
“Horse-Drawn Days: A
Century of Farming with
Horses” by Jerry Apps; .2010,
Wisconsin Historical Society
Press; $24.95; 199 pages.

———
BY TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER

You must’ve driven by the
lot six or seven times before
you stopped, before the gleam
of that machine drove you in
for a look-see. You don’t need
a tractor but sometimes life is
all about want, not need. 

And you want that tractor. 
Its engine is guaranteed to

start in cold weather and the
PTO has exactly what you
require for farm work. It’s got
enough horsepower, too, and
there’s a deluxe leather seat
in the air-conditioned the cab. 

Wouldn’t Great-Grandpa be
surprised?

Probably, since he got his
horsepower in the form of
horseflesh, as you’ll see in the
new book “Horse-Drawn Days:
A Century of Farming with
Horses” by Jerry Apps.

Long before that gleaming
tractor was a gleam of an
idea, horses were the main
mode of transportation, plow-
pulling, wagon-hauling, and
snow-clearing. Everybody,
town and country alike, had
or used a horse or three to do
heavy work. 

It wasn’t always that way.
Oxen were the original

“team”, but farmers learned
that horses were quicker than
a pair of ponderously-moving
bovines — even though the
oxen ate less and could be
eaten themselves. Mules, too,
were sometimes found behind
a plow, but horses were much
more popular. In 1915 —
before cars took over the
roads — nearly a million hors-
es lived and worked in
Wisconsin alone. Apps says
that in that year, 94 percent of
Wisconsin farms utilized hors-
es.

Despite that horses light-
ened a farmer’s workload, just
getting a team ready was a
chore. Harnessing itself took
several careful steps before
the real work started. Then a
farmer could look forward to
a long, dusty day walking or
pitching, loading or unloading,
hauling and stacking. And woe
to the farmer whose horses
spooked ...

But it wasn’t all bad; in
fact, there are reasons why
old-timers smile wistfully at
the memory of farming with
real horsepower. Horses were
pets, friends, family members,
partners, and helpmates, as
well as the occasional GPS for
a tired farmer on his way
home. They were wonderfully,
cheaply fuel-efficient: hay in,
fertilizer out. Unlike that trac-
tor you’re drooling over, a
horse always started in cold
weather. He never needed
expensive gas or oil, he ran
quietly without a computer
chip, and he never “broke
down” when you needed him
the most. 

Know somebody who
loved to horse around in the
fields? Do you love the smell
of horse and old leather?
Then this book will be a pleas-
ure.

Author Jerry Apps, himself
a former farm kid, can tell a
story like nobody else — and
he does it here aplenty. Using
personal stories, old photos,
magazine ads from bygone
days, trivia, and recollections
from former farmers, Apps
practically chats with his
readers in this book. That,
and the easy images Apps
evokes, gives “Horse-Drawn
Days” the comfortable feel of
a neighborly visit or an
across-the-fence jaw-session.

For re-creationists, back-to-
nature sorts, horse lovers, for-
mer farmers, or anybody who
longs a time when life was
slower, “Horse-Drawn Days” is
a perfect read. If you’ve got
any horse sense at all, you
won’t miss it. 
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THE BOOKWORM:

You Will Be
Drawn To
Farming

BY PAM MEYLOR
Executive Director Yankton Area Arts

Today at the G.A.R. Hall Art Gallery the
2010 Mighty Mo Photo Show opens and
features the work of area photographers.
This is an annual photo competition
designed to compliment Yankton's yearly
Riverboat Days / Summer Arts Festival
celebrations and to recognize the talents
of area photographers. Yankton Area Arts
will be hosting a reception and award
presentation on the evening of Friday,
August 6 at the G.A.R. Hall. 

Historically, Yankton Area Arts holds
an opening for a new exhibit during the
week it opens; however, we are changing
the schedule around just a bit.  The
change comes from the work our exhibit
committee has been doing with the other
Yankton galleries to coordinate a monthly
art night. You may have noticed that in
the past few months there have been a
few evenings promoted as “Yankton Art
Night”. Those events have received won-
derful feedback and the local galleries
have decided to make it a regularly
scheduled evening called “First Fridays”.  

