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Homework Help May Force
Parents To Refresh School Skills

Your fifth grader brings
home math homework and
asks for your assistance. The
class is up to multiplying
fractions, and
it’s been
years since
you've done
this type of
work. Never
mind numera-
tors and de-
nominators,
the most you
know about
fractions at

GCSE, exams. The survey
found that mothers strug-
gled, answering 12.3 percent
of questions correctly, while

Some school districts are
aware of the problem and
provide solutions. Jill [, a
parent in New York, says
that her son’s
school sends
home a
parental in-
struction book
~that explains
the basics be-
hind subject
matter and il-
lustrates how
to explain it to
children.

this point is Other parents
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teenager bring- Many parents are finding they need to brush up on of the steps the
. 8 g basic skills to offer adequate assistance. P y
ing home even can take.

harder home-
work?

Although they are rou-
tinely the first people stu-
dents ask for homework
help, many parents confess
they are flummoxed by alge-
bra equations and can't tell a
preposition from a partici-
ple. Whether they earned
straight As when they were
students or not, lack of prac-
tice means parents may no
longer recall the lessons of
their youth.

In a 2010 Encyclopedia
Britannica survey, re-
searchers tested 500 British
parents who had children
under the age of 16 at the
time. The parents took a
quiz based on lessons stud-
ied for General Certificate of
Secondary Education, or

fathers (27.8 percent) did
not fare much better.

Many North American
parents struggle to help
their students with home-
work as well. Inmigrant par-
ents have the most difficulty,
likely due to language barri-
ers. In addition, immigrant
parents were likely schooled
in different education sys-
tems in another part of the
world, making homework as-
signments seem foreign even
for those parents who speak
English well. Parents who un-
derstand the homework may
be confusing their children
by assisting them in a man-
ner that is inconsistent with
the way the students are
now bing taught. So what is a
parent to do?

* Contact the
teacher and find out if you
can purchase or borrow a
copy of the teacher’s edition
of the textbook. This way
you can keep abreast of the
lessons and instruct in the
same way that the lessons
are being taught in school. If
a book is not available, find
out if instructional materials
can be assembled to assist
you in mastering the con-
cepts.

* Log online to search for
the subject matter and re-
fresh your memory. Many
teachers or experts volun-
teer information online to
help educate students (and
parents) about math, sci-

ence, reading, and other sub-

jects. Parents looking to
double-check their math and
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science work can use a Web
site like Wolfram Alpha,
which is a computational
knowledge engine.

* Hire a tutor if you find
you're doing more harm
than good when assisting
with homework. If lack of
personal knowledge about
the homework or simple
frustration over your child’s
inability to grasp the lessons
is making homework time
unbearable, and ending in a

@S
.Only $25

(no insurance billing/Medicaid
, -available at this price)

shouting match, consider
the use of a tutor. Students a
few years older than your
child might be able to help
with homework because it is
more fresh in their minds.
Plus, your child may feel less
pressure when learning from
a peer or older sibling.

The “MetLife Survey of
the American Teacher: The
Homework Experience,” a
2007 survey which polled
teachers, students and par-

ents, found that almost
everyone believed in the
value of homework. Home-
work was viewed as an es-
sential part of student
learning. Because it is an in-
tegral part of a child’s learn-
ing experience, it behooves
parents to find ways to as-
sist with homework ques-
tions, no matter the method.
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CALL 260-2100

for an appointment

Sports physical forms need to be
completed prior to your appointment.

Contact your school for forms.
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Lewis & Clark Medical Plaza,
2525 Broadway, Suite 200, Yankton
Office Hours 9AM-5PM,

After Care Hours Sat. 9AM-Noon
Walk-ins Welcome
www.lewisandclarkfamilymedicine.com

Dr. Ryan Bakk‘?I ‘
605-665-7476

Dr. Paige EIw&Qd
605-665-36530"

Neughborhood Dental

L WwWW. nelghborhooddentalcare com. }
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We accept all insui arife.
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! 'Met Life, BCBS, Aetna, Assurant, f $anford
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SCHEDULED MAINTENANGE SERVIGES

We can perform preventative maintenance that complies with your vehlcles warranty
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Must present coupon to get this price. Fluid/filter disposal charges may apply in GR

some areas. Most cars & light trucks. Vehicles requiring synthetic or diesel oil &II
filter may be extra. TPMS equipped vehicles extra. No other discounts apply.
Additional charge for shop supplies may be added. Offer ends 9/29/13. “ 'YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR
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'YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

FREE TIRE ROTATION ]

Redeem at pammpanng Graham Tire Retailer

AUTONMATIC TRANSMISSION
FLUSH SERVIGE

Replace dirty transmission fluid with fresh ATF
e Chemical cleaner removes harmful sludge and
varnish deposits e Treatment is added to revitalize
seals and 0 Rings. Most Cars.

95

Please caII or appointment.

'YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

FREE TIRE ROTATION Il

0il Lube & Filter
FOR YOUR 2ND CAR! Il

Must present coupon to get this price. Fluid/filter disposal charges may apply |!| SB
some areas. Most cars & light trucks. Vehicles requiring synthetic or diesel oil
filter may be extra. TPMS equipped vehicles extra. No other discounts apply.
Additional charge for shop supplies may be added. Offer ends 9/29/13.
Redeem at participating Graham Tire Retailer

Pa | l l 0} 55 0FF 4-CYLINDER, $5
10 OFF 6-CYLINDERI F F
‘eplaae.men 315 OFF 8-CYLINDERJ 0

p Al Belis & FHoses

For routine scheduled maintenance.
Regular Price
m Belts/hoses parts only
NGUR TIRE STORE NEXT BOOR ||- $5 off current manufacturer’s list price e Installation extra

Includes:
 Resistor spark plugs and labor

Must present coupon to get this price. Most vehicles. No other discounts apply.
Additional charge for shop supplies may be added. Offer ends 9/29/13.

e Check fluids and filters
o Battery test and road test
Redeem at participating Graham Tire Retailer.

(Diagnostic service available for most cars.)
Limited Warranty - 12 months or 12,000 miles, whichever comes first

YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR
2704 Fox Run Pkwy ¢ Yankton, SD ¢ grahamtire.com

665-4406




