
extremely cooperative, and we
developed a good relationship.”

Cantin also investigated the
1970s shooting deaths of two FBI
agents, spending six weeks on the
Pine Ridge reservation.

The time with the FBI remains
a major highlight for Cantin.
However, he has performed other
roles during his lifetime, mostly in
Yankton. He has taught English at
Yankton High School and Yankton
College, served as Yankton police
chief, and accepted the role as the
first full-time criminal justice pro-
fessor at Mount Marty College.

He has also served on state
boards dealing with corrections
and chemical abuse. He continues
working as spiritual director at the
Keystone retreat for chemical
dependency and gambling.

Cantin recently attended a spir-
itual retreat at Sacred Heart
Monastery in Yankton. The retreat
allowed Cantin to reflect on the
many twists in the path of his life.

The Jefferson native received
his bachelor’s degree from
Yankton College and his master’s
degree from the University of
South Dakota in Vermillion, both in
English.

He taught and coached football
at Yankton High School. Outside of
school, he coached the Yankton
Lakers to the 1969 state amateur
baseball championship.

Cantin then taught at Pershing
College in Beatrice, Neb. After the
school closed, he taught English at
Yankton College.

During conversations with a
friend, Cantin learned more about
the FBI. Cantin’s wife, Judy, also
had a classmate in the FBI. The
more he learned, Cantin became
even more intrigued by the idea.

“I was happy at Yankton
College, but I applied on a lark,”
he said.

Cantin was accepted into the
FBI. He served assignments in
Washington, D.C.; St. Louis,
Minneapolis, Sioux Falls and
Philadelphia.

“In Philly, I worked on cases
involving labor racketeering and
foreign counter-intelligence,” he
said. “In Minneapolis, I worked on

cases involving bank robberies,
fugitives and extortion.”

After a back injury, Cantin
retired from the FBI. He and his
wife returned to South Dakota,
where he worked for Citibank
security in Sioux Falls, working
with fraud and other cases. He
then served as Yankton police
chief until 1995, followed by teach-
ing one semester of criminal jus-
tice at Huron University.

Mount Marty College officials
saw an opportunity to build their
criminal justice program with
Cantin’s experience and contacts.

Sister Ann Kessler said she met
Cantin when she co-chaired the
Governor’s Citizen Committee on
Corrections. She also served on
the South Dakota Commission on
Criminal Justice.

At MMC, Sister Ann taught
criminal justice courses. The col-
lege also used adjunct faculty but
wanted a separate major and full-
time faculty member.

“We contacted Leon about the
position,” Sister Ann said. “I have
always been impressed with the
man, and he is quite personable.”

Jason Even, a 1997 MMC gradu-
ate, was one of Cantin’s first crimi-
nal justice students.

“The majority of my classes
were with Leon. He was pretty
intriguing,” Even said. “I always
thought it would be cool to be an
FBI agent, and Leon told all the
stories that you wanted to hear
about his experiences, the things
he saw over the years. That kind
of knowledge really fueled the fire
and had me thinking that this was
what I wanted to go into. I wanted
to catch the bad guys.”

Cantin used his contacts
across the nation to help MMC
students, Even said. “There was
nothing that Leon wouldn’t do for
you,” he said.

Cantin stressed ethics and
integrity, and Even said he has
used those lessons first as a
Brookings police officer and now
as a state Division of Criminal
Investigation (DCI) agent in
Brookings. Even was named the
state’s DCI Special Agent of the
Year for 2010.

“You learn how to cop. They
don’t teach it,” Even said. “Leon
always said, ‘You know when you
know.’ You know when a guy
needs a break and when he needs
to go to jail. We talked a lot about
that.”

Even said he wasn’t surprised
to learn Cantin was ordained a
deacon and serving Even’s child-
hood parish in Sioux Falls.

“It’s a continuation of why
Leon went into ‘copping’ — to
help people and be there for peo-
ple,” Even said. “Those are the
same things he is now doing
through his ministry.”

Cantin admitted he wasn’t sure
about the diaconate, but he felt
drawn to the calling.

“Lightning didn’t strike and the
clouds didn’t part. It happened
like a gentle breeze,” he said. “My
wife and I would drive around the
(Lewis and Clark) lake and talk
about it.”

