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Investigation Opened In Train Derailment
LAC-MEGANTIC, Quebec (AP) — Canadian authorities

said Tuesday they have opened a criminal investigation
into the fiery wreck of a runaway oil train as the death toll
climbed to 15, with dozens more bodies feared buried in
the blackened, burned-out ruins of this small town.

Quebec police Inspector Michel Forget said that investi-
gators have “discovered elements” that have led to a crimi-
nal probe. He gave no details but ruled out terrorism.

Tangled debris and gas leaks hampered rescue workers’
search for bodies three days after the crash early Saturday
that incinerated much of Lac-Megantic’s downtown and
raised questions about the safety of transporting oil by rail
instead of pipeline.

Investigators zeroed in on whether a blaze on the train
a few hours before the disaster set off the deadly chain of
events.

The death toll rose with the discovery of two more bod-
ies Tuesday. About three dozen more people were missing.

Republicans: Obama Exceeding Authority
WASHINGTON (AP) — In the courts of law and public

opinion, congressional Republicans increasingly accuse
President Barack Obama of exceeding his constitutional
authority for the benefit of special interests, most recently
by delaying a requirement for businesses to provide health
care for their workers.

In one instance, Senate Republicans formally backed a
lawsuit challenging the president’s appointment of three
members of the National Labor Relations Board without
confirmation. The Supreme Court has agreed to review a
ruling in the case, which found that Obama overstepped
his bounds.

Most recently, the White House’s decision to postpone
a key part of the president’s health care law drew rhetori-
cal denunciations Tuesday from Republicans who, ironi-
cally, want to see the law repealed in its entirety.

Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
said the action was part of a pattern of “indifference to the
rule of law on the part of this administration. ... He did it
with immigration. He did it with welfare work require-
ments. And he did it with the NLRB when he took it upon
himself to tell another branch of government when it was
in recess.

“And now he’s doing it again with his own signature
health care law,” said McConnell, who is seeking re-election
next year in a state where Obama is unpopular.

Expert: Evidence Supports Zimmerman
SANFORD, Fla. (AP) — The trajectory of the bullet and

gun powder on Trayvon Martin’s body support George
Zimmerman’s account that the teen was on top of him
when the defendant shot and killed Martin, an expert on
gunshot wounds testified Tuesday as the defense ap-
proached the end of its case.

Forensic pathologist Dr. Vincent DiMaio also used pho-
tographs of Zimmerman to point out where he appeared to
have been struck during testimony that took up a signifi-
cant portion of the day’s hearing. Defense attorneys, who
said they may wrap up their case Wednesday, were hoping
DiMaio’s testimony would help convince jurors of Zimmer-
man’s claims that he shot Martin in self-defense.

DiMaio, who was hired by the defense, said the muzzle
of Zimmerman’s gun was against Martin’s clothing and it
was anywhere from two to four inches from Martin’s skin.

“This is consistent with Mr. Zimmerman’s account that
Mr. Martin was over him, leaning forward at the time he
was shot,” said DiMaio, the former chief medical examiner
in San Antonio.

DiMaio testified that lacerations to the back of Zimmer-
man’s head were consistent with it striking a concrete side-
walk. Later, when looking at photos of Zimmerman’s
injuries taken the night of the shooting, DiMaio identified
six separate impacts to Zimmerman’s face and head. He
said he believed Zimmerman’s nose had been broken.

Pentagon Orders New Review Of JPAC
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Pentagon said Tuesday it will

take a “second look” at how it goes about accounting for
missing Americans on foreign battlefields, following the dis-
closure of an internal assessment that the work is “acutely
dysfunctional” and at risk of failure.

“We have a sacred obligation to perform this mission
well,” Pentagon press secretary George Little told reporters,
referring to the Joint POW-MIA Accounting Command, or
JPAC, which is based in Hawaii and run by a two-star
general.

The U.S. estimates there are more than 83,000 Americans
missing from World War II, Korea and Vietnam.

Over the past three years, JPAC has reported an average
of 69 identifications of recovered remains per year, down
from 85 per year over the previous three years. Congress is
demanding that it make at least 200 identifications per year
starting in 2015, a target it is widely expected to miss.

The Associated Press reported on Sunday that a 2012 in-
ternal assessment of JPAC’s field operations -- including the
search for and recovery and identification of remains --
found it suffers from ineptitude, waste and mismanagement.
JPAC leaders suppressed the study but the AP obtained a
copy after it had been denied to others who requested it
under the Freedom of Information Act.

