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Counterfeit Cash
Passing In Nebraska

(AP)— Counterfeit cash is
showing up in eastern and south-
central Nebraska.

At least three reports have
been received by Kearney police,
and Cass County authorities say
at least six counterfeit bills were
passed through businesses in
Murray, Plattsmouth and
Weeping Water since Saturday.

Kearney Police Sgt. Mike
Young says the bad bills aren’t
hard to spot because the paper
doesn’t feel quite right and the
portrait isn’t distinct.

Cass County Sheriff William
Brueggemann says the $20s and
a $10 that turned up in his coun-
ty are bad reproductions and
that most people handling
money could easily identify the
bills as counterfeit.

Omaha To Hold Gun

Amnesty Collection

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Omaha
police will hold another amnesty
day in hopes of getting more
guns off the streets.

The gun collection is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday near 30th and Spencer
streets in north Omaha.

Under the program, anyone
can drop off any gun with police
— no questions asked.

The city held its first gun
amnesty collection last month in
south Omaha. Police collected 30
guns and three cases of ammuni-
tion.

Family, Friends To
Send Off Neh. Soldiers

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) —
Friends and family members will
gather to say goodbye to about
300 Nebraska National Guard sol-
diers who are deploying to sup-
port operations in Iraq.

The farewell ceremony will be
held Sunday morning at Lincoln’s
Seacrest Field. Lt. Gov. Rick
Sheehy and other officials are
expected to attend the send-off.

The members of the Lincoln-
based 67th Battlefield
Surveillance Brigade will go
through training at Fort Lewis,
Wash., before deploying over-
seas. Their mission is expected
to last one year.

The Nebraska National Guard
says about half the soldiers have
already been deployed at least
once before.

Former Neb. Deputy

Sentenced For Porn

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — A for-
mer northeast Nebraska sheriff’s
deputy has been sentenced to
five years in federal prison for
receiving child pornography.

The U.S. Attorney’s office in
Omaha says 26-year-old Brandon
Cole of Pender was sentenced
Friday in U.S. District Court in
Omaha.

Authorities say Cole was a
Thurston County Sheriff’s deputy
when his roommate, also a sher-
iff’s deputy, discovered child
pornography on Cole’s home
computer. The roommate report-
ed his findings to the Thurston
County sheriff, and the Nebraska
State Patrol was asked to investi-
gate.

Investigators say a search of
Cole’s computer and laptop
turned up six videos of child
pornography and 25 still images
— some of girls under 14.

Health Alerts Posted
At Two Neb. Lakes

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) —
Nebraska authorities have issued
a health alert for toxic blue-green
algae at Red Willow Reservoir in
Frontier County and have contin-
ued an alert at Johnson Lake in
Gosper County.

Also on Friday, the state
ended an alert at Swan Creek
Lake 5A near Tobias in Saline
County, because the toxin level
had dropped below allowable
maximums.

The algae, which scientists
say are plantlike bacteria, are
common in freshwater. Some
types can produce dangerous
toxins.

People can still camp, fish
and boat on lakes under the alert
but should not have full-body
contact.

Drinking toxin-tainted water
can cause vomiting, diarrhea,
respiratory failure and, rarely,
death.
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Neh. Court

BY JOSH FUNK
Associated Press Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — The Nebraska
Supreme Court ordered the removal of a
longtime county judge on Friday because
he tried to influence cases involving a
coach and player on his daughter’s soft-
ball team.

The high court agreed with the
Nebraska Commission on Judicial
Qualifications, which suggested ousting
Lincoln County Judge Kent Florom. The
judge, who admitted to improper behav-
ior, has been on the bench for 19 years
with no indication of other wrongdoing.

Florom has 10 days to ask for a rehear-
ing before the court issues a mandate
enforcing its removal order.

A complaint filed last year accused the
judge of improperly involving himself in
two cases between March and July 2008.
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Removes Judge, Gites Misconduct

One involved North Platte teacher and
softball coach Sharon Kramer, who was
accused of stealing from a high school
booster club concession stand, and the
other a softball player facing criminal
charges.

Florom, who helped coach the team,
recused himself from both cases. But
court documents say he asked a prosecu-
tor if charges against Kramer could be
dropped, suggested she be sentenced
without an open hearing and threatened a
school board member.

