
Saying that he wasn’t nervous
to take the reins as the No. 1
hurler, Wieseler said the advice
from the team’s veterans — such
as Rob Keppen, Steve Fejfar, Joe
Vavruska and Jon Vavruska —
has helped him.

“They respect the game and
they know how to play it right,”
said Wieseler, who will also be a
sophomore at MMC this fall.
“From watching them, you can
learn more than most coaching
can teach you. They’re not afraid
to share tips with us.”

Those tips have worked well
for Logan Kortan, who ranks first
on the team in hits (30), second
in hitting (.469), home runs (6)
and runs scored (26), and third
in RBI (24).

“I just try not to say too
much; to do more listening than
anything,” Kortan said. “I’m play-
ing amateur season for the same
reason the older guys are, be-
cause I love the game.”

At the end of the day, it’s a
strange feeling to realize you will
be facing teammates you go to
college with, Edler said.

Returning Mount Marty play-
ers Jason Livermont, Adam

McVay, Mathias Godsil, Jake
Broscha, Jared Miller, Derrik Nel-
son and Brock Thomas are all on
the Yankton Tappers roster,
while Brian Bartlett is pitching
for Scotland.

“When you go from playing
with those guys for so long and
then playing against them all of a
sudden, it’s weird,” said Edler,
who is batting .387 as Tabor’s
leadoff hitter with team highs in
at-bats (75) and runs (30). 

“But to me, that’s cool. It’s a
nice rivalry to have.”

The Tappers and Bluebirds
have split their regular season
SCL matchups, with Yankton
claiming a 6-5 extra-inning win on
June 26 at Riverside Field — the
last meeting.

Speaking of that game, Kortan
called it, “One of the most fun
games I’ve ever played in, legion,
high school or college.”

To that end, Tabor’s annual
Czech Days home game, June 16
against Freeman, produced an at-
mosphere the three college stu-
dents said they’ve never
experienced.

“That was one of the most
amazing things I’ve ever done,
pitching in front of something
like 2,000 people,” Wieseler said.
“The Tabor fans are great; I can’t
thank them enough. 

“I’ve seen nothing but love
from them,” he added. “Most of
the games we go to, we have

more fans than the home town.”
Added Edler, “I’ve never seen

that many people at a baseball
game before, other than profes-
sional ones.”

Losers of two straight games,
the Bluebirds have two regular
season games remaining before
the District 6B Tournament from
July 21-30 in Lesterville.

With the South Central League
again getting five representatives
to the State Class B Tournament
in Mitchell from Aug. 3-14, Tabor
figures to give its three college
players another chance to play
on a big stage.

“We talk about that too, all
three of us, that if we make a
deep run in the state tourna-
ment, it should carry over to col-
lege,” Kortan said. “For some
reason, it makes it so much eas-
ier with these guys.”

Yankton Cruising
Though the Yankton Tappers

will be the only SCL team not
competing in the District 6B
Tournament, they are playing
like a team searching for a top
seed.

Yankton, the only Class A
team in the league, has vaulted
itself to fourth place in the stand-
ings after winning six times in its
last seven games — including
nail-biters on Sunday and Mon-
day.

The Tappers (11-4) are two
games behind first-place Wynot,
heading into Thursday night’s
matchup with the Expos in
Wynot, Neb.

What’s been the key to the re-
cent surge?

“We’ve got everybody playing
together and we’ve been able to
get more people some playing
time to make us even better,”
Yankton manager Ron Heine said.
“You play up to the team you’re
facing, I really believe that. The
competition level is greater, so
you try to step it up a notch.”

“As a manager, that’s what
I’ve seen; they’re trying their
hardest.”

At one point 5-3 in mid-June,
the Tappers reeled off four con-
secutive wins: Against Scotland
on June 23, Tabor on June 28,
Menno on June 30 and Lesterville
on July 4. The victories against
Tabor and Menno both went
extra innings at home.

Following a loss at Irene on
July 7, Yankton edged Freeman 2-
1 in a 15-inning marathon on Sun-
day night and came back
Monday night to beat Crofton, 4-
2.

In the extra-inning win against
the Freeman Black Sox, the Tap-
pers scored a run in the bottom
of the third and didn’t score
again until Rand Thygeson’s
walk-off homer in the 15th inning.