FBI Nominee: Surveillance ‘Valuable Tool’
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration’s nomi-

nee to become the next FBI director, James Comey, told
members of Congress on Tuesday that federal judges who
oversee government intelligence programs are “anything but
a rubber stamp.” But Comey also agreed to work with legis-
lators to improve the laws governing surveillance activities.

Comey said he wasn’t familiar with the details of the gov-
ernment’s phone and Internet surveillance programs that re-
cently became public, but he said that collecting that type of
information can be “a valuable tool in counterterrorism.”

“Folks don’t understand that the FBI operates under a
wide variety of constraints,” Comey told the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, which is considering his nomination for FBI
director. He added that when critics discount the oversight
of federal judges and call them a rubber stamp, it “shows
you don’t have experience before them.”

Committee Chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said the
expansive scope of the surveillance programs raises the
question of “when is enough enough?”

“Just because we have the ability to collect huge
amounts of data doesn’t mean that we should be doing so,”
Leahy said.

Beefed-Up Crews Battle Nev. Wildfires
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Fire crews worked Tuesday to stop

two large Nevada wildfires advancing through rugged
mountain areas, including one billowing smoke visible from
downtown Las Vegas and another southwest of Reno.

Fifty firefighters were added to the lines on the Carpen-
ter 1 Fire on Mount Charleston, northwest of Las Vegas,
bringing to more than 800 the number of personnel battling
a blaze identified as the top priority in the West, U.S. Forest
Service spokesman Jay Nichols said.

“We’ve got a fire running from 11,000 feet to about 5,000
feet,” Nichols said of the elevation of the blaze sparked by
lightning July 1 and just 15 percent contained eight days
later. He said some of the increase in the fire size was due
to backfires set to burn forest fuel and protect homes.

The fire area of almost 31 square miles was nearly the
size of Manhattan. It charred pinion, juniper and bristle-
cone pine forest in steep territory and crept to within
about a mile of about 400 homes in mountain hamlets.
More than 500 residents and another 98 teenagers at a
youth correctional camp remained evacuated since the
weekend. State highways into the area remained closed.

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL AND LEE KEATH
Associated Press

CAIRO — Egypt’s military-backed in-
terim leader named a new prime minis-
ter and won $8 billion in promises of
aid from wealthy Arab allies in the Gulf
on Tuesday in moves aimed at stabiliz-
ing a political transition less than a
week after the army deposed the Is-
lamist president.

The armed forces warned political
factions that “maneuvering” must not
hold up its ambitious fast-track
timetable for new elections next year.
The sharp message underlined how
strongly the military is shepherding the
process, even as liberal reform move-
ments that backed its removal of Mo-
hammed Morsi complained that now
they are not being consulted in deci-
sion-making.

The Muslim Brotherhood de-
nounced the transition plan, vowing to
continue its street protests until ousted
Morsi, the country’s first freely elected
president, is returned to power.

The appointment of economist
Hazem el-Beblawi as prime minister,
along with the setting of the acceler-
ated timetable, underlined the mili-

tary’s determination to push ahead in
the face of Islamist opposition and out-
rage over the killing of more than 50
Morsi supporters on Monday.

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates provided a welcome boost for
the new leadership. The two countries,
both opponents of Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood, celebrated his ouster by
showering the cash-strapped Egyptian
government with promises of $8 billion
in grants, loans and badly needed gas
and oil.

In doing so, they are effectively step-
ping in for Morsi’s Gulf patron, Qatar, a
close ally of the Brotherhood that gave
his government several billion in aid.
During Morsi’s year in office as Egypt’s
first freely elected president, he and his
officials toured multiple countries seek-
ing cash to prop up rapidly draining for-
eign currency reserves and plug
mounting deficits — at times getting a
cold shoulder.

The developments underlined the
pressures on the new leadership even
with the country still in turmoil after
what Morsi’s supporters have called a
coup against democracy.

The military faces calls, from the
U.S. and Western allies in particular, to

show that civilians are in charge and
Egypt is on a path toward a democrati-
cally based leadership. The nascent
government will soon face demands
that it tackle economic woes that
mounted under Morsi, including fuel
shortages, electricity cutoffs and
inflation.

White House spokesman Jay Carney
said Washington is “cautiously encour-
aged” by the announcement of a plan to
return to democratically elected
government. 

