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House Rejects Bill To Aid Sick 9/11 Res

BY ANDREW MIGA AND
DAVID B. CARUSO
Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON — A bill that
would have provided up to $7.4
billion in aid to people sickened
by World Trade Center dust fell
short in the House on Thursday,
raising the possibility that the
bulk of compensation for the ill
will come from a legal settlement
hammered out in the federal
courts.

The bill would have provided
free health care and compensa-
tion payments to 9/11 rescue
and recovery workers who fell ill

after working in the trade center
ruins.

It failed to win the needed
two-thirds majority, 255-159. The
vote was largely along party
lines, with 12 Republicans join-
ing Democrats supporting the
measure.

For weeks, a judge and teams
of lawyers have been urging
10,000 former ground zero work-
ers to sign on to a court-super-
vised settlement that would split
$713 million among people who
developed respiratory problems
and other illnesses after inhaling
trade center ash.

The court deal shares some
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they haven’t been abused, they
will be,” she said.

In addition, female veterans
may suffer from Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) or find
difficulty in locating housing,
Kettering said. The transient
homeless may not know avail-
able local resources, she said.

The rate and type of home-
lessness for women and children
also vary throughout the year,
she added.

“During the summertime,
there is more movement from
place to place. Once the kids go
to school, they get more settled
in at one location,” she said. “As
we move into the colder weath-
er, there is also more demand for
housing.”

FEWER CHOICES

New funding restrictions have
limited or eliminated options for
homeless shelters, Kettering
said.

“The Women’s and Children’s
Shelter was used to house the
homeless, but their funding is
now dedicated to domestic vio-
lence. They don’t want to jeop-
ardize their funding,” she said.

The Women'’s and Children’s
Shelter finds more restrictions
on state and federal grants, said
shelter executive director
Desiree Slaba. Those grants must
be used for purposes related to
domestic violence, she said.

“Only 10 percent of our funds
are non-restricted, which means
only 10 percent of our funding
we are able to use on non-victim
services,” she said. “But we need
that (remaining unrestricted)
funding for our domestic vio-
lence services.”

Using funds for unauthorized
purposes would endanger the
Women'’s and Children’s Shelter,
which moved this week into its
nearly $900,000 facility at its new
location, Slaba said.

“If we spend the money on
anything else, we could see our
funding pulled,” she said. “We
would face the possibility of
closing the doors to a brand new
facility.”

The Women'’s and Children’s
Shelter does not have the home-
less as part of its mission state-
ment, but some of the victims of
domestic violence are homeless,
Slaba said.

“Our mission work is with
assisting women of domestic vio-
lence. Along the way, we did try
to help others to the best of our
ability,” she said. “As the num-
bers increased throughout the
years, that was no longer an
option.”

Slaba has seen homelessness
for women grow in the last 18
months.

“The economy plays a huge
role. A lot of people have lost
their jobs, and finding employ-
ment is very difficult,” she said.
“But there are a lot of other fac-
tors. Families are facing disas-
ters, like their house burning
down, and they turn to us for
assistance.”

Slaba has tracked the number
of homeless women who have
sought assistance from the
Women’s and Children’s Shelter
this year. Those figures are two
in January, seven in February, six
in March, three in April, six in
May and four in June.

“This is just the women, not
counting their children. There
has been no (domestic violence)
connection with these women,”
she said. “These are only the
people who have come to the
agency looking for help. It’s not
the total number of people need-
ing help in our community.”

LONG-TERM PLANS

The Yankton Homeless
Shelter has proposed a year-long
study to determine the exact
number of homeless women,
said board chairman Nathan
Johnson. The findings would
help the board make long-term
plans, he said.

“There is definitely a need.

We just don’t know how large,”
he said. “We hope to get a fairly
accurate number from the com-
munity. We don’t want to bite off
more than we can chew. We want
to handle the need and be suc-
cessful.”

The timing of the year-long
study is good in more ways than
one, Pooler said. Not only will
the shelter’s board have data for
deciding a long-term move, but
the shelter will need to make up
lost funding during the next year
anyway, she said.

“In the transition between the
previous director and myself, we
missed the deadline for the
Emergency Shelter Grant
Program,” she said. “The paper-
work wasn't filed, so we won't
get that funding in 2011.”

The ESGP funding varies each
year, but the Yankton shelter
typically receives $10,000 to
$15,000 annually, Pooler said.
The federal grant, funneled
through the South Dakota
Housing Authority, covers
expenses such as utilities, insur-
ance and food.

