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CAIRO (AP) — A truck
bomb struck the main secu-
rity headquarters in Cairo on
Friday, one of a string of
bombings targeting police
within a 10-hour period,
killing six people. The most
significant attack yet in the
Egyptian capital fueled a furi-
ous backlash against the Mus-
lim Brotherhood amid rising
fears of a militant insurgency.

The mayhem on the eve of
the third anniversary of
Egypt’s once-hopeful revolu-
tion pointed to the dangerous
slide Egypt has taken since
last summer’s military ouster
of Islamist President Mo-
hammed Morsi: A mounting
confrontation between the
military-backed government
and Islamist opponents amid
the escalating violence.

In the hours after the
blast, angry residents —
some chanting for the “execu-
tion” of Brotherhood mem-
bers — joined police in
clashes with the group’s sup-
porters holding their daily
street protests against the
government. Smoke rose over
Cairo from fires, and fighting
around the country left 14
more people dead.

Saturday, the anniversary
of the start of the 18-day up-
rising that ousted autocrat
Hosni Mubarak, raised the
potential for new violence, as
both military supporters and
the Islamists vowed to take to
the streets with rival rallies.

After Friday’s blasts, in-
terim President Adli Mansour
vowed to “uproot terrorism,”
just as the government
crushed a militant insurgency
in the 1990s. The state “will
not show them pity or
mercy,” he said. “We ... will
not hesitate to take the nec-
essary measures.”

That could spell an escala-
tion in the crackdown that
the government has waged
against Morsi’s Muslim Broth-
erhood since his July 3
ouster.

Thousands of Islamists
have already been arrested
and hundreds killed, with au-
thorities accusing the group
of being behind militant vio-
lence. The Brotherhood,
which allied with some radi-
cal groups while in power, de-
nies the claim, saying the
government is using it to jus-
tify its drive to eliminate it as
a rival. The crackdown has

expanded to silence other
forms of dissent, with arrests
of secular activists critical of
the military, security forces
and the new administration.

For activists, that has
raised deep concerns over a
return of a police state de-
spite the government’s prom-
ises of democracy. 

But among a broad swath
of the public, those concerns
are eclipsed by fear of the
wave of militant bombings
and shootings since the coup,
which have largely targeted
police but increasingly hit in
public areas taking civilian
casualties. And the public
fury has been funneled at the
Brotherhood: After Friday’s
bombings, TV stations aired
telephone calls from viewers
pleading with army chief Gen.
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi to defini-
tively crush the group.

“Execution for Morsi and
his leaders!” one man
shouted through a mega-
phone as an angry crowd
gathered outside the Cairo se-
curity headquarters, hit in
Friday’s first bombing.

“Morsi is the butcher and
el-Sissi will slaughter him!”
screamed a woman, holding
up a picture depicting the
Brotherhood as sheep.

The day’s violence began
with the 6:30 a.m. blast at the
security headquarters, lo-
cated on downtown Bab el-
Khalq Square. Security
camera footage showed a
white pick-up truck pulling up
to the building’s gate. A man
jumped out of it, got into an-
other car and drove off. Two
policemen inspected the
truck for a moment before re-
turning to the headquarters.
Two minutes later, it
exploded.

The powerful blast ripped
down a main avenue, knock-
ing out shop windows for
more than 500 meters
(yards). The eight-story head-
quarters’ facade was shat-
tered, with air conditioning
units left dangling out of bro-
ken windows, and a 6-foot
crater was blasted into the
pavement.

The explosion also
wrecked Cairo’s renowned Is-
lamic Arts Museum, directly
across the street, blasting out
its windows, causing ceilings
to collapse, smashing display
cases of porcelain and glass-
work and breaking water
pipes that sprayed over man-
uscripts. Museum experts
said key pieces in its collec-
tion of Islamic artifacts were
damaged.

Abdullah el-Sayyed, a 26-
year-old salesman who lives
behind the headquarters,
said he was wakened by the
blast, followed by heavy gun-
fire by frantic policemen.
“They were firing their guns
in panic as if to call for res-
cue,” he said. 

He said he plans to return
to his home village in Fay-
oum, south of Cairo, because
he no longer feels safe. “It’s
not worth it anymore to stay
here. Every day I ride the
metro and go past here,” he
said.

After the blast, several po-
lice officers sat on the side-
walk outside the building,
weeping as ambulances
rushed in. A body lay on the
ground, covered by a sheet as
a crowd of distraught-looking
residents surveyed the
damage.

Touring the site, Interior
Minister Mohammed Ibrahim,
who is in charge of police,
called the bombings a “vile
terrorist act” and implicitly
blamed the Brotherhood, with-
out naming it. “They will reach
a point where coexistence will
be impossible,” he said.

Security officials later said
three suspects had been iden-
tified in the security head-
quarters attack, adding that
they belonged to the Brother-
hood and “extremist groups.”
The officials spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
release the information.

About two hours after the
Bab el-Khalq blast, attackers
threw a bomb at a police car
near a metro station in the
Dokki district on the other
side of the Nile River, killing
one person and wounding
eight others, the prosecutors’
office said. 

A third, smaller blast tar-
geted the Talbiya police sta-
tion about four kilometers
(two miles) from the famed
Giza Pyramids but caused no
casualties, security officials
said. They spoke on condition
of anonymity because they
were not authorized to speak
to the media. 