In the softball player’s case, Florom
told a prosecutor to “take care of my
shortstop” and contacted the assigned
caseworker several times, the documents
said.

“There is no excuse for the respon-
dent’s conduct, and it is hard to imagine
conduct that, coming from a judge, could
be more damaging to the reputation of

the judiciary,” the court said in its ruling.

Florom was not in his office Friday,
and his lawyer, Susan Kirchmann, did not
immediately respond to a message Friday
morning. Kirchmann has said Florom
intended to be involved in the cases as a
private citizen and assistant softball
coach, not as a judge.

It does not appear that Friday’s ruling
would have an immediate impact on
Florom’s law license because the state’s
Counsel for Discipline would have to pur-
sue its own case against Florom before
his law license would be affected.

The court said the facts of Florom’s
misconduct are largely undisputed
because he admitted the improper behav-
ior, so it needed only to decide whether
suspension or removal was appropriate.
Justices ruled that Florom’s behavior was
egregious and prolonged enough to war-
rant removal.

Court documents said Florom made
statements to lawyers and others demon-
strating his interest in the outcome of the
cases even after recusing himself.

According to the ruling, Florom asked
a prosecutor whether the charges against
Kramer could be dropped in favor of
restitution and suggested means for
Kramer to plead and be sentenced with-
out an open court appearance.

The court said Florom also threatened
a school board member, who was an
attorney, out of concern that Kramer’s
conviction jeopardized her teaching posi-
tion with North Platte High School.
Florom told the school board member
that he would be “making an enemy he
doesn’t want to make.”

Florom also contacted the caseworker
assigned to the softball player’s case sev-
eral times, telling her he was “talking to
her ’as a softball coach, not a judge.”

Neb. Tax Revenue In June Comes In Short

BY NATE JENKINS
Associated Press Writer

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska
tax revenue dove in June, falling
10 percent below official projec-
tions after May figures seemed
to signal an economic rebound,
according to a report issued
Friday.

Net tax revenue for all four
categories of state taxes lagged
projections including sales taxes
— a measure of how much con-
sumers are spending, said the
report for June by the state
Department of Revenue. Sales
tax revenue was nearly $11 mil-
lion below projections for the
month.

“June receipts are further evi-
dence of a bumpy road to a
broad economic recovery,” Gov.
Dave Heineman said in a state-
ment.

Already sluggish tax receipts
were further dented by higher-
than-projected tax refunds pri-
marily given to businesses under
the state’s job-growth policies.

The refunds were 16 percent
higher than projected, totaling
$57 million for the month.

Gross, corporate income tax
revenue was the lone bright spot
in the report, exceeding the offi-
cial revenue forecast that sets
the baseline for the state budget
by nearly 13 percent. But after
refunds were added, net corpo-
rate taxes were nearly 8 percent
below the forecast.

Altogether, the state ended
the fiscal year with $76.4 million
less than what was projected by
the Nebraska Economic
Forecasting Advisory Board in
February. The board meets again
this fall to revise its revenue pro-
jections.

State Sen. John Wightman of
Lexington, who is on a commit-
tee that considers whether to
recommend special legislative
sessions on budget issues, said
Friday that a special session
doesn'’t currently appear neces-
sary, but that could change
based on future revenue figures.

Another member of the com-

mittee who is also chairman of
the state’s budget-writing
Appropriations Committee
agreed a special session wasn't
needed now, adding that the
state doesn’t have cash-flow
problems and likely won’t
because of a 3 percent cushion
built into the state budget.

“It'd have to start to get pret-
ty ugly,” for that cushion to be
insufficient, said Sen. Lavon
Heidemann of Elk Creek. If it
was, the state could lean on a
cash reserve account.

At least one state senator
believes a special session is
needed to get a head start on
spending cuts before lawmakers
craft the next two-year budget
during the regular session that
starts in January. The state
could have to close a budget gap
during that two-year cycle of
roughly $680 million.

“The longer we go without
solving this, it only makes next
year’s budget problem worse,”
said Sen. Heath Mello of Omaha.

Former Dem. Candidate
Pleads Guilty To Charges

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — A
former Sioux Falls attorney and
Democratic legislative candi-
date who led police on a chase
in May has pleaded guilty to
drunken driving, fleeing police
and embezzlement.

