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Tradition. Value. Excellence.

“Mount Marty College is a great place 
to prepare for your future. The teachers 
truly care about you and want to see you 
succeed. Many of the majors include 
hands on learning experiences or 
research opportunities to help 
prepare you for your career.”
-Ashton Walter, Howard, SD
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BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
AND BEN EVANS

Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON — The White
House did a sudden about-face
Wednesday and begged for for-
giveness from the black
Agriculture Department employee
whose ouster ignited an embar-
rassing political firestorm over
race. She was offered a “unique
opportunity” for a new job and
said she was thinking it over.

With lightning speed, the con-
troversy moved from Monday’s
forced resignation of a minor U.S.
Ag official in Georgia to Tuesday’s
urgent discussions at the White
House amid a rising public outcry
and then to Wednesday’s repeated
apologies and pleas for Shirley
Sherrod to come back.

Sherrod said she resigned
under White House pressure after
the airing of a video of racial
remarks she made at an NAACP
gathering about events that tran-
spired more than two decades
ago. But Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack said repeatedly on
Wednesday that the decision had
been his alone.

“I asked for Shirley’s forgive-
ness and she was gracious enough
to extend it to me,” he said after
reaching her by telephone.

Sherrod, in a phone interview
with The Associated Press, said,
“They did make an offer. I just
told him I need to think about it.”

The controversy threatened
to grow into more than a three-
day distraction for Obama’s
administration, with important
midterm congressional elections
nearing and partisan feelings
already running high. President
Barack Obama said nothing pub-
licly about the developments
while administration officials

tried to simultaneously show his
concern and to distance him
from the original ousting.

It all began with the airing of
a video on a conservative web-
site of Sherrod’s remarks about
not doing all she could to help a
white farmer. After she was told
to resign — with the NAACP
declaring its approval — the sit-
uation grew more complicated
when the rest of the edited video
was released by the NAACP and
Sherrod insisted her remarks
were about reconciliation, not
the stoking of racism.

By Wednesday afternoon,
White House Press Secretary
Robert Gibbs was apologizing to
Sherrod “for the entire adminis-
tration” and saying that officials
did not know all the facts when
she was fired and should have
investigated more. He said he
didn’t know if the president
would talk to Sherrod himself.

The president had been
briefed, Gibbs said, and “he
talked about the fact that a dis-
service had been done, an injus-
tice had happened and, because
the facts had changed, a review
of the decision based on those
facts should be taken.”

Said Vilsack, who also met
with the Congressional Black
Caucus, “This is a good woman.
She’s been put through hell. ... I
could have done and should
have done a better job.”

“Shirley and I talked about a
unique opportunity at USDA,” he
said. “With all that she has seen,
endured and accomplished, it
would be invaluable to have her
experience, commitment and
record of service at USDA. I hope
she considers staying with the
department.”

“I accept the apology,”
Sherrod said on CNN after
watching Gibbs talk to reporters
on television. But she said the
apology took too long.

Sherrod, appointed to her job
last July, was asked to resign
after conservative bloggers post-
ed a video of her saying she did-
n’t initially give a white farmer
as much help as she could have
24 years ago, when she was
working for a farmers’ aid group.
Sherrod said she used the story
in her speech to the NAACP to
promote racial reconciliation
and that the edited video distort-
ed her remarks.

Like the administration, the
NAACP reversed its stance on
Sherrod and called for her to be
rehired.

The incident was the latest in
a series of race-related brouhahas
to garner national attention since
Obama became the nation’s first
black chief executive.

A year ago, Obama convened
a “beer summit” at the White
House between a black Harvard
scholar and the white police ser-
geant who arrested him after a
confrontation at the black man’s
home. The president also faced
criticism over nominating to the
Supreme Court judge Sonia
Sotomayor, who had once
remarked on the virtues of hav-
ing a “wise Latina” on the bench.
And there are complaints about
the Justice Department’s han-
dling of allegations that New
Black Panther Party members
threatened voters at a
Philadelphia polling place on the
day Obama was elected.

Black leaders piled on
Wednesday in criticizing
Sherrod’s ouster. The Rev. Jesse

Jackson called on the adminis-
tration to apologize and give
Sherrod her job back. The
Congressional Black Caucus,
with 42 members of Congress,
called for Sherrod to be reinstat-
ed immediately.

However, the Rev. Al Sharpton
said black leaders should refrain
from calling for an apology from
the Obama administration, saying
that creates the impression that
black leadership is fractured. “We
are only greasing the rails for the
right wing to run a train through
our ambitions and goals for hav-
ing civil and human rights in this
country,” Sharpton said.

The episode comes as the
NAACP and the conservative tea
party group have been trading
charges of racism.

The two-minute, 38-second
clip posted Monday by
BigGovernment.com was present-
ed as evidence that the NAACP
was hypocritical in its recent res-
olution condemning what it calls
racist elements of the tea party.
The website’s owner, Andrew
Breitbart, said the video shows
the civil rights group condoning
the same kind of racism it says it
wants to erase.
BigGovernment.com is the same
outfit that gained notice last year
after airing video of workers at
the community group ACORN
counseling actors posing as a
prostitute and her pimp.

