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Her favorite character is
Atticus Finch.

“His goal as a person, or as a
character, is to be the same per-
son he is in the house, as he is
outside of the house,” she said.
“He tries to teach his children
he’s true to who he is.”

“He just tries to make the
best of a really bad situation,”
Scoblic added.

While the book has received
some criticism from readers
about how the African American
characters are less developed
than others, it has been dis-
cussed more than, arguably, any
other book.

Author Harper Lee’s life is
just as fascinating as the long-
standing, popular read. Lee, who
completed “To Kill a
Mockingbird” in 1959, never
authored another book, but she
helped her childhood friend and
neighbor, Truman Capote, with
his 1965 novel, “In Cold Blood.”
Capote was quoted as saying the
character Dill in “To Kill a
Mockingbird,” was based on him-
self as a child.

In 2007, President George W.
Bush presented Lee with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom of
the United States.

While the book still sells mil-
lions of copies every year — 40
million and counting — Lee has
kept a very quiet life, giving few
public appearances and even
fewer interviews. According to a
June 29 story in the Los Angeles
Times, Lee made a rare public
appearance in 2005 by accepting
an award from the Los Angeles
Public Literacy foundation for a
charity event.

“I'll say it again,” she said.
“Thank you all from the bottom
of my heart.”

This summer, libraries and
communities across the country
are planning readings and pre-
sentations of the book and
movie. Soon, “Hey, Boo: Harper
Lee & To Kill a Mockingbird,” a
documentary film by Mary
Murphy, will be released.

Fifty years and counting, “To
Kill a Mockingbird” is still a hit.

“It’s the best book ever writ-
ten in America,” Mikkelson said.
“It will stand the test of time.”
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