As part of his formation as dea-
con, Cantin began working on his
masters degree in pastoral min-
istry through MMC in 1997. He was
ordained in 2000 for the perma-
nent diaconate.

Transitional deacons are work-
ing toward the priesthood and
must follow a vow of celibacy.
Permanent deacons can be mar-
ried but cannot remarry if their
spouse dies. If single, permanent
deacons can’t marry.

“For deacon, I receive the
sacrament of Holy Orders,” Cantin
said. “I am one of the few
Catholics that have received all
seven sacraments.”

When Cantin indicated he and
his wife were moving from
Yankton to Sioux Falls, the bishop
had openings in three parishes for
full-time deacons. Cantin was
assigned to Christ the King Church
in 2005 and has served there ever
since.

“The diaconate is a real bless-
ing,” he said. “I see people at a sig-
nificant time in their lives — as

they get married or baptized, or as
they good-bye to loved ones. It’s
all part of the ministry.”

The number of permanent dia-
conate is increasing, Cantin said,
but he would like to see families
encourage their children to enter a
religious vocation.

“In first and second grades, the
children want to be priests and
sisters. By sixth grade, nobody
want to become one,” he said. “We
have parents whose first thoughts
about their children entering the
religious life is that ‘I’ll have no
grandkids.’ We need to focus on
vocations.”

Cantin looks forward to spend-
ing more time with his family, par-
ticularly his son who is returning
from Iraq in November. But he
remains grateful to MMC for help-
ing him become a professor,
oblate and deacon.

“I have really been blessed. I
am fortunate that Sister Ann has
been an important part of all that,”
he said. I am grateful to Mount
Marty to be part of something that
began and became a special expe-
rience. It was a special presence
on the campus that I called my
home. It was easy to be part of it.”

Cantin was fulfilling God’s plan,
Sister Ann said. “We know we’re
not perfect, and we know we have
crosses. But perfection is doing
the will of God,” she said.

Life is really about having faith,
Cantin said.

“I found myself asking, ‘Is it
really God’s will that I do this?
Why am I here? Why put me in
this space?’” he said. “Leaving the
FBI was very difficult. But God had
a grand plan, not a specific plan.
Without Him, I wouldn’t have done
all these other things in my life.”

clients since 2007. An expert
appointed to review progress at
BSDC said it took nearly a year
after some deaths before reports
were finalized.

Jodi Fenner, the state’s devel-
opmental disabilities director, said
a second committee of medical
professionals has been formed to
review deaths, which could
increase its work production.

Also incomplete is a review
that Schaefer said a year ago two

nurses with no connection to
BSDC would do.

Schaefer said at the time that
part of the job of the nurses
would be to review how the con-
ditions of the medically fragile
she forced to leave BSDC were
managed after they left. The
intent of the review, she said, was
not to determine whether the
move affected their health condi-
tions.

Schaefer said she decided later
not to have the reviews done
because they would have been
redundant. She said she was get-
ting regular information she was
satisfied with from state staff.

An official at a national advo-
cacy group sharply criticized

Nebraska’s handling of the move
of the medically fragile and
apparent lack of knowledge about
the potential problems associated
with transitions.

It is widely known in the field
of treatment for developmental
disabilities that moves can cause
what is known as “transfer trau-
ma,” causing serious health con-
ditions and increasing the
chances of death, said Tamie
Hopp, a director at Voices of the
Retarded, a national advocacy
group that has monitored the
issue in Nebraska.

An Associated Press review of
deaths of BSDC residents and for-
mer residents shows that the
move of the medically fragile in

February 2009 and moves that
occurred the year before may
have had severe consequences:

— The death rate among the
group of 47 medically fragile — 12
who died within a year of the
move — was more than nine
times higher than the death rate
among all BSDC residents both in
2008, when medically fragile peo-
ple still lived at BSDC, and 2009. 

— The death rate among resi-
dents moved out of the center in
2008 before the order to remove
the medically fragile was more
than five times higher than the
rate at BSDC that same year. In
2008, when seven of BSDC’s 267
residents died, 74 others were
discharged from the institution. 
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Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 

section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.
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Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.

