
some were cracking in the cor-
ners. It was one of those things
were people either loved them or
hated them.”

To that end, those people who
have called to reserve season tick-
ets have expressed their support
for the changes, according to
Brad Simons, Coordinator of
Ticket Operations and Sales

“I think people have been
pretty pleased hearing that we’re
getting new ones,” Simons said.
“The old ones were outdated and
pretty ugly, to be honest. These
new ones will be much cleaner
and more comfortable, and you
want people to be comfortable
during a three-hour game.”

The DakotaDome seats 10,000
fans for football and the Coyotes
have averaged 7,600 fans per
game since coach Ed Meierkort
took over in 2004.

As part of USD’s future plans
for the Dome, which was ap-
proved by the South Dakota
Board of Regents three weeks ago,
ongoing renovations will include
increasing the seating capacity to
16,000 for football.

Donations from the Howling
Pack — USD’s booster club —
members helped offset the costs
for the seating project, as did
small increases in ticket prices.
Season tickets for the 2011 foot-
ball season are $90, an increase of
$5 from last fall, but the price in-
cludes an additional home game.

“We knew we weren’t going to
cover the costs in one year,” Herb-
ster said. “It was going to have to
be a three-year period.”

Another athletic project near-

ing completion, Herbster said, is a
new basketball court. The new
court was being painted with the
new Coyote logo and other em-
blems last week and ships to Ver-
million this week.

“It should be ready by the end
of July, but once we get it in here
and get it set up, the company will
have to show us how to put it to-
gether and store it,” said Herbster,
who added it that the goal is to
have the court ready for the start
of football camp and the other fall
sports teams reporting. 

During the last 10 years, the
Dome has received its share of
facelifts.

A new $13 million steel roof
was constructed in 2001, during
which the football team played

home games in Yankton and Sioux
Falls.

• In 2004, upgrades included a
new Daktronics video board, con-
course and concession improve-
ments, renovations to women’s
locker room and press box up-
dates.

• In 2007, the sports medicine
area was renovated, men’s locker
rooms were replaced, the equip-
ment room was reconstructed
and a new arena floor was in-
stalled.

• Also in 2007, construction
began on the Coyote Landing VIP
area on the north side of the
dome, overlooking the northeast
corner of the football field.
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75 YEARS AGO
Saturday, July 18, 1936

• All heat records were broken in
Yankton when a temperature of 116 de-
grees was recorded on the government
thermometer at the state hospital.

• Drilling will be started in the new
site at the Wagner oil well Tuesday
morning, it was announced today by
J.E. Palensky of Tabor, manager of the
project, and will be pushed on a 24-
hour daily basis.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, July 18, 1961

• The first of a series of attempts to
net fish specimens for the Gavins Point
national fish hatchery were carried out
Monday in the area just downstream
from the Gavins Point Dam power-
house.

• Ty Cobb, the immortal Georgia
Peach of baseball, died Monday. The

74-year-old former Detroit Tiger star
died in Emory University hospital where
he had been a patient several times the
past two years.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, July 18, 1986

• Sub-contractor Doug Stockholm
and his crew are hard at work on the in-
terior construction of the building that
will house the Springfield Medical
Clinic. The facility is scheduled to be
completed for its opening on Sept. 1.

• Yankton County Commission can-
didates are holding down spending in a
competitive race for three commission
seats. Only one incumbent, nine-term
commissioner George Mueller, is in the
race. He is joined on the Republican
slate by J.C. “Jerry” Bienert and Ken
Jones. Democrats in the race include
Charles Brosonski, Kathleen Piper and
Harold VanDriel.

Accident Near Lake Marindahl Investigated
IRENE — Local law enforcement are investigating a one-vehicle

accident at Lake Marindahl near Irene late Sunday afternoon. 
According to a report from the scene, five people were in the ve-

hicle when it rolled over on a road on the north side of the lake. 
One person was ejected from the vehicle; he was airlifted to a

Sioux Falls medical facility. Two other people were transported to a
Yankton hospital with minor injuries.

Alcohol was reportedly a factor in the incident.
The incident occurred at approximately 6 p.m. Emergency crews

from Irene and Yankton responded to the incident.

Benefit For Rupp Family Set For Volin
VOLIN — A benefit for the Marc and Deonna Rupp family of Volin

will be held at 4 p.m. Saturday, July 23, at the Volin Town Hall.
The Rupp Family, including four children, lost their home and all

belongings in a June 12 house fire in Volin. 
The benefit will start with a live auction at the Volin Town Hall,

along with a meal, DJ/Karaoke and vendors. Supplemental funds pro-
vided by Thrivent Financial. 

For further information, contact Julie at 605-660-2561 or Kari at
605-661-4019. 

Sodak Stamm Meeting To Be Held July 24
KAYLOR — The next Sodak Stamm meeting will be held at 2:30

p.m. Sunday, July 24, at the heritage site in Kaylor. The speaker will
be Marilyn Kratz of Yankton. 

Everyone is invited to attend.

Noem Announces County Outreach In Yankton
SIOUX FALLS — Rep. Kristi Noem (R-S.D.) has announced that

Peter Eckrich of her Sioux Falls office will hold a constituent out-
reach day in Yankton County on Thursday, July 28.

Eckrich will be available between the hours of 2-3 p.m. at Yester-
day’s Cafe in Yankton. 

“As South Dakota’s lone Member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I take the role of my staff and I meeting with South Dakotans to
hear about the issues that are important to them very seriously. It is
my hope that individuals needing help with a federal agency or sim-
ply wishing to pass on their concerns to me will stop by,” said Noem.