“We’ve been hitting the ball

pretty well, but Sunday night we
forgot how to for a long time. It
took until the very end to get an-
other run,” Heine said.

Another reason for the recent
streak could be the team’s ad-
justment to using wood bats,
Heine said.

“When you use a wood, I think
it makes you, in some respects, a
better hitter,” he said. “You don’t
have to swing as hard, and can fi-
nesse the ball and place it bet-
ter.”

Ranked fourth in the latest
Class A state amateur poll, Yank-
ton is seeking to schedule a game

against the Renner Monarchs
and/or Vermillion Red Sox for
seeding purposes, according to
Heine.

In addition, the Tappers still
have an SCL makeup game with
Lesterville to be squeezed in
alongside the two regular season
games remaining with Wynot and
Avon.

Press&Dakotan
DA I LY  D O S E

University of South Dakota Athletic Director David Sayler will be a special guest during
today’s Press & Dakotan’s live sports chat, which is a weekly online chat from 3-4 p.m.

Sayler has completed his first year at the helm of the USD athletic program, which is
entering its final year before full NCAA membership. USD joins the Summit League this

year, and will leave the Great West Conference for the Missouri Valley Football League in
the 2012-13 season.

Join the chat from 3-4 p.m. today by scanning the QR code to the left, or by going on-
line to http://www.yankton.net/live_chat

USD AD Sayler On Press & Dakotan Live Sports Chat Today

GOLF
DAKOTAS TOUR

WESTWARD HO OPEN
July 11 at Westward Ho CC, Sioux Falls
TOP 10: Tim Kunick 62, Trent Peterson 67,

Travis Ross 68, Jay Jurecic 68, Jeff Berkshire
68, Andrew Petersen 68, Ryan Kiel 68, Neil
Frederickson 69, Cory Blenkush 69, Jon Sauer
69, Andre Metzger 69, Ollie Dunn 70, Brian
Brodell 70, Brandon Crick 70

BAKKER CROSSING OPEN
July 9-10 at Bakker Crossing GC, Sioux

Falls
135 — Benjamin Murray
136 — Christopher Evans; A.J. Elgert; Tim

Ailes
137 — Benoit Beisser; Jon Sauer; Josh Per-

sons
138 — Gunner Wiebe; Tim Kunick
139 — Brandon Crick; Josh Esler
140 — Joey Lamielle; Anthony Rodriguez;

Brad Marek; Jay Jurecic; Christopher Myers
141 — Cam White; Kyle Bermel; Jeff Bur-

ton; Ian Hessels; Brett Abbotts; Neil Johnson;
Judd Cornell; Wes Martin; Jordan Krantz

142 — Matthew Leestma; Travis Ross;
Thomas Campbell

143 — Jeff Wade; Nick Hodge; Brian
Brodell; Cory Blenkush; Ben Herrera; Kyle Red-
dington; Ollie Dunn; Jeff LeMaster

144 — Nick Bisogno; Ryan Conn; Adam
Hanson; John Hurley; Matt Pridey

145 — Kevin Starr; Ben Pisani; Wade Pettitt;
Drew Dvorak

146 — Tucker Weisman; Andre Metzger;
Mikkel Reese; Tyler Watts; Drew Pierson

147 — Mark Pillen; Joe O’Brien; Brian John-

son; Geoff Mead; Dustin Schwab
148 — Cade McCracken; Justin Hamilton;

Jeff Berkshire
149 — Dexter Chan; Andy Hansen; Chad

Fribley
150 — Patrick Stolpe; Trent Peterson
151 — Jeremy Hoye; Kevin Leestma
152 — Travis Stockholm; Sam Meyer
153 — Chris Collins; Gabriel Ross; Logan

O’Reilly; Adam Fields; Andrew Petersen
154 — Nick Bocchino; Justin Smool
156 — Ryan Devlin; Neil Frederickson
161 — Jonathan Reigstad; Mike Williams
162 — Pat Beaudoin
163 — Andrew Womeldorf
165 — Peter Israel

HILLCREST GOLF & CC
LADIES CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

CLUB CHAMPION: Lisa Berry 177
RUNNER-UP: Sandy Brandt 183
FLIGHT 1: Stacy Schramm 144, Deb

Gubbels 148, Jane Adamson 156
FLIGHT 2: Lori Ibarolle 138, Tracey Groten-

huis 151, Shary Willlard 155

BASEBALL
AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 55 35 .611 —
New York 53 35 .602 1
Tampa Bay 49 41 .544 6
Toronto 45 47 .489 11
Baltimore 36 52 .409 18