Yankton Area Arts will be celebrating
the inaugural First Friday by hosting our
2010 Mighty Mo Photo Show reception
and awards ceremony that evening. This
year the incentive for photographers to
display their best work has been expand-
ed. Bank 360, Avera Sacred Heart
Hospital, National Park Service and
University Art Galleries at USD will each
present a Promise-to-Purchase award for
the Mighty Mo Photo Show. As award pre-
senters, these sponsors are invited to pre-
view the show and select photos, which
they can use to adorn their facilities or
give as a gift. Harold’s Photo and Lily
Crest Cottage have agreed to award gift
certificates again this year. The reception
will kick-off at 5:00pm with the awards
ceremony to recognize the photographers
beginning at 5:30. As always, the public is
invited to attend.

The River City Area Woodcarvers will
also be joining us in the gallery on First
Friday. This group formed in August of

last year and has been growing ever
since. They will host an open house at the
G.A.R. Hall Art Gallery during the evening
and then again from 1:00–3:00pm on
Saturday, August 7. This group has creat-
ed some amazing works and they will be
on hand at the gallery to visit with guests
about their beautiful carvings.  This is a
great opportunity for those of you inter-
ested in learning more about the River
City Area Woodcarvers to visit with the
members of the group. 

It is hard to believe that summer is
drawing to a close. There are just two
concerts left of the Summer Series.
There's good news though still, as next
Tuesday's show features Poker Alice out
of Vermillion. This wonderful group plays

western swing, jump blues, old-time pop
and country, led by Nick Schwebach
(vocals/guitar) and Owen DeJong (fiddle).
Please plan on spending Tuesday night
enjoying the music in the park before the
series comes to an end. 

Incidentally, we are already looking for-
ward to the 2011 concert season, so be
sure to let me know if there are any
favorites you would like back next season!
In the meantime, you can check out our
website at www.YanktonAreaArts.org for a
complete schedule of the remaining
shows – plus more information on the
Summer Pops Concert Series, the Mighty
Mo Photo Show and most anything having
to do with the arts in and around
Yankton!

ART FORMS

Mighty Mo Photos Take Over Gar Hall
YANKTON AREA ARTS

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS:

Now through Sept 7 - Mighty Mo Photo

Show featuring area photographers at

the G.A.R. Hall Art Gallery Reception

and awards from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Free

to the public. 

August 3 — Summer Pops Concert featur-

ing Poker Alice 8 p.m. at the Riverside

Park Amphitheater; free and open to

the public.

August 6 — First Friday Art Night –local

art galleries from 5-7 p.m. G.A.R. Hall –

“Mighty Mo Photo Show” reception and

awards presentation

August 6 – One Ten Gallery – featuring

the works of potter Dan Bartos and

glass artist Steve Kaczmarek

August 6 – The Art House Gallery – “The

Lacey Lee Weaver Painting Exhibition” 

August 6 — River City Area Woodcarvers

- Open House 5:00 – 7:00pm at the

G.A.R. Hall located at 508 Douglas

Avenue, Yankton.

August 7 — River City Area Woodcarvers

- Open House 1:00 – 3:00pm at the

G.A.R. Hall located at 508 Douglas

Avenue, Yankton.

August 10 — Summer Pops Concert fea-

turing South Dakota Jazz Orchestra

8:00 pm at the Riverside Park

Amphitheater; free and open to the

public.

August 20 through 22 – The 26th

Summer Arts Festival in Riverside Park,

for more vendor information please visit

our website.

The G.A.R. Hall Gallery and Yankton
Area Arts are located at 508 Douglas
Avenue, Yankton. The gallery is open
to the public free of charge 1-5 p.m.
Monday through Friday and from 1-3
p.m. on Saturdays. For more informa-
tion contact the office (605) 665-9754,
info@YanktonAreaArts.org or visit the
website at www.YanktonAreaArts.org.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Join Yankton Area Arts Tuesday night August 3, for the next Summer Pops Concert
at Riverside Park Amphitheater where Poker Alice iss perform a free concert that is
open to the public.

alltel.com
1-800-alltel-1

Add Lines
Get 3 Months FREE
$25 activation fee applies per line. See qualifi cations below.