Still, several groups in the loose
coalition participating in the political
process were angered over the transi-
tion plan issued Monday by interim
President Adly Mansour. His declara-
tion set out a 7-month timetable for
elections but also a truncated, tempo-
rary constitution laying out the division
of powers in the meantime.

The top liberal political grouping,
the National Salvation Front, rejected
the plan late Tuesday. It said it was not
consulted — “in violation of previous
promises” — and that the declaration
“lacks significant clauses while others
need change or removal.” It did not
elaborate but said it had presented
Mansour with changes it seeks.

Egypt Pushes Transition, Names PM

BY MARTHA MENDOZA AND
JOAN LOWY
Associated Press

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO,
Calif. (AP) — The pilots of
Asiana Flight 214 that crashed
at San Francisco airport have
told investigators they were re-
lying on automated cockpit
equipment to control their
speed, turning a focus of the
accident investigation toward
whether a mistake was made
setting the autothrottle or if it
malfunctioned.

One of the most puzzling
aspects of the crash Saturday
has been why the wide-body
jet came in far too low and
slow, clipping its landing gear
and then its tail on a rocky sea-
wall just short the runway. The
plane then careened before
slamming to the ground, killing
two of the 307 people aboard
the Boeing 777 and injuring
scores of others. 

Among those injured were
two flight attendants in the
back of the plane, who sur-
vived despite being thrown
onto the runway when the
plane slammed into the
seawall.

National Transportation
Safety Board chairman Debo-

rah Hersman said Tuesday the
training captain who was in-
structing the pilot flying the
Boeing 777 has told investiga-
tors he thought the autothrot-
tle was programed for a speed
of 137 knots — the target
speed the pilots had selected
for how fast they wanted the
plane to be flying when it
crossed the runway threshold.
Instead, investigators said the
plane reached speeds as low
as 103 knots and was in danger
of stalling because it was los-
ing lift before it hit the seawall. 

The pilot told investigators
he realized the autothrottle,
similar to a cruise control, was
not engaged just seconds be-
fore they hit. Their last second
efforts to rev the plane back
up and abort the landing
failed, although numerous sur-
vivors report hearing the en-
gines roar just before impact.

Asked if the autothrottle
was malfunctioning, Hersman
said that is something investi-
gators are looking into as they
examine hundreds of parame-
ters of data downloaded from
the plane’s flight data
recorders. 

An overreliance on auto-
mated cockpit systems has fig-
ured in dozens of air crashes
and incidents in recent years.

“Some people, if they be-
lieve the autothrottles are en-
gaged and if they are used to
flying  with the autothrottle en-
gaged, will not realize that the
autothrottles are not engaged
and will let the plane get pretty
slow. That has come up be-
fore,” said John Cox, an avia-
tion safety consult and former
Air Line Pilots Association ac-
cident investigator.

Hersman said the pilots
told investigators they were re-
lying on automated cockpit
equipment to control their
speed during final approach,
but NTSB officials say it is still
unknown whether a mistake
was made in programming the
“autothrottle” or if the equip-
ment malfunctioned.

Hersman said the pilot at
the controls was only about
halfway through his training
on the Boeing 777 and was
landing that type of aircraft at
the San Francisco airport for
the first time ever. And the co-
pilot was on his first trip as a
flight instructor.

A final determination on
the cause of the crash is
months away and Hersman
cautioned against drawing any
conclusions based on the in-
formation revealed so far.

Here is what is known:

Seven seconds before impact,
someone in the cockpit asked
for more speed after appar-
ently noticing that the jet was
flying far slower than its rec-
ommended landing speed. A
few seconds later, the yoke
began to vibrate violently, an
automatic warning telling the
pilot the plane is losing lift and
in imminent danger of an aero-
dynamic stall. One and a half
seconds before impact came a
command to abort the landing.

The plane’s airspeed has
emerged as a key question
mark in the investigation. All
aircraft have minimum safe fly-
ing speeds that must be main-
tained or pilots risk a stall,
which robs a plane of the lift it
needs to stay airborne. Below
those speeds, planes become
unmaneuverable.

Because pilots, not the con-
trol tower, are responsible for
the approach and landing, for-
mer NTSB Chairman James
Hall said, the cockpit commu-
nications will be key to figur-
ing out what went wrong.

“Good communication with
the flight crew as well as the
flight attendants is something
I’m sure they’re going to look
at closely with this event,” he
said Tuesday. “Who was mak-
ing decisions?”

NTSB Interviews Pilots In Crash