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Detroit 49 43 .533 —
Cleveland 47 42 .528 1/2
Chicago 44 48 .478 5
Minnesota 41 48 .461 6 1/2
Kansas City 37 54 .407 11 1/2

West Division
W L Pct GB

Texas 51 41 .554 —
Los Angeles 50 42 .543 1
Seattle 43 48 .473 7 1/2
Oakland 39 53 .424 12
Tuesday’s Game

National League 5, American League 1
Thursday’s Games

Cleveland at Baltimore, 6:05 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto, 6:07 p.m.
Kansas City at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at Seattle, 9:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 57 34 .626 —
Atlanta 54 38 .587 3 1/2
New York 46 45 .505 11
Washington 46 46 .500 11 1/2
Florida 43 48 .473 14

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 49 43 .533 —
St. Louis 49 43 .533 —
Pittsburgh 47 43 .522 1
Cincinnati 45 47 .489 4
Chicago 37 55 .402 12
Houston 30 62 .326 19

West Division
W L Pct GB

San Francisco 52 40 .565 —

Arizona 49 43 .533 3
Colorado 43 48 .473 8 1/2
Los Angeles 41 51 .446 11
San Diego 40 52 .435 12
Tuesday’s Game

National League 5, American League 1
Thursday’s Games

Florida at Chicago Cubs, 7:05 p.m.
Milwaukee at Colorado, 7:40 p.m.
San Francisco at San Diego, 9:05 p.m.

SOCCER
2011 WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

QUARTERFINALS
Saturday, July 9

At Leverkusen, Germany
England 1, France 1 (France wins 4-3 on

penalty kicks)
At Wolfsburg, Germany
Japan 1, Germany 0, OT

Sunday, July 10
At Augsburg, Germany
Sweden 3, Australia 1
At Dresden, Germany
Brazil 2, United States 2 (U.S. wins 5-3 on

penalty kicks)
SEMIFINALS

Wednesday, July 13
At Moenchengladbach, Germany
France vs. United States, 11 a.m.
At Frankfurt
Japan vs. Sweden, 1:45 p.m.

THIRD PLACE
Saturday, July 16

At Sinsheim, Germany
Semifinal losers, 10:30 a.m.

CHAMPIONSHIP

Sunday, July 17
At Frankfurt
Semifinal winners, 1:45 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

American League
TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Traded OF Juan

Rivera to the L.A. Dodgers for a player to be
named or cash considerations.

American Association
FARGO-MOORHEAD REDHAWKS — Re-

leased C Phil Britton.
ST. PAUL SAINTS — Signed RHP Kris Ed-

wards. Traded INF Phil Cuadrado to Brockton
(Can-Am) to complete an earlier trade.

WICHITA WINGNUTS — Traded OF Ryan
Patterson to Fort Worth for RHP Derek Black-
sher.

WINNIPEG GOLDEYES — Signed RHP
Aaron Cook.

Can-Am League
WORCESTER TORNADOES — Released

RHP Sean Keeler.
Brockton Rox signed RHP Steve Richard. 

BASKETBALL

National Basketball Association
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES — Fired

coach Kurt Rambis.
FOOTBALL

Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Released DB

LaDarius Key.
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed P

Mike Renaud to a contract extension.
United Football League

OMAHA NIGHTHAWKS — Signed QB Eric
Crouch.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Agreed to terms with
G Jeff Deslauriers on a two-year contract.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Extended the
contract of vice president/assistant to the presi-
dent Al MacIsaac through the 2013-14 season.

COLORADO AVALANCHE—Signed F T.J.
Galiardi and F Patrick Rissmiller to one-year
contracts.

EDMONTON OILERS — Traded C Andrew
Cogliano to Anaheim for a 2013 second-round
draft pick.

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Agreed to terms
with D Tyson Strachan on a one-year contract.

LOS ANGELES KINGS—Agreed to terms
with F Brad Richardson on a two-year contract.

MINNESOTA WILD — Named Kirk Olson
strength and conditioning coach.

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Named Eric
Boguniecki assistant coach of Bridgeport (AHL).

PHOENIX COYOTES — Named John An-
derson assistant coach and signed him to a mul-
tiyear contract.

