
Wednesday, 7.31.13
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

NEWSROOM: News@yankton.net PRESS DAKOTAN P A G E  7

the midwest

Press & Dakotan
C/o Noelle
Schlechter

319 Walnut Street
Yankton, SD 57078

605-665-7811, ext 112

Gems 
I am brilliant be-

cause ... 
———
I am brilliant because I

won two spelling bees.
One was in my classroom.
The other one was my en-
tire school. I went to the
city competition and I was
the runner-up. 

Paris, 4th grade 
I am brilliant because I

found five to nine million
diamonds and gems in
five hours at a forbidden
yard.

Emma, 3rd grade 
I am brilliant because I

can read chapter books,
more than 10 chapters in
one day. I am brilliant be-
cause I am a good bike
rider. Also, I am brilliant
because I am good at
math. I am brilliant be-
cause I can catch a
lacrosse ball with my
lacrosse stick. 

Garrett, 1st grade 
I am brilliant because

my family is brilliant.
Sydney, 1st grade 

I am brilliant because I
am unique, no one else
can be like me. I am loved
by my family which makes
it the most powerful thing
in my life. What maked me
brilliant is my brain—
which allows me to learn.
Also, my brain helps me
to function each day. But,
I have to have