In the clip posted on
BigGovernment.com, Sherrod
described the first time a white
farmer came to her for help. It
was 1986, and she worked for a
nonprofit rural farm aid group.
She said the farmer came in act-
ing “superior” to her and she
debated how much help to give
him.

W.H. Apologizes To Fired Ag Worker

BY ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — State unem-
ployment agencies are gearing
up to resume sending unemploy-
ment payments to millions of
people as Congress moves to
ship President Barack Obama a
measure to restore lapsed bene-
fits.

After months of increasingly
bitter stalemate, the Senate
passed the measure Wednesday
by a 59-39 vote. Obama is poised
to sign the measure into law
after a final House vote on
Thursday.

It’s a welcome relief to 2 1/2
million people who been out of
work for six months or more
have seen their benefits lapse.

Under best-case scenarios,
unemployed people who have
been denied jobless benefits
because of a partisan Senate
standoff over renewing them can
expect retroactive payments as
early as next week in some
states. In other states, it will take
longer.

State unemployment and
labor agencies have been prepar-
ing for weeks for Congress to
restore jobless payments averag-
ing $309 a week for almost 5 mil-
lion people whose 26 weeks of
state benefits have run out.
Those people are enrolled in a
federally financed program pro-
viding up to 73 additional weeks
of unemployment benefits.

About half of those eligible
have had their benefits cut off
since funding expired June 2.
They are eligible for lump sum
retroactive payments that are
typically delivered directly to
their bank accounts or credited
to state-issued debit cards.

In states like Pennsylvania and
New York, the back payments
should go out next week, officials
said. In others, like Nevada, it may
take a few weeks for all of those
eligible to receive benefits, said
Mae Worthey, a spokesman for the
Department of Employment,
Training and Rehabilitation.

In North Carolina, Employment
and Income Department
spokesman Andrew James says to
expect a wait of two to six weeks.

The Senate continued debating
the measure a full day after a GOP
filibuster was defeated by a 60-40
vote. Senate rules required 30
hours of debate, but missing no
opportunity to seize a political
edge, Democrats attacked
Republicans for not waiving them
and requiring an additional day of
debate.

“Republicans are declaring an
all-out war on unemployed
Americans,” said Jim Manley,
spokesman for Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-Nev. “Even though
Democrats have the votes to give
unemployed workers the safety
net they deserve, Republicans are
callously delaying the vote for an
entire day.”

In fact, the measure could have
been passed months ago had
Democrats not insisted on cou-
pling it with a host of other, more
controversial legislation, such as
tax increases on hedge fund man-
agers and on some small business-
es that were used to pay to renew
a popular package of tax breaks
for individuals and businesses.

The resulting delays required
two temporary unemployment
insurance extensions — one came
only after a lapse in coverage
because Reid adjourned the
Senate for its two-week Easter
recess rather than engage in a
time-consuming battle with
Republicans. Benefits were
restored retroactively.

Senate Approves Jobless
Payments To Millions

NATION/WORLD DIGEST

Storm Shuts Down BP Effort To Kill Oil Well
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A storm brewing in the Caribbean

brought the deep-sea effort to plug the ruptured oil well to a near
standstill Wednesday just as BP was getting tantalizingly close to
going in for the kill.

Work on the relief well — now just days from completion —
was suspended, and the cap that has been keeping the oil bottled
up since last week may have to be reopened, allowing crude to
gush into the sea again for days, said retired Coast Guard Adm.
Thad Allen, the government’s point man on the crisis.

“This is necessarily going to be a judgment call,” said Allen,
who was waiting to see how the storm developed before deciding
whether to order any of the ships and crews stationed some 50
miles out in the Gulf of Mexico to head for safety.

The cluster of thunderstorms passed over Haiti and the
Dominican Republic on Wednesday, and forecasters said the sys-
tem would probably move into the Gulf over the weekend. They
gave it a 50 percent chance of becoming a tropical depression or a
tropical storm by Friday.

Crews had planned to spend Wednesday and Thursday rein-
forcing with cement the last few feet of the relief tunnel that will
be used to pump mud into the gusher and kill it once and for all.
But BP put the task on hold and instead placed a temporary plug
called a storm packer deep inside the tunnel, in case it has to be
abandoned until the storm passes.

DNA Hunt Prompts Dictator’s Exhumation
BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) — The mystery of where former

Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife Elena were
buried moved closer to resolution Wednesday after forensic scien-
tists dug up their official graves in a hunt for DNA.

Ceausescu ruled Romania for 25 years with an iron fist before
being ousted and executed during the 1989 anti-communist revolt
in which more than 1,000 people were killed.

Many Romanians have doubted for years that the Ceausescus
were really buried in the Ghencea military cemetery in west
Bucharest. Still, they were shocked by the unannounced early-
morning exhumation, part of a five-year lawsuit.

“I never thought this would happen,” said Ioan Mirichi, 81, a
former engineer visiting a family grave early Wednesday. “I didn’t
believe the rumors he wasn’t buried here ... but I suppose the fam-
ily must decide.”

Conspiracy theories have ranged from the graves being empty
to the Ceausescus’ bodies being spirited off by supporters and
replaced in their coffins by anonymous victims of Europe’s bloodi-
est anti-communist revolt.
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