
Gering noted the people she will
meet in the future will provide more
valuable bricks forming her career
foundation. She also used the anal-
ogy of bricks in describing the some-
times difficult decisions she will face
in the courtroom.

“I will have a few bricks thrown at
me,” she said. “I am prepared for the
adversarial system.”

Gering grew up in northern Yank-
ton County and attended Menno
High School. She received her bache-
lor’s degree in political science and
criminal justice from the University
of South Dakota in Vermillion. She re-
ceived the Presidential Alumni Schol-
arship, the top USD merit award
which fully covered her college
expenses.

While at USD, Gering performed
in the concert and marching bands.

Gering graduated with high dis-
tinction from the University of Iowa
School of Law, finishing sixth out of
215 in her class. Desiring to practice
law in South Dakota, she returned to
the state and joined the Sioux Falls
law firm of Davenport, Evans, Hur-
witz and Smith.

She credited her colleagues at
the law firm for their support. She
previously told the Press & Dakotan
that, if she had not received the
judgeship, she would have chosen to
practice at the firm for the rest of her
career.

Gering, who now lives in Free-
man, also credited the love and back-
ing provided by her family. She
introduced the family members in at-
tendance, who were seated in the
jury box during Friday’s ceremony.

“They are a big part of why I am

here,” she said. “I give thanks for the
support they have given me and the
support I will need as I continue on
this adventure.”

“And this is the only time I want
to see them in my courtroom,” she
added jokingly.

Presiding Circuit Judge Steven
Jensen of Dakota Dunes, serving out
of Elk Point, welcomed Gering to the
bench. He also welcomed her to the
First Circuit, which covers the south-
east quadrant of the state from
roughly Dakota Dunes to
Chamberlain.

The circuit includes Aurora, Bon
Homme, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix,
Clay, Davison, Douglas, Hanson,
Hutchinson, McCook, Turner, Union
and Yankton counties.

“I think I speak for all of the
judges and court staff when I say we
look forward to working with you,”
Jensen told Gering. “It will probably
take you two to three years to get
around the circuit and see all the
court staff. I hope you enjoy it as
much as I have.”

The audience included a large
number of judges representing the
federal and state judiciary.

Besides Jensen and Rusch, the
justices attending Friday’s installa-
tion included U.S. District Court
Judge Roberto Lange, who formerly
worked with Gering at the Sioux Falls
law firm; retired Supreme Court Jus-
tices Judith Meierhenry and Robert
Amundson; and First Circuit Judges
Glen Eng of Yankton and Bruce An-
derson of Wagner.

After the ceremony, Gering spoke
with the Press & Dakotan about her
new career path. She officially takes
the bench on Tuesday — a day later
than usual because of the Independ-
ence Day holiday — to hear her first
case.

“I am both nervous and excited,”
she said. “I have a lot of anticipation
and a lot to learn.”

Gering said she didn’t know for
sure that she would become a judge
when she entered law school. How-
ever, she held a judgeship as a career
goal and applied for the vacancy cre-
ated when Rusch announced his re-
tirement from the bench.

She underwent a background
check and interview with the Judicial
Qualifications Committee. Her name
was forwarded to Gov. Dennis Dau-
gaard, who interviewed the finalists
and selected her for the judgeship.

“You never know what direction
the (future) will lead,” she said. “I
have had good fortune and enjoyed
a good career.”

In the month since her selection,
Gering has met with sitting judges to
learn more about her new role. She
has also shadowed courtroom per-
sonnel to learn more about their
procedures.

“I have learned (judges) do a lot
more than meets the eye,” she said.
“They do a lot of administrative work
that’s not seen in the courtroom.
They also do a lot of correspon-
dence. But I’m up to the challenge.”

Gering also received advice on
the necessary traits for sitting on the
bench.

“I learned that a judge needs to
be hard working and treat everyone
with respect,” she said.

Gering already knows many of
her fellow lawyers in the circuit.
However, she took the opportunity
to meet with attorneys at gatherings
in Yankton, Clay and Union counties
during the past month.

