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KABUL, Afghanistan — A bomb
in eastern Afghanistan on Sunday
killed six NATO service members,
on a day where a total of 29 people
died from roadside bombs and in-
surgent attacks.

NATO said the blast was caused
by an improvised explosive device
but provided no further details
about the attack and did not iden-
tify the dead service members.
The statement said NATO’s policy
is to allow “national authorities” to
give details about the soldiers.

A surge in Afghan and coalition
forces during the past two years
routed Taliban fighters from many
of their strongholds in the south,
but the insurgents have stepped
up their attacks this summer to
take back key areas.

The service members’ deaths
were the latest on Sunday caused
by bombs planted by insurgents
along roadsides, paths or moun-
tain tracks.

In addition to the six NATO
deaths, bombs and attacks killed
16 Afghan civilians, five policemen
and two members of the U.S.-led
coalition in southern Afghanistan,
Afghan and NATO authorities said.

The civilians, including women
and children, were killed in three
blasts in Arghistan district, along
Afghanistan’s border with Pak-
istan.

Kandahar province spokesman
Ahmad Jawed Faisal said one
bomb exploded when a minivan
ran over it Sunday morning. A sec-
ond went off when other civilians
riding a tractor arrived to help the
wounded. A third explosion oc-
curred about two hours later when
a civilian vehicle hit a roadside
bomb in another area of the dis-
trict, killing two women.

At least 10 civilians were in-
jured in the three blasts.

According to the United Na-
tions, last year was the deadliest
on record for civilians in the
Afghan war, with 3,021 killed. The
number of Afghan civilians killed
dropped 36 percent in the first four
months of this year compared with
last year, but the U.N. says that too
many are still being caught up in
violence.

The policemen were killed
while responding to a gun battle
against insurgents early Sunday at
a checkpoint in the Musa Qala dis-
trict of neighboring Helmand
province.

Daoud Ahmadi, the spokesman
in Helmand, said a group of Taliban
fighters attacked the police check-
point at about 3 a.m.

Afghan police called for rein-
forcements, but on the way, one of
the police vehicles hit a roadside
bomb, killing the five policemen.

Ahmadi says three other police-
men were wounded in the four-
hour gun battle against the
insurgents. He says the bodies of
20 insurgents were recovered from
the battlefield.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
Associated Press

TRIPOLI, Libya — Libya’s first
nationwide elections in nearly five
decades brought hints Sunday of an
Arab Spring precedent: Western-
leaning parties making strides over
Islamist rivals hoping to follow the
same paths to power as in neigh-
bors Egypt and Tunisia.

While final results from Satur-
day’s parliamentary election
could still be days away under a
two-tier selection system, unoffi-
cial and partial counts from
Libya’s biggest cities suggested
liberal factions were leading the
Muslim Brotherhood and allies in
a possible first major setback to
their political surge following last
year’s uprisings.

If the Libyan trend holds —
which is still far from certain — it
would challenge the narrative of ris-
ing Islamist power since the fall of
Western-allied regimes from Tunis
to Cairo. It also could display the
different political dynamics in
Libya, where tribal loyalties run
deep and groups such as the Mus-
lim Brotherhood at times cooper-
ated with the rule of Moammar
Gadhafi.

“Anyone with past ties with old
regime is hated, even despised,”
said Fathi al-Fadhali, a pro-Islamist
Libyan political analyst who lived in
exile for 30 years. “Any political
names associated with the regime
are immediately politically burnt by
that association.”

Ultimately, the 200-seat parlia-
ment will face the task of forming a
government — which could be-
come tests of strength for Islamists
and secular forces over questions
such as women’s rights, the extent
of traditional Islamic law and rela-
tions with the U.S. and other West-
ern nations that helped bring down
Gadhafi.

U.S. President Barack Obama
congratulated Libyans on the vote,
calling it “another milestone on their
extraordinary transition to democ-
racy.” U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon praised the people of Libya
and the candidates who “contested
the election in a peaceful, demo-
cratic spirit,” according to his
spokesman.

