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Chavez Returns To Venezuela, Future Unknown
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Hugo Chavez’s surprise return

from Cuba after cancer treatment was a classic maneuver for a
president who excels at showmanship. It’s also likely to give him a
political boost as supporters rally around their ailing leader. 

The 56-year-old president projected a strong, vibrant image as
he stepped off a plane early Monday. Smiling, he hugged his vice
president, broke into song and later raised a fist in triumph. 

“It’s the beginning of my return!” he declared. 
Despite the confident image, doubts about his future re-emerged

as he suggested later in the day that he still isn’t ready for a full
comeback. 

He told state television by telephone that he doesn’t expect to
attend celebrations Tuesday marking the 200th anniversary of
Venezuela’s independence from Spain. Normally, Chavez would be
front and center at the patriotic event. 

Petraeus: Focus Will Shift In Afghan Fight  
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — The outgoing commander of U.S.

and NATO forces in Afghanistan said Monday that the focus of the
war will shift in coming months from Taliban strongholds in the
south to the eastern border with Pakistan where insurgents closest
to al-Qaida and other militants hold sway. 

On his last Fourth of July in uniform before becoming the new
CIA director, Gen. David Petraeus said that come fall, more special
forces, intelligence, surveillance, air power will be concentrated in
areas along Afghanistan’s rugged eastern border with Pakistan.
There will be substantially more Afghan boots on the ground in the
east and perhaps a small number of extra coalition forces too. 

“There could be some small (coalition) forces that will move,
but this is about shifting helicopters — lift and attack. It’s about
shifting close-air support. It’s about shifting, above all, intelligence,
surveillance and recognizance assets,” he said in interviews with
The Associated Press and three other news outlets. 

Judges Enter Pleas For A Disruptive Mladic
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — He put on a cap, defying the

rules of the courtroom. He gestured to the packed public gallery
despite a judge ordering him not to. He threatened a boycott be-
cause his chosen lawyers weren’t there. 

A belligerent Ratko Mladic repeatedly disobeyed and shouted at
judges Monday during an arraignment at the Yugoslav war crimes
tribunal. 

Finally, the former Serb general was thrown out of the hearing
and the court entered not guilty pleas on his behalf to 11 charges
of masterminding the worst atrocities of the Bosnian war. 

The 69-year-old’s courtroom theatrics came at the start of a
solemn week for survivors of the massacre he is accused of orches-
trating — the killing of 8,000 Muslim men and boys in 1995 in the
Bosnian town of Srebrenica. 

Last 4 Shuttle Astronauts Arrive For Countdown
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — The four astronauts who will

close out NASA’s 30-year space shuttle program arrived Monday
for their history-making launch week, saluting the nation’s birthday
and all those who contributed to Atlantis’ final flight. 

The launch countdown begins Tuesday. Liftoff is set for Friday
at 11:26 a.m. before an estimated crowd of up to 1 million people. 

Commander Christopher Ferguson and his crew received small
American flags as launch director Mike Leinbach greeted them out
on the runway. The four needed just two training jets for the flight
from their training base in Houston. 

“This is a day that’s decidedly American, a day where we kind of
reflect on our independence and all the wonderful things that we
really have as a part of being United States of America,” said Fergu-
son, a retired Navy captain. 

“It’s wonderful that you’ve all came out to join us,” he told the
approximately 65 photographers and other journalists who
swarmed the runway. He urged them to go and enjoy some barbe-
cue, fireworks and apple pie.

KYLE HIGHTOWER 
Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Jurors did not reach a
verdict Monday in the Casey Anthony murder
trial after deliberating for almost six hours on
the prosecution’s claim that the woman killed
her 2-year-old daughter Caylee because the
toddler interrupted her carefree partying and
love life. 

The jury began considering the case
around noon after prosecutors gave a rebuttal
closing argument and said the defense’s asser-
tion that Caylee’s death was an accident made
no sense. 

Anthony is charged with first-degree mur-
der and six other charges. If convicted of first-
degree murder, she could be sentenced to
death or life in prison. 

The sequestered jury of seven women and
five men was scheduled to resume deliberat-
ing Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. They were chosen
from the Tampa Bay area because of exhaus-
tive pretrial media coverage in the Orlando
area and have been sequestered in an Orlando
hotel. They have listened to 33 days of testi-
mony and another two days of closing argu-
ments. 

All the evidence has been sent back to the
jury room, but jurors will be brought into open
court if they want to watch any of the video
evidence. Equipment for video viewing is not
available in the deliberation room. 

Anthony’s attorneys say the girl drowned

in the family’s pool. They have said Anthony
panicked and that her father, a former police
officer, decided to make the death look like a
homicide by placing duct tape over the child’s
mouth and dumping the body in some nearby
woods. George Anthony has denied that. 

Prosecutor Jeff Ashton told the jurors no
one makes an innocent accident look like mur-
der. 

“That’s absurd. Nothing has been pre-
sented to you to make that any less absurd,”
Ashton said. He also spent significant time re-

minding jurors about forensic evidence that he
said links Anthony to her daughter’s death, in-
cluding the smell and chemical signature of
decomposition in her car. 

Lead prosecutor Linda Drane Burdick fol-
lowed Ashton, telling the jurors that prosecu-
tors presented every piece of evidence they
promised in May during opening statements.
Without saying it, she was pointing out that
defense attorneys never presented direct evi-
dence backing up their contentions that the
child drowned. 

BY KAREN ZRAICK 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The U.S. marked
the 235th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence
with parades, fireworks, barbecues
— plus presidential campaigning, a
White House birthday and competi-
tive eating. 

Thousands were showing up
near the Washington Monument to
eagerly await the annual fireworks
show on the National Mall, while
others were throwing on Hawaiian
shirts and shorts to ski the still-
snowy slopes at resorts from Cali-
fornia to Colorado. 

In Boston, the annual Boston
Pops concert was a must. In Akron,
Ohio, the Rib, White & Blue Food
Festival was enticing. And then,
there were Nevada’s casinos, which
promised a pyrotechnics extrava-

ganza that could be a gambler’s
best bet. 

On New York’s Coney Island, the
annual Nathan’s Famous July Fourth
hot dog-eating contest brought out
the biggest names in competitive
eating for a clash that was short in
timespan but high in calories. 

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut, of San
Jose, Calif., wolfed down 62 hot
dogs and buns during the 10-minute
contest, winning his fifth straight
title. Sonya “The Black Widow”
Thomas chowed her way to victory
in the first-ever women-only con-
test, eating 40 hot dogs, one shy of
her 2009 total. 

For 28-year-old New Yorker
Matthew Penberg, the holiday is a
day off from his job as a bus boy. 

“I get to take a break and go to
the beach,” he said. “And today is
the day people, Americans, de-
manded their rights. I don’t think

we’re there yet. I think we should
have a right to a job, but a lot of
people have to look for it.” 

At the mountaintop home to
Thomas Jefferson in Charlottesville,
Va., officials continued a nearly five-
decade-old tradition of swearing in
new U.S. citizens. Seventy-seven
people took their oaths during a
naturalization ceremony at Monti-
cello. 

The holiday is celebrated as the
nation’s birthday, but it also was
Malia Obama’s 13th birthday. The
president’s eldest daughter had to
share her parents with hundreds of
others as Barack Obama and first
lady Michelle Obama invited troops
and their families to attend a special
barbecue and USO concert on the
South Lawn. 

Some of the Republicans hoping
to replace Obama in the White
House spent part of the day cam-

paigning in states where presiden-
tial politics are as much a part of
the holiday as fireworks and barbe-
cues 

U.S. Rep. Michelle Bachmann, of
Minnesota, marched in a parade in
Clear Lake, Iowa. In New Hampshire,
former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt
Romney and former Utah Gov. Jon
Huntsman both marched in the
Amherst parade. Businessman and
GOP hopeful Herman Cain skipped
the parades but threw out the first
pitch at a minor league baseball
game in Manchester, N.H. 

“Aside from the politicking and
the handshaking and the enthusi-
asm that our campaign is deter-
mined to generate in this state,
we’re going to reflect on what it
means to be an American,” Hunts-
man told reporters. “To share in-
alienable rights, to share our
Constitutional privileges.” 

RED HUBER/ORLANDO SENTINEL/MCT

George and Cindy Anthony look down and away as an image of the skull of their granddaugh-

ter, Caylee Anthony, is displayed in court during the last day of arguments in the trial of their

daughter Casey Anthony at the Orange County Courthouse in Orlando, Florida, Monday, July

4, 2011. 
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