planned spur to refineries
around Houston.

"This is a very important
milestone for TransCanada,
our shippers and Gulf Coast
refiners who have been wait-
ing for a pipeline to supply oil
directly from Cushing," Tran-
sCanada’s chief executive,
Russ Girling, told reporters
Wednesday in a conference
call.

Pipeline opponents in
Texas pledged Wednesday to
document all spills, leaks and
disturbances along the route.
They said the pipeline’s ulti-
mately planned cargo of Cana-
dian oil sands crude would be
difficult to clean up if it’s
spilled into Texas rivers and
streams, as bitumen in such
oil sinks in water rather than
floating like conventional
crude.

TransCanada’s need to re-
pair the pipeline before it
started pumping oil fueled
the opposition. So did letters
the U.S. Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration sent
TransCanada in September
warning of dents in the
pipeline and complaining the
company did not use quali-
fied welders.

The federal agency gave
the pipeline its approval,
though, and TransCanada’s
executives said Wednesday
that the spill protections are
state of the art.

"This is the safest oil
pipeline that has been built in
America to date," Girling said.

TransCanada continues to
anxiously await the fate of the
proposed northern leg of Key-
stone. That section of the
pipeline requires approval
from the State Department
because it crosses the U.S. in-
ternational border with
Canada.

A preliminary State De-
partment report downplayed
the environmental impact of
the pipeline, boosting the
hopes of TransCanada, which
said Wednesday that it ex-
pects a final analysis from the
agency within weeks. Obama
suggested in June, though,
that he will block the pipeline
if he concludes it would
worsen global warming.
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Assad’s Future Is Focus Of Peace Talks
MONTREUX, Switzerland (AP) — Furiously divided from

the start, representatives of Syrian President Bashar Assad
and the rebellion against him threatened Wednesday to col-
lapse a peace conference intended to lead them out of civil
war.

Assad’s future in the country devastated by three years of
bloodshed was at the heart of the sparring, which took place
against a pristine Alpine backdrop as Syrian forces and rebel
fighters clashed across a wide area from Aleppo and Idlib in
the north to Daraa in the south.

U.S. and U.N. officials said merely getting the two sides in
the same room was something of a victory, but U.N. chief Ban
Ki-moon’s claim that the discussions were “harmonious and
constructive” was at odds with the testy exchange when he
tried to get the podium from Syrian Foreign Minister Walid
Moallem.

With little common ground, the two sides were to meet
separately Thursday with a U.N. negotiator.

Mayor Faces Snow Removal Complaints
NEW YORK (AP) — Northeasterners scraped and shoveled

Wednesday after a snowstorm grounded flights, shuttered
schools and buried roads with a surprising amount of snow,
leaving biting cold in its wake. The atmosphere was particu-
larly frosty in New York, where the new mayor acknowledged
flaws in the cleanup and some residents complained that
schools remained open while children elsewhere in the region
stayed home.

The storm stretched from Kentucky to New England but hit
hardest along the heavily populated Interstate 95 corridor be-
tween Philadelphia and Boston. As much as 14 inches of snow
fell in Philadelphia, with New York City seeing almost as much,
and parts of Massachusetts were socked with as many as 18
inches. Temperatures were in the single digits or the teens in
many places Wednesday.

In New York, Mayor Bill de Blasio, facing one of the first
flashpoints of his weeks-old tenure, initially defended what he
called a “coordinated, intense, citywide response” to a storm
he said caused a worse-than-expected headache when it
ramped up at rush hour. 
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Israel Says It Foiled al-Qaida Plot On U.S. Embassy
BY IAN DEITCH
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israel on Wednesday
said it had foiled an “advanced” al-Qaida
plan to carry out a suicide bombing on
the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv and bomb
other targets, in what analysts said was
the first time the global terror network’s
leadership has been directly involved in
plotting an attack inside Israel.

The Shin Bet intelligence agency said
it had arrested three Palestinians who al-
legedly plotted bombings, shootings, kid-
nappings and other attacks. It said the
Palestinian men, two from Jerusalem and
one from the West Bank, were recruited
by an operative based in the Gaza Strip
who worked for al-Qaida leader Ayman
al-Zawahri.

The State Department said the U.S.
was not yet able to corroborate the Israeli
claims.

While a number of groups inspired by
al-Qaida have carried out attacks against
Israel before, this appeared to mark the
first time an attack was directly planned
by al-Qaida leaders.

The Shin Bet said the Palestinians
planned on attacking a Jerusalem confer-
ence center with firearms and then kill
rescue workers with a truck bomb. Al-
Qaida also planned to send foreign mili-
tants to attack the U.S. Embassy in Tel
Aviv on the same day using explosives
supplied by the Palestinians, it said.

It said five men whose identity and na-
tionality were not disclosed were to fly
into Israel with fake Russian passports to
attack the American embassy. It was not

clear where the men are located.
The Palestinian operatives had

planned on several other attacks, it said.
One included shooting out the tires of a
bus and then gunning down passengers
and ambulance workers.

The agency said it the plot was in “ad-
vanced planning stages” but gave no fur-
ther information on how close the men
got to carrying it out. It said the Palestini-
ans from Jerusalem had used their Israeli
resident cards to scope out and gather in-
telligence on targets. They were arrested
in the past few weeks, it said.

A number of al-Qaida-inspired groups
have carried out rocket attacks from Gaza
and Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, as well as
shootings in the West Bank. Israeli intelli-
gence calls these groups part of a “global
jihad” movement.

Aviv Oreg, a former head of the Israeli
military intelligence unit that tracks al-
Qaida, said the plot marked the first time
it has been directly linked to an
attempted attack in Israel.

The Shin Bet said the three suspects
made contact with al-Qaida over the Inter-
net. It said they planned on traveling to
Syria — where various jihadist groups are
battling the forces of President Bashar
Assad — for training.

Oreg said that many foreign fighters
fighting the Assad regime are from Chech-
nya and predominantly Muslim parts of
Russia and speculated that the militants
with the phony documents would be from
there.

Al-Zawahri’s location is unknown, but
he was last believed to be in Pakistan. He
is the subject of an intense manhunt and

is not believed to personally go online or
pick up the phone to discuss terror plots,
experts say.

Last year, a threat that began with a
message from the Yemen-based al-Qaida
in the Arabian Peninsula to al-Zawahri led
to the closures of embassies across the
Middle East and Africa, a U.S. official said
at the time.  The message essentially
sought out al-Zawahri’s blessing to launch
attacks.

Al-Qaida-inspired groups are on the
rise in the Gaza Strip, which is run by the
Islamic militant Hamas.

These groups accuse Hamas of being
too lenient because it has observed
cease-fires with Israel and has stopped
short of imposing Islamic religious law, or
Shariah, in Gaza.

In the West Bank, Israel and the Pales-
tinian Authority of Western-backed
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
have cracked down on Islamic militants.
Three Salafis, members of a movement
that advocates a hard-line interpretation
of Islamic law, were killed in a shootout
with Israeli soldiers in the West Bank last
November.

In Washington, State Department
spokeswoman Marie Harf said U.S. in-
vestigators and intelligence officials
were not yet able to corroborate the Is-
raeli information and declined com-
ment on specifics of the case. 

“Obviously we’re looking into it as
well,” Harf told reporters Wednesday. “I
don’t have reason to believe it’s not
true. I just don’t have independent
verification.”