Mary Ann Giebink, 50, on
Thursday told the judge that
she had written at least $4,800
in checks from the client trust
account at Galland Law Firm.
Giebink said she wrote checks
to herself, her husband, her
business and a Sioux Falls bar
between April 9 and May 4.

“I gambled, your honor,”
Giebink said.

The former District 10 can-
didate for the state House with-
drew from the race and closed
her law firm after a police
chase May 7 that reached
speeds of up to 100 mph
through a rural Sioux Falls

neighborhood and ended when
she drove into a ditch.

Giebink also had faced a
drug charge that prosecutors
dropped in exchange for her
guilty pleas on other charges.

Giebink tendered her resig-
nation to the State Bar within
days of her arrest and officially
was disharred May 20. She
faces up to 13 years in prison
on the criminal charges. A sen-
tencing date was not immedi-
ately set.

Judge Larry Long lowered
Giebink’s bond from $5,000 to
$1,000 so she could pay former
employees for their last weeks
of work.

Giebink told Long she had
put money back into the client
trust account since her arrest
and promised to pay any addi-
tional restitution.
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and the following Alltel retail
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Alitel Retail Stores
® These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Aberdeen
© 3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635

Brookings
1707 6th St | (605) 692-6464

289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001
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Kyle
Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell

510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091
Pierre

1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854

Pine Ridge
1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880

Hurol Sioux Falls
® 1224 W. 41st St.
© 3709 W. 41st St.
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116 S Main | (605) 384-4451
© 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935
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after $100 mail-in rebate, with activation &
qualifying 1-yr. Smart Choice Pack agreement.

Plus Add Lines
Get 3 Months FREE

$25 activation fee applies per line. See qualifications below.

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Chamberlain

Huron
Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670

Madison
Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088

Eqmpment & promotional offers

Aberdeen

(605) 332-4000
(605) 361-2571

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com

at these locations may vary.

Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372
Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Milbank
Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196

Mitchell

Mobridge
Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950

BlackBerry® Curve™
8530 smartphone

FREE

after $100 mail-in rebate with
activation & qualifying 1-yr.
Smart Choice Pack agreement.

Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531

Select Comm., Inc. | (605) 996-0190

introducing

Android 2.

e Android Market™ for apps
e Integrated social networking
e 5 MP camera with auto-focus

alltel.com

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Pierre
Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563

Sioux Center
Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541

Sioux Falls

Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100
Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200
Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135
4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404
Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494

Vermillion
Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355

FREE

after $50 mail-in rebate with
activation & qualifying 1-yr.
Smart Choice Pack agreement.
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LG 8575 Touch
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1-800-alltel-1

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355

=7
ROV

Proud Sponsor of:

gouE AL ) \
gﬁ i = |
TampeD®

Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alitel may charge monthly
may not be taxes or government-required charges & are subject to

ty, r istrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer usage). These additional fees
I information regardmg your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel ve & on your monthly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable
rebates available for a limited time, while supplies last, with activation ofa qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has
been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price less the rebate amount. Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certificate for details. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device are required
to purchase & maintain a Smart Choice Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contractin order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans. Valid on qualifying, newly-activated
secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) new secondary lines, incurring no monthly access charges, for three (3) months to any qualifying primary line of service. New service agreement & $25 activation fee required for each
linein conjunction with phone promotion. Customer mustremain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three Months Free refers to the waived monthly access charge for each qualifying line, according to your rate
plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following activation. Upon the fourth bill cycle following activation, each additional
line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Limit of 4 secondary lines per primary account. Offer valid as of 7/10/2009 & may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Additional Information: This offer may be
limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & possible $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications Services available
at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ & related trademarks, names &
logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited & are registered &/or used in the U.S. & countries around the world. ©2010 HTC Corporation. All rights reserved. The HTC logo, HTC Hero & Quietly Brilliant are the trademarks of HTC Corporation. Lode,
Android is a trademark of Google Inc. Use of this trademark is subject to Google Permissions. Screen images are simulated. ©2010 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

Offers available at participating locations only. Alltel Wireless continues to serve 1.5 million customers & operate in the 65 Cellular Market Areas (CMAs) that Verizon Wireless is required to divest.
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