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VERMILLION — When Patrick Garry first
began writing in college, he never thought he
would be receiving awards for his work. 

The University of South Dakota law pro-
fessor has now received more recognition for
his scholarly and literary works. 

Garry was most recently chosen to speak
at a symposium in Charleston, recognizing
former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor’s contributions to First Amend-
ment Jurisdiction. 

Several of his books have also received
awards, which include a Beverly Hills Book
Award and an International Book Award.
Garry was also named a winner in the 2013
Global Book Contest in June. 

“There was a time when I first started off
writing where I didn’t expect I would be get-
ting awards,” Garry said. “I always liked to
write, but you never think sometimes that
you’re going to be recognized in that particu-
lar way for something you really like doing.
It’s a great honor.”

Garry began writing while he was in col-
lege, where he worked for the Minnesota
Daily newspaper at the University of Min-
nesota. 

“Journalism is really where I learned to
write,” he said. “I never learned it in school
or in classes, but I learned it from having to
write articles and stories and essays and
having to come under the critical eye of an
editor.”

One experience Garry said he remembers
clearly is covering a Bob Dylan concert while
he was attending school. Because he had to
phone the story in, Garry said it was one of
hardest things he has ever done. 

“I had never done anything like that be-
fore,” he said. “Speaking with an editor on
the phone and sort of transcribing my story
from a haphazard notebook of notes — I re-
member it being a very different writing
experience.”

Garry also grew fond of fiction writing. He
said he began taking courses for fiction writ-
ing and really enjoyed it, even though most
of his early work was never published. 

“I’ve got a whole stack of short stories
and attempted novels that really never went
anywhere, but I kept at it and I still do it,” he
said. “I just keep doing it, I like it and it’s re-
ally quite unexpected to be able to get
awards for that.

“When you’re dealing with just writing, I
always think that fiction writing is really the
purest form of writing. You begin with no es-
tablished content — it’s all in the writing.”

Once Garry graduated, he went on to

graduate school and eventually law school.
One area Garry said he became interested in
was First Amendment law. 

“For lawyers in particular there’s proba-
bly no skill that’s needed more than writing,”
Garry said. “Lawyers need to be able to
write, but they need to be able to write in a
clear way. They need to be able to write in an
organized way and often times they need to
be able to write in a creative way.”

His writing experience also sets him apart
as a professor now, Garry said. 

“Sometimes students can get so em-
broiled in content — trying to learn content

— that they can sort of forget about the very
fundamental skill of writing,” he said. “That’s
kind of an important thing, and it says a lot
about the different impact on students.” 

Garry said his experiences have taken
him all over the world. He recently returned
from Europe, where he had the chance to do
some research for another book he is cur-
rently working on. 

“During the summers is when I spend a
lot of time doing that kind of research,” he
said. “During the school year you might only
get two or three days at a time. You can
travel to different places that have the re-

sources that you need and take the time to
be able to do that.”

But Garry still looks back at his first novel
as one of his favorite experiences. 

“Back when I was in college I always
wanted to write a novel, but I never thought I
could actually do it,” he said. “With many
things, the first one you do is the one you re-
member the most.”

You can follow Emily Niebrugge on Twit-
ter at twitter.com/ENiebrugge
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Writers in the four-state
region are invited to attend a
one-day writer’s conference
sponsored by Northern
Plains Professional Writers
(NPPW) on Friday, Oct. 18.
The conference runs from
8:30 a.m. through 4 p.m. at
Yankton’s Kelly Inn, 1607 E.
Highway 50. 

The event offers writers
of multiple genres and levels
of experience the opportu-
nity to learn, network and in-
teract with others interested
in the writing industry.

Keynote speaker Dawn
Nelson of VIP Digital Market-
ing will engage conference at-
tendees in discussion about
the use of social media to
build an author platform,
generate buzz about new ti-
tles/works, and maximize
marketing efforts on a lim-
ited budget.

Additional conference
presentations will focus on
writing, editing, poetry and
research. Conference presen-
ters include South Dakota au-
thors Marilyn Kratz, Loretta
Sorensen and Christine
Mager Wevik and Nebraska
editor Nanette Day. 

In addition to creating
children’s fiction for “High-
lights for Children” for the

past four decades, Kratz has
authored four books, numer-
ous articles for local publica-
tions and a variety of poetic
work.

Sorensen has worked as
an independent journalist for
more than 25 years. Her arti-
cles regularly appear in more
than 20 national and regional
publications. She has au-
thored and co-authored
books, ghostwritten book-
length works and assisted
numerous authors with self
publication through her
Yankton-based business,
Prairie Hearth Publishing,
LLC.

Wevik has published a hu-
morous non-fiction self-help
book and written a work of
fiction.

Day, owner of Inkwell In-
ternational, serves writers
around the world in editing
their written works.

Hour-long conference pre-
sentations include “Anatomy
of a Magazine Article,” “Po-
etry – Transforming Lan-
guage into Literature,”
“Releasing Your Creative
Spark,” and “Your Novel – Sit
Down and Do It.” The day
will conclude with a panel

Yankton To Host 2013
Writer’s Conference

By The Book
USD Law Professor Receives Laurels For Scholarly, Literary Works
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COURTESY PHOTOS
University of South Dakota law professor Patrick Garry has garnered accolades for both his scholar works as well as his literary endeavors, which are
shown in the top photo.


