
BY DAVID ESPO AND
ERICA WERNER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As
House Republicans weighed
their next steps on immigra-
tion Wednesday, former Presi-
dent George W. Bush nudged
them ever so gently from the
Texas sidelines to carry a
“benevolent spirit” into a de-
bate that includes a possible
path to citizenship for mil-
lions living in the country ille-
gally.

The former president’s
ability to sway a new genera-
tion of House conservatives
was a matter of considerable
doubt, especially because
many of the tea party-backed
lawmakers have risen to
power since he left the White
House and are strongly on
record in opposition to any

citizenship provision.
“We care what people

back home say, not what
some former president says,”
declared Rep. Tim Huel-
skamp, a second-term Kansas
Republican who has clashed
with the party leadership in
the House.

Still, the timing and sub-
stance of Bush’s remarks
were reminders of the imper-
ative that many national
party leaders feel that Repub-
licans must broaden their ap-
peal among Hispanic voters
to compete successfully in fu-
ture presidential elections.
President Barack Obama took
more than 70 percent of their
votes in winning a second
term last fall.

“America can be a lawful
society and a welcoming soci-
ety at the same time,” Bush
said at a naturalization cere-
mony at his presidential li-

brary in Dallas.
For their part, Democrats

quickly embraced the former
president’s message, chal-
lenging House Speaker John
Boehner to proceed in the
same spirit. 

At the Capitol, Republican
aides said a closed-door
meeting of the rank and file
that consumed much of the
afternoon was designed as a
listening session, rather than
a forum for deciding how the
House will proceed as it con-
siders legislation to overhaul
the immigration system. The
eventual strategy will be up
to the leadership, Boehner

and others, to decide in the
coming days.

Boehner, R-Ohio, has said
he wants the House to pass
legislation on the subject be-
fore lawmakers go home for a
four-week break over August,
beginning with a measure to
toughen border security. He
has also said he won’t put any
bill on the House floor that
doesn’t have the support of at
least half of the GOP rank and
file, a pledge that only in-
creases the challenge for De-
mocrats and others who want
to give a chance at citizenship
to millions now in the country
illegally.
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CEO Speaks About Deadly Train Crash
LAC-MEGANTIC, Quebec (AP) — The head of the U.S.

railway company whose runaway oil train crashed into a
Quebec town blamed the engineer Wednesday for failing to
set the brakes properly before the train hurtled down a
seven-mile (11-kilometer) incline, derailed and ignited a fire
that killed at least 15 people and left dozens missing.

He said the engineer has been suspended without pay
and was under police supervision.

The startling disclosures from Edward Burkhardt, presi-
dent and CEO of the railway’s parent company, Rail World
Inc., came as he encountered sharp criticism from Quebec
politicians and jeers from Lac-Megantic residents while
making his first visit to the lakeside town where some 60
people remain missing following Saturday’s disaster.

Until Wednesday, the railway had defended its employ-
ees’ actions, but that changed abruptly as Burkhardt sin-
gled out the engineer as culpable.

Investigators Continue To Probe Crash
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — As Flight 214 descended over

San Francisco Bay, both Asiana Airlines pilots were in new
roles.

In the left seat of the cockpit sat Lee Gang-kuk, a 46-year-
old pilot with just 35 hours of experience flying a Boeing 777
who was landing the big jet for his first time at San Fran-
cisco International Airport. At his right was Lee Jeong-Min,
a trainer making his first trip as an instructor pilot.

While the two men had years of aviation experience, this
mission involved unfamiliar duties, and it was the first time
they had flown together. The flight came to a tragic end
when the airliner crash-landed Saturday, killing two passen-
gers and injuring many others.

Experts say investigators trying to piece together what
went wrong will consider, among other factors, the pairing
of the pilots, who were assigned to work together through a
tightly regulated system developed after several deadly
crashes in the 1980s that were blamed in part on inexperi-
ence in the cockpit.

The National Transportation Safety Board “is definitely
going to focus on what type of policy Asiana had in terms of
crew pairing,” former NTSB Chairman James Hall said.
“That’s what the airline needs to do, be responsible so that
in the cockpit you’re matching the best people, especially
when you’re introducing someone to a new aircraft.”

Defense Rests Case In Zimmerman Trial
SANFORD, Fla. (AP) — After taking less than a week to

call 18 witnesses, George Zimmerman’s defense attorneys
rested their case Wednesday in the neighborhood watch
volunteer’s second-degree murder trial.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys planned to work out
the jury instructions before presenting closing arguments
on Thursday. Judge Debra Nelson said the case could be
sent to six jurors either late that day or the next.

Zimmerman never testified. But jurors saw repeated
video recordings of Zimmerman telling his side of the story
to investigators. He claims that he shot Trayvon Martin,
who was unarmed, in self-defense while the teen straddled
and punched him.

The defense started its case last Friday, and it presented
half as many witnesses in half of the time that prosecutors
did. Zimmerman’s friends, parents and uncle testified that
it’s him screaming for help on a 911 call that captured
sounds of the fatal fight. Martin’s mother and brother had
testified for the prosecution that it’s Martin yelling for help.

