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State Parks Set Records In 2013

PIERRE (AP) — Visitation and camping in South Dakota’s
state parks reached all-time highs in 2013 for the second year
in arrow.

The biggest draws were Custer State Park in the Black
Hills, and Lewis and Clark Recreation Area near Yankton, the
state Department of Game, Fish and Parks said Wednesday.
The two parks also set their own records for number of visi-
tors, at 1.9 million and 1.2 million, respectively.

Both parks are major draws for out-of-state visitors. Visita-
tion there made up nearly 40 percent of the 7.8 million park
visitors statewide last year.

Camping numbers also increased across the state, up 3.2
percent from 2012.

“Alot of people took to the outdoors in 2013,” State Parks
Director Doug Hofer said in a statement. “Plus, it was a great
year for fishing, which boosted use especially at the Missouri
River parks.”

South Dakota’s newest park, Good Earth State Park at
Blood Run, near Sioux Falls, officially became a state park last
July. It attracted more than 20,000 visitors in its first year.

“For 20,000 people to visit the park, without any facilities
or services yet, indicates a bright future,” Hofer said.

Blood Run was designated a national historic landmark in
1970. The area along the Big Sioux River was used by thou-
sands of Oneota Indians into the early 1700s. Archaeologists
believe that Blood Run, a term coined by European explorers
because of the nearby creek’s reddish-colored water, was used
as early as 6,500 B.C. The area includes a large oak forest,
rolling hills, flood plains, riverside bluffs and burial mounds.

Ex-Sioux Falls Teacher Arrested

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A former Sioux Falls middle school
teacher is accused of having a sexual relationship with a 14-
year-old girl.

Sioux Falls police say 33-year-old Tonya Marie Drueppel, of
Sioux Falls, is charged with three counts of 4th-degree rape
and two counts of sexual contact with a child under 16.

The investigation started Jan. 22 when police received a re-
ferral from the Department of Social Services.

According to a court document, the relationship started in
2012 when Drueppel was an Axtell Park Middle School teacher.

The district says she was with the district from 2009
through the end of the last school year.

Drueppel is in jail on a $500,000 cash bond. Her first court
appearance is scheduled for Thursday. It wasn't clear if she
had an attorney.
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Regulators OK Tweak In
Neb. Nuke Plant’s Flood Plan

BY JOSH FUNK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Federal regulators
have approved a small change in a Fort
Calhoun’s flood preparations and they
plan to re-examine the worst-case sce-
nario for flooding at the Nebraska nuclear
plant.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
license change issued Wednesday should
ensure Fort Calhoun shuts down quickly
enough to be protected in a flood. NRC
spokeswoman Lara Uselding said the
change reflects an issue identified before
the 2011 Missouri River flooding and it
will make the nuclear plant’s flood plan
more conservative.

The Omaha Public Power District-
owned plant will now shut down when-
ever the river rises to 1,004 feet above sea
level. Previously, the plan didn't require
shutdown until the water reached 1,009
feet above sea level.

In 2011, flood waters reached 1,006
feet above sea level and surrounded the
nuclear plant on the banks of the Mis-
souri River, which had already been shut
down for maintenance and several safety
violations. Fort Calhoun’s main power
plant buildings are at 1,004 feet above sea
level.

At the height of the flooding, OPPD
erected a network of barriers and set up
an assortment of pumps to help protect
its buildings. But the plant, 20 miles north
of Omaha, remained dry inside.

The concern with flooding is that the
water could damage a nuclear plant’s
equipment and possibly disable its elec-
trical and cooling systems. Without cool-
ing for an extended period, a nuclear
plant core could be damaged and harmful
radiation might be released.

Fort Calhoun remained shut down

304 W. 3rd,
Yankton

Rural Lesterville
605-364-7414

Will Be Closed

from April 2011 until December while offi-
cials assessed and repaired flood damage
and addressed regulatory violations.
OPPD had to deal with a small electrical
fire in June 2011, address structural con-
cerns and retrain workers to respond ag-
gressively to safety concerns.

OPPD officials did not immediately re-
spond to questions Wednesday.

Uselding said OPPD has plans in place
to protect Fort Calhoun in a flood at least
up to 1,014 feet above sea level.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers esti-
mates that floodwaters would reach 1,014
feet above sea level if either the Oahe or
Fort Randall dams fail at a time when
there is already flooding near Fort
Calhoun.

