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PRESCOTT, Ariz. — With
no way out, the 19 elite fire-
fighters did what they were
trained to do when trapped
by a wildfire: They unfurled
their foil-lined, heat-resistant
tarps and rushed to cover
themselves on the ground. 

But that last, desperate
line of defense couldn’t save
the “Hotshot” crew from the
flames that swept over them.

All 19 men died, marking
the nation’s biggest loss of
firefighters in a wildfire in 80
years. 

The tragedy Sunday
evening all but wiped out the
20-member Granite Mountain
Hotshots, a unit based at
Prescott, authorities said
Monday as the last of the
bodies were retrieved from
the mountain in the town of
Yarnell. Only one member
survived, and that was be-
cause he was moving the
unit’s truck at the time.

The deaths plunged the
two small towns into mourn-
ing as the wildfire continued
to threaten one of them,
Yarnell.

Arizona’s governor called
it “as dark a day as I can re-
member” and ordered flags
flown at half-staff. In a heart-
breaking sight, a long line of
white vans carried the bodies
to Phoenix for autopsies.

“I know that it is unbear-
able for many of you, but it
also is unbearable for me. I
know the pain that everyone
is trying to overcome and
deal with today,” said Gov.
Jan Brewer, her voice catch-
ing several times as she ad-
dressed reporters and
residents at Prescott High
School in the town of 40,000.

The lightning-sparked fire
— which spread to 13 square
miles by Monday morning —
destroyed about 50 homes
and threatened 250 others in
and around Yarnell, a town of

700 people in the mountains
about 85 miles northwest of
Phoenix, the Yavapai County
Sheriff’s Department said.

About 200 more firefight-
ers joined the battle Monday,
bringing the total to 400.
Among them were several
other Hotshot teams, elite
groups of firefighters sent in
from around the country to
battle the nation’s fiercest
wildfires.

Residents huddled in shel-
ters and restaurants, watch-
ing their homes burn on TV
as flames lit up the night sky
in the forest above the town.

It was unclear exactly how
the firefighters became
trapped, and state officials
were investigating.

Brewer said the blaze “ex-
ploded into a firestorm” that
overran the crew.

Prescott City Councilman
Len Scamardo said the wind
changed directions and
brought 40 mph to 50 mph
gusts that caused the fire-
fighters to become trapped
around 3 p.m. Sunday. The

blaze grew from 200 acres to
about 2,000 in a matter of
hours.

Southwest incident team
leader Clay Templin said the
crew and its commanders
were following safety proto-
cols, and it appears the fire’s
erratic nature simply over-
whelmed them.

The Hotshot team had
spent recent weeks fighting
fires in New Mexico and
Prescott before being called
to Yarnell, entering the smoky
wilderness over the weekend
with backpacks, chainsaws
and other heavy gear to re-
move brush and trees as a
heat wave across the South-
west sent temperatures into
the triple digits.

All Prescott Fire Chief Dan
Freijo said he feared the
worst when he received a call
Sunday afternoon from some-
one assigned to the fire. 

“All he said was ‘We might
have bad news. The entire
Hotshot crew deployed their
shelters,”’ Fraijo said. “When
we talk about deploying the

shelters, that’s an automatic
fear, absolutely. That’s a last-
ditch effort to save yourself
when you deploy your shel-
ter.”

Arizona Forestry Division
spokesman Mike Reichling
said all 19 victims had de-
ployed their emergency shel-
ters as they were trained to
do. 

When there is no way out,
firefighters are supposed to
step into them, lie face down
on the ground and pull the
fire-resistant fabric com-
pletely over themselves. The
shelter is designed to reflect
heat and trap cool breathable
air inside for a few minutes
while a wildfire burns over a
person. 

But its success depends
on firefighters being in a
cleared area away from fuels
and not in the direct path of a
raging inferno of heat and hot
gases. 

The glue holding the lay-
ers of the shelter together be-
gins to come apart at about
500 degrees, well above the
300 degrees that would al-
most immediately kill a per-
son.