Hours after the attacks, the
Brotherhood held its daily
protests that they have vowed
to step up ahead of Saturday’s
anniversary. The marches
quickly turned into clashes
with police, joined by resi-
dents furious at the Brother-
hood, in several districts of
Cairo and in cities across the
country. The Health Ministry
said 14 people were killed in
the violence.

In one Cairo neighborhood,
pro-Morsi protesters clashing
with security forces set fire to
a police kiosk, sending a pall
of smoke in the air. In the
Mediterranean city of Alexan-
dria, residents throwing
stones and firing rounds of
birdshot killed one Brother-
hood supporter when they at-
tacked Islamists marching
after the funeral of a student
protester killed a day earlier.

As police drove back from
clashes with Brotherhood sup-
porters in the capital’s Giza
district, they were hit by the
day’s fourth bombing — a
roadside explosive that killed
one person and wounded four
others.

Police and soldiers have
been targeted by multiple at-
tacks in recent months. In De-
cember, a suicide car bombing
blasted the main security
headquarters of a Nile Delta
province, killing 16 people.
The interior minister survived
an attempted car-bombing as-
sassination attempt in Cairo in
September.
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Judge Orders Life Support Be Removed
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — A judge on Friday ordered

a Texas hospital to remove life support for a pregnant,
brain-dead woman whose family had argued that she
would not want to be kept in that condition.

Judge R. H. Wallace Jr. issued the ruling in the case of
Marlise Munoz. John Peter Smith Hospital in Fort Worth
has been keeping Munoz on life support against her fam-
ily’s wishes. The judge gave the hospital until 5 p.m. CST
Monday to remove life support.

Munoz was 14 weeks pregnant when her husband found
her unconscious Nov. 26, possibly due to a blood clot. Both
the hospital and the family agree that the fetus could not
be born alive at this point. However, John Peter Smith Hos-
pital had argued that it had to protect the life of the unborn
child.

Erick Munoz says he and his wife are paramedics who
were clear that they didn’t want life support in this type of
situation. Her parents agreed. His attorney argued to the
judge Friday that keeping the woman on life support would
set a dangerous precedent for future cases of pregnant,
brain-dead women.

Attorneys for the family declined to say what the next
steps were, pending a potential appeal from the hospital.

Syrian Gov. And Opposition To Meet 
GENEVA (AP) — Bending to intense international pres-

sure, Syria’s government and the Western-backed opposi-
tion agreed Friday to face each other for the first time
since the start of the uprising against President Bashar
Assad.

After three days of hostile rhetoric and five hours spent
assiduously avoiding contact within the United Nations,
the two sides will meet “in the same room,” said the U.N.
mediator trying to forge an end to the civil war that has left
130,000 people dead since 2011.

Mediator Lakhdar Brahimi met separately with Assad’s
delegation and representatives with the Syrian National
Coalition, who arrived at the U.N. European headquarters
five hours apart to ensure their paths would not cross.

“We never expected it to be easy and I’m sure it’s not
going to be, but I think the two parties understand what’s
at stake,” Brahimi said. “Their country is in very, very bad
shape.”

Brahimi, a famously patient mediator, is credited with
efforts to stabilize Iraq and Afghanistan after the U.S.
ousted their governments. But he faces a formidable task
to build peace in Syria, which has been flooded with al-
Qaida-inspired militants. The conflict has become a proxy
war between regional powers Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Ukraine Clashes Resume, Spread
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — As riots spread from Ukraine’s

embattled capital to nearly half of the country, President
Viktor Yanukovych promised Friday to reshuffle his govern-
ment and make other concessions — but a top opposition
leader said nothing short of his resignation would do.

Hours after the president’s comments, huge fireballs lit
up the night sky in central Kiev and plumes of thick black
smoke rose from burning tires at giant barricades erected
by protesters.

Clashes resumed at the barricades, which are just yards
from lines of riot police and also made up of bags of ice
and scraps of furniture.

Angry demonstrators hurled firebombs, rocks and fire-
works at officers. Riot police responded with tear gas and
several dozen protesters were rushed to a makeshift med-
ical triage area to be treated.

“We will force the authorities to respect us,” 27-year-old
protester Artur Kapelan said. “Not they, but we will dictate
the conditions of a truce.”

Bombings Rock Egypt, Six Dead

AMINA ISMAIL/MCT
Police officers secure a crater left in front of Cairo’s police direc-
torate after someone detonated a car bomb Friday morning, killing
at least five and injuring 51 others. It was the deadliest attack
against security forces in Cairo since the 2011 uprising. 

Report Of
Rare

Protest In
Eastern
Cuba

HAVANA (AP) — Wit-
nesses say independent ven-
dors in eastern Cuba staged a
highly unusual protest after
state inspectors allegedly
seized unauthorized goods
from their stalls, prompting
the state-backed labor union
to promise to seek a solution
to their grievances.

Home furnishings vendor
William Zaldivar said by tele-
phone Friday that goods
were confiscated from about
a half-dozen vendors, who
were fined 700 pesos ($28)
and stripped of their busi-
ness licenses. A few dozen
went to protest at the re-
gional government offices in
Holguin, pushing past police
and shouting that they
wanted to work.

Zaldivar says officials of
the state labor union met
them and offered to seek a
solution.

Independent human rights
activist Elizardo Sanchez said
several sources confirmed
Tuesday’s demonstration and
its size.

Officials have complained
that some vendors sell stolen
state goods.
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