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MILWAUKEE — The nation’s
third-largest Lutheran denomi-
nation moved to clarify its views
on the Catholic Church this
week, after being drawn into the
national political debate by
presidential candidate Michele
Bachmann.

The Wauwatosa, Wis.-based
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod, the most theologically
conservative of the nation’s
three main Lutheran denomina-
tions, issued a statement on its
website Monday explaining its
long-held tenet that the Catholic
papacy is the anti-Christ. But it
said that position is born of doc-
trinal differences rather than
anti-Catholic bigotry.

“We respect the right of peo-
ple to hold beliefs different from
ours even as we point out the
error,” WELS president, the Rev.

Mark Schroeder, said in the
statement.

“Testifying to the errors that
still exist in Catholic doctrine is
itself an expression of love,” he
said.

Questions surrounding the
church’s anti-Christ doctrine
have circulated since June —
mostly in the blogosphere —
when Bachmann and her hus-
band, Marcus, withdrew their
membership from a WELS con-
gregation in Stillwater, Minn.,
where they had belonged for
more than a decade.

She announced her candi-
dacy for president a week later.
WELS spokesman Joel
Hochmuth said the Bachmanns
had not attended the church in
two years and that the timing of
the withdrawal was more coinci-
dental than strategic. A message
left with her campaign head-
quarters was not returned.

Spokesmen for the local

Archdiocese of Milwaukee and
Washington-based U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops offered
no immediate comments on the
website posting or the recent
controversy surrounding the
anti-Christ rhetoric.

But a Catholic theologian and
Luther scholar long active in
Catholic-Lutheran dialogue sug-
gested the WELS position is out-
side the mainstream of
contemporary Lutheran
thought.

“The Lutheran World Federa-
tion and its 140 churches have
formally distanced themselves
from that epithet .?.?. which
plays no role in Lutheran-
Catholic dialogue today,” said
Father Jared Wicks, who is the-
ologian in residence at John Car-
roll University near Cleveland.

WELS, which represents
390,000 members in the United
States and Canada, does not be-
long to the federation.

The anti-Christ doctrine
dates to the Protestant Reforma-
tion of the 16th century when
Martin Luther and others at-
tempted to reform the Catholic
Church, whose hierarchy they
viewed as corrupt.

The WELS statement said the
papacy fulfills the Biblical defini-
tion of anti-Christ as one who is
“in place of” Christ, by asserting
an authority to speak for God on
Earth — at times infallibly — and
holding that there is no salvation
outside the Catholic Church.

Wicks, the Catholic theolo-
gian, said WELS is misinterpret-
ing both the doctrine of
infallibility — which he says has
been asserted only once in 140
years, in reference to the as-
sumption of Mary into heaven —
and the church’s teachings on
salvation.

“Popes since the 1850s have
said that salvation goes far be-
yond the Catholic Church,” he
said.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Offers Bible School
It’s time for Vacation Bible School at St. John’s Lutheran in Yankton.

Join us for the “Gold Rush,” where kids will discover that their one
true treasure is in Christ. 

You’ll enjoy fun crafts, great music, thrilling Bible stories, tasty
snacks and meeting new friends. 

At St. John’s, we provide a vacation Bible school ministry that is a
Christ-centered approach to teaching the faith. We encourage building
relationships with people of all ages in Jesus Christ. 

Call St. John’s at 605-665-7337 to register. Children ages 3 years old
up to those entering 6th grade this fall are eligible. 

The vacation Bible school will take place at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, 1009 Jackson St., Yankton. Classes run from 6:30-9 p.m. from
July 24-27. We would like to invite parents and families to join us for
our “Closing Music Celebration” on Wednesday night, July 27, at 8:40
p.m.

Galilee-By-the-Sea To Be Held At Kingsway 
Kingsway Christian Church invites kids to the Galilee-By-the-Sea Va-

cation Bible School. For ages 4 years old through 5th grade, the VBS
will run Sunday, July 24-Thursday, July 28, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. While
pre-registration for this free event is prefered, walk-up registrations
will be taken from 6-6:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 24. 

This year we’re transforming our church into a seaside village in
Galilee. Our Galilee-By-the-Sea program will provide fun, memorable
Bible-learning activities for kids. Each day they will join with a small
group that’s named after one of the 12 tribes of Israel. These family
Tribes will come together for singing and then explore traditional
Bible-times family life. They will visit the Synagogue, play authentic
games, make crafts and sample Middle Eastern snacks.

Galilee-By-the-Sea is an exciting way for kids to learn more about
the amazing things Jesus did. They will witness real-life dramas, chat
with people about what Jesus has said and done and discover what is
was like to live when Jesus did. We hope Galilee-By-the-Sea will make
God’s Word very real to all who participate.

Please call 660-7537 or 661-0938 to pre-register.
Kingsway Christian Church is located on the corner of 19th Street

and Burleigh in Yankton.

Trinity Lutheran Church Goes Whole Hog in July
When Trinity Lutheran Church breaks ground on their new parking

lot this month, they'll go whole hog. All are invited to a contemporary
worship service outdoors at 5 p.m. on Saturday, July 30. Worship will
be followed by a pork roast meal at 6 p.m., and several members, in-
cluding “famous celebrities” will make appearances at the Trinity's Got
Talent variety show at 7 p.m.