Her duty station is located in
Yankton County, but she will also
hear cases in Clay and Union coun-
ties. She will be assigned to hear
cases elsewhere in the circuit as
needed, and she could hear cases

with the South Dakota Supreme
Court.

Gering will deal with a factor not
previously faced by circuit court
judges — cameras in the courtroom.

The South Dakota Supreme Court
has allowed cameras in its court-
rooms for years. A new state law —
which went into effect Friday — al-
lows cameras in circuit courtrooms
for the first time.

Gering said she has been study-
ing the new law and its implementa-
tion in the courtroom. She
anticipates working with the media
and making adjustments as needed.

Gering doesn’t make the distinc-
tion of herself as a female judge.
However, she did appreciate Friday’s
attendance by Meierhenry, the first
and only female justice on the South
Dakota Supreme Court.

“I was so honored to have (Meier-
henry) be here,” Gering said. “She
has been a great role model, and I
look at her as the way I should con-
duct my career and the way I prac-
tice law. I look for the best way to
emulate her.”

At Friday’s reception, Rusch said
the day brought bittersweet feelings
as he watched his successor take
her oath.

“I am happy to have (Gering)
sworn in. She will do a good job,”
Rusch said. “It’s always incredibly
difficult to leave a job, but it’s good
to see her take over.”

Now outfitted with her robe and
gavel, Gering looks forward to serv-
ing from the bench.

“I hope to serve South Dakota
and the First Circuit to the best of
my ability,” she said. “I want (people)
to come to the courthouse and know
their cases will be fairly heard.”
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Cleaning
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 All Types of Bed Pillows
 (feather, foam, down, etc.)

 In & Out the Same Day

 Friday, July 8th
 Link Auditorium • 5th & Capitol
 Doors are open from 8:30am-3pm

 Make your pillows look like new.
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 Sponsored by CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS

 Nifty, Nifty 
 Guess Who’s 

 50!

 1. Loves Golf
 2. Kidney Transplant    
     recipient
 3. Works at HSC
 4. Dave Hladky
 5. All Of The Above

 Love you
 Sharon & Seth

 The family of Laura Wenzlaff would 
 like to thank all who sent cards, 

 memorials, food, flowers and 
 prayers. Thanks Pastor Bob Mason 

 for a wonderful funeral service. 
 Those who helped serve mom’s 
 favorite dinner after the funeral 

 service. Also the hospice for your 
 loving care to mom and us.

 God Bless you all!
 Rodger and Mary Wenzlaff and family

 Thank You
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POUND COUNT
Several animals are available at the

Yankton Animal Shelter. For more infor-

mation call the Yankton Police Depart-

ment’s Animal Control Officer, from 8

a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday at 661-

9494, or 668-5210. A $5 fee is required

to adopt an animal. Animals can be

viewed on the Humane Society Web

site at

www.heartlandhumanesociety.net.

DAILY RECORD POLICY
The Press & Dakotan publishes

police and sheriff reports as a public

service to its readers. It is important to

remember that an arrest should not

imply guilt and that every person is pre-

sumed innocent until proven otherwise.

When juveniles are released from jail,

it is into the care of a parent or

guardian.

It is the policy of the Press &

Dakotan to publish all names made

available in the police and court re-

ports. There are no exceptions.

ARRESTS
• A 14-year-old Yankton female was

arrested Friday for curfew.

• A 15-year-old Yankton female was

arrested Friday for curfew.

ACCIDENTS
• A report was received at 11:31

a.m. Friday that a Chevy Silverado and

a Honda Accord collided in the 300

block of Walnut. Estimated value of the

damage to the vehicles was $500 and

$1,200, respectively.

• A sheriff’s office report was re-

ceived at 7:04 p.m. Saturday that a ve-

hicle driven by a Yankton man collided

with a parked pickup in a parking lot at

a business north of Yankton. 

INCIDENTS
• A report was received at 4:32 p.m.

Saturday that a cable TV line was

knocked down in the 400 block of

Broadway.

• Two juveniles were instructed to

stay outside of the fenced area at the

dock in Riverside Park around 5 p.m.

