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MMC isn’t keeping the Saint
John’s Bible under wraps, Henrick-
son said. An entire wall of his office is
filled with a white board with a mas-
ter calendar for scheduling appear-
ances.

“We have great plans for the her-
itage editions during this year,” he
said. “We want to reach the largest
audience possible so the greatest
number of people can experience it.”

The first public open house with
The Saint John’s Bible (TSJB) will be
held at 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 8, in the
Mount Marty College Library.

“We thought it would work best to
hold the open house on a Sunday af-
ternoon. We plan to show a 27-minute
video on the Bible, and people can go
through the line and read the her-
itage editions,” Henrickson said.

“We purchased two stands to hold
the two sets. People can spend time
with (each volume) — see it, spend
time with it, enjoy it and appreciate
it.”

While the public is allowed to
touch the books, they must first wash
their hands, Henrickson said. An es-
cort will stand alongside the display
to ensure the editions are handled
properly. At other times, the books
will remain on display but locked in a
case for safety.

In addition, the Feb. 24 Spring
Benedictine Lecture will feature Tim
Ternes, director of The Saint John’s
Bible, in Marian Auditorium at 7 p.m.
The interactive presentation will be
followed by a book viewing.

Ternes told the Press & Dakotan
he highly anticipates next month’s
visit to the MMC campus and the her-
itage editions’ year-long appearance
at the Catholic college.

“It is always exciting to introduced
The Saint John’s Bible (TSJB) to a
new and engaged audience,” he said
in the email interview. “The work was
made to be shared, and | am grateful
to the people of Mount Marty for
helping to make that goal possible.

“My presentation will give a his-
tory of the project and how it was
made as well as involve the audience
in engaging guided imagery discus-
sions of several of the artworks in the
Bible.”

Those attending Ternes’ presenta-
tion will also experience the rare op-
portunity to view selected volumes of
The Saint John's Bible following the
presentation.

“The creation of the original of
TSJB took 23 artists almost 15 years
to complete,” he said. “The reproduc-
tion of TSJB known as the Heritage
Edition took several years to make, as
well. The original was written on calf-
skin vellum with quills fashioned
from turkey, swan or goose feathers.
The copies are lithograph.”

A separate team worked on the il-
lustrations, known as illuminations,
Ternes said.

“Six people worked on the calli-
graphic artistry of the project, and
there was also a team of artists that
did the artworks,” he said. “The cal-

events and artwork to bring rele-
vance for today’s reader, Ternes said.

“The Genealogy of Christ incorpo-
rates strands of DNA. The Luke An-
thology has an image of the Twin
Towers tucked in an image which
deals with the need to forgive,” he
said.

“Imagery from the Hubble Tele-
scope is found in the Image of the
John Frontispiece — The Word Made
Flesh in reference to the cosmic na-
ture of the word. The Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse includes modern
tanks and oil wells in reference to the
battles we fight today. Cancer cells
and images of the leprosy and AIDS
viruses are also found in the Horse-
men as modern forms of pestilence.”

The original pages of TSJB have
been on tour to museums around the
country, Canada and the United King-
dom since 2005, Ternes said. Approxi-
mately 1.5 million people have seen
the exhibitions.

Henrickson noted the Saint John’s
Bible history and the heritage edi-
tions will play focal roles in academ-
ics and campus activities throughout
the year.

The Center for Active Learners
(CAL) will offer a February class fo-
cusing on The Saint John’s Bible, Hen-
rickson said.

“Lelia Elder, one of our instructors
for the CAL course, was one of 200
people who attended a workshop
sponsored by the calligraphers,” he
said. “Our course will incorporate art,
calligraphy, Biblical arts and theologi-
cal perspectives.”

A Noon Forum, led by Dr. Theresa
Lafferty, will take place March 26 in
the Roncalli South Dining Room. An-
other public viewing of the Bible will
be held prior to the annual Stations of
the Cross dramatic presentation held
in Marian Auditorium March 31.

“On April 5, we plan to take (the
volumes) to the Yankton Federal
Prison Camp, and we have plans to
take it to our Watertown campus,”
Henrickson said. “They are also look-
ing to use our heritage editions dur-
ing the Baccalaureate Mass in May.
On June 26-28, we have our alumni re-
union weekend. For October 2015,
this will be our art show with the illu-
minations. People can contemplate
the VisioDivina at that time, as we
will have 10 illuminations on display
at the art gallery located across the
hall from the Marian Auditorium the-
ater.”

Henrickson plans to schedule
other open houses, which will be an-
nounced throughout the course of
the year. He will also coordinate re-
quests from groups and organizations
in Yankton and surrounding commu-
nities who want to host the volumes
for a program.

In addition, the public may visit
The Saint John's Bible daily during
the MMC Library hours of operation
beginning Feb. 2.

Henrickson expects audiences will
find deep meaning in the old-style fea-
tures of the heritage editions com-
bined with modern events such as
9/11 and the Holocaust.
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“They had six calligraphers work-
ing with 1,150 handwritten pages, and
the six artists created more than 160
illuminations,” he said. “You can look
at and feel the gold leaf, which carries
additional meaning because gold leaf
is associated with the presence of
God.”

The unique calligraphy and art-
work will create new experiences for
viewers, Henrickson said.

“The illuminations show the con-
temporary spirit of the Bible,” he
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said. “It features the wisdom of the
prophets and shows a lot of turmoil
in the history of the world.”

While the Saint John’s Bible pro-
vides an eternal message, it also
speaks to each age in a special way,
Henrickson said.

“It’s not about looking at cen-
turies-old words, but it’s about bring-
ing words to life in a way that we can
relate to,” he said. “It speaks differ-
ently for different people. It’s a rare
opportunity to spend time with and

RANDY DOCKENDORF/P&D
The Saint John’s Bible took 15 years for completion of the process. A close view of Genesis shows the fine calligraphy
which, along with the special artwork, makes The Saint John’s Bible an artistic as well as religious treasure. Some pages
contain corrections or omitted sections in the margins.

experience the Word in a new way.”

For more information about the
Saint John’s Bible, visiting the Yank-
ton campus or arranging to host the
exhibit, contact Henrickson at (605)
668-1495 or email him at ahenrick-
son@mtmc.edu.

You can follow Randy Dockendorf
on Twitter at twitter.com/RDock-
endorf. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net.



