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Laura Kroeker
 Parents: Jerry and Judi 
Kroeker
Grade: 11th
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
Physics

A+ Students
of the Week

Holly Richards
 Parents: Chris and Amy 
Richards
Grade: 7th
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
English, Social Studies and 
Computers

Melissa Kroeker
 Parents: Jerry and Judi 
Kroeker
Grade: 8th
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
Music and Math

Kolbee Sherman
 Parents: Jason and Leslie 
Sherman
Grade: 2nd
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
Math and Spelling

Kayla Knutson
 Parents: Todd and Sandy 
Knutson
Grade: 12th
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
Calculus

Emily Dangel
 Parents: Dan and Annie 
Dangel
Grade: 4th
School: Viborg-Hurley
Favorite Subject(s): 
Math, Reading and Science

Eisley Sayler
 Parents: Mark & Emily 
Sayler
Grade: 7th
School: Menno Public 
School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Reading and Math

Paige Heckenlaible
 Parents: Robert and 
Stephanie Heckenlaible
Grade: 8th
School: Menno Public 
School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Algebra 1, Computer and 
Science

Courtnee Edelman
 Parents: Kevin and Lisa 
Edelman
Grade: 9th
School: Menno Public 
School

Keely Rademacher
 Parents: Amy Fuhrer and 
Darren Rademacher
Grade: 10th
School: Menno Public 
School
Favorite Subject(s): Play 
Production

Caleb Preszler
 Parents: Sheri and Steve 
Preszler
Grade: 11th
School: Menno Public 
School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Chemistry, Accounting

Matthew Preszler
 Parents: Sheri and Steve 
Preszler
Grade: 12th
School: Menno Public 
School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Anatomy, English and Band

Payton Schafers
 Parents: Paul and Tara 
Schafers
Grade: 11th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Psychology

Hannah Just
 Parents: Robert and Karen 
Just
Grade: 11th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Algebra

Kelsey Buchmann
 Parents: Duane and Nancy 
Buchmann
Grade: 10th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Algebra

Laura Brown
 Parents: Dale and Amy 
Brown
Grade: 10th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Math, English and 
Computers

Lauren Soulek
 Parents: Larry Soulek 
and Mary Soulek
Grade: 10th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
World History and Chorus

Morgan Ziegler
 Parents: Glenn Ziegler and 
Sherry Frimen
Grade: 11th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Accounting and Algebra II

Patricia Fischer
 Parents: Terry & Sheri K. 
Fischer
Grade: 11th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Algebra, English and 
Psychology

Tara Droppers
 Parents: Roger and Lori 
Droppers
Grade: 10th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Algebra II, Spanish I, Novels, 
Band and Chorus

Whitney Fuerst
 Parents: Dennis and Jodi 
Fuerst
Grade: 9th
School: Tripp-Delmont 
High School
Favorite Subject(s): 
Math
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30,000 jobs, which is about the
size of Aberdeen,” he said. “The
new revenue brought into the
state would amount to $240 mil-
lion annually.”

Hornstra believes that B&H
Wind can play a key role when it
comes to tapping into that po-
tential.

Comprised of about 50 area
investors, B&H Wind was
formed in 2009 in response to
interest in a wind farm project.
Public meetings were held in
Avon, Tripp, Tyndall, Springfield
and Wagner. The corporation
leased approximately 34,000
acres southwest of Tripp for the
project.

B&H Wind started construc-
tion of its wind farm last month
near the intersection of Bon
Homme, Hutchinson and
Charles Mix counties, Hornstra
said. The project is expected to

be completed later this year, he
added.

B&H recently sold 39
megawatts of electricity to
NorthWestern Energy, adding to
the original power purchase
agreement of 41 megawatts pre-
viously signed by the two par-
ties.

Because of a confidentiality
agreement, Hornstra said he
couldn’t reveal the price that
NorthWestern is paying for the
B&H Wind power.

However, Hornstra added
that the wind farm’s price com-
pares favorably with the cost of
other types of energy. “We can
compete very well with coal,”
he said.

The B&H Wind experiences
provide valuable lessons for
other wind development efforts,
Hornstra said.

First, key questions need to
be answered, he said.

“How do we develop our
potential? What are the re-
sources in our area?” he asked.
“If there is a good wind re-
source, how is it transmitted?”

In charting its course, B&H
drew from the experiences —
both good and bad — of other
wind-farm efforts, Hornstra said.

“At the start, we organized
tours and learned from others,”
he said. “At Pipestone, we saw a
turbine on the playground,
which the school owns. You
don’t normally expect to see a
turbine there. But it’s paying all
of the heating bills and cooling
bills for the school, the cost of
the turbine, financing — and
there is over $20,000 left at the
end of the year.”

B&H organizers also toured
an operation very close to
home — the Elkhorn Ridge
Wind Farm near Bloomfield,
Neb., in neighboring Knox
County, Neb. The operation con-
sists of 27 turbines, with each
turbine 410 feet from base to
blade tip. Elkhorn Ridge holds
the capacity for producing 81
megawatts, enough electricity
to serve approximately 25,000
homes.

Midwest Wind was the de-
veloper, with the Edison Mis-

sion Group as the owner. The
power is purchased by the Ne-
braska Public Power District
(NPPD).

The South Dakota visitors
were in awe of the massive size
of the turbines, Hornstra said.
“That’s like lifting two fully
loaded semis into the air,” he
said.

The B&H organizers also
studied landowner agreements
and other legal and financial as-
pects, he said. However, they re-
alized they eventually needed to
take action.

“We had people providing
leadership, but we had no for-
mal organization,” he said. “We
needed to get organized and
make our decisions.”

The B&H investors inter-
viewed more than a half-dozen
professional developers before
hiring one. They also worked
with landowners on procuring
leases for wind rights.

However, a key component
was verifying the availability of
a dependable wind supply,

Hornstra said. “The bankers
want at least three years of solid
data before they will talk to
you,” he said.

In 2009, B&H erected 198-
foot towers to measure the
wind, Hornstra said. The towers
showed the prevailing winds
came from the northwest.

During Tuesday’s presenta-
tion, Hornstra explained the re-
maining hurdles — including
the marketing, regulatory and
interconnecting processes —
needed to make the project a re-
ality.

The B&H turbines hold a 30-
year life expectancy, compared
to other turbines with a 20-year
life, he said.

“Some of the first ones (that
were erected during older proj-
ects) are not lasting nearly as
well. You are seeing changes in
turbine technology,” he said.
“It’s like the computers that are
10 years old and aren’t nearly as
efficient as the newer ones.”

Former state legislator Frank
Kloucek of Scotland spoke as an

audience member, commending
the B&H Wind effort.

“They started from ground
zero and learned from others’
mistakes,” he said. “They
started this (wind farm) locally,
and I can’t say how important
that is.”

The B&H Wind project will
exert an impact far beyond the
local investors and the immedi-
ate area, Kloucek said.

“This is good for the
landowners, good for the con-
sumers and good for South
Dakota,” he said. “You (organiz-
ers) have done it, and you’ve
done it right.”

Hornstra closed by using a
1960s song to reinforce his be-
lieve in wind energy.

“Just listen to Peter, Paul
and Mary, when they sang, ‘The
answer, my friend, is blowin’ in
the wind,’” he said with a laugh.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net.
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