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS — Re-signed C
Mike Zigomanis to a one-year contract.

American Hockey League
AHL — Named Joe Banach and Kristen

Krasinskas marketing services coordinators.
ECHL

GWINNETT GLADIATORS — Agreed to
terms with D Paul Flache.

READING ROYALS — Agreed to terms with
F Olivier Labelle.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

SEATTLE SOUNDERS — Removed F
O’Brian White from the DL.

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS — Signed F
Mustapha Jarju.

COLLEGE
NORTHEAST CONFERENCE — Named

Erik Kaminski director of new media and com-
munications.

BUFFALO — Named Jessica Bogia
women’s assistant basketball coach.

DELAWARE — Named Henry Baker corner-
backs coach adn Brian Brown graduate assis-
tant defensive coach.

EAST CAROLINA — Named Emmanuel
McDaniel assistant strength and conditioning
coach.

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON — Named Jamie
Church assistant director of communications.

GEORGETOWN — Named Matt Kerwick
men’s associate head lacrosse coach.

MOUNT ST. VINCENT — Named Jay Butler
director of athletics and recreation.

N.C. STATE — Named Todd DeSorbo asso-
ciate head swimming and diving coach.

PRESBYTERIAN — Named Kama Tucker
softball coach.

PRINCETON — Named Michael Podgajny
men’s assistant blacrosse coach.

QUEENS (N.C.) — Named Jon MacColl
men’s and women’s assistant swimming coach.

SOUTH CAROLINA — Announced the res-
ignation of assistant track and field coach
Lawrence Johnson.

Wednesday, July 13
BASEBALL, AMATEUR Vermillion Grey Sox at Vermil-

lion Red Sox (7:30 p.m.)
BASEBALL, LEGION Yankton at Watertown (DH, 4

p.m.); S.D. Regions — 3B at Vermillion (Championship —
Game 9 winner vs. Game 11 winner, 5 p.m.; If necessary, 30
minute after)

BASEBALL, VFW TEENER Yankton Black Sox at Bran-
don Valley (DH, 5 p.m.); S.F. South at Yankton Grey Sox (DH,
5 p.m.); Yankton Lakers at S.F. West (DH, 5 p.m.)

Thursday, July 14
BASEBALL, AMATEUR Crofton at Irene (7:30 p.m.);

Lesterville at Avon (7:30 p.m.); Scotland at Tabor (7:30 p.m.);
Yankton at Wynot (7:30 p.m., KVHT-FM)

BASEBALL, LEGION Neb. Junior Area Tournaments —
C1 at Ainsworth (Game 1 — Valentine vs. Neligh-Oakdale, 5
p.m.; Ainsworth vs. Bloomfield, 7:30 p.m.); C2 at Hartington
(Game 1 — West Point vs. Wisner-Pilger-Beemer, noon;
Game 2 — Pender vs. Battle Creek, 2:30 p.m.; Game 3 —
Stanton vs. Ponca, 5 p.m.; Game 4 — Hartington vs. Wake-
field, 7:30 p.m.)

Friday, July 15
BASEBALL, AMATEUR Menno at Freeman (7:30 p.m.,

KVHT-FM)
BASEBALL, LEGION Mid-Summer Shootout at Sioux

Falls (Yankton); Neb. Junior Area Tournaments — C1 at
Ainsworth (Game 3 — Creighton vs. Game 1 winner, 5 p.m.;
Crofton vs. Game 2 winner, 7:30 p.m.); C2 at Hartington
(Game 5 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 loser, noon; Game 6

— Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 loser, 2:30 p.m.; Game 7 —
Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 winner, 5 p.m.; Game 8 — Game
3 winner vs. Game 4 winner, 7:30 p.m.)

BASEBALL, VFW TEENER Bob Deery Wood Bat Clas-
sic at Yankton (Brandon ‘A’ vs. Yankton Lakers, 11:30 a.m.;
Brandon ‘B’ vs. Yankton Reds, 1:15 p.m.; Brookings vs. Bran-
don ‘A’, 3 p.m.; Brandon ‘B’ vs. Spearfish, 4:45 p.m.; Yankton
Lakers vs. Brookings, 6:30 p.m.; Spearfish vs. Yankton Reds,
8:15 p.m.)