But that flood estimate doesn’t ad-
dress what might happen in the unlikely
event of the dam closest to the nuclear
power plant — Gavin’s Point dam on the
South Dakota-Nebraska border — failing.

An internal NRC memo examining the
flood threat at Fort Calhoun that environ-
mental groups obtained in 2012 said that
dam failure upriver from Fort Calhoun
could create flooding as high as 1,060 feet
above sea level.

NRC officials have said that worst-case
scenario report was preliminary. The
agency is in the process of reviewing the
threat that flooding and other natural dis-
asters present to the nation’s nuclear
plants. Nebraska’s two nuclear plant op-
erators are due to submit a report on the
risks to regulators this spring.

The state’s other nuclear power plant,
Nebraska Public Power District’s Cooper
station, also sits along the Missouri River,
but it faces less risk of flooding because it
sits on higher ground next to the river
near Brownville, Neb. Cooper nuclear
power plant is also about 100 miles
downriver from Fort Calhoun.

School Employee ‘Evals’
0K’d To Be Confidential

BY BOB MERCER
State Capitol Bureau

PIERRE — The general public
wouldn’t be allowed to view evalua-
tions of teachers, principals and other
employees of public schools in South
Dakota under a measure approved
Wednesday by the state House of
Representatives.

State law requires school districts
to conduct the evaluations. The confi-
dentiality protection was requested by
the state Department of Education.

Rep. Tim Johns, R-Lead, said most
personnel information already is ex-
empt from disclosure under South
Dakota public-records laws.

Johns said the evaluation process
would be inhibited if the evaluation
records were open to public
inspection.

The vote was 48-17 in favor. The
legislation, HB 1030, moves to the
Senate.

Rep. Isaac Latterell, R-Tea, offered
an amendment that the confidentiality
would be waived if an evaluation record
were used for some other purpose,

But Rep. Christine Erickson, R-Sioux
Falls, said the amendment could inad-
vertently open the way to compromis-
ing information about students. “It's my
right to protect my child,” she said.

Opposition also rose from Rep.
Kathy Tyler, R-Big Stone City, and from
Johns. He said the amendment was too
broad and state law already provides
the opportunity to appeal for disclosure
of a confidential record.

Latterell responded that the original
legislation is too broad in its protection.
House Speaker Brian Gosch ruled that
the amendment failed on a voice vote.
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Riverview Reformed Church
1700 Burleigh, Yankton
Thursday, January 30th - 4:30-7pm

Serving Chicken Dumpling, Ham & Bean, Chili,
BBQ Pork Sandwiches, Hot Dogs, Pies & Desserts

EVERYONE WELCOME!

2 Serving Lines!

ITGHEN

THE OLD

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Wednesday & Sunday
5-7pm Cooks Choice
Thursday
5-7pm — Domestic
Beers $1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizza Burger & Fries
$5.00

NEW MENU - Pizza -
Burgers - Sandwiches -

LIGHTHOUSE

American Restaurant & Pub
2901 Broadway next to Sears 605-260-0870

Tuesday: Buy One, Get One
FREE Pizza All Day "o
Buy One Get One Free

| Buy Any Dinner Entree or Appetizer and Get a |

Second Item of Equal or Lesser Value for Free!
Good for regular priced pizza, steak, pasta or appenzers only. Valid until 2/28/14. Must

