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Since competing on “American
Idol” last winter, Yankton native
Rebecca Culhane has not stopped
shooting for the stars.

Her new album, “North of Nor-
mal,” was released on iTunes and
Amazon.com earlier this month.
Recorded in Lincoln, Neb., at Sad-
Son Music Group, the album
reached No. 38 in the
Singer/Songwriter category at
iTunes upon its release.

“I've had so much support and
amazing feedback,” Culhane told
the Press & Dakotan during a re-
cent phone interview. “On the
first day, when it reached No. 38
on the iTunes Singer/Songwriter
chart, it was a pretty proud mo-
ment.”

She said the album title refers
to “getting out there, doing some-
thing different and shooting for
the stars.”

The genesis of the project
began well in advance of her
being a contestant on “American
Idol.” Because of contractual obli-
gations with the entertainment
franchise, this was the earliest
she was able to release the
album, which is her second.

“After that first album, I de-
cided [ wanted to go in a com-
pletely different direction (from
the R&B sound [ had been
doing),” Culhane said. “l immedi-
ately started writing for my sec-
ond album, which began about
three years ago. [ wanted more of
an indie pop sound. [ always ex-
plain it as minimal and organic,
because I really don’t know what
genre | am.”

Writing for the album contin-
ued for about a year, and it was
then recorded over two years.

“We kind of had it finished,
and [ would have liked to have re-
leased it,” Culhane said. “But
when ‘American Idol’ came along,
I had contractual obligations, so |
wasn'’t able to release anything
until three months after the finale
aired. It was actually good, be-
cause I continued to write
through that process and even
recorded a few more songs that
wouldn’t have otherwise been on
the album.”

She was among 200 contest-
ants selected to compete on
‘American Idol’ out of 39,000 My-
Space submissions. The online fi-
nalists joined 200 more
contestants that had tried out in
Los Angeles. Culhane made it to
the final 20 among those 400 con-
testants.

“Los Angeles was the last city,
so I didn’t have any time to pre-
pare at all,” she said. “I basically
went home, had a few weeks to
rest and then went back to Los
Angeles.”

Because her elimination
wasn't televised, Culhane said
many people don’t know why she
got cut from the competition.

“It’s kind of a funny story be-
cause my friend had been trying
to introduce me to (the music of
Bruno Mars),” she stated, adding
that she never got around to
checking out the artist. “I got to
group night, and my group’s song
happened to be Bruno Mars’
‘Grenade.’ | was the only one in
the group who didn’t know the
song. [ was kicking myself for not
listening to my friend.”

The group got the song assign-
ment at 9:30 p.m. and stayed up
all night to arrange the vocals and
choreograph it.

“By the time we had the audi-
tion, [ was a zombie,” Culhane
said. “I couldn’t function. I got in
front of (the ‘American Idol’
judges) and I didn’t have the
lyrics, so I couldn’t audition. I just
kind of stood there and knew my
time was up. [ was OK with that.
That kind of stuff happens. It was
still a fun experience.”

Upon returning from Los Ange-
les, Culhane decided to record
some new songs, as well as work
on the sound of some of the
tracks recorded previously.

“When you're writing your
own music and you have a vision
for how it sounds, you have to
have it a certain way. It's very
personal,” she stated. “I re-
recorded 12 songs in 12 days. At
that point, it had been so long
that I had everything figured out.
I knew I didn’t have a lot of time,
but I think it worked out well.”

Culhane thought about audi-
tioning for “American Idol” again
this year but ultimately decided
to take a break to pursue some
acting opportunities. She has
acted in six commercials that
have been aired in the Midwest,
and one song from her new
album, “Outstanding,” has been
featured in a commercial for San-
ford Health.
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‘North Of Normal’

Yankton native Rebecca Cul-
hane competed on “American
Idol” last winter and has just
released her new album,
“North of Normal.” The
singer/songwriter currently
lives in Mitchell with her hus-
band and two children. (Cour-
tesy photo)

Yankton Native Discusses ‘American |ldol’
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our
ENDS

# hottest”
summerd ea I S

GETA
32" LGD HDTV

FOR ONLY

*199

WITH ANY PURCHASE
OF $999 OR MORE!

30% - 50%
OFF LAMPS,
PICTURES, RUGS
& AGGESSORIES

i S

EXTENDS T0 42" X 60"

SOLID DAK! 42" ROUND
TABLE &4EHA|Rs$529

REG. $789 , NOW ONLY

PILLOW TOP HAIS‘I‘EF - :
DOUBLE RECLINING SOFA$7 g

REG. $1159 , NOW ONLY

ROCKER nz?ffmﬁ'ﬁs'l 99

SAVE SAVE

., 280!

..........

n-headboard, I{
ralls, drmerrmlrror & mghtstan i

PO QEENBEDROOW (5. 7

(Picture shown for display of storage
drawers only. Not available in white.)

TABLEE:&EHS54
UNCLAIMED FREIGHT

e 59 /1 )

Sioux Falls - 6600 west 12th sSt. - 334.9027
Mitchell - 1500 North Main - 996.9820
Yankton - 2320 Broadway - 665.3446
Watertown - 17 west Kemp - 886.5883
Pierre - 540 south Garfield - 224.7200
Sioux City - 2500 Transit Ave. - 274.5926
Fargo - 2520 south University Dr. - 237.3360
Aberdeen - 3315 6th Ave. SE - 225.0812

A Division Of Furniture Outlets USA

The #1 Furniture Retailer in the Area! (%

unclaimedfreightfurniture.com

*Advertised offers are calculated on original total purchase price and based on posted regular prices. No minimum purchase required for discount only. Some exclusions may apply, including, but not limited to Hot Buys, rugs,
and select mattress purchases. Financing may be available, is subject to credit approval with minimum purchase levels, and is provided by Wells Fargo Financial Services. Credit promotional period may be terminated if you
default under your account agreement. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. Some pieces and fabric prints may vary by region. Selection may vary by store. Although every precaution is taken, errors in price and/or specification may
occur in print. We reserve the right to correct any such errors. Prices valid for a limited time only. An amount equal to sales taxes and delivery charges must be paid at the time of purchase. Clearance items and previous
purchases excluded. Picture may not represent item exactly as shown, advertised items may not be on display at all locations. Expires 7/18/2011.




