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or first-time director Stacie Peitz,
the final show of the Lewis and
Clark Theatre Company’s (LCTC)
53rd season, “Death By Choco-
late” by Craig Sodaro, has been
an exciting learning experience.

“Death By Chocolate” opens
Thursday, Feb. 5, with half price night. It contin-
ues Feb. 6-8 and 12-15. Shows begin at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, with Sunday
matinees at 2 p.m.

“It is just a quirky, whodunit, mystery com-
edy that will, honestly keep you guessing until
the end,” Peitz said. 

The show’s main character, Nick Noir
(played by Zak McComas), is kind of lost in
time, Peitz said. 

“He’s really kind of an idiot,” she said. “He
believes he is film noir detective. He is very
down on his luck, so much so that his office is
currently in an alley.”

Noir is hired to look into the death of a cus-
tomer by a chocolate cup of coffee - and from
there the shenanigans begin.

“The whole show is trying to figure out who
committed the murder,” Peitz said. “But hon-
estly, no one who has watched the show from
beginning to end has been able to guess who
the murderer is. I was surprised even when it
came right down to it. The resolution of the
show makes you go, ‘What!?!’”

Peitz said the show is very funny, made
more so by the mostly veteran cast and the tim-
ing and personality they are bringing to their
characters.

“We held auditions just before Christmas
break, had a few read-throughs before the New
Year, and then really hit the rehearsals hard,”
she said. “I am super excited the board trusted
me to do this because I have been having so
much fun.”

Peitz noted casting the show was the most
terrifying aspect of the process to date.

“Sue Fields (a veteran director at LCTC)
came and helped me with auditions - walked
me through them,” she said. “Now that the
roles are cast, the parts are so obvious. I could-
n’t have written a better part for some of the
actors.”

Joining McComas on stage are: Ronni
Pospisil (Selma), Suzanne Leonard (Bobbie
Sue), Vicki Geiser (Bonbon Purvis), Nathan Por-
ras (Henry Higgins Hickenbottom), Tara Gill
(Coco Purvis), Scott Plath (Francois Lepew),
Katie Fargo (Georgia Gore), Tracy Taylor
(Yolanda Lamb) and Tawnee Weiland (Juniper
Berry). 

Assisting behind the scenes are: Olivia Hud-
son (assistant director and costumes), Quinn
Fargo (stage manager), McComas (light/sound
design), Beau Fleming, Michael Schumacher
and Jordan Kuipers (light and sound operators)
and Russ Leonard (set builder).

“It has been interesting staging the show,”
Peitz said. “I thought it would be so easy be-
cause it is a small cast, but what is unusual is
that they are all on stage together, a lot. It is al-
most like choreographing a dance. I would
think something was going to be one way, and
then I would step back and watch and it would-
n’t work.”

Peitz, who also costumed the show, said
that is the one thing she would change.

“It was just a lot to focus on,” she said. “I

tend to be very OCD and want things to go a
certain way and if I was focused on costum-
ing, I would catch myself not watching the
staging. So, in that respect, it was difficult, but

honestly, I don’t know that I could have let
someone else costume for me. That has been
what I have done the most and I would have
driven another costumer nuts saying, ‘No,
that isn’t what I want. This is what I want.’”

Admitting she will probably be a basket
case next week on opening night, Peitz said
she and the cast are ready to open.

“I am ready to sit back and watch the re-
sults,” she said. “The cast has been working
so hard. Just the other night, we had a line
read-through and then ran the show start to
finish and when we got done it was 10:30 p.m.
No one complained and they made it work.”

Peitz noted that LCTC will be having a wine
bar both Saturday performances. In addition,
LCTC has joined with Czeckers Bar and Grill
to offer a dinner and a show on Valentines’
Night, Saturday, Feb. 14.

“This has been an amazing, record-breaking
season for LCTC and ‘Death By Chocolate’ is
the perfect way to cap it off,” Peitz said. 

To make reservations for the show, call
LCTC at 605-665-4711 during box office hours
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. Monday-Friday.

To follow Shauna Marlette on Twitter go to
www.twitter.com/shauna.marlette. To comment
on this story go to www.yankton.net.
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Mount Marty College,
an academic community in the

Catholic, Benedictine, liberal arts tradition,
prepares students for a contemporary world of work,

 service to the human community, and personal growth.
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Join us for any and all of our events this spring semester!  Learn more at www.mtmc.edu.
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Sweet Mystery Of Murder
RC

LCTC Closes Its
Season With A
Little ‘Death By

Chocolate’

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

TOP: A sweet “whodunit” at the Precious Perks
Cafe sets the scene for the Lewis and Clark The-
atre Company’s production of “Death by Choco-
late,” which debuts at the Dakota Theatre Feb.
5. ABOVE: Nick Noir (Zac McComas) is tied up in
a scene from “Death by Chocolate.” Surrounding
McComas are, from left: Tracy Taylor, Scott Plath,
Nathan Poras, Tawnee Weiland and Ronni
Pospisil.
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