However, the homeless shel-
ter board remains optimistic
about covering the one-year
shortfall, Schiedel said. She
pointed to support from local
churches, agencies and organiza-
tions. The shelter also runs two
major fundraisers, its June golf
tournament and the dunk tank at
next month’s Riverboat Days.

The homeless shelter will
continue finding places for
homeless women, Pooler said.
“We don’t want to rent an apart-
ment. We will use hotels if we
need to for a year before we
make a permanent decision (on
facilities),” she said.

In the meantime, the Yankton
Homeless Shelter board will pur-
sue a venture grant from the
United Way for starting a new
facility for homeless women and
children, Schiedel said. She
believes the new shelter would
draw homeless not only from
Yankton but the region.

“If we start a new facility, we
need money to hire somebody.
We don’t have the funding for a
half-time person,” she said. “We
would be interested if a private
entity would be willing to take it
over with a full-time manager
and run it as a separate shelter.”

The United Way board meets
monthly and can consider fund-
ing requests any time of the year,
Kettering said.

Like the rest of the communi-
ty, United Way has been hit by
the recession, Kettering said.

“We were very fortunate in
past years to meet and surpass
our goal. Last year, we reached
92 percent of our goal. We were
very pleased. We thought it
would be closer to 80 percent,”
she said.

“Right now, we are all right.
We have raised our goal because
our needs are greater. And we
may have needs that we're not
aware of yet.”

If a new homeless shelter is
built, the women using the facili-
ty would meet the same criteria
set for men, Pooler said. “I check
with the Yankton Police
Department to make sure there
are not arrest warrants or regis-
tration for sex offenders,” she
said.

The homeless women would
also follow shelter rules about
smoking and drinking, Schiedel
said.

The homeless shelter has
built strong connections with the
community and runs a safe, well-
respected facility, Pooler said.

“We have worked hard not to
make this a flophouse and to
ensure that it is a reputable shel-
ter,” she said. “It’s unique that
we have a shelter in Yankton.
There are few homeless shelters
in South Dakota.”

The issue of homeless women
and children isn’t going away,
Johnson said.

“We are looking to the future
and what solutions are out there
so we can give a helping hand,”
he said.

similarities with the aid program
that the federal legislation would
have created, but it involves far
less money. Only the most seri-
ously ill of the thousands of
police officers, firefighters and
construction workers suing New
York City over their exposure to
the dust would be eligible for a
hefty payout.

But supporters of the deal
have been saying the court settle-
ment is the only realistic option
for the sick, because Congress
will never act.

“Ladies and gentlemen, you
can wait and wait and wait for
that legislation ... it’s not pass-
ing,” Kenneth Feinberg, the for-

mer special master of the federal
9/11 victim compensation fund,
told an audience of ground zero
responders Monday in a meeting
on Staten Island.

Democratic leaders opted to
consider the House bill under a
procedure that requires a two-
thirds vote for approval rather
than a simple majority. Such a
move blocked potential GOP
amendments to the measure.

A key backer of the bill, U.S.
Rep. Peter King, a Long Island
Republican, accused Democrats
of staging a “charade.”

King said Democrats were
“petrified” about casting votes as
the fall elections near on contro-

versial amendments, possibly
including one that could ban the
bill from covering illegal immi-
grants who were sickened by
trade center dust.

If Democrats brought it to the
floor as a regular bill, King said, it
would have passed with majority
support.

GOP critics branded the bill as

yet another big-government “mas-

sive new entitlement program”
that would have increased taxes
and possibly kill jobs.

To pay the bill’s estimated
$7.4 billion cost over 10 years,
the legislation would have pre-
vented foreign multinational cor-
porations incorporated in tax
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ponders

haven countries from avoiding
tax on income earned in the U.S.

Bill supporters said that
would close a tax loophole.
Republicans branded it a corpo-
rate tax increase.

New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg called the vote an
“outrage.” He said it was clearly a
tactic designed to stall the bill.

“This is a way to avoid having
to make a tough decision,”
Bloomberg said, adding that the
nation owes more to “the people
who worked down at 9/11 whose
health has fallen apart because
they did what America wanted
them to do.”
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2010 Silverado 1/2 Ton
Crew Cab & Ext. Cab 4xds

uPTO s
s' 1,500 e = A /
OFF"
i) #1500
Example: ;
MISRP....ooovveessrvveesssssssseesssssssenss $37,515
Northtown Discount.............c.ccuu. -$3,000
Factory Rebate............coc..oweereereeren: -$5,000
Everyone Qualifies $29,515
Retention Private Offer................. -$1,500**
GM Card.......oovvees, .=$1,500**
BUSINESS ChOICE.......oveecervveeereennren: -$500**

May Qualify For... $26,015"

In-Stock
Now!

