
BY TIA GOLDENBERG
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — A
knife-wielding Palestinian
stabbed 11 morning com-
muters on and near a bus
Wednesday, striking in the
heart of Tel Aviv and reignit-
ing fears of continued vio-
lence ahead of Israeli
elections in March.

The attack was the latest
in a spate of Palestinian at-
tacks against Israelis over re-
cent months, which has
been largely reserved to
Jerusalem but also has
spilled over to the West Bank
and Tel Aviv.

Tuesday’s stabbing took
place near a busy intersec-
tion during morning rush
hour. Police identified the at-
tacker as Hamza Mohammed
Matrouk, 23, from the West
Bank town of Tulkarem. Po-
lice said Matrouk confessed
to the attack, saying this
summer’s Gaza war, tensions
surrounding a Jerusalem site
holy to Jews and Muslims
and extremist Islamic videos
promising him an “arrival to
heaven” fueled the violence.

Gaza’s ruling Hamas
praised the attack, calling it
“brave and heroic,” but did
not claim responsibility. Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu blamed
Palestinian incitement for
the ongoing bloodshed.

Police and witnesses said
Matrouk was riding on the
bus when he began stabbing
passengers and the driver.
He fled the bus but was
chased down and shot by
prison service officers
nearby. They shot Matrouk
in the leg and arrested him.

The bus driver, Herzl
Biton, was stabbed in the
upper body and liver and un-
derwent surgery, his niece
Cheli Shushan said. Wit-
nesses said Biton used pep-
per spray to deter the
attacker and slammed on the
brakes to jar him. After being
stabbed, Biton flung open
the doors to allow passen-
gers to flee. 

At the scene of the attack,
a Jewish head covering lay
beside headphones on the
floor of the bus, with blood
splattered nearby. 

Video aired by Israeli tele-
vision station Channel 10
showed Matrouk running
down the street and stab-
bing a woman in the back as
he tried to escape. 

The violence comes
weeks ahead of March 17
elections, in which Ne-
tanyahu, a security hawk, is
facing a challenge from a
joint list headed by Isaac
Herzog and Tzipi Livni, who
support negotiations with
the Palestinians. The contin-
ued violence could sway
votes in Netanyahu’s favor. 

The attack sparked
heated rhetoric ahead of the
polls, with Herzog blaming
Netanyahu for a “strong lack
of personal security” among
Israelis.  

“The reality is very clear.
There is no sense of per-
sonal security. Not in Tel
Aviv, not in Jerusalem which
is divided by concrete barri-

cades and not (in the com-
munities) near Gaza. This is
a real problem and the citi-
zens of Israel will need to
make a decision,” he told Is-
rael Radio.

The stabbing appeared to
be the latest in a series of
“lone-wolf” Palestinian at-
tacks that have plagued Is-
rael in recent months, killing
about a dozen people, in-
cluding five people killed
with guns and meat cleavers
in a bloody assault on a

Jerusalem synagogue. Police
have said the attacks are al-
most impossible to prevent.

In Jerusalem, the violence
came after months of ten-
sions between Jews and
Palestinians in east
Jerusalem — the section of
the city the Palestinians de-
mand as their future capital.
The area saw a wave of vio-
lence last summer, capped
by a 50-day war between Is-
rael and Hamas militants in
Gaza. 

Much of the recent unrest
has stemmed from tensions
surrounding a key holy site
in Jerusalem’s Old City.  It is
the holiest site for Jews, who
call it the Temple Mount be-
cause of the revered Jewish
Temples that stood there in
biblical times. Muslims refer
to it as the Noble Sanctuary,
and it is their third holiest
site, after Mecca and Medina
in Saudi Arabia.  

Hanan Ashrawi, a senior
Palestinian official, con-
demned the violence but
said it came as a result of the
Israeli occupation. 

“You cannot have a vio-
lent military occupation with
full impunity and then ex-
pect all its victims to be
calm and quiet,” she said.

Netanyahu has blamed
the attacks on incitement by
the Western-backed Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud
Abbas and other Palestinian
leaders. 

“The terrorist attack in
Tel Aviv is the direct result
of the poisonous incitement
being disseminated by the
Palestinian Authority against
the Jews and their state,” he
said. “This same terrorism is
trying to attack us in Paris,
Brussels and everywhere.” 
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 Fundraiser for Lesterville Community Center

 Saturday, February 7 th

 Social Time: 7:30-8:00pm
 Dance: 8:00-Midnight

           Formal attire preferred, any attire accepted.

 Lesterville Winter Ball 6th Annual

 Advance Tickets: 
 

 For Advance Tickets Call 605.364.7354
 At The Door: $30/Couple; $15 Single

 Price Includes: One Beverage, Snacks, 
 Music, Dancing, Atmosphere, Breakfast

VFWPost 791      209 Cedar

Annual 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 

FISH FRY
Sponsored by: Cooties

Free-Will Donation 
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Boehner Rebuffs Obama’s Iran Sanctions
WASHINGTON (AP) — Defying President Barack Obama,

House Speaker John Boehner announced on Wednesday that
he’s invited Israel’s prime minister to stand before Congress
and push for new sanctions against its archenemy Iran.

Boehner’s decision to bring Benjamin Netanyahu before a
joint meeting of Congress on Feb. 11 seemed to catch the
White House by surprise. And it added fuel to a drive by law-
makers from both parties to pass legislation calling for fresh
penalties if there is no deal soon to prevent a nuclear-armed
Iran.

Barely sworn in, the new Republican-controlled Congress
is already on a collision course with Obama over a major for-
eign policy issue. Obama has threatened to veto any new
sanctions legislation, saying it could scuttle ongoing nuclear
talks with Iran and heighten the risk of a military showdown.

Secretary of State John Kerry on Wednesday quoted an
unidentified Israeli intelligence official as saying that adding
sanctions now “would be like throwing a grenade into the
process.”

But Boehner is not backing down. He told a private meet-
ing of GOP lawmakers that Congress would proceed on further
penalties against Iran despite Obama’s warning.

Iraqi Premier Appeals For More Aid
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s prime minister on Wednesday ap-

pealed for more aid for the country’s beleaguered ground
forces, which have yet to score a decisive victory against the
Islamic State group despite five months of U.S.-led coalition air
raids.

In an interview with The Associated Press, Haider al-Abadi
praised the coalition’s air campaign but said the international
community has stalled on commitments to train and equip the
ground forces needed to retake major cities.

“We are in this almost on our own,” he said. “There is a lot
being said and spoken, but very little on the ground.”

He spoke as he was leaving for London to take part in a
meeting Thursday on the war effort with foreign ministers
from about 20 countries, including Arab states. U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry is expected to attend.

11 Wounded In Israeli Bus Attack In Tel Aviv

JINI/XINHUA/ZUMA PRESS/TNS
Israeli police say they have shot a Palestinian man from the West
Bank who stabbed at eleven people in an attack on bus passengers
on Wednesday, in Tel Aviv, Israel. Police say they are treating the
incident as a terrorist attack. Three of the victims were in a serious
condition, with four others in a moderate condition and three
lightly wounded, according to ambulance services. 

France Plans New
Attack On Terror

PARIS (AP) — Reeling
from the Paris terror at-
tacks, France announced
broad new measures to
fight homegrown terrorism
like giving police better
equipment and hiring
more intelligence agents,
as European officials
sought to strike the right
balance between rushing
through tough counterter-
rorism laws and protecting
treasured democratic
rights.

Prime Minister Manuel
Valls laid out the countert-
errorism initiatives just as
the Paris prosecutor an-
nounced preliminary
charges against four men
for allegedly providing lo-
gistical support to one of
the attackers behind a
three-day spree of vio-
lence this month that
killed 17 people before the
three gunmen were shot
dead by police.

France plans to spend
425 million euros ($490 mil-
lion) over the next three
years for the new meas-
ures. They include leaning
on Internet companies and
social media to help in the
fight, creating an improved
database of suspected ex-
tremists, and increasing in-
telligence-gathering on
jihadis and other radicals
— in part by making it eas-
ier to tap phones. About
2,600 counter-terrorism of-
ficers will be hired, 1,100 of
them specifically for intelli-
gence services.


