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the world

Muslim Immigrant Hailed For Courage  
PARIS (AP) — At a kosher supermarket in Paris, a quick-

thinking Muslim employee hides several Jewish shoppers in
the basement before sneaking out to brief police on the
hostage-taker upstairs. In the town of Dammartin-en-Goele, a
poker-faced businessman fools a pair of gunmen into believ-
ing they’re alone in the building before being allowed to
leave unharmed.

In the days after the bloody end of twin French hostage
crises Friday, stories of life-saving courage are beginning to
filter out. One of the most striking is the story of Lassana
Bathily, a young immigrant from Mali who literally provided
police with the key to ending the hostage crisis at the super-
market.

Bathily was in the store’s underground stockroom when
gunman Amedy Coulibaly burst in upstairs, according to ac-
counts given to French media and to a friend of Bathily’s
who spoke to The Associated Press. Bathily turned off the
stockroom’s freezer and hid a group of frightened shoppers
inside before sneaking out through a fire escape to speak to
police. Initially confused for the attacker, he was forced to
the ground and handcuffed.

Once police realized their mistake, he provided them
with the key they needed to open the supermarket’s metal
blinds and mount their assault.

“The guy was so courageous,” said Mohammed Amine, a
33-year-old friend and former coworker of Bathily’s who
spoke to him about the assault on Saturday.

Conference On Violent Extremism Slated
WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House plans a conference

next month on efforts to counter violent extremism — in light
of the past week’s shootings in France and earlier attacks in
Canada and Australia.

The meeting will highlight domestic and international ef-
forts to prevent extremists and their supporters from radical-
izing, recruiting and inspiring others in the United States and
elsewhere to carry out violent acts.

The White House says the Feb. 18 summit will build upon a
U.S. strategy to address the threat of violent extremism. The
White House says cities such as Boston, Los Angeles and Min-
neapolis-St. Paul have taken a leading role as part of their ap-
proach to crime prevention and community safety.

Representatives from other countries will attend, though
the White House did not identify them.

The main goal is to “better understand, identify and pre-
vent the cycle of radicalization to violence at home in the
United States and abroad,” the White House said in a state-
ment.

France’s ambassador to the United States, Gerard Araud,
spoke of the need for a global strategy that combines a mili-
tary response, information-sharing, law enforcement and coor-
dination with Muslim countries “because they’re on the front
lines of this crisis ... and they are also the breeding ground of
the crisis.”

Dispute Over MLK Bible, Nobel Medal
ATLANTA (AP) — The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s travel-

ing Bible hasn’t gone on regular display since President
Barack Obama used it while taking his second oath of office
two years ago. The public hasn’t seen the slain civil rights
icon’s 1964 Nobel Peace Prize medal in recent years, either.

Both relics reside in a safe deposit box, the keys held since
March by an Atlanta judge presiding over the latest — and in
many eyes, the ugliest — fight between King’s heirs.

The Estate of Martin Luther King Jr. Inc., which is con-
trolled by Martin Luther King III and his younger brother, Dex-
ter Scott King, asked a judge a year ago to order their sister
Bernice to turn over their father’s Nobel medal and traveling
Bible. The brothers want to sell them to a private buyer.

Fulton County Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney
could decide the case at a hearing Tuesday or let it go to trial.
He said when he ordered Bernice to hand over the Bible and
medal to the court’s custody that it appeared likely the estate
will win the case.

Survivor Helps Inaugurate New Barrier
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A survivor of a 2008 head-on

crash on the Golden Gate Bridge spoke Sunday from her
wheelchair to help inaugurate a new mobile median safety
barrier for the iconic San Francisco span.

San Francisco Bay Area physician Grace Dammann, para-
lyzed since the crash, spoke at a foggy ceremony on the
bridge to express her happiness at the new barriers.

The project’s chief engineer, Ewe Bauer, and U.S. Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., cut a giant red ribbon on one of the
distinctive yellow trucks that will move around the 1-foot-
wide safety barriers on the bridge’s six lanes.

While the dignitaries talked, work crews kept at their as-
signments, including painting new dividing lines on the
bridge roadways.

The Golden Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation Dis-
trict closed the bridge to private traffic this weekend for the
longest period in its seven-decade to install the safety bar-
rier and do other work.

BY ANGELA CHARLTON
AND THOMAS ADAMSON
Associated Press

PARIS — More than a million people
surged through the boulevards of Paris
behind dozens of world leaders walking
arm-in-arm Sunday in a rally for unity de-
scribed as the largest demonstration in
French history. Millions more marched
around the country and the world to re-
pudiate three days of terror that killed 17
people and changed France.

