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SANFORD, Fla. — Jurors who acquit-
ted George Zimmerman of all charges
were guided in their deliberations by 27
pages of jury instructions that included
two sections giving them an option to find
him not guilty: justifiable use of deadly
force and reasonable doubt.

The acquittal of the former neighbor-
hood watch leader left many Americans
wondering Sunday how the justice system
could allow him to walk away from the
fatal shooting of Trayvon Martin, the un-
armed black teenager whose death pro-
voked a long national debate over racial
profiling and self-defense.

But the essential criteria for deciding
the case came from the court itself, which
told jurors that Zimmerman was allowed
to use deadly force when he shot the teen
not only if he actually faced death or bod-
ily harm, but also if he merely thought he
did.

And jurors heard plenty of conflicting
evidence and testimony that could have
created reasonable doubt.

Some Martin family supporters may
never understand the gap between the
legal basis for the acquittal and what they
perceived as the proper outcome: Zim-
merman’s conviction for either second-
degree murder or manslaughter.

“There is a difference between the law
and what people think is fundamentally
justice,” said Barbara Arnwine, president
and executive director of the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, a
Washington-based civil rights group.

One of those Martin supporters who
had a hard time accepting the decision
was Tara Banks, a 46-year-old black
woman from Gainesville, Fla., who said
the verdict was causing her to lose faith
in the courts.

“He killed a human being and he
walked away from that courthouse scot
free. It’s just terrible,” Banks said at a
small rally near the courthouse where
Zimmerman was tried.

Under Florida law, jurors were told to
decide whether Zimmerman was justified
in using deadly force by the circum-
stances he was under when he fired his
gun. The instructions they were given
said they should take into account the
physical capabilities of both Zimmerman,

29, and Martin, 17. And if they had any
reasonable doubt on whether Zimmerman
was justified in using deadly force, they
should find him not guilty.

“Beyond a reasonable doubt” is the
highest standard of proof prosecutors
face in American criminal courts. It means
the jurors believe there is no other logical
explanation for what happened than the
defendant is guilty. If faced with two plau-
sible explanations for what happened, ju-
rors are supposed to acquit.

“The danger facing George Zimmer-
man need not have been actual; however,
to justify the use of deadly force, the ap-
pearance must have been so real that a
reasonably cautious and prudent person
... would have believed the danger could
be avoided only through the use of that
force,” the instruction read.

Jurors refused to talk to reporters
after the verdict about how they reached
their decision Saturday night. Their
names are being kept secret until Judge
Debra Nelson lifts an order protecting
their identities.

After the verdict, Jacksonville State At-
torney Angela Corey said the use of
deadly force is often one of the toughest

areas of the law for prosecutors. Gov. Rick
Scott appointed her office to the case a
few weeks after the shooting when local
prosecutors didn’t press charges.

She said that when a victim shoots a
robber or rapist, the use of deadly force is
clearly justifiable. In cases such as Zim-
merman’s, the lines get blurry.

“That’s why this case was unique, in a
sense, and that’s why this case was diffi-
cult,” she said.

Even defense attorneys, who use the
law to their advantage, say the instruc-
tion for the justifiable use of deadly force
can be confusing to jurors since there are
so many elements to it. It’s one of the
longest instructions given jurors.

“The more complex the instruction,
the more it benefits the defense,” said
Blaine McChesney, an Orlando defense at-
torney and former prosecutor with no
connection to the Zimmerman case. “It’s a
very convoluted instruction, but it’s the
best they have.”

Jurors were also told that reasonable
doubt about Zimmerman’s guilt could
come from conflicting evidence or the
lack of evidence.
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Police: Star Of ‘Glee’ Is Found Dead 
VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — Cory Monteith,

the handsome young actor who shot to fame in the hit TV
series “Glee” but was beset by addiction struggles so fierce
that he once said he was lucky to be alive, was found dead
in a hotel room, police said. He was 31.

The Canadian-born Monteith, who played star quarter-
back-turned-singer Finn Hudson on the Fox TV series
about a high school glee club, was found dead in his room
on the 21st floor of the Fairmont Pacific Rim Hotel on Van-
couver’s waterfront at about noon Saturday, according to
police.

Acting Vancouver Police Chief Doug LePard said there
was no indication of foul play.

Vancouver police said Sunday that an autopsy is ex-
pected to take place on Monday to determine the cause of
death.

Monteith’s body was found by hotel staff who entered
his room after he missed his check-out time, LePard said.
Monteith had checked into the hotel on July 6.

Army Chief Defends Morsi Ouster 
CAIRO (AP) — Facing unrelenting pressure from Muslim

Brotherhood protesters, Egypt’s military chief sought to
justify his decision to remove Mohmmed Morsi from office,
saying Sunday in a televised speech that the Islamist
leader had violated his popular mandate and antagonized
state institutions.

The comments by Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi — his first
since the president’s ouster nearly two weeks ago — came
as the designated interim prime minister pushed ahead
with talks to form a new Cabinet this week.

Reform advocate Mohamed ElBaradei was sworn in as
Egypt’s interim vice president for international relations
on Sunday. The move reinforces the role of liberals in the
new leadership who are strongly opposed to the Brother-
hood.