Judge: Apple Conspired With Publishers
NEW YORK (AP) — Apple Inc. broke antitrust laws and

conspired with publishers to raise electronic book prices
significantly in spring 2010, a federal judge ruled Wednes-
day, citing “compelling evidence” from the words of the late
Steve Jobs.

U.S. District Judge Denise Cote said Apple knew that no
publisher could risk acting alone to try to eliminate Ama-
zon.com’s $9.99 price for the most popular e-books so it
“created a mechanism and environment that enabled them
to act together in a matter of weeks to eliminate all retail
price competition for their e-books.”

“Apple seized the moment and brilliantly played its
hand,” Cote said. She wrote that Apple’s deals with publish-
ers caused some e-book prices to rise 50 percent or more
virtually overnight.

Navy Completes Unmanned Landing
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — The Navy successfully landed a

drone the size of a fighter jet aboard an aircraft carrier for
the first time Wednesday, showcasing the military’s capabil-
ity to have a computer program perform one of the most
difficult tasks a pilot is asked to do.

The landing of the X-47B experimental aircraft means the
Navy can move forward with its plans to develop another
unmanned aircraft that will join the fleet alongside tradi-
tional airplanes to provide around-the-clock surveillance
while also possessing a strike capability. It also would pave
the way for the U.S. to launch unmanned aircraft without
the need to obtain permission from other countries to use
their bases.

The X-47B experimental aircraft took off from Naval Air
Station Patuxent River in Maryland before approaching the
USS George H.W. Bush, which is operating off the coast of
Virginia. The drone landed by deploying a tailhook that
caught a wire aboard the ship and brought it to a quick
stop, just like normal fighter jets do. The maneuver is
known as an arrested landing and has previously only been
done by the drone on land at Patuxent River. Landing on a
ship that is constantly moving while navigating through tur-
bulent air behind the aircraft carrier is seen as a more diffi-
cult maneuver.

Egypt Continues To Escalate Crackdown
BY MAGGIE MICHAEL AND
SARAH EL DEEB
Associated Press

CAIRO — Egypt’s mili-
tary-backed government
tightened a crackdown on
the Muslim Brotherhood on
Wednesday, ordering the ar-
rest of its revered leader in a
bid to choke off the group’s
campaign to reinstate Presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi one
week after an army-led coup.

The Brotherhood de-
nounced the warrants for
the arrest of Mohammed
Badie and nine other leading
Islamists for inciting vio-
lence Monday that left
dozens dead, saying “dicta-
torship is back” and vowing
it will never work with the in-
terim rulers.

Leaders of the Brother-
hood are believed to be tak-
ing refuge somewhere near a
continuing sit-in by its sup-
porters at the Rabaah al-
Adawiya Mosque in eastern
Cairo, but it is not clear if
Badie also is there.

The Brotherhood is out-
raged by the overthrow of
Morsi, one of its own, and
demands nothing less than
his release from detention
and his reinstatement as
president.

Security agencies have al-
ready jailed five leaders of
the Brotherhood, including
Badie’s powerful deputy,
Khairat el-Shaiter, and shut
down its media outlets.

The prosecutor general’s
office said Badie, another
deputy, Mahmoud Ezzat, sen-
ior member Mohammed El-
Beltagy and popular
preacher Safwat Hegazy are

suspected of instigating the
clashes with security forces
outside a Republican Guard
building near the mosque
that killed 54 people — most
of them Morsi supporters —
in the worst bloodshed since
he was ousted.

The Islamists have ac-
cused the troops of gunning
down protesters, while the
military blamed armed back-
ers of Morsi for attempting
to storm a military building.

The warrants highlight
the armed forces’ zero-toler-
ance policy toward the
Brotherhood, which was
banned under authoritarian
leader Hosni Mubarak.

“This just signals that dic-
tatorship is back,” said

Brotherhood spokesman
Ahmed Aref. “We are return-
ing to what is worse than
Mubarak’s regime, which
wouldn’t dare to issue an ar-
rest warrant of the general
leader of the Muslim Broth-
erhood.”

The Brotherhood’s re-
fusal to work with the new
interim leaders underscored
the difficulties they face in
trying to stabilize Egypt and
bridge the deep fissures that
have opened in the country
during Morsi’s year in office.

Morsi has not been seen
since the July 3 coup, but
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Badr Abdel-Atti gave the first
official word on him in days,
saying he is in a safe place

and is being treated in a
“very dignified manner.” No
charges have been leveled
against him, Abdel-Atti said.

“For his own safety and
for the safety of the country,
it is better to keep him. ...
Otherwise, consequences
will be dire,” he added.

Badie had appeared at
the Rabaa al-Adawiya rally
Friday, a day after an earlier
arrest warrant against him
was issued, also accusing
him of inciting violence. On
Wednesday night, he deliv-
ered a message to the crowd
through a senior Brother-
hood leader, an indication
that he didn’t want to make
an appearance and endanger
his security.

AMINA ISMAIL/MCT

Debris is left behind from a sit-in held for ousted Egyptian President Mohammed after clashes erupted
between protesers and the Egyptian army. 

Bush Nudges GOP On Immigration At Meeting
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