Tickets to the meal are available at the church office. The meal will
include roast pork sandwiches, baked beans, potato salad, cole slaw,
and of course some good old Lutheran jello. Root beer floats are also in-
cluded in the meal. Adult tickets are $12; tickets for youth age 12 and
under are $6.

WWJBBQ T-shirts are also available for this event. Need a transla-
tion? That would be: What Would Jesus Barbecue? Shirts will be avail-
able on July 30.

The parking lot groundbreaking is one more step toward building the
new sanctuary and renovating the current building and classrooms.
Trinity Lutheran Church is located at 403 Broadway. For more informa-
tion call 665-7415 or go to www.tlcyankton.com.

Waldner Messengers To Perform July 31
TRIPP — The Waldner Messengers will perform a free concert at

Frieden’s Reformed Church, Tripp, at 7 p.m. Sunday, July 31.
A free-will offering will be accepted.

Pot Luck Picnic Planned For Tabor FCSLA
The F.C.S.L.A. WO93/Catholic Workman annual pot luck picnic will

be held on August 7, 2011 at noon in Sokol Park. In case of inclement
weather we will move into Beseda Hall in Tabor.

Branch WO93 will furnish hot dogs and refreshments.

Lutherans Clarify Views After Bachmann Departure

Drop By Days Announced At Missouri Valley 
Missouri Valley Christian Academy, a non-denominational Christian

school, will be hosting a series of "Drop By" Days for families with chil-
dren entering grades K-6th for the 2011-12 school year. Guests will be able
to view the curriculum, tour the facilities, and learn why MVCA may be
the right place for their family this upcoming school year. For children en-
tering grades K-2nd the "Drop By" dates are Aug. 3rd & 4th from 4-7pm at
our Christ the King Campus (305 W. 25th St.). For students entering
grades 3rd-6th the "Drop By" dates are Aug. 8th and 9th from 4-7 pm at
our Kingsway Campus (708 E. 19th St.).  

Clayton Lutheran Planning 125th Anniversary
CLAYTON — St. Peter’s Missouri Lutheran Church of Clayton, is plan-

ning to celebration its 125th Anniversary on Aug. 14.
The celebration will start with a morning worship service with a meal

to follow. 
More information will follow in this paper when details are finalized.

Please plan on joining us for this special event.

Methodist Church Vacation Bible School Set
Children ages 3 through 5th Graders are invited to “Panda Mania-

Where God is Wild About You” Vacation Bible School at the 1st United
Methodist Church, Yankton, located on the corner of 11th & Cedar, Au-
gust 8-11, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. VBS will start with a light meal at 6 p.m.
for the whole family followed by a fun time of music, Bible stories, crafts
and games. Come meet the members of the bamboo forest-Fez, Amanda,
Boomer, Pogo, and Lulu! To pre-register or for more information contact
the church office at 665-2991. All denominations are welcome!

Start Training For Bike For Life In Armour
ARMOUR — It’s time to start training as Saturday, Sept. 10, is the of-

ficial date for the annual Lutherans For Life Bike for Life. Leaving from
Armour, startng at 7 a.m. 

If you would like to participate, contact Rev. Nabil Nour at Redeemer
Lutheran Church, P. O. Box, 158, Armour, SD 57313-0158, For more infor-
mation call (605) 724-2489, (605) 724-2722 or email redeemarmour@uni-
telsd.com.

Sweet Adelines Planning Fall Show/Practices
The River City Harmony Chapter of Sweet Adelines meets every

Monday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the Methodist Church, 207 W. 11th St.
(11th & Cedar). All who like to sing are welcome to join us.

We have been working on our fall show which will be held at the
Marian Auditorium on Oct. 16.

We will be featuring a Southern theme and are busily working on
stage settings and costumes as well as learning the Southern program.

We have cancelled our July 25th rehearsal as our director, Ethel
Cooper and assistant director Marlene Herman will be in Europe
singing with the Prairie Chorus directed by Jennifer Powell. Also
singing with them will be two of our members, namely Betty Thomas
and Carole Hurley. When they return we will again be hard at work on
our new show. 

Free Community Concert To Be Held
Tami Briggs, a nationally known therapeutic harpist and speaker,

will be giving a free community concert at 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 27, in
the Gathering Place at Avera Sacred Heart Majestic Bluffs, 2111 W. 11th
St., Yankton.

Healing music can play a unique role in our life’s journey. This con-
cert will explore how music, especially the harp, nurtures and relaxes
you. 

Briggs, a certified harp practitioner since 1999, has played at the
bedside of hundreds of hospital and hospice patients. As a composer
and recording artist, she has released 13 CDs for relaxation, comfort,
healing and sleep; she has also written two books. Her presentation
promises to be enjoyable, relaxing and soothing experience, a respite
from our busy lives 

Sponsored by Avera Sacred Heart Pastoral Care, Avera Center for
MindBodySpirit and Avera Sacred Heart Foundation.
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