Thursday.

• A report was received at 5:20 a.m.

Friday that a debit card had been stolen

from a vehicle. The complainant identi-

fied a suspect who could not be

reached.

CRIME STOPPERS
Anyone wishing to report anony-

mous information on unlawful activity in

the City of Yankton or in Yankton

County is encouraged to contact the

Crime Stoppers tip line at 665-4440.

75 YEARS AGO
Thursday, July 2, 1936

•The last practice of the Veterans of

Foreign Wars drum and bugle corps

before departing for the state encamp-

ment at Beresford on Monday forenoon

will be held this evening starting at 8 o’-

clock sharp. All members of the organ-

ization are requested to be present

promptly.

•Whether or not the people of Yank-

ton desire to call a special election to

vote upon the construction of a munic-

ipally owned electric power plant under

the PWA, probably will be decided

tonight at a meeting of the board of city

commissioners, which adjourned Mon-

day night to meet tonight for the ex-

press purpose of getting an expression

of opinion on the question. It is proba-

ble that the commission will base any

action in calling a special election upon

the showing of demand made tonight.

50 YEARS AGO
Sunday, July 2, 1961

No paper.

25 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, July 2, 1986

•Yankton County reported an unem-

ployment rate of 2.9 percent for the

month of May, compared with a 5.5 per-

cent unemployment rate during the

same period in 1985.

•The Avon Mets, winless in their first

nine outings of the year, picked up their

first victory when they defeated Scot-

land 13-6 in South Central League ac-

tion Tuesday night.

CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures

traded mixed Friday on the Chicago

Board of Trade.

Wheat for September delivery fell 2

cents to $6.1225 a bushel; December

corn fell 23.75 cents to $5.9675 a

bushel; December oats rose 6 cents to

$3.53 a bushel; while November soy-

beans rose 18.50 cents to $13.1250 a

bushel.

Beef and pork futures were mostly

higher on the Chicago Mercantile Ex-

change.

August live cattle rose 1.98 cent to

$1.11285 a pound; August feeder cattle

rose 2.40 cents to $1.4047 a pound;

August lean hogs rose 1.48 cent to

93.15 cents a pound; while August pork

bellies were unchanged at $1.065 a

pound.

FRIDAY’S RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 3-18, White

Balls: 8-16

MY DAY: Month: 3, Day: 16, Year:

44

PICK 3: 6-4-0

PICK 5: 03-07-17-24-29

Following is the average price of a

gallon of regular unleaded gasoline in

various communities around the state

as of late this week, according to a

weekly survey conducted by the

Mitchell, Aberdeen and Yankton news-

papers, along with information from

AAA and various websites.

Mitchell $3.630

Rapid City $3.592

Sioux Falls $3.397

Yankton $3.455

Menno $3.545

Aberdeen $3.599

Mobridge $3.689

S.D. average $3.564

National average $3.550 

www.yankton.net
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From P&D Staff Reports

MENNO — Authorities are continuing
their investigation into the drowning of a boy
from a nearby Hutterite colony.

The boy, around 5 years old, was found
Thursday in Scotland Creek, according to
Hutchinson County Coroner Roger Simonsen.
The creek is located on the edge of Maxwell
Colony, near the James River southwest of
Menno.

The name of the boy has not been re-
leased because relatives are still being con-
tacted, Simonsen said.

According to the coroner, the boy was
alone at the time of the drowning. Colony
members may have been searching for about
an hour before they reported the boy missing
to authorities, Simonsen said.

The boy’s body was found in about five
feet of water, Simonsen said. The water was
slow moving, running an estimated two miles

an hour, he said.
The drowning was not considered the re-

sult of flooding or a fast current, the coroner
said.

The Hutchinson County sheriff’s office,
the Menno Fire and Rescue Unit, the Menno
ambulance and the Lesterville search and
rescue unit responded to the scene, Simon-
sen said.

Hutchinson County Sheriff Jim Zeeb could
not be reached Friday for comment.

Investigation Continues In Drowning Of 5-Year-Old


