
BY JOSH FUNK
Associated Press Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — The family of
a boy who was sexually assaulted
when he was 5 years old by a
school intruder can argue in
court that the Lincoln school dis-
trict should have done more to
protect him, according to a
Nebraska Supreme Court ruling
released Friday.

The court said Lancaster
County District Court should
examine the facts of the case to
determine whether the district
did enough to protect the boy,
who was sexually assaulted in
2005 by a stranger in an Arnold
Elementary bathroom.

“This decision allows my
clients to go forward and have
their day in court,” said Vince
Powers, the family’s attorney.

A district judge ruled last year
that the school district wasn’t
responsible, because the assault
couldn’t be foreseen. But the
Supreme Court’s ruling Friday will

change the way courts in the
state evaluate what is foresee-
able.

School district lawyer Jim
Gessford said the ruling makes it
clear there is a factual question
to resolve, but it doesn’t say the
district was at fault.

“Safety and security of stu-
dents is the No. 1 priority of the
Lincoln Public Schools,” Gessford
said.

Powers said one benefit of the
lawsuit was that the district
improved its security procedures
after it was filed. Visitors to
Lincoln schools now face addi-
tional scrutiny.

“They’ve put into place what
appears to be a good security
plan so something like this
wouldn’t happen,” Powers said.

Joseph Siems Jr., now 32, was
sentenced in 2006 to 20 to 30
years in prison for the assault in
this case. The Associated Press is
not revealing some details —
including the names of the boy
and the mother — that could
identify the victim.

Siems entered the school mid-
day when no one was covering
the desk at the school’s unlocked
entrance, went into a restroom
and performed oral sex on the
then 5-year-old boy, according to
court documents.

The boy reported the assault
to his teacher. Siems’ arrest fol-
lowed.

Before the assault, three
teachers and a secretary saw
Siems inside the school. Two
questioned him, including one

teacher who directed him after
he told her he needed to use a
restroom. She then alerted
administrators, who put the
school on lock down.

The high court said the school
employees failed to monitor Siems
after spotting him and allowed
him to enter the restroom alone.

“Reasonable minds could differ
as to whether Siems’ assault of
(the boy) was a foreseeable result
of those failures,” the court said in
its ruling.
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‘10 Traverse LT AWD
#P1695  8 passenger, low miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,990
‘10 Traverse 2LT AWD
#P1682  Quad seating, low miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,990
‘10 Traverse 2LT AWD
#P1684  Quad seating, low miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,990

PRE-OWNED CROSSOVERS & SUVS
‘08 Silverado Crew LT Z71 4x4
#P1668A  Red & ready, 39,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . .$26,990
‘06 Ram Quad Cab SLT 4x4
#P1410A  Clean, local trade, 39,xxx miles . . . . . .$19,990
‘04 Silverado 3/4 Ton Reg. Cab 4x4
#P1599A  Low miles, 1-owner, 5-speed . . . . .$16,990
‘04 Silverado Ext. Cab Z71 4x4
#P1508A  1-owner, red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14,990
‘04 Silverado Ext. Cab 4x4
#P1539A  1-owner, blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,990

‘09 Impala LTZ
#P1639  Loaded, leather & roof, 15,xxx miles . . . .$18,990

‘10 Vibe GT
#P1653  Red & ready,
14,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,990

‘10 Outlook XR
#P1642  Black, heated leather,
dual sunroofs, DVD, navigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,990
‘10 Outlook XR
#P1645  Silver, heated leather,
dual sunroofs, 12,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$32,990
‘10 Outlook XR
#P1654  Black, heated leather,
dual sunroofs, 13,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$33,990
‘09 Vue XE AWD
#P1629  Fun to drive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,990
‘09 Vue XR
#P1655  Priced to sell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,990
‘08 Edge SEL AWD
#P1665A  1-owner, 6,xxxx miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JU$T IN
‘07 Trailblazer LT
#1538A  Local trade, leather, sunroof . . . . . . . .$16,990
‘07 Acadia SLT
#P1601  Leather and loaded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$24,990
‘07 Outlook XR AWD
#P1700  Loaded, leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26,990
‘03 MDX AWD
#1561A  White diamond, leather, roof . . . . . . .$15,990
‘03 Escalade
#1541A  Black beauty, leather, sunroof . . . . . . . . . .$15,990

PRE-OWNED TRUCKS

We Need Your Truck Trade!
Ask us about the Northtown 

Truck X-Change! Your truck trade 
has never been worth more!