“It’ll protect you, but only
for a short amount of time. If
the fire quickly burns over
you, you’ll probably survive
that,” said Prescott Fire Capt.
Jeff Knotek. But “if it burns in-
tensely for any amount of
time while you’re in that
thing, there’s nothing that’s
going to save you from that.”

Autopsies were scheduled
to determine exactly how the
firefighters died.

President Barack Obama
offered his administration’s
help in investigating the
tragedy and predicted it will
force government leaders to
answer broader questions
about how they handle in-
creasingly destructive and
deadly wildfires.

“We are heartbroken
about what happened,” he
said while on a visit to
Africa.

Ophthalmologist Karen Dickes, DO, 
Willcockson Eye Associates, has been 
performing eye surgery at Avera Sacred 
Heart Hospital for more than a year. 

You can expect the 
same great care 
you’ve come to expect 
at Avera Sacred Heart 
Hospital - state-of-
the-art technology, 
the comfort of 
a full-service 
hospital, physician 
anesthesiologists 
and unparalleled 
patient care in a 
faith-based setting.

Dr. Patrick King Karen Dickes, DO

501 Summit, Yankton, SD ~ www.AveraSacredHeart.org

Thank you!
Avera Sacred 
Heart Hospital 
would like to 
say thank you to 
Ophthalmologist 
Patrick King, MD 
for over 30 years 
of service.

Thank you Dr. King for the positive impact 
you’ve had on Avera Sacred Heart Hospital, 
our patients and our community!
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the world

Egypt’s Military Threatens To Intervene
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s powerful military warned on Mon-

day it will intervene if the Islamist president doesn’t “meet the
people’s demands,” giving him and his opponents two days to
reach an agreement in what it called a last chance. Hundreds
of thousands of protesters massed for a second day calling on
Mohammed Morsi to step down.

Military helicopters, some dangling Egyptian flags,
swooped over Cairo’s Tahrir Square where many broke into
cheers with the army’s announcement, read on state televi-
sion. The statement seemed to fuel the flow of crowds into
city squares around the country where protesters chanted
and sang.

“Come out, el-Sissi. The people want to topple the regime,”
protesters in the Nile Delta city of Mahalla el-Kubra chanted,
urging military chief Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi to intervene.

The military’s statement puts enormous pressure on Morsi
and his Muslim Brotherhood. So far, the president has vowed
he will remain in his position, but the opposition and crowds
in the street — who numbered in the millions nationwide on
Sunday — have made clear they will accept nothing less than
his departure and a transition to early presidential elections.

That makes action by the generals when the deadline runs
out nearly inevitable, since a deal seems unlikely. The state-
ment did not define the “people’s demands” that must be met.
But it strongly suggested that Sunday’s gigantic rallies ex-
pressed the desire of Egyptians, raising the likelihood it would
insist on Morsi’s departure.

Obama Aims To Tamp Down EU Outrage  
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Barack Obama brushed

aside sharp European criticism on Monday, suggesting that all
nations spy on each other as the French and Germans ex-
pressed outrage over alleged U.S. eavesdropping on European
Union diplomats. American analyst-turned-leaker Edward
Snowden, believed to still be at Moscow’s international air-
port, applied for political asylum to remain in Russia.

Russian President Vladimir Putin, in a statement he ac-
knowledged sounded odd, told reporters in Moscow that
Snowden would have to stop leaking U.S. secrets if he
wanted asylum in Russia — and he added that Snowden
seemed unwilling to stop publishing leaks of classified mate-
rial. At the same time, Putin said that he had no plans to turn
over Snowden to the United States.

Obama, in an African news conference with Tanzanian
President Jakaya Kikwete, said the U.S. would provide allies
with information about new reports that the National Secu-
rity Agency had bugged EU offices in Washington, New York
and Brussels. But he also suggested such activity by govern-
ments would hardly be unusual.