Savings 
of up to 

$120!

Adv. Texting 101
my

UNLIMITED
talk & text

on select plans $79.99 and higher.NEW

Samsung
Messager® Touch
• Large, touch-screen display
• Slide-out QWERTY keyboard
• 1-touch messaging shortcuts

after $50 mail-in rebate, 

with qualifying 1-yr. 

service agreement.

$2999

FREE

Samsung DoubleTakeTM

• Text and picture messaging

• Stereo Bluetooth® wireless technology

• Slide-out QWERTY keyboard

after $50 mail-in rebate, 

with qualifying 1-yr. 

service agreement.

BlackBerry® CurveTM 8530
smartphone
• Wi-Fi capable

• Stereo Bluetooth
®
 wireless technology

• Full QWERTY keyboard

FREE
after $100 mail-in rebate, 

activation & 1-yr. Smart 

Choice Pack agreement. 

NEW
color

Switch to Alltel

$100 Bill Creditget a †

Offers available at participating locations only. Alltel Wireless continues to serve 1.5 million customers & operate in the 65 Cellular Market Areas (CMAs) that Verizon Wireless is required to divest.

Federal, state & local taxes & charges apply. In addition, Alltel may charge monthly connectivity, regulatory, administrative & 911 surcharges up to $2.19 & federal & state Universal Service Fund fees (both may vary by customer usage). These additional fees may not be taxes or 
government-required charges & are subject to change. Additional information regarding your taxes, fees & surcharges is available from your Alltel customer service representative & on your monthly bill. Phone Details: Phones & applicable rebates available for a limited time, 
while supplies last, with activation of a qualifying rate plan. Rebate will be in the form of a VISA gift card. Limit 1 rebate per qualifying purchase. Phone may be returned within 15 days of purchase. If mail-in rebate certificate has been submitted, Alltel will refund the purchase price 
less the rebate amount. Customer pays applicable taxes. See rebate certificate for details. Smart Choice Pack Requirement: All new or existing customers activating or upgrading to a smart device, including the BlackBerry Curve 8530, are required to purchase & maintain a Smart 
Choice Pack of $69.99 or higher/mo for the duration of their contract in order to qualify for the in-contract phone price. †New Activation Credits: $100 bill credit available for a limited time to eligible new customers in participating markets activating a primary line of service on a 
qualifying rate plan of $39.99 & higher with qualifying service agreement. Wireless data card activations do not qualify. Limit one (1) $100 one-time bill credit per primary account. New secondary line activations do not qualify. Must be a customer for 30 consecutive days to receive 
credit. Depending on the customer’s bill cycle, credit may be applied to either the first or second bill after qualifying activation. Offer not available to business, Residential Wireless or prepaid customers. Certain restrictions apply. See representative for complete details. May be 
discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Add Lines Free: Offer not applicable on bundled Wireless Internet Plans. Valid on qualifying, newly-activated secondary lines only. New & existing post-paid customers may add up to four (4) new secondary lines, incurring no monthly access 
charges for three (3) months to any qualifying primary line of service. New service agreement & $25 activation fee required for each line in conjunction with phone promotion. Customer must remain on a qualifying plan throughout duration of three-month promotional period. Three 
Months Free refers to the waived monthly access charge for each qualifying line, according to your rate plan. Customer may be billed for a prorated portion of rate plan charges in the first bill following activation. Free access begins upon the first day of the first bill cycle following 
activation. Upon the fourth bill cycle following activation, each additional line reverts to the applicable monthly access charge, according to your rate plan. Limit of 4 secondary lines per primary account. Offer may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Unlimited My Circle 
Text: Offer valid as of 9/11/2009. Unlimited My Circle texting, picture & video messaging is available to qualifying new & existing customers on eligible My Circle calling plans $79.99 & higher. Unlimited My Circle & Alltel Mobile-to-Mobile texting are available to all lines associated 
with the eligible primary account. Mobile-to-Mobile applies to messaging between Alltel customers only. Instant Messages are not unlimited & are not included in unlimited messaging to customer’s designated Circle numbers or other Alltel customers. Each Instant Message sent 
&/or received is charged against your plan, even when the conversation is occurring with another Alltel Customer or designated Circle number. Unlimited messaging to Alltel Customers and Customer’s Circle numbers are limited to Text, Picture & Video only. Designated numbers 
must match primary account holder’s selected 10-digit My Circle voice numbers, be within the U.S & not be texting short codes. Feature may be discontinued at the discretion of Alltel. Not available to prepaid or business accounts. Picture & video messaging not available on 
all phones. See alltel.com for phone details. Airtime charges apply when customer sends/receives a picture or video message to/from any non-designated number. Messages will be saved & delivery attempted for up to three (3) days. Alltel does not guarantee
message accuracy, completeness or delivery. Messages are neither monitored nor controlled for content, except for direct communication from Alltel. Only those messages confirmed to be sent/received will be applied to your bill, according to your plan. Messaging 
detail (date, time & phone number the message was sent to) is currently not available. On select phones, text messages are limited to 160 characters per message. Sent/received messages in excess of your package allotment will be charged at 15¢ per message. 
Additional Information: This offer may be limited due to time, supplies, coverage, or participating locations. $25 non-refundable activation fee & $200 early termination fee may apply per line. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications 
Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All product & service marks referenced are the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, Sure Type®, SurePress™ & related trademarks, names 
& logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited & are registered &/or used in the U.S. & countries around the world. BlackBerry is registered with the U.S. Patent & Trademark Offi ce & may be pending or registered in other countries. Screen images are 
simulated. ©2010 Alltel Communications, LLC. All rights reserved.