‘10 DTS
#P1659  Luxury & loaded, only 7,500 miles . . . . .$37,990

PRE-OWNED CARS

‘10 Impala LT
#P1696 
Only 21,xxx miles . . . . . .$14,990

4 – ‘10 Impala LTs
All under 9,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$AVE
2 – ‘10 Impala LTZs
Loaded with low, low miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$AVE
‘09 Lucerne CXL
#P1478  Heated leather, chrome wheels . . . .$24,990
‘09 Impala 2LT
#P1635  Heated leather, 14,xxx miles . . . . . . . . .$17,990
‘09 Impala 2LT
#P1637  Heated leather, 18,xxx miles . . . . . . . .$17,990

PRE-OWNED CARS

‘09 G6
#P1626  Red & ready,
remainder warranty . . . . .$11,990

‘09 Aura XR
#P1519  Silver, leather, 15,xxx miles . . . . . . . . . .$14,990
‘07 DTS
#P1516A  Sunroof, chrome wheels . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,990
‘07 500
#P1453A  Leather & sunroof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,990
‘07 Grand Prix
#P1467B  Silver, local trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,990
‘06 LaCrosse CXL
#P1536A  Local, 1-owner trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11,990
‘06 DTS
#P1403A  Local trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,990
‘05 LeSabre Custom
#P1500B  Clean, local trade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,990

Payments as low as...

‘00 Dodge Neon
#P1622A  Orange, fun car! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,990

�W.A.C.         *W.A.C., $2,000 down cash or trade equity. 60 months at 6.9%, $6,990 sales price.          Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee.

$9 9/mo.*
‘05 Malibu Classic
#P1384A

‘05 Impala 
#P1473A

1.9% APR
on Select Used Cars Up to 36 Months W.A.C.

All Remaining 

   In-Stock 2010 

Chevrolets & 

Buicks Must Go!

Take Advantage of These Pre-Owned Specials!
NNO PAYMENTS UNTIL OCTOBER! �NO PAYMENTS UNTIL OCTOBER! �NO PAYMENTS UNTIL OCTOBER! �

#1544

2010 Silverado 1/2 Ton 
Crew Cab & Ext. Cab 4x4s

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,515
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$3,000
Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$5,000

$29,515*

UP TO

$11,500 

OFF**

Everyone Qualifies

Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
Business Choice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$500**

$26,015**May Qualify For...

SELLDOWN!
SELLDOWN! NNow Is TheNow Is TheNow Is The  

TTime To Buy!Time To Buy!
 Time To Buy!

*Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee. After rebate.
**Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee. Qualification restrictions apply. See dealer for d etails.

#1575

2010 Lucernes

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,680
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$2,500
Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$4,000

$31,180*

UP TO

$10,500 

OFF**

Everyone Qualifies

Buick Conquest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,000**
Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**

$27,180**May Qualify For...

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$51,975
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$5,000
Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$3,000

$43,975*Everyone Qualifies

Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$2,000**

$40,475**May Qualify For...

#1565

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,270
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$2,000
Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$5,000

$22,270*

UP TO

$10,000 

OFF**

Everyone Qualifies

Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**

$19,270**May Qualify For...

#1411

2010 LaCrosses

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27,835
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$2,500

$25,335*

UP TO

$7,000 

OFF**

Everyone Qualifies

Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
Buick Loyalty/Conquest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**

$20,835**May Qualify For...

#1560

Example:
MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22,695
Northtown Discount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$2,000
Factory Rebate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$3,000

$17,695*

UP TO

$8,000 

OFF**

Everyone Qualifies

Retention Private Offer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**
GM Card . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-$1,500**

$14,695**May Qualify For...

2 Choices! 2010 Impala LT 2010 Malibus

3 Choices!

MMaannyy 22001111ssMMaannyy 22001111ssMany 2011s 
IInn--SSttoocckk oorr CCoommiinngg!!IInn--SSttoocckk oorr CCoommiinngg!!In-Stock or Coming!

2010 Equinoxes

2010 Traverses

Many In-Stock 
or Coming!

Many In-Stock 
or Coming!

2010 Enclaves
Many In-Stock 

or Coming!

0%
Up to 72 months on 
Select New Vehicles

�W.A.C. In lieu 
of rebates.

We Are Your GM
Lease Return Center!

3 Month GM Lease 
Pull Ahead!

See dealer for details.

#1579

2010 Suburbans 
& Tahoes

UP TO

$11,500 

OFF**

3 Choices!

5 Choices!

3100 Broadway • Yankton, SD
(605) 665-4500 • (888) 876-7705

www.NorthtownUSA.com

“It Doesn’t Get Any Better Than This!”

SSOLDSOLDSOLD

 Out Our New Website 

 kaiserheatingandcooling.com

 KAISER

acknowledges there is a lot of
work left to do.

According to Superintendent
Dr. Joe Gertsema, Ekeren is leav-
ing big shoes to fill.

“Doug Ekeren has con-
tributed a great deal to the
school district during his time
on the school board,” Gertsema
said. “He is a very talented per-
son with excellent management
skills, and he will be missed.”

Ekeren said that perhaps the
biggest change affecting the dis-
trict he has seen in the last nine
years is the change that No Child
Left Behind has caused.

“No Child Left Behind, which
continues to evolve, has forced
the district to work with the sys-
tem,” he said. “We are fortunate
that Dr. Gertsema and the admin-
istration have a good working
relationships with our represen-
tatives and the Department of
Education. (NCLB) has created
so much paperwork and bureau-
cratic work that it has pulled
administrator time away from
the teachers and children to get
those reports done. I think we
are fortunate that our teachers,
administration and board have a
very good working relationship.”

The working relationships at
every level is something he feels
the community should be very
proud to have.

“I am not going to say we
haven’t had issues over the
years that we have not had dis-
agreements, because we have,”
Ekeren said. “But that’s why you
have a board and why we as
board members try to speak
with the members of the commu-
nity both individually and
through formal opportunities. I
think as a whole the community
is fairly comfortable with the dis-
trict and the education that we
provide to the students.”

The quality of graduates that
the district produces is a repre-
sentation of how well the district
is doing, Ekeren said.

“Our hope is that, as we send
our students off to further their
education, some of them will
come back to help the communi-
ty continue to grow,” Ekeren
said. “I always say the best form
of economic development is a
strong school. We have lots of

students go on to very good pro-
fessional careers be it medical,
professional or manufacturing. It
is a credit to the education stu-
dents are getting at Yankton
School District.”

Ekeren feels budget issues
will continue to loom large as
the next board takes the reins.
He noted that one of the hardest
things for community members
to understand is that there are
several funds operating the
school district and that each
fund has specific uses that the
money can and can’t be applied.

“I think we as a district have
done very well managing the
budget. That being said, the dis-
trict as an entity has to look for
ways to do better,” Ekeren said.
“With very limited resources
given the economic climate, we
have to be good stewards of
what resources we have.

“We can’t look to Pierre and
Washington to fix our problems,
we have to find a way to do it
locally.”

Ekeren pointed to the new
facilities and improvements at
Lincoln and Stewart Elementary
schools as examples.

“When you look at Yankton
and where we are at our physical
facilities, there have been signifi-
cant improvements,” he said. “I
know there are those who are
not convinced that we needed
the new administration building
and bus garage, but I think it will
help serve the district for many
years to come. For me, I certain-
ly don’t have any vehicles that
cost $70,000 but if I did, I would
want it in a garage.”

Ekeren also stressed how lim-
ited the General Funds is.