GOLF, DAKOTAS TOUR South Dakota Open at The
Bluffs, Vermillion

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. State Tourn. at Sioux Falls
(Yankton Blue Bombers, Yankton Spitfire, Yankton Lightning,
Yankton Yellowjackets, Yankton Xtreme, Yankton Crush,
Yankton Shamrocks)

S C O R E B OA R D A R E A  C A L E N DA R

PRESS & DAKOTAN ■ WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2011 PAGE 9

 MORNING
 COFFE E
 WEEKDAYS

 MONDAY-FRIDAY
 WEDNESDAY

 7:40 Tammy Matuska
 8:15 Chef Staci, Hy-Vee
 8:45 Lara Cunningham

 THURSDAY
 7:40 Carmen Schramm

 8:15 Lisa Scheve
 FRIDAY

 7:40 Vermillion NOW
 8:15 Pam Kettering

A SAFE
PLACE, INC.

A Counseling
Center

Terre
Berkland,

MSW, CSW, PIP
Therapist

500 Park Street, Suite 13, Yankton

605-661-5176
•Children •Adults • Couples • Families

•Depression •Stress
•Anxiety •Transitions
•Parenting •Behavior
    •GLBTQ • PTSD

Kieff Named DWU Softball Coach
MITCHELL — After a search that

included candidates from across the
country, Dakota Wesleyan Univer-
sity athletic director Curt Hart an-
nounced Tuesday morning that the
Tigers’ next head softball coach is
one with plenty of ties in the state,
the city of Mitchell and even DWU.

Ed Kieff has been selected as the
14th head coach in DWU softball
history. Kieff brings many years of
softball coaching experience at vari-
ous levels with him to Dakota Wes-
leyan, where he takes over for Marie
McCarthy-Foster. McCarthy-Foster
announced her resignation in mid-
June after four years with the Tiger
softball program. She is moving
back to her home state of Michigan
with her husband, Jason Foster.

Kieff comes to Dakota Wesleyan
with 20 years of softball coaching
experience under his belt. Most re-

cently, he was the head of the Sioux
Falls Diamonds Fastpitch Softball
Club, which he helped get started
five years ago. The program started
as one team when Kieff started it
five years ago, and has grown to 12
teams spanning in age from 9-and-
under to 18-and-under. He is the
head coach of the 14u Diamonds
Gold team, which won its division at
the USSSA S.D. State Tournament in
Sioux Falls in June.

For the past two years, Kieff has
been the state director for the
USSSA Girls’ Fastpitch Softball pro-
gram. He helped develop the South
Dakota program and has given the
state a presence in the national fast-
pitch scene. Kieff, a 1999 Doane Col-
lege graduate, coached his
daughter’s fastpitch softball teams
in Nebraska and South Dakota when
she was growing up and helped

guide a handful of teams to the ASA
National Tournament. Later this
month, he will travel with the 14u
Diamonds Gold to Orlando, Fla., for
the USSSA World Series.

Kieff takes over a team that went
12-23 overall and 7-13 in the Great
Plains Athletic Conference and fin-
ished in 11th in the league in 2011.
Nicole Haley and Brandi Nekrassoff
both earned All-GPAC Second Team
honors and Andrea Johnson earned
honorable mention status. The
Tigers didn’t lose any players to
graduation in May, and return a core
of juniors and seniors that have
been with the program for the past
three to four seasons.

Kieff currently lives in Sioux Falls
with his wife. The couple has two
grown children. He will start his du-
ties as head softball coach immedi-
ately.

Notebook
From Page 8

ers are added to the mix, the future
of this franchise should be a bright
one, and I am thankful for the
chance I had, to play a part in
shaping that future.”

No mention of Kahn there. As
their second season together in
Minnesota wore on, the relation-
ship between Rambis and Kahn ap-
peared to deteriorate as well.  The
two rarely spoke as their philoso-
phies on what would work best on
the court diverged.

Kahn wanted Rambis to retool
the offense, which had elements of
the triangle system used by Jack-
son, to a more up-tempo, fast-
break-or-bust mentality. The
triangle offense limits the point
guard’s ability to freelance and cre-
ate, something Kahn wanted to
change with Rubio’s arrival for
next season. 

Rambis didn’t feel that run-and-
gun approach would be conducive
to winning in the NBA, so the two

drifted off the same page.
“I didn’t feel comfortable dictat-

ing how the team should be
coached,” Kahn said when asked
what led to the final decision. “I
think it needed to flow from out of
him.”