Several secular-minded candidates also have been ap-
proached to lead the foreign, finance, culture, information
and other key ministries. Nabil Fahmy, who served as
Egypt’s former ambassador to the United States for over a
decade under Hosni Mubarak, was tapped to be foreign
minister, according to state media.

The United States sent its No. 2 diplomat in the State
Department, William Burns, to Cairo to meet with interim
government officials as well as civil society and business
leaders during his two-day visit. Burns is the first high-
level American official to visit since Morsi’s ouster.

Merkel Urges Stronger Data Protection  
BERLIN (AP) — German Chancellor Angela Merkel called

Sunday for tougher European and global rules on data protec-
tion amid fallout from recent revelations about U.S. surveil-
lance programs.

Merkel pledged that Germany will take a “very strict posi-
tion” in ongoing talks on European Union-wide data rules. Ger-
many will push for those rules to oblige companies such as
Google and Facebook to tell European countries who they
share data with, she told ARD television.

The chancellor also suggested that a protocol on data pro-
tection could be added to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, a U.N. accord that dates back to 1966. She
didn’t give details of what exactly that protocol might entail.

Germans are sensitive about protecting their personal
data. Ahead of September elections in which the conservative
Merkel is seeking a third term, the center-left opposition says
her government isn’t doing enough to address those worries
and confront the U.S.

Germany’s top security official, Interior Minister Hans-
Peter Friedrich, met in Washington on Friday with Attorney
General Eric Holder and Vice President Joe Biden. He declared
himself satisfied with the meetings and stressed the need to
prevent attacks, saying afterward that a U.S. program called
PRISM searches in a “very targeted” way for terrorism-related
information.

Syrian Troops Advance Against Rebels  
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — Government troops fired tank

shells and artillery in heavy clashes between Syrian forces
and rebels Sunday on the edge of Damascus, where the
military has been pushing its offensive to retake key dis-
tricts that have been in opposition hands for months.

The Syrian army has seized the momentum in the civil
war over the past three months, wresting back territory
lost to rebel forces and solidifying its hold over contested
areas, particularly on the fringes of Damascus. Two of the
embattled districts are Jobar and Qaboun, from which
rebels frequently launch mortar rounds on the heart of the
capital.

A Syrian military commander said forces loyal to Presi-
dent Bashar Assad have recaptured 60 percent of Jobar,
south of Qaboun, and were trying to retake the rest. The
commander talked to reporters Sunday during a military
escorted tour of Jobar organized by the Information Min-
istry. His claim could not be independently verified.

An Associated Press reporter on the tour saw wide-
spread destruction that pointed to heavy fighting in the
neighborhood. Marble tile factories were destroyed. Re-
porters made their way in the devastated area by climbing
through holes knocked in walls because of warnings of
rebel snipers in the area.

At least two bodies, apparently those of rebel gunmen,
lay on the floor of a bunker described by the official as a
“terrorist” hideout.

‘Despicable Me 2’ Stays Atop Box Office
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Universal’s minions ran away

with the box office for the second week in a row.
With $44.8 million in domestic ticket sales, the ani-

mated sequel “Despicable Me 2” outdid the debuts of the
Adam Sandler comedy “Grown Ups 2” and Guillermo Del
Toro’s monsters-versus-robots action flick “Pacific Rim.”

Sony was pleased with Sandler’s second-best movie
opening of his career with $42.5 million in sales.

But the third-place finish of the big-budget movie “Pa-
cific Rim” with $38.3 million represented a disappointing
start for Warner Bros. and partner Legendary Entertain-
ment.

Zimmerman Trial

Jury Instructions Scrutinized

CARL JUSTE/MIAMI HERALD/MCT

Trayvon Martin’s cousins Roberta Felton, left, her husband, Milton, second left, and her
daughter, Iesha, center, express their disappointment in last night’s verdict at Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church in Miami Gardens, Fla, Sunday.  George Zimmerman was found
not guilty in the shooting death of Martin.  

GOP Returns
Abortion To
The Political
Front Burner 
ATLANTA (AP) — With no

immediate hope of overturning
the U.S. Supreme Court’s deci-
sion legalizing abortion, Re-
publicans around the country
are increasingly pushing legis-
lation to restrict the proce-
dure, and Democrats say
they’ll make the GOP pay in
coming elections.

From statehouses to Con-
gress, Republicans have ad-
vanced a range of ideas:
banning nearly all abortions
beyond the 20th week after
conception; making abortion
clinics follow regulations for
surgical care; mandating that
clinic physicians have admit-
ting privileges at local hospi-
tals; requiring women to get
ultrasounds before terminating
a pregnancy.

The issue, which is figuring
prominently in early 2016
White House race maneuver-
ing, energizes social conserva-
tives who influence many
Republican primaries and
drive GOP success in nonpresi-
dential years when the elec-
torate is older, whiter and
more conservative. And some
Republicans say more moder-
ate voters will support their
agenda in the wake of the mur-
der conviction against Kermit
Gosnell, the Philadelphia abor-
tion doctor who jurors deter-
mined killed babies who’d
survived the procedure.

But Democrats and abor-
tion-rights advocates say Re-
publicans already have
overreached — the noticeable
uptick in restrictions began
with GOP gains in 2010 elec-
tions, before Gosnell’s prose-
cution began — and that
moderate voters have other
priorities.