“The economy and the lack of
increases from the state has
forced us to make (tough) deci-
sions,” he said. “One of the
biggest challenges that creates
for us as a district is that 87-88
percent of the general fund is
spent on staffing. So we have to
make sure that we are using
those resources wisely and effi-
ciently and yet we are rewarding
those folks who year in and year
out are doing a good job.”

Ekeren says he expects the
board to continue its high level
of diligence for the school dis-
trict.

“II think the administration
and the chair have done a good
job of asking the questions and
getting the information to us we
need,” Ekeren said. “I expect that
to continue.”
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Neb. Court Revives Lawsuit Against School

BY KAREN MAHABIR AND
JESSICA GRESKO

Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON — Earthquakes
are so rare in the Washington
area that even a geology student
wasn’t quite sure what was going
on when a minor one hit early
Friday. Was it a truck passing by?
A low-flying plane?

Gerasimos Michalitsianos,
who will be a senior at the
University of Maryland, College
Park, was sitting on his couch
looking at e-mails when the 3.6-
magnitude temblor occurred.

“I didn’t actually know that I
was in an earthquake,” said
Michalitsianos, who is studying
postseismic relaxation, how the
ground changes following major
earthquakes.

Michalitsianos said he only
found out he’d been through an
earthquake when he looked
online.

“It was a rare treat to see an
earthquake occur here on the
East Coast and to actually feel
it,” he said.

Washington area residents are
used to politicians being the
region’s movers and shakers, so
it was a surprise when the earth
below shook. The earthquake
rattled windows and jostled
dishes but apparently caused no
serious damage. President
Barack Obama told reporters he
didn’t feel it.

Though Californians who have
earthquakes of this size almost
weekly may scoff, it was the
strongest to hit within 30 miles of
D.C. since officials began keeping
records in 1974. Rep. Darrell Issa,
R-Calif., joked on Twitter, “Small
earthquake in DC this morning ...
someone must have dropped a
copy of ObamaCare,” the presi-
dent’s health care legislation.

The quake happened at 5:04
a.m. and was centered in the
Rockville, Md., area, said Randy
Baldwin, a geophysicist with U.S.
Geological Survey’s National
Earthquake Information Center.
More than 18,000 people logged
on to the U.S. Geological Survey’s
website to report feeling it, some
from as far away as Pennsylvania

and West Virginia. The website
said earthquakes east of the
Rocky Mountains can be felt over
an area as much as 10 times larg-
er than a similar magnitude earth-
quake on the West Coast.

Police in Washington and near-
by Montgomery County, Md., said
they received many calls from
residents Friday morning, but
there were no immediate reports
of injuries or damage. Water, gas
and electric utilities reported no
problems to the District of
Columbia Department of
Homeland Security, which said
streets were clear and the sub-
way wasn’t affected. Crews did go
out to inspect bridges, however,
to check for damage.

Residents, meanwhile, spent
the day asking each other “Did
you feel it?”

Matthew Castelli, 40, of
Fredericksburg, Va., said he did-
n’t.

“I understand in this area for a
lot of people it’s ’holy cow!”’ he
said. “I think people tend to for-
get that we’re near a fault line
around here.”

The Washington area has had
small, infrequent earthquakes
over the years, including a 2.5-
magnitude quake in 1997 that was
within 25 to 30 miles of Friday’s
and a 2.3-magnitude quake in
1996 that was within 15 miles.

One earthquake larger than a
magnitude 5 was recorded in the
area in 1897, and it’s possible one
might occur in the future, but it
would be an extremely rare event,
said USGS geophysicist John
Bellini. Earthquakes in the area
occur on fault lines called
intraplate faults because, unlike
California’s San Andreas fault and
others, they are not on boundary
lines between the six or so large
plates that make up the Earth’s
crust.

Debby Taylor Busse said she
was watching television in the
basement of her home in Vienna,
Va., when she felt the quake.

“I didn’t know what it was,”
Busse said. “I have never been in
an earthquake before. It felt like
an airplane going overhead or
thunder, but it wasn’t coming
from above.”

Minor Earthquake
Shakes Up U.S.
Capital’s Movers