Under Rambis, Kevin Love blos-
somed into an All-Star and Michael
Beasley and Darko Milicic also
showed flashes of the potential
that made them top draft picks.
But the Wolves were making the
same mistakes — too many
turnovers, poor perimeter defense,
inconsistent ball movement — at
the end of the season that they
were at the beginning. They lost
their last 15 games. 

“He tried hard,” Timberwolves
forward Anthony Tolliver said. “At
the end of the day, he didn’t have
the success that we wanted to. It
wasn’t because of a lack of effort.
But I respect David Kahn’s decision
to hire a new coach. It’s a busi-
ness.” 

Now, in some ways, the Timber-
wolves are back to square one —
looking for the kind of leader who
can mold this young team into a
playoff contender in the powerful
Western Conference.

Former Timberwolves coach
and executive Kevin McHale may
have thrown a wrench in Kahn’s
plans for a successor. McHale, who
was hired by the Houston Rockets
as coach this summer, has added
Kelvin Sampson and J.B. Bicker-
staff to his bench, two people with
knowledge of the decision said on
condition of anonymity because
the Rockets have not announced
the hires. 

Kahn said he has received per-
mission to speak with Portland as-
sistant Bernie Bickerstaff. One of
the plans being considered was
hiring Bernie Bickerstaff while hav-
ing his son J.B. tutor under him for
a year or two before taking over. 

And despite all the criticism of
the process, Kahn said he didn’t
expect it to affect the team’s ability
to find a suitable replacement. He
said Tuesday that he has already
received “seven or eight” calls
from coaches interested in getting
consideration. 

“I think at the end of the day
people look at the roster and I
think that our roster gives people a
lot of optimism and enthusiasm for
where this position could go in the
next several years,” Kahn said.

T-Wolves
From Page 8

Vermillion Swimmers Finish
Fourth At Sioux Falls

SIOUX FALLS — The Vermillion Area Swim Team sent 22 swim-
mers and placed fourth at the Sioux Falls Summer Open, July 8-10
at Sioux Falls. The event is a tune-up for the state meet, which will be
in that same pool in three weeks.

The girls’ 11-12 200 meter freestyle and 400 meter freestyle relays
comprised of Maddie Lavin, Madisen Martinez, Kyleigh Moran and
Lexie Malimanek swam to victories. On Friday, the girls competed in
the 200 Freestyle Relay, winning by over 8 seconds and continued
their domination the following day, winning the 400 Freestyle Relay by
just over 17 seconds. 

One more swimmer from VAST achieved a state qualification time.
Charlie Ward swam the 100 freestyle for the first time in his swim-
ming career and made the 8 and under state time. Ward also made
it in the 50 freestyle. VAST now has over 15 swimmers qualified for
the state meet later this month. 

6-Year-Old Girl Quietly Sinks Hole-In-1
BLOOMINGTON, Ill. (AP) — A 6-year-old golfer sank a hole in one on

a course in central Illinois and calmly walked back to her cart.
Why such a quiet reaction? Reagan Kennedy’s father had told the

Bloomington girl not to make a lot of noise on the course.
But 13-year-old Cheyenne Broquard says she told her younger sister

that a hole in one was the one time a golfer could be excused for making
a little noise.

The (Bloomington) Pantagraph reports that Kennedy made the 85-
yard shot on the third hole at The Links at Ireland Grove last week.

Mother Erin Kennedy says her husband starting to put a golf club in
Reagan’s hands when she was only 2.

Reagan Kennedy says she’s now working toward her ultimate golf goal
— beating her father.

Quick Hitters
Baseball

General Motors Co. says its Chevrolet brand will sponsor Major League
Baseball for five more years. The company and Major League Baseball Proper-
ties announced the deal Tuesday before the 82nd All-Star game in Phoenix. ... The
Toronto Blue Jays have traded outfielder Juan Rivera to the Los Angeles
Dodgers in exchange for a player to be named or cash considerations. The 33-year-
old appeared in 70 games for the Blue Jays this season, batting .243 with six home
runs and 27 RBIs prior to being designated for assignment on July 3.

Basketball
Kevin McHale has added a couple of familiar names to the Houston Rock-

ets coaching staff. Kelvin Sampson and J.B. Bickerstaff will join McHale once
teams get back to work, a person with knowledge of the decisions said Tuesday.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity because no official announcement has
been made by the team in the midst of the NBA lockout.

Golf
North Dakota State University golfer Amy Anderson says she’ll return for

her junior and senior seasons. Anderson, of Oxbow, recently returned from the
U.S. Women’s Open, where she finished 63rd at 17 over par but drew national at-
tention when she spent time atop the leaderboard as an amateur during the first
round.

schools has a football program,
enabling them to mostly compete
within the state and keep travel
costs down in the most costly
sport.

“Sports does play an impor-
tant role in our community col-
leges in the state of Mississippi,
not only giving our kids an op-
portunity to have some school
and move onto four-year col-
leges,” Southward said. “It brings
other students in. A lot of stu-
dents still want that experience
of going to a ballgame that they
would have at a senior college.”

St. Louis Community College
has consolidated sports among
its three campuses that have ath-
letic programs (out of four), re-
ducing the number of teams from
15 to seven after two-year
schools absorbed a 7 percent re-
duction in state aid.

That cuts in half the number
of athletes participating from
about 290 — and saves the
schools about $685,000 annually,
said DeLancey Smith, the St.
Louis Community College direc-
tor of communications.

In Alabama alone, Northwest-
Shoals and Bevill State an-
nounced in March that they

would drop athletics starting in
the fall. Jefferson State axed soft-
ball and baseball and Gadsden
State cut four of its six varsity
sports.

Students get to keep their
scholarships even if they’re not
still participating in sport.

“A lot of those (four-year) col-
leges have significant TV con-
tracts, they have significantly
alumni support, they have ticket
sales, all those things,” Smith
said. “All of which we don’t have.
It comes from operating funds.”

Al Cox, commissioner of the
Alabama Community College
Conference, said a recent study
found that 79 percent of the ath-
letes graduating from the state’s
two-year colleges went on to
compete at four-year schools. He
said 85-90 percent continued
their education.

Now, some have had a step-
ping stone pulled from beneath
them.

“Those are kids that may not
even give college a chance. I hate
it for them,” Cox said. “There are
those that have financial needs
that can’t afford to go away to a
four-year school somewhere.
They can stay at a two-year col-
lege close to them. Those slots
are gone.”

Collins is landing on her feet.
The pitcher/infielder plans to
play for Wallace State Commu-
nity College in Hanceville, Ala.,
which has already filled its schol-

arship allotment for softball, with
help from some scholarship
money for academics.

Northwest-Shoals women’s
basketball player Amanda Hen-
son doesn’t think she’d have the
grades or money for a four-year
university. Her father is studying
for a paramedic’s license at the
school, and her mother never
graduated high school.

“Basketball is pretty much
putting me through school,” said
Henson, who has signed with Dy-
ersburg State in Tennessee. “If I
didn’t have basketball, I would
not be in college right now. I’d
probably be flipping burgers at
McDonald’s right now. I’d proba-
bly be in some horrible job that I
hated.”

Her coach, Kristy Ward, said
four of the team’s 10 freshmen
have signed scholarships and
three, including Henson, are mov-
ing significantly further from
home. The experience has
prompted Ward to write her doc-
toral thesis on the effects of cut-
ting athletics at two-year
schools.

The reaction to the news
when she and the baseball coach
informed their players of the de-
cision was an emotional start.

“It was complete devastation,
it was chaos,” said Ward. “It was
anger. The kids were crying. I’ve
never seen anything like it in 16
years.”
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OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The
Omaha Nighthawks are giving Eric
Crouch another shot at profes-
sional football.

The United Football League
team held a news conference Tues-
day to announce it has signed the
2001 Heisman Trophy winner who
once starred down the road at Ne-
braska.

The 32-year-old Crouch said

he’s looking forward to getting one
more chance to play football in his
hometown but added that he’s not
out to prove himself. 

“This is an exciting time for me
to be part of football again at a
high level,” said Crouch, who will
wear the No. 9. 

The Nighthawks minicamp
Crouch participated in last month
was his first organized football ac-

tivity in the past five years. In re-
cent years, he’s sold playground
equipment and medical supplies.
Terms of his deal were not dis-
closed.

Crouch was a third-round draft
pick of the St. Louis Rams in 2002.
He was with three NFL teams but
never played a regular-season
game and last played in 2006, in
the CFL.

Omaha UFL Team Signs 2001 Heisman Winner Crouch