Amid intense security and with
throngs rivaling those that followed the
liberation of Paris from the Nazis, the city
became “the capital of the world” for a
day, on a planet increasingly vulnerable to
such cruelty.

More than 40 world leaders headed
the somber procession — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Pales-
tinian President Mahmoud Abbas; Ukrain-
ian President Petro Poroshenko and
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov —
setting aside their differences with a com-
mon rallying cry: We stand together
against barbarity, and we are all Charlie.

At least 1.2 million to 1.6 million peo-
ple streamed slowly through the streets
behind them and across France to mourn
the victims of deadly attacks on the satiri-
cal newspaper Charlie Hebdo, a kosher
supermarket and police officers — vio-
lence that tore deep into the nation’s
sense of security in a way some compared
to Sept. 11 in the United States.

“Our entire country will rise up toward
something better,” French President Fran-
cois Hollande said.

Details of the attacks continued to
emerge, with new video showing one of
the gunmen pledging allegiance to the Is-
lamic State group and detailing how the
attacks were going to unfold. That gun-
man, Amedy Coulibaly, was also linked to
a new shooting, two days after he and the
brothers behind the Charlie Hebdo mas-
sacre were killed in nearly simultaneous
police raids.

The attacks tested France’s proud
commitment to its liberties, which au-
thorities may now curtail to ensure
greater security. Marchers recognized this
as a watershed moment.

“It’s a different world today,” said
Michel Thiebault, 70.

Illustrating his point, there were
cheers Sunday for police vans that wove
through the crowds — a rare sight at the
many demonstrations that the French
have staged throughout their rebellious
history, when protesters and police are
often at odds.

Many shed the aloof attitude Parisians
are famous for, helping strangers with di-
rections, cheering and crying together.
Sad and angry but fiercely defending their
freedom of expression, the marchers hon-
ored the dead and brandished pens or
flags of other nations. 

Giant rallies were held throughout
France and major cities around the world,
including London, Madrid and New York
— all attacked by al-Qaida-linked extrem-
ists — as well as Cairo, Sydney, Stock-
holm, Tokyo and elsewhere.

In Paris, the Interior Ministry said “the
size of this unprecedented demonstration
makes it impossible to provide a specific
count,” noting that the crowds were too
big to fit on the official march route and
spread to other streets. 

Later, the ministry said 3.7 million
marched throughout France, including
roughly between 1.2 million and 1.6 mil-
lion in Paris — but added that a precise
count is impossible given the enormity of
the turnout.

On Republic Square, deafening ap-
plause rang out as the world leaders
walked past, amid tight security and an
atmosphere of togetherness amid adver-
sity. Families of the victims, holding each
other for support, marched in the front
along with the leaders and with journal-
ists working for the Charlie Hebdo news-
paper. Several wept openly.

“Je Suis Charlie” — “I Am Charlie,”
read legions of posters and banners.
Many waved editorial cartoons, the

French tricolor and other national flags.
As night fell on the unusually unified

city, some lit candles.
“It’s important to be here for freedom

for tolerance and for all the victims. It’s
sad we had to get to this point for people
to react against intolerance, racism and
fascism,” said Caroline Van Ruymbeke, 32.

The French president joined Ne-
tanyahu in a visit to a synagogue Sunday
night as authorities sought to reassure
the Jewish population — Europe’s largest
— that it is safe to stay in France. About
7,000 of France’s half-million Jews emi-
grated to Israel last year amid concerns
for their safety and the economy.

The three days of terror began
Wednesday when brothers Said and
Cherif Kouachi stormed the Charlie
Hebdo newsroom, killing 12 people, in-
cluding two police officers. Al-Qaida’s
branch in Yemen said it directed the at-
tack to avenge the honor of the Prophet
Muhammad, a frequent target of the
weekly’s barbs. Charlie Hebdo assailed
Christianity, Judaism as well as official-
dom of all stripes with its brand of some-
times crude satire.

On Thursday, police said Coulibaly
killed a policewoman. The next day, he
seized hostages at the kosher market
while the Kouachi brothers were holed up
at a printing plant near Charles de Gaulle
airport. It ended at dusk Friday with raids
that left all three gunmen dead. Four
hostages at the market were also killed. 

Five people held in connection with
the attacks were freed late Saturday, leav-
ing no one in custody, according to the
Paris prosecutor’s office. Coulibaly’s
widow, last seen near the Turkish-Syrian
border, is still being sought.