Promotional offers available at 
participating agent locations 
and the following Alltel retail 
locations only: 

Alltel Retail Stores
• These Retail Stores Now Open Sunday.

Aberdeen 
• 3315 6th Ave. S.E. | (605) 229-6635

Brookings
1707 6th St. | (605) 692-6464

Huron
289 Dakota Ave. S. | (605) 352-2001

Kyle
Lakota Trade Ctr. | (605) 455-2190

Mission
563 E. 2nd St. | (605) 856-2525

Mitchell
• 510 E. Havens | (605) 995-0091

Pierre
• 1005 E. Wells Ave. | (605) 224-5854

Pine Ridge
1001 Alltel Drive | (605) 867-2880

Sioux Falls
• 1224 W. 41st St. | (605) 332-4000
• 3709 W. 41st St. | (605) 361-2571

Wagner
116 S. Main | (605) 384-4451

Watertown
• 1414 9th Ave. S.E. | (605) 882-1111

Yankton
1100 Broadway Ave. | (605) 665-1935

Shop at a participating 
retailer:
Equipment & promotional offers 
at these locations may vary.

Aberdeen
Lang's TV | (605) 225-5372
Pro Cellular | (605) 262-6000

Canton
Pro Cellular | (605) 558-2500

Chamberlain
Wedmore's Cellular | (605) 234-5531

Huron
Pro Cellular | (605) 352-4670

Madison
Pro Cellular | (605) 256-0088

Milbank
Pro Cellular | (605) 432-9196

Mitchell
Select Comm., Inc. | (605) 996-0190

Mobridge
Pro Cellular | (605) 845-3950

Parker
Timmerman Cellular | (605) 297-2355

Pierre
Pro Cellular | (605) 945-0563

Sioux Center
Hills Elec. & RadioShack | (712) 722-2541

Sioux Falls
Pro Cellular | (605) 271-6100
Pro Cellular | (605) 323-1200
Wireless Etc. | (605) 334-1135
4511 E. 26th St. | (605) 371-5404
Empire Mall | (605) 362-9494 

Vermillion
Your Wireless Store | (605) 624-2355

Watertown
Pro Cellular | (605) 882-9090

Yankton
Your Wireless Store | (605) 664-2355

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com 

Proud Sponsor of:


