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HACKENSACK, N.J. — As Americans cele-
brate their open society, Lodi, N.J., resident
Zehra Toor is doing so with an iPhone video
message as one of the nation’s 2.6 million Mus-
lims: We’re proud of our American freedoms,
too.

“It is amazing the free speech that you have
here. If there is a problem, you can send a letter
to the mayor or the governor — even the presi-
dent,” said the 27-year-old tax analyst, who was
born in Jordan. “You don’t have to fear that you
will be put on some list, or thrown in jail.”

Toor is one of many Muslims around the U.S.
who made home videos last Independence Day
weekend, telling personal stories about what
makes them proud to be American. My Faith My
Voice, a Washington, D.C.-based non-profit, cre-
ated the July 4th campaign to show the patri-
otic side of the Muslim community, which has
been — and has felt itself — under renewed
post-9/11 scrutiny because of events during the
past year.

“We know from our own experience that
when people know Muslims on a personal level,
as a friend or a neighbor, they are less likely to
have a negative stereotype,” said Rabiah
Ahmed, a founder of the group. “But the popu-
lation of Muslims in the U.S. is small, so many
people don’t get to meet us. We thought: Why
not give people a platform where they can
share their stories and maybe we can start
breaking down barriers.”

Ahmed, a public relations specialist, helped
start the group with several friends last year, as
the controversy surrounding the planned Is-

lamic center near ground zero peaked.
“A bunch of us started talking about how we

were worried about the environment our chil-
dren would grow up in,” said Ahmed.

As director of her public relations firm Mizra
PR, Ahmed previously worked as a spokes-
woman for the Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations, a large Muslim advocacy group. But she
said that the funding My Faith My Voice has
raised all came from individuals: Within weeks
of putting out the call for personal video sto-
ries, the group was inundated with dozens of
responses.

“We were a bit shocked by the level of re-
sponse. The community just felt so under at-
tack,” Ahmed said. “This was their chance to
vent.”

The furor ignited by plans to build the
downtown Islamic center, and Long Island, N.Y.,
Rep. Peter King’s hearing on American Islamic
radicals in March, left American Muslims feeling
as mistrusted as during the months following
the 9/11 terror attacks 10 years ago, Ahmed
said.

During the congressional hearing, witnesses
questioned whether American Muslim commu-
nities had done enough to assist authorities in-
vestigating possible terror attacks. Polls over
the last year showed a large percentage of

Americans had at least some suspicions toward
Muslim-Americans, including a belief that they
want to institute Islamic rule as the law of the
land and that they sympathize with al-Qaida.

Toor said she doesn’t blame Americans for
their perception of Islam, because the 9/11 at-
tacks cast Muslims as “heartless people” in the
eyes of the nation. “It’s our duty to teach Ameri-
cans who we are,” she said. “I can’t expect my
non-Muslim co-workers to pick up a Quran or
read a biography of the prophet — we need to
take the opportunity to educate people about
our values.”

While Ahmed’s call for tales of Muslim
Americana are meant to ease such fears, some
Americans of Islamic faith also feel that such ef-
forts are degrading.

“I find the idea of celebrating July 4th as a
Muslim-American offensive — I should be able
to just celebrate it as an American,” said Sala-
heddin Mustafa of Clifton, director of the New
Jersey chapter of the American-Arab Anti-Dis-
crimination League. “We should be able to just
celebrate the holiday like everyone else. We
shouldn’t have to keep jumping up and down
telling everyone how patriotic we are.”

But for Toor, who volunteers at a soup
kitchen in Union City and brings food to poor
neighbors in Lodi, the discussion of shared val-
ues is a civic responsibility. She has done three
videos before, telling viewers about her con-
cern for the poor and how important mothers
are in Muslim households.

“It makes me uncomfortable to speak in a
video like this. But if Muslims keep hiding, then
people will only know the images that they see
on television,” she said.
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‘Blood Money’ To Be Shown At Church

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Yankton will be showing “Blood
Money, The Business of Abortion” at 7 p.m. Friday, July 15.

This is a free viewing sponsored by Southeast South Dakota
Chapter of Lutherans For Life. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

Questions may be directed to Lynette Auch, 605-364-7318 or
lynetteauch@gmail.com.

To view the trailer or for more information about the movie, go
to http://bloodmoneyfilm.com.

St. John’s Lutheran Church is located at 1009 Jackson Street,
Yankton.

Kingsway To Offer Vacation Bible School
“Galilee by the Sea” will be the theme of the Vacation Bible

School at Kingsway Christian Church, located at 19th & Burleigh,
July 24-28. Sessions run from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

There will be Bible Adventures, music, crafts and games.
For more information on this free Bible School, contact Jacquie

or Cindy at 660-7537 or 661-0938, email jacquie.sesd@iw.net or visit
www.yanktonkingsway.org.

Yankton Women Attend LWML Gathering  
PEORIA, Ill. — Delegates to the 34th Biennial Convention of the

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) convened in Peoria,
Ill., from June 23-26, 2011. More than 4,600 Lutheran Women in Mis-
sion from across the nation gathered to conduct business, renew
friendships, and rally around God’s Word. The LWML is the official
women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS).

The theme of the convention was “Being With Jesus: Living on
the Edge.” The organization adopted a mission goal of $1,825 million
to support 19 mission grants for the 2011-2012 biennium. Many
women from across the nation were elected to new offices, and the
convention also featured processions of banners from all 40 LWML
districts, and flags from countries where LCMS has missionaries. 

Those attending from Yankton were Pastor Jim and Mona
Mueller, D.W. and Nancy Duhachek, Deanna Erickson (delegate),
Phyllis Nielsen, Michele Wadkins, Andra Gates, Susan Buxcel, Di-
anne Diekmann (nominating committee), Nancy Haas, Cheryl Hirch,
Sandra Williams and Angie Robinson (young woman representa-
tive).

St. John’s Lutheran Church Offers VBS
It’s time for Vacation Bible School at St. John’s Lutheran in Yank-

ton. Join us for the “Gold Rush,” where kids will discover that their
one true treasure in in Christ. 

You’ll enjoy fun crafts, great music, thrilling Bible stories, tasty
snacks and meeting new friends. 

At St. John’s, we provide a vacation Bible school ministry that is
a Christ-centered approach to teaching the faith. We encourage
building relationships with people of all ages in Jesus Christ. 

Call St. John’s at 605-665-7337 to register. Children ages 3 years
old up to those entering 6th grade this fall are eligible. 

The vacation Bible school will take place at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, 1009 Jackson St., Yankton. Classes run from 6:30-9 p.m. from
July 24-27. We would like to invite parents and families to join us for
our “Closing Music Celebration” on Wednesday night, July 27, at
8:40 p.m.

Clayton Lutheran Planning 125th Anniversary
CLAYTON — St. Peter’s Missouri Lutheran Church of Clayton, is

planning to celebration its 125th Anniversary on Aug. 14.
The celebration will start with a morning worship service with a

meal to follow. 
More information will follow in this paper when details are final-

ized. Please plan on joining us for this special event.
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Although organized under a different
name, the second European choir tour
organized by Vi Ranney of Yankton will
depart on July 21 for new and exciting
places. The choir is again directed by
Jennifer Powell, choir director at the
UCC church and a counselor at Yankton
Public Schools. Rehearsal pianists have
been Ted Powell and Jane Bobzin. 

The Choir of the American Prairie will
present their home concert at 2 p.m.
Sunday, July 10, in the air-conditioned
United Church of Christ, Fifth and Wal-
nut- Yankton. Everyone is welcome. A
free offering will be taken. And do stay to
meet the choir members and enjoy ice
cream sundaes after the concert.

While in Europe, the acapella choir
will render concerts at:

• Kajetanerkirche in Salzburg, Austria, 
• The Abbey of Melk
• Schoenbrunn Palace in Vienna
• St. Mary’s church in Krakow,

Poland.
“I can’t believe I’ve done this again,”

stated Mrs. Ranney in a recent interview.
“We have the best sounding choir, with
so many music teachers and semi-profes-

sionals singing. The 38-voice-choir mem-
bers are not only from the Yankton area,
but two people from Wisconsin, four
from Minnesota, four from Iowa, two
from Huron, and one from Lincoln, Neb.
Thus, the need for the name change,
Choir of the American Prairie. Last year
we used the name South Dakota Chorale
since we were all from South Dakota. As
you can see, now we are all from the
great American Prairie.”

There are a total of 47 on the tour.
Mrs. Ranney organized a choir two

years ago and that group sang at Notre
Dame Cathedral in Paris, before singing
for several French communities as the
world celebrated the 65th anniversary of
D- Day and they also sang at the Heilig
Geist Kirche in Heidelberg, Germany. After
the final concert in Poland the group will
journey to Hungary and return home from
Budapest. 

“Of course, all the major sights will be
visited in the cities and countries that we
visit. I know some of our singers are really
anxious to see Hitler’s Eagles Nest outside of
Salzburg and the Auschwitz Concentration
Camp outside of Krakow,” Ranney stated.

Women Of Faith
Conference 2011 Set

Women of Faith is a faith-based women’s or-
ganization encouraging women of all ages and
stages in life to grow in faith and spiritual matu-
rity through a relationship with Jesus Christ and
an understanding of God’s love and grace. 

A motor coach bus will be leaving the park-
ing lot of Calvary Baptist Church (2407 Broad-
way) at 6:30 a.m., Friday, Aug. 12, and returning
around 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13, to trans-
port anyone who would like to have an over the
top experience with us. All accommodations
were secured last December, so you will be very
pleased with your stay. The package deal covers
your ticket to the conference, motel, bus ride,
two noon lunches at the conference and Friday
night’s supper. 

The speakers this year are Patsy Clairmont,
Marilyn Meberg, Sandi Patty, Lisa Whelchel,
Andy Andrews, and Nicole Johnson. Musical
guests are Amy Grant, Mandisa, and Selah. 

Call Diane Meyer at 605-660-7004 for cost de-
tails and any other questions you might have.
Share this information with ladies in your
churches and put the date on your calendar.

Choir Gives Home Concert Sunday

“I find the idea of celebrating July
4th as a Muslim-American offen-
sive — I should be able to just cel-
ebrate it as an American.”
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