France remains on high alert while in-
vestigators determine whether the attack-
ers were part of a larger extremist
network. More than 5,500 police and sol-
diers were deployed Sunday across
France, guarding marches, synagogues,
mosques, schools and other sites.

higher cost of transporting oil by rail
or other means and still make a
profit. At low oil prices, they might
decide only to expand drilling if they
have an inexpensive way of getting
the oil to market.

The price of oil closed at $48 a
barrel on Friday.

Proponents say that during peri-
ods of low oil prices, the pipeline is
more important because oil compa-
nies would otherwise have less in-
centive to deliver what they say is
important oil from a reliable source
to U.S. refiners on the Gulf Coast. But
they say the current price decline is
not enough to change the long-term
prospects for oil exploration in
Canada, global demand for crude, or
prices.

Oil prices will have little impact
on the politics. The Republican-con-
trolled Congress has made passing a

bill approving the pipeline a priority,
despite a presidential veto threat.

———
Q: Will Keystone XL lower

gasoline prices?
A: Probably not, but that has not

changed. The price of crude oil does
affect the price of gasoline, and refin-
ers set up to use heavy crude would
enjoy lower priced-oil. That would
make those refiners more profitable,
but it would not necessarily lower
the price of gasoline. Wholesale gaso-
line prices are based on market
benchmarks, which are more closely
correlated to the highest-price crude
oil on the market, not the lowest
price crude.

———
Q: Do lower oil prices mean a

pipeline would have a bigger ef-
fect on oil sands development and
emissions of the pollution linked
to global warming?

A: Possibly. How much the
pipeline could increase production in
the oil sands depends on an array of
assumptions about global oil de-
mand, prices and regulation. In the-

ory, by increasing the price that oil
sands producers could get for their
oil, the pipeline encourages more de-
velopment. But that’s true at low and
high prices, too, according to
Michael Levi, senior fellow for energy
and the environment at the Council
on Foreign Relations.

It could be, though, that at low oil
prices the cheap transport provided
by a pipeline would be just enough to
make some new projects profitable
enough to develop, and that con-
cerns environmentalists.

In either case, however, the Cana-
dian producers would have to as-
sume low prices will linger for years.
Oil sands projects have long lives, so
companies based decisions on
whether to build them based on as-
sumptions over oil prices over the
long term, not based on current
prices.

———
Q: Does Keystone XL still make

sense for TransCanada?
A: It makes more sense than ever.

TransCanada stands to make more
money from the project now than it

did when it was first proposed.
That’s because the cost of the

project has increased from $5.4 bil-
lion to $8 billion, and most of the
cost will be borne by TransCanada’s
customers, according to Carl Kirst,
an analyst at BMO Capital Markets.
Oil producers and refiners have
agreed to pay 75 percent of the cost
overruns up to $8 billion; anything
over that will be split evenly.

———
Q: Does it still make sense for

oil companies operating in
Canada?

A: Probably. Periods of low prices
are to be expected over the life of the
pipeline, but to producers in Canada
the lower the price, the more impor-
tant it is to have additional low-cost
ways to get oil to market. That way
they can fetch a higher price for it
where it is produced. Many have al-
ready started investing in expansion
projects that would benefit from low-
cost market access.

If oil prices fall further or stay low
for a long period, however, produc-
ers will have no choice but to delay

or cancel new projects. If they do not
think they would be able to fill the
pipeline they would back out of the
project because they have to pay for
capacity on the line whether they use
it or not.

———
Q: Does it still make sense for

refiners on the U.S. Gulf Coast?
A: Yes. To refiners, more oil is bet-

ter, and more of the type of oil they
need is better still. Many complex
Gulf Coast refineries are geared to
process the heavy crudes that come
out of Canada, Venezuela and Mex-
ico. Because that crude is harder to
process, it is cheaper than light
sweet crude. If there is more heavy
crude available, the price drops, low-
ering the price for refiners. Venezue-
lan and Mexican crude production
has been falling, so refiners would
like another reliable source.

“We still want that crude,” said
Bill Day, a spokesman for the refining
company Valero, which would be a
Keystone XL customer. “Canadian
heavy crude is some of the lowest-
priced crude on the planet.”

Keystone
From Page 1

Millions Rally For Unity
Against Terrorism In France

RUOPPOLO GUILLAUME/MAXPPP/ZUMA PRESS/TNS

People gather in Paris during a unity rally on Sunday in tribute to the 17 victims of a three-day killing spree by homegrown Islamists. 