2010 Lucernes %

#1657

uUPTO @ 2
s' 0,5*0*0 =
OF|
Example:
MSBP.c.vvoscrvvesssveesssssssssssessssssen $37,680
Northtown Discount .=$2,500
Factory Rebate............ccoc..eweererereernn: -$4,000
Everyone Qualifies $31,180
Buick Conquest...........couevuvinnnn -51 ,000**
Retention Private Offer. ...-$1 500**
GM Cal.vvsvosvesveseesersenss -$1,500*
May Qualify For... $27,180"

We Are Your Lease Return Center! 3 Month GM Lease Pull Ahead!

Northtown’s 5th

2019 e LI

— S

UPTO
$11,500
OF!
Example:
MSBP...ovooveessvserssssessssssesssseess $51,975
Northtown Discount.........o..oeevvn.n... -$5,000
Factory Rebate.........ccococovnecrnenen: -$3,000
Everyone Qualifies $43,975
Retention Private Offer................. -$1,500**
GM Callmnrreessrrverssrsvesssrssessne -$2,000**
May Qualify For... $40,475"

Up to 72 months on
Select New Vehicles

tW.A.C. In lieu
of rebates.

2010 Impala LT

uUPTO
$10,000
OF
Example: - s
MSRP.....oossvesssvesssesssessssessrsens $29,270
Northtown Discount... ....-sz,ooo
Factory Rebate............ccoeeeeeeeerrneren: -$5,000
Everyone Qualifies $22,270
Retention Private Offer................. -$1,500**
GM CalC.cveoveevesevrrreessrensineeens -$1,500**
May Qualify For... $1 9,270

All Remaining In-Stock

2010 Chevrolets, Buicks

& GMCs Must Go!

Now Is The
Time To Buy!

2010 LaCrosses

uP TO
$7,000
OFF"

Example: —
MISRP oo sereeeeen $27,835
Northtown DisCOUNt..........ccocveverenn -$2,500

$25,335

Retention Private Offer................. -$1,500**
GM Card.......ccovvrvrvreren. .
Buick Loyalty/Conquest................

May Qualify For...

Everyone Qualifies

2011 Regal
Newly
Redesigned!

#1641

2011 Camaro ﬁ
Summertime =
Fun! 45 \Q-l@

2010 Malibus

uUPTO

$8,000

OFF'

Example:
MSBP...ovosveevssevessseeesseseessesee $22,695
Northtown Discount.
Factory Rebaté..........cccovuvevvvvrvrennnna
Everyone Qualifies $17,695
Retention Private Offer................ -$1,500**
GM CarG.cceveeerseeeeeeessscvveessssne -$1,500**
May Qualify For... $14,695"

*Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee. After rebate.
**Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee. Qualification restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

See dealer
for details.

Take Advantage of These Pre-Owned Specials!
NO PAYMENTS UNTIL OCTOBER!

PRE-OWNED CROSSOVERS & SUVS

‘10 Vibe GT

#P1653 Red & ready, 14,xxx miles............ $13,990
‘10 Outlook XR

#P1642 Black, heated leather,

dual sunroofs, DVD, navigation................. $35,990
‘10 Outlook XR

#P1645 Silver, heated leather,

dual sunroofs, 12,xxx MileS................c.cv.... $32,990
‘10 Outlook XR

#P1654 Black, heated leather,

dual sunroofs, 13,xxx MileS............c.ccrvevu. $33,99°
‘10 Suburban LT 4x4

#P1710 Leather, sunroof, DVD, 6,900 miles....... $39,990
‘10 Suburban LT 4x4

#P1713 Leather, DVD, 2,600 miles............. $39,990
‘10 Suburban LT 4x4

#P1713 Leather, DVD, 4,200 miles............ $39,990
‘10 Tahoe LT 4x4

#P1718 White, leather, 3,500 Miles........... $38,990
‘10 Traverse 2LT AWD

#P1703 Quad seats, 9,500 Miles.............. $30,990

‘10 Traverse 2LT AWD

#P1706 Leather, sunroof, DVD, 9,800 miles..... 535,990
‘10 Acadia SLT AWD

#P1770 Leather, DVD, navigation, 4,000 miles...... $39,990
‘10 Acadia SLT AWD

#P1721 Leather, DVD, 7600 MileS........... $38,990
‘10 Acadia SLT AWD

#P1722 Leather, DVD, 7900 MileS........ $38,990
‘10 Yukon XL SLT 4x4

#P1719 Leather, 7900 MileS......voovvvrere $39,990
09 Vue XE AWD

#P1629 Fun to drive..........ccccovveevccucrevecncans $1 7,990
‘08 Edge SEL AWD

#P1665A 1-owner, 6,xxxx miles.................. JII$T IN

‘07 Trailblazer LT

#1538A Local trade, leather, sunroof........ $1 6,990
‘07 Acadia SLT

#P1601 Leather and loaded................. $24,990

tWA.C.

PRE-OWNED CROSSOVERS & SUVS
‘07 Mariner Hybrid

#P1484A Black, 1-owner, leather.............. $13,990
‘07 Outlook XR AWD
#P1700 LOAED, 1NN c.vrsorrerrrere $26,990

‘05 Rendezvous AWD
#P1695A Local trade....
‘05 Escape Limit

#1541A Black beauty, leather, sunroof........$15,990

PRE-OWNED TRUCKS

‘09 Silverado Crew LTZ 4x4

#P1701A Black, loaded, low miles, 1-owner...... $35.990
‘08 Silverado Crew LT 271 4x4

#P1668A Red & ready, 39,xxx miles......... 525,990
‘06 Ram Mega Cab Laramie 4x4

#P1634A 1-owner, leather, loaded, black... $26,990
‘04 Silverado Ext. Cab 271 4x4

#P1508A 1-0WNEr, red.......ccoveveeereeeeirira s1 4,990
‘04 Silverado Ext. Cab 4x4
#P1539A 1-owner, blu@.........ccooveveveereeraeen $1 7,990

We Need Your Truck Trade!
Ask us about the Northtown

Truck X-Change! Your truck trade
has never been worth more!

PRE-OWNED CARS
‘10 Impala LT
#P1696 Only 21, XXX MES.rrrrerrrrrrreoe $14,990
‘10 Impala LS
#P1702 White, 8,200 MileS......ovrrevrrree. $17.,990
‘10 Impala LT
#P1696 Silver. $14,990
‘10 Impala LT
#P1705 Silver, 7700 MilES.errrrrsersrn $17,990

*W.A.C., $2,000 down cash or trade equity. 60 months at 6.9%, $6,990 sales price.

PRE-OWNED CARS

‘10 Impala LT
#P1709 White, leather, 9,700 miles........... $21,990
‘10 Impala LT
#P1712 Leather, roof, 4,300 MileS........... $21,990

‘10 Impala LTZ

#P1704 Black, leather, roof...... $22,99°
‘10 Impala LTZ

#P1708 Silver, leather, roof, 7,600 mi/es....$22.990
‘09 Lucerne CXL

#P1478 Heated leather, chrome wheels....$24,99°
‘09 Impala 2LT

#P1637 Heated leather, 18 xxx miles........ $1 7,990
‘09 Impala LTZ

#P1639 Loaded, leather & roof, 15,xxx miles....$1 8,990
‘09 G6

#P1626 Red & ready, remainder warranty......... s1 1 ,990
‘09 Aura XR

#P1519 Silver, leather, 15,xxx miles........ 518,990
‘07 DTS

#P1516A Sunroof, chrome wheels............ $1 7,990

‘07 Lucerne CXL
#1644A 1-owner, white diamond, chrome wheels..... J“sT IN

‘06 DTS

#P1403A Local trade..........cccocevvvveeverannns s1 6,990
‘05 LeSabre Custom

#P15008 Clean, 10cal trade..............oo... $9,990

Payments as low as...

, "05 Malibu
99/ MO." Classic
#P1384A

1.9% APR

on Select Used Cars Up to 36 Months W.A.C.

Prices do not include $75.00 documentation fee.

27 CHEVROLET

BUICK

GMC

or thtonm
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CHEVROLET e BUICK ¢ GMC e CADILLAC

‘It Doesn’t Get Any Better Than This!”

3100 Broadway ¢ Yankton, SD
(605) 665-4500 « (888) 876-7705

www.NorthtownUSA.com
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