Yesterday’s Solution

EASY

CH BOOK 8 #8

EA BOOK 9 #1

What does this mean to you? 
Efficient, safe and high-quality repairs completed by a business 
and it’s technicians that show dedication, confidence, training 
& knowledge in restoring your collision-damaged vehicle back 
to its pre-damaged condition.

is proud to announce 
that they are now an

“I-Car Gold Certified”“I-Car Gold Certified”“I-Car Gold Certified” 
Auto Body ShopAuto Body ShopAuto Body Shop
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I want to send a 
BIG thank you to

all my family 
and friends for 
 the wonderful 

 birthday wishes.
Love and prayers,

 Catherine 
 Heimes

 Thank
 You

Yankton’s 
 Home 
Team!

MORNING
COFFE E

WEEKDAYS 7:40 AM
MONDAY-FRIDAY

Yankton’s Home Team!

Tuesday July 13
7:40 Mike Freeman, The Center
8:15 Yankton Riverboat Days

Wednesday July 14
7:40 Pauline Akland
8:15 Deb Buckman,
Gayville Hay Days

Don and Janet Gath 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary by renewing 
their vows at Church of the 
Cross in Modesto, CA, on 
Saturday, July 10, 2010. 

Five of their six children 
attended the ceremony and 
reception along with other 
family members and friends. 

Don is a native of Mission 
Hill, SD, and a graduate of 
Gayville High School.Mr. & Mrs. Don Gath

 50 th Anniversary

POWERBALL: 20-21-27-28-
56, Powerball: 4, Power Play: 4;
Estimated jackpot: $72 million

DAKOTA CASH: 09-24-27-29-
32; Estimated jackpot: $107,000

HOT LOTTO: 08-11-21-23-37,
Hot Ball: 17; Estimated jackpot:
$2.8 million

WILD CARD 2: 15-17-19-20-

29, Wild Card: AH; Estimated jack-
pot: $100,000

2 BY 2: Red Balls: 5-7, White
Balls: 5-21

MYDAY: Month: 8, Day: 31,
Year: 19

PICK 3: 3-0-5
PICK 5: 02-07-22-29-36;

Estimated jackpot: $66,000

O N  T H I S  D AT E
25 YEARS AGO

Friday, July 12, 1985
• South Dakota highway funds

were improperly spent on an air-
plane, boat ramps, a park project
and other items that didn’t deal
with roads and bridges, a state
audit said.

• Iraqi warplanes fired a missile
into the Turkish supertanker M.
Syhan today, setting it ablaze in
the Persian gulf near Iran’s Kharg
Island oil terminal, marine salvage
experts reported.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, July 12, 1960

• South Dakota’s 11 votes at the
Democratic convention will be split
among the three leading contenders
for the presidentital nomination now
that Minnesota’s Hubert H.
Humphrey has released his dele-
gates.

• Myrl Clar, Yankton contractor,
has completed all surfacing on the
Gavins Point Dam road, except the

intallation of guideposts, according
to Charles King of the South Dakota
State Highway Department.

75 YEARS AGO
Friday, July 12, 1935

• The report on the condition of
the water in the swimming places
in and near Yankton had not been
received from the state health lab-
oratory in Vermillion up to noon
today, although it was expected
momentarily. Local physicians
said that no new cases of typhoid
fever had developed here. The
two boys ill of the desease were
reported as being “very sick” but
improving.

• Dr. Caroline Ware, member
of the consumer’s division of the
National Emergency Council, is
carrying the fight for married
women’s right to teach into
Wyoming. She seeks a reversal of
the University of Wyoming’s
refusal to permit her to teach
because she is a wife.

CARE
From Page 1

CANTIN
From Page 1

REGION DIGEST

Library Board Of Trustees To Meet July 14
The Yankton Community Library Board of Trustees will meet at

5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 14, in the meeting room at the library,
515 Walnut

For further information, call 668-5275.

James River Water Dev. Board To Meet
The James River Water Development District Board of Directors

will be holding its regular meeting on at 9 a.m. Thursday, July 15,
at the Best Western Kelly Inn in Yankton.

Items on the agenda are:
• FY 2011 Budget Hearing;
• Adopt 2011 Budget and Tax Resolution;
• Funding request from the City of Freeman;
• Funding request for a dam project in Hutchinson County;
• Funding request from the Northern Prairie Water Festival;
• Update on the Brown County Water Management Plan;
• Update on the Watershed Management Plan;
• Update on the TMDL activities on the James River;
• Any other business that may come before the Board. 

■ Get Updates At Yankton Online (www.yankton.net)