Now, the ballots have to be por-
tioned out according to two cate-
gories: Eighty seats are set aside for
party lists, and the remaining 120 for
individual independent candidates.

In the first group, a liberal al-
liance led the former rebel prime
minister Mahmoud Jibril appeared
to hold more than half the seats in
the capital Tripoli and the revolu-
tion stronghold of Benghazi, ac-
cording to several party
representatives. They spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to brief media.

In western Libya, where Jibril’s
tribe, the Warfalla, is prominent,
his party also was on the top in the
early counting, the political offi-
cials said. In Libya’s third-largest
city, Misrata — which was be-
sieged by Gadhafi forces for weeks
— an upstart faction of local politi-
cians appeared to hold the lead in
another possible blow to Islamists.

Faisal Krekshi, secretary gen-
eral of Jibril’s Alliance of National
Forces, said the results were based
on reports by party representa-
tives at ballot counting centers
across the vast desert nation of 6
million people. Even officials from
rival Islamist parties — the Muslim
Brotherhood’s Justice and Con-
struction Party and the Islamist Al-
Watan — described Jibril’s alliance
as the biggest winner in the race
for the 80 party seats. 

But even if true, that is still a
long way from victory. 

The bulk of the parliament —
120 seats — will be decided by the
results from the head-to-head
races among thousands of candi-
dates, making it nearly impossible
to predict. 

Shortly before the voting,
Libya’s Grand Mufti issued a reli-
gious edict prohibiting Libyans
from voting for secularists. Mean-
while, independent candidates are
seen as possible wildcards and
could punish both the Muslim
Brotherhood and Jibril’s factions
for having former ties to the Gad-
hafi regime.

“We are all waiting and we have
nothing to suggest that one party
is ahead of others,” election com-
mission chief Nouri al-Abar told re-
porters. He also refused to set a
date for announcing complete re-
sults. Some observers believe it
could take nearly a week.

Speaking to reporters, Jibril
vowed to  “commit ourselves to
what the commission will an-
nounce officially” and urged for all
political factions to work toward
“national consensus.”

Unlike Egypt — where the Mus-
lim Brotherhood was seen as an al-
ternative to Hosni Mubarak’s
authoritarian rule — its brethren in
Libya must confront a reputation
as compromisers with Gadhafi. A
former rebel commander, Fadllah
Haroun, called it “their black past.”

Gadhafi’s powerful son, Seif al-
Islam, forged deals with the Muslim
Brotherhood and allies in efforts to
pave the way for his eventual rule.
He released more than 150 Islamist
political prisoners starting in 2003
and offered others positions in his
various media outlets and founda-
tions.
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Oscar-Winning Film Star Ernest Borgnine Dies  

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ernest Borgnine, the beefy
screen star known for blustery, often villainous roles,
but who won the best-actor Oscar for playing against
type as a lovesick butcher in “Marty” in 1955, died
Sunday. He was 95.

His longtime spokesman, Harry Flynn, told The As-
sociated Press that Borgnine died of renal failure at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center with his wife and children
at his side.

Borgnine, who endeared himself to a generation of
Baby Boomers with the 1960s TV comedy “McHale’s
Navy,” first attracted notice in the early 1950s in vil-
lain roles, notably as the vicious Fatso Judson, who beat Frank Sinatra
to death in “From Here to Eternity.”

Then came “Marty,” a low-budget film based on a Paddy Chayefsky
television play that starred Rod Steiger. Borgnine played a 34-year-old
who fears he is so unattractive he will never find romance. Then, at a
dance, he meets a girl with the same fear.

“Sooner or later, there comes a point in a man’s life when he’s gotta
face some facts,” Marty movingly tells his mother at one point in the
film. “And one fact I gotta face is that, whatever it is that women like, I
ain’t got it. I chased after enough girls in my life. I-I went to enough
dances. I got hurt enough. I don’t wanna get hurt no more.”

Temperatures Across U.S. Cool – Only Slightly 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The heat that blanketed much of the U.S.

began to ease up from unbearable to merely very hot Sunday as tem-
peratures from the Midwest to the East Coast dropped from highs
above 100 degrees down to the 90s.