January 29th
thru
February 2nd
No Chicken
Buffet On
Wednesday
January 29th

Baskets - Wings & More!
CALL FOR TO GO ORDERS

FEBRUARY 1
SOLERA

February 8
Mike & Jay

JAN. 31, FEB. 1,2

Fri. 7:30 PM - Sat. 7:30 PM - Sun. 4 PM

Students *2.00 Adults *5.00
Idle Hour Theatre

Glazed Pork Loin

Tripp, SD Serving 5:30-8:00
= OPEN ALL YEAR!
Satut_‘day CJatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands * 402-388-4267
Enterta’nment Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake + 10 miles north of Crofton + 11 miles southwest of Yankton
No Band MONDAY: 14 0z. Ribeye wih Salad Bar $12.95
Regular Menu TUESDAY: Taco 99¢
5:30-8:00 WEDNESDAY: 14 0Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar $12.95 )
6.00 All You Can Eat | 1= SUNDAY MORNING BUFFET 8-1PM: Link & Pattie Sausage, Saturday, Febru
h_l'd oat Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm Bacon, C.J.’s Special Eggs, Waffles, French Toast Sticks, Potatoes, S 1 Time: 7:00-7: 3
Children 4-10 $3%)’ o Under 3'ree Sunday at 6:30pm Biscuits & Gravy & Always Fresh Pancakes ONLY $6.99 ocial Time: 9 p
Everyone Welcome! Happy Hour M-F SUNDAY NIGHT: 3 pe. Chicken with Salad Bar $9.95 Dance: 7:30-11:30pm
Sun,, Feb. 2 » 8AM-12:30PM : .4:30'7:30 Formal attire preferred, casual dress accepted.
LTI B OERE | HEART 10 HEART
209 Cedar, Yankion » 6653562 * Open To Public Wednesday of Month HEART TO HEART

5th Anniversary Drawing

Advance Tickets:
$20 Couple ¢ $10 Single
For Advance Tickets Call 605.364.7354
At The Door: $25/Couple; $15 Single

Price Includes: One Beverage, Snacks,
Music, Dancing, Atmosphere, Breakfast

\l,\\ Fundraiser for Lesterville Community Center

WOMEN’'S/CHILDREN'’S CEN TER

MOOSTASH JOE TOURS
NATCHEZ =+ DEEP SOUTH

8 DAYS e APRIL 10-17,2014

Dbl Occ Per person double occupancy from Norfolk,
Lincoln, Omaha, Fremont

ONLY Single Occupancy $1,479
TOUR INCLUDES: Deluxe Motorcoach 7 Nights Super Accommodations
13 Total Delicious Meals  Tupeto, Mississippi ®Natchez Trace eVicksburg, Mississippi
oL ongwood Mansion eRosalie Mansion eRosedown Plantation eBaton Rouge,
Louisiana ¢0ak Alley Plantation eCajun Wildlife Tour eAvery Island Tour
eTabasco Factory Tour eAcadian Village Tour

|SENIOR CITIZEN COUPON (55 & Over) A""' 10-17, 2014 |
s OFF tour price of $1159 'I 059 I
with $100 discount you pay only

One $100 coupon can be used for up to 4 people. Slngle OCC only $1 379

For more info. write to: MOOSTASH JOE TOURS
PO Box 969, Fremont, NE 68026-0969 or call 402-721-7944

1-800-806-7944 OR www.mjtours.com

Styled After TV’s “Dancing With The Stars”

Join Us For An Exciting Evening,
A Delicious Meal and Dancing Entertainment

February 8* ¢ Minerva’s Bar & Grill
»  Social Hour 5:30 ¢ Dinner 6:30
Ticket Info: 665-4811

Ticket Price $50.00 per person
(limited availability) ©

2014 CADILLAC

a2 AR Join us in celebrating our
@« AR P&
}'/J‘br@?é 11th Annual
CH 22
& oo A TASTE OF

NEW ORLEANS

From now until March 4th enjoy
Mardi Gras with a rich sampling
of New Orleans’
delicious food and drink.

We'll be serving up Creole
and Cajun specialties like
Red Snapper & Crawfish Etouffée,
VooDoo Chicken
and the best Jambalaya
this side of the French Quarter. *
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Attend a Rocky
Mountain Elk
Foundation Dinner
il and Benefit Auction
4% where fun and

+ fundraising

. combine for a

..l memorable evening.
: SRy 'w.'{ﬁm’kt—)

DATE: Saturday, Feb. 1st, 2014
o TIME: Doors open at 5:00 PM
PLACE: Minervas
E. Hwy 50, Yankton
TICKET INFORMATION:
www.rmef.org  Call Pat Cody at 605-661-8283

Proceeds benelid olh and other wildlife

Hote| Stay
& Champ
&5 and dessert
ds Restaurant

WILLIAMS & REE - FEB 7
CACTUS FLATS - FEB 14
BELLAMY BROTHERS - FEB 21
GUNSLINGER - FEB 28

Y Avadilable for a limited time only. ‘

- ienas— -
‘ GRILL &BAR ¢
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1607 E Hwy 50 * Yankion, SD « 605/664-2244

RMEF

7 MILESEAST OF NioBRARA, NE

CASINO - RESORT 402.857.3860 * OHiYACASINO.COM