“We should stipulate that every intelligence service —not
just ours, but every European intelligence service, every
Asian intelligence service, wherever there’s an intelligence
service — here’s one thing that they’re going to be doing:
They’re going to be trying to understand the world better,
and what’s going on in world capitals around the world,” he
said. “If that weren’t the case, then there’d be no use for an
intelligence service.”

The latest issue concerns allegations of U.S. spying on Eu-
ropean officials in the German news weekly Der Spiegel.
French President Francois Hollande on Monday demanded
that the U.S. immediately stop any such eavesdropping and
suggested the widening controversy could jeopardize next
week’s opening of trans-Atlantic trade talks between the
United States and Europe.

Milwaukee Archdiocese Under Fire
MILWAUKEE (AP) — As more victims of clergy sex abuse

came forward, then-Milwaukee Archbishop Timothy Dolan
developed a plan to pay some abusers to leave the priest-
hood after writing to Vatican officials with increasing frustra-
tion and concern, warning them about the potential for
scandal if they did not defrock problem priests, according to
documents released Monday.

Dolan’s correspondence with Vatican officials and priests
accused of sexual abuse was included in about 6,000 pages
of documents the Archdiocese of Milwaukee released Mon-
day as part of a deal reached in federal bankruptcy court
with clergy sex abuse victims suing it for fraud. Victims say
the archdiocese transferred problem priests to new
churches without warning parishioners and covered up
priests’ crimes for decades.

The documents have drawn attention in part because of
the involvement of Dolan, who is now cardinal of the Arch-
diocese of New York and the nation’s most prominent
Roman Catholic official by virtue of his position as president
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. The records pro-
vide new details on his plan to pay some abusers to leave
the priesthood and the transfer of nearly $57 million for
cemetery care into a trust as the archdiocese prepared to
file for bankruptcy.

Victims and their attorneys accused Dolan of bankruptcy
fraud, pointing to a June 2007 letter in which he told a Vati-
can office that moving the money into a trust would provide
“an improved protection of these funds from any legal claim
and liability.”

Church law requires bishops to seek Vatican approval for
any property sale or asset transfer in the millions of dollars.
Dolan wrote in the letter that the transfer had been ap-
proved by archdiocese’s finance council and college of con-
sultors.

NATO Compound In Kabul Attacked 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Militants blew up a suicide

car bomb at the gate to a NATO compound in Kabul early
Tuesday and attacked guards with small-arms fire, killing
four guards and two civilians, police said. All four suicide at-
tackers were also killed.

Kabul provincial police chief Mohammad Ayuob Salangi
said the powerful car bomb blew up at about 4:30 a.m., leav-
ing a deep crater at the first gate leading into the camp. Two
truck drivers who were waiting to enter the area were killed
in the blast, he said.

Three other suicide attackers wearing explosive vests
then began fighting with guards; all were killed. Salangi said
the guards killed were all Nepalese contractors.

He had no further details immediately and said the attack
is being investigated.
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19 Firefighters Die In Blaze

Zimmerman
Testimony

Looks At Police
SANFORD, Fla. (AP) — Jurors

in the George Zimmerman trial
on Monday listened to a series of
police interviews with detectives
growing more pointed in their
questioning of the neighborhood
watch volunteer’s account of
how he came to fatally shoot 17-
year-old Trayvon Martin.

Prosecutors played audio
and video tapes of the inter-
views that Zimmerman had with
Sanford Police investigators
Doris Singleton and Chris Serino
in the hours and days after he fa-
tally shot the Miami teen.

In an early interview, just
hours after the Feb. 26, 2012,
shooting, Singleton recounted
that Zimmerman noticed a cross
she was wearing and said: “In
Catholic religion, it’s always
wrong to kill someone.”

Singleton said she re-
sponded, “If what you’re telling
me is true, I don’t think that
what God meant was that you
couldn’t save your own life.”

But in an interview several
days later, Singleton and Serino
suggest Zimmerman was run-
ning after Martin before the con-
frontation. They also ask the
neighborhood watch volunteer
why he didn’t explain to Martin
why he was following him. The
officers insinuate that Martin
may have been “creeped out” by
being followed.