Cooler air swept southward in the eastern half of the country,
bringing down some temperatures by 15 or more degrees from Satur-
day’s highs, which topped 100 in cities including Philadelphia, Wash-
ington, St. Louis, Indianapolis and Louisville, Ky.

For many areas, the cooler temperatures were ushered in by thun-
derstorms that knocked out power to thousands. In New Jersey, a line
of strong, fast-moving storms knocked out power to nearly 70,000 on
Saturday night. 

The heat of the past several days has also been blamed for at least
35 deaths across the country. A 4-month-old girl died and a 16-month-
old girl was hospitalized in suburban Indianapolis after both were
found trapped in cars during 105-degree heat Saturday. Deaths have
also been reported by authorities in Illinois, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, Tennessee and Wisconsin.

The heat caused highways to buckle in Illinois and Wisconsin, offi-
cials said. In Maryland, investigators said heat likely caused rails to
kink and led a commuter train to partially derail Friday. No one was in-
jured.

Remember To Check Computer For Malware
WASHINGTON (AP) — Internet providers have plans to help their cus-

tomers Monday and others are braced for calls to helplines because thou-
sands around the country whose computers were infected with malicious
software more than a year ago faced the possibility of not being able to
get online.

Internet users scanning their Twitter feeds or Facebook accounts Sun-
day were encouraged to add one more quick click to check their com-
puter for malware.

Some providers may put technical solutions in place that will correct
the server problem that could hit some computers after midnight EDT
Sunday. It they do, the Internet will work, but the malware will remain on
victims’ computers and could pose future problems, said Tom DeGrasso,
an FBI supervisory special agent.

At 12:01 a.m. EDT, the FBI planned to shut down the Internet servers
set up as a temporary safety net to keep infected computers online for the
past eight months. The court order the agency obtained to keep the
servers running expired, and it was not renewed.

The problem began when international hackers ran an online advertis-
ing scam to take control of more than 570,000 infected computers around
the world. When the FBI went in to take down the hackers late last year,
agents realized that if they turned off the malicious servers being used to
control the computers, all the victims would lose their Internet service.

Syrian Army Exercises Seen As Show Of Force  
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — In a show of force, Syria began large-scale

military exercises Sunday to simulate defending the country against
outside “aggression.” Damascus’ staunch ally Iran warned of a “cata-
strophe” in the region if no political solution to the 16-month-old Syr-
ian conflict is found.

Tehran is Syria’s closest ally, and has stood by President Bashar
Assad’s regime throughout the revolt against his rule despite a grow-
ing chorus of international condemnation. The relentless bloodshed
has accelerated diplomatic efforts to find a solution to the crisis, and
spurred some in the Syrian opposition to urge the West to intervene
militarily to stop a conflict that activists say has left more than 14,000
people dead.

Iran’s deputy foreign minister, Hossein Amir Abdollahian, dismissed
talk of foreign intervention, saying “nobody can imagine a military at-
tack against Syria. We believe it will not happen. If it happens, Syria
will defend itself and will not need help from Iran.”

Romney Raises Cash; Dems Question Accounts
SOUTHAMPTON, N.Y. (AP) — Mitt Romney privately raised millions

of dollars from New York’s elite on Sunday, as Democrats launched co-
ordinated attacks against the presumptive Republican presidential
contender, intensifying calls for him to explain offshore bank accounts
and release several years of tax returns.

The line of attack, dismissed by the Romney campaign as an “un-
founded character assault,” follows new reports that raise questions
about Romney’s personal wealth, which could exceed $250 million.
President Barack Obama’s re-election campaign is expected to push
the strategy throughout the coming week, underscoring their desire to
portray Romney as disconnected from the middle-class voters he
needs to win the presidency.

“He’s the first and only candidate for the president of the United
States with a Swiss bank account, with tax shelters, with tax avoidance
schemes that involve so many foreign countries,” Sen. Dick Durbin, D-
Ill., said on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” He’s one of several high-profile De-
mocrats who spoke out on the Sunday morning news shows.

