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Calif. Man Gets 4 Years For Stalking On Facebook

BY JUDY LIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A Cal-
ifornia man who trolled women'’s
Facebook pages searching for
clues that allowed him to take
over their email accounts was
sentenced Friday to more than
four years in state prison after a
judge rejected a plea for a lighter
sentence and likened the man to
a peeping Tom.

Once he took over women’s
email accounts, George Bronk
searched their folders for nude
or semi-nude photographs or
videos sent to their husbands or
boyfriends and distributed the
images to their contact list, pros-
ecutors said.

The emails went to families,
friends and co-workers. Women
in 17 states, the District of Co-
lumbia and England were victim-
ized.

“This case serves as a stark
example of what occurs in so-
called cyberspace. It has very
real consequences,” Sacramento
County Superior Court Judge
Lawrence Brown said. “The intru-
sion of one’s profile is no differ-
ent than intruding one’s home.”

Bronk, 24, pleaded guilty in
January to charges that included
computer intrusion, false imper-
sonation and possession of child
pornography.

Brown sentenced him to four
years in state prison for the
charges related to the Facebook
and email offenses, and added
eight more months for charges
related to child pornography.

Bronk’s attorney, Monica
Lynch, said her client took re-
sponsibility for his actions and
showed remorse. She had sought
a sentence of one year in local
jail with probation afterward, or
two years in state prison with no
probation.

Brown based his decision on
a sentencing recommendation by
the California Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation. The
evaluation stated that Bronk
demonstrated remorse and
quoted the self-identified alco-
holic as saying, “If I could go
back with the knowledge that |
have now, [ would not have done
any of the things I did.”

But the state expressed con-
cern about his lack of under-
standing about the severity of his
crime and noted Bronk had
demonstrated “a high degree of
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callousness.” The evaluation said
he used the child pornographic
videos and images “as an instru-
ment designed to inflict pain and
humiliation on the very people
he stole the images from.”

Bronk was living in the Sacra-
mento suburb of Citrus Heights
taking care of his ailing parents
in December 2009 when he began
scanning Facebook with the in-
tent of taking over email ac-
counts.

The practice continued until
last September.

He looked for email accounts
on Facebook pages then gleaned
enough personal information
from postings to answer basic se-
curity questions, such as the
name of an elementary school or
favorite color.

After he changed passwords
and took over accounts, Bronk
would search folders for compro-
mising photos and distribute
them publicly, prosecutors said.

He even taunted some of the
women in online exchanges and
coerced at least one into sending
him more explicit photographs
by threatening to distribute the
pictures he already had.

Danielle Piscak, 22, of Park-
land, Wash., told The Associated
Press earlier this year that she
was able to contact the person
who had hacked into her email
account and ask why he was
doing it.

She said Bronk’s reply was,
“Because it’s funny.”

The case illustrates the vul-
nerability of all Internet users,
said prosecuting attorney Robert
Morgester of the state attorney
general’s office.

“The victims we went to said
‘[ had very robust passwords.’
But it didn’t matter how robust
the password was if the recovery
question is easy,” he said. “Lost
your password? What’s your fa-
vorite color or what high school
did you go to? Or what’s your
dog’s name? And he was able to
glean that information from so-
cial media.”

Investigators used informa-
tion from Bronk’s confiscated
computer to email question-
naires to 3,200 of his Internet
contacts, asking if they had been
victimized.

Forty-six women said they
had.

Investigators also said they
found 172 email files with explicit
photographs on Bronk’s
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computer.

Lynch has said her client was
immature, unemployed and
bored while he cared for his par-
ents.

His parents declined com-
ment after the sentencing.

At a hearing earlier this year,
his mother, Joyce Bronk, said her
son told them he needed help for
a drinking problem then began
attending Alcoholics Anonymous

and taking classes to be trained
as an emergency medical techni-
cian.

“This was an Internet persona
he created when he was a
drunk,” she said at the time as a
way to explain his actions.

In seeking a lighter sentence,
his parents offered in a letter to
take away Internet access as a
condition of releasing him back
to their custody.

Authorities started investigat-
ing after one victim called Con-
necticut State Police, which
referred the complaint to the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol.

Victims turned up in Alabama,
Arizona, California, Georgia, Illi-
nois, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Ore-
gon, Texas, Virginia and Washing-
ton.
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Bronk was arrest in October.
He had hoped to become a
paramedic but will not be able to
because he will have to register

as a sex offender as a result of
his crimes, his attorney said.
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YANKTON MEDICAL CLINICs, PC.
www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

YANKTON MEDICAL CLINIC, P.C. IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ASSOCIATION OF

Byron S. Nielsen, M.D.
Board Eligible Nephrologist

Dr. Nielsen is a graduate of the University of South Dakota School of
Medicine. He completed his Internal Medicine residency training and his
nephrology training at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics in

Dr. Nielsen will provide the diagnosis and treatment of adult kidney
diseases including but not limited to those associated with underlying
medical ailments, genetic disorders, autoimmune diseases and vasculitis.

He also specializes in the treatment of hypertension, electrolyte disturbances,
the medical management of kidney stones, and provides both inpatient and

The Clinic is pleased to bring a Nephrologist to our medical community as well
as to the many patients he will serve. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Nielsen
and his wife, Stacey, and their two sons, Bailey and Cade, to Yankton.

Dr. Nielsen will begin seeing patients at the
Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C. on August 1, 2011.
Appointments can be made by calling 605-665-1082.
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