Aside from this opportunity, Eckrich also plans on visiting with
community leaders in the region. Area residents are invited to con-
tact Rep. Noem’s Sioux Falls office at 605-275-2868 if you would like
to set up an appointment or if you need immediate assistance. If you
are unable to find time to come to Yankton on July 28, you can al-
ways reach the office via the website, www.noem.house.gov.

Presentation On Flooded Trees Slated 
BROOKINGS — South Dakota State University specialists will

offer information on dealing with flooded shrubs and trees at a
meeting in North Sioux City.

The event takes place in the Dakota Valley High School audito-
rium at 1150 Northshore Drive, North Sioux City, from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 3. 

Landscape trees and shrubs have been inundated with floodwa-
ter from the Missouri river and from rising water tables. SDSU Ex-
tension Forestry Specialist John Ball will address the factors that
play a role in both the short-term and long- term health of trees in
city parks and on private property.

The North Sioux City city office, Superintendent Al Leber of the
Dakota Valley School District, and the SDSU Cooperative Extension
Service are working together to make the event possible.

To get there, take Interstate Highway 29 south to Exit 4 (the Mc-
Cook Lake exit). Turn right (west) and follow the road for approxi-
mately one mile. The high school will be on the right (north) side
of the road. The auditorium is just inside the main entrance.

SATURDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 16-21, White

Balls: 7-18
MYDAY: Month: 11, Day: 28, Year:

38
PICK 3: 4-8-3
PICK 5: 06-09-10-23-28. Estimated

jackpot: $130,000
POWERBALL: 24-28-48-50-54,

Powerball: 25, Power Play: 3
DAKOTA CASH: 07-09-11-16-26
HOT LOTTO: 03-16-17-20-21, Hot

Ball: 15
POWERBALL: 24-28-48-50-54,

Powerball: 25, Power Play: 3
WILD CARD 2: 01-09-18-25-29,

Wild Card: JC 

SUNDAY RESULTS
2 BY 2: Red Balls: 1-20, White

Balls: 8-14

L OT T E R I E S
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from the community and low
member fees.

“We try to keep our dues for
the traditional site very low, $25
per person or $50 for families,” Er-
ickson said. “The club is basically
run on donations and the good
will of the community and
through special events like (our
golf tournament). We’re also in
the process of our annual ‘It Just
Takes One’ campaign where we go
out and look for individuals to do-
nate.”

According to Director of Oper-
ations J.D. O’Grady said he tries
to train the staff to motivate the
kids with positive reinforcement,
rather than using discipline.

“We’ve got almost 600 kids we
take care of during the school
year. My job is to make sure the
staff is trained and make sure
they do a good job of taking care
of these little people,” he said.
“My main goal is seeing the kids
succeed and being involved in
mentoring them and helping
them become good citizens.”

The program during the sum-
mer is really important, O’Grady
said, as many kids who can’t af-
ford to be active often fall behind

in school, while those that can af-
ford it continue to grow. To help
keep the gap small, the club is in-
troducing a new program.

“Our goal is to give the kids
every opportunity to succeed that
we can, no matter what kind of
family they come from,” O’Grady
said. “We have a project we’re try-
ing to do in the summer called
‘Project Learn.’ A lot of kids step
back and regress during the sum-
mer and the kids that have the op-
portunities go to camps, so every
time it’s one step back and two
steps forward.”

Because the Boys and Girls
Club is non-profit, the group calls
on the Yankton community to
help support it. 

This weekend, the group held
its fourth annual social event and
golf tournament. The social
event held Friday night at the
Elks Lodge included a live and
silent auction where members of
the community bid on donated
items from local businesses that
ranged from paintings, signed
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
memorabilia and free pizza for a
year. All the proceeds went back
into the club’s budget.

Saturday, teams hit the course
in a four-person, best-ball scram-
ble to play for a new car from
Berkeley Motors or $5,000 in
prizes. The golf tournament grew
from 22 teams last year to 35 this

year, O’Grady said, and they
hoped for a crowd of 300 at the
auction.

To help entice community
members to attend, the BGCA of
Yankton works with UNL’s De-
partment of Athletics to bring in
celebrities such as linebacker
coach Ross Els and All-American
wrestler Andy Johnson. Els and
Johnson were auctioned off to
play on a team for the golf tour-
nament.

“We started with (UNL) a few
years ago and they’ve been
great,” Erickson said. “They’re
very kid-oriented as well so
they’ve been really awesome
helping us out. We know that
where we live in South Dakota we
have a huge Husker following.”

As a Yankton native, Johnson
said he feels great being able to
come home and help his commu-
nity.

“It’s huge — anytime you have
the chance to give back you
should take advantage of it,” he
said. “They did so much for me
during high school and I’ve seen
other people give back to the com-
munity once they graduate. Being
able to do it feels really good.”

Working with kids that don’t al-
ways have the best opportunities,
Johnson said it can be hard to
keep them motivated, but they
just need to work hard and stay
focused.

“That’s the hard part because
they hear it from everybody, but
how do you really believe it? You
just have to set lofty goals,” he
said. “When I was a kid I knew I
wanted to wrestle DI so I kept
working for it and working for it
until I finally got it.”

O’Grady said because UNL
has done such a great job work-
ing with the group, they hope to
continue their partnership and
have it grow so that the athletic
teams can come up and do
camps for the kids.

Johnson said he is impressed
by what the club offers to kids in
the community.

“I think it’s incredible what
they do,” he said. “They really
give kids another chance and
they set incredible role models.
It’s huge what they do not only in
Yankton, but across the country.”

While the Boys and Girls Club
does an amazing job helping the
kids in the Yankton area achieve
a greater potential, Erickson said
it couldn’t be done without the
community’s help.

“We really thank the commu-
nity for their support,” she said.
“Our kids are what our mission is
all about and that’s what we’re
here for and what we’re focused
on.”

Club
From Page 1