Romney may have unintentionally helped the Obama campaign.
Republican donors driving Mercedes, Bentleys — and in one case a

candy red 2013 Ferrari Spider — crowded into a series of closed-door
Romney fundraisers in the Hamptons, New York’s exclusive string of
waterfront communities on Long Island’s South Shore. Wall Street
bankers and brokerage house chiefs, among others, make the area
their weekend playground. Romney’s Hamptons swing follows a week-
long vacation at his lakeside vacation home in New Hampshire.

Egypt’s Generals Hold ‘Emergency Meeting’  
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s official news agency says the country’s top

generals are holding an “emergency meeting” to discuss the surprise
decision by the president to recall the dissolved, Islamist-dominated
parliament.

Last month, the then-ruling generals ordered the legislature dis-
solved following a ruling by Egypt’s highest court that a third of the
parliament’s members were illegally elected.

The Middle East News Agency said the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces that comprises top military chiefs was meeting Sunday
to “review and discuss the consequences” of President Mohammed
Morsi’s decision earlier the same day. An Islamist, Morsi is Egypt’s first
democratically elected president.

The generals took over from Hosni Mubarak when he stepped down
nearly 17 months ago after a popular uprising. They formally handed
over power to Morsi on June 30.
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Tough ID
Laws Could
Block Many
Legit Voters

NEW YORK (AP) — When Ed-
ward and Mary Weidenbener
went to vote in Indiana’s primary
in May, they didn’t realize that
state law required them to bring
government photo IDs such as a
driver’s license or passport.

The husband and wife, both
approaching 90 years old, had to
use a temporary ballot that
would be verified later, even
though they knew the people
working the polling site that day.
Unaware that Indiana law obli-
gated them to follow up with the
county election board, the Wei-
denbeners ultimately had their
votes rejected — news to them
until informed recently by an As-
sociated Press reporter.

Edward Weidenbener, a World
War II veteran who had voted for
Mitt Romney in the Republican
presidential contest, said he was
surprised by the rules and the
consequences.

“A lot of people don’t have a
photo ID. They’ll be automatically
disenfranchised,” he said.

As more states put in place
strict voter ID rules, an AP review
of temporary ballots from Indiana
and Georgia, which first adopted
the most stringent standards,
found that more than 1,200 such
votes were tossed during the
2008 general election. 

During sparsely attended pri-
maries this year in Georgia, Indi-
ana and Tennessee, the states
implementing the toughest laws,
hundreds more ballots were
blocked.

The numbers suggest that the
legitimate votes rejected by the
laws are far more numerous than
are the cases of fraud that advo-
cates of the rules say they are try-
ing to prevent. Thousands more
votes could be in jeopardy for
this November, when more states
with larger populations are look-
ing to have similar rules in place. 

More than two dozen states
have some form of ID require-
ment, and 11 of those passed new
rules over the past two years
largely at the urging of Republi-
cans who say they want to pre-
vent fraud.

Democrats and voting rights
groups fear that ID laws could
suppress votes among people
who may not typically have a dri-
ver’s license, and disproportion-
ately affect the elderly, poor and
minorities. While the number of
votes is a small percentage of the
overall total, they have the poten-
tial to sway a close election. Re-
member that the 2000
presidential race was decided by
a 537-vote margin in Florida. 

A Republican leader in Penn-
sylvania said recently that the
state’s new ID law would allow
Romney to win the state over
President Barack Obama.

Supporters of the laws cite
anecdotal cases of fraud as a rea-
son that states need to do more
to secure elections, but fraud ap-
pears to be rare. As part of its ef-
fort to build support for voter ID
laws, the Republican National
Lawyers Association last year
published a report that identified
some 400 election fraud prosecu-
tions over a decade across the
entire country. That’s not even
one per state per year. 

JAMES LAWLER DUGGAN/MCT

A man guards the gate of a polling station in Tripoli, Libya, Saturday.
Libyans held their first national election since the fall of Col. Moammar
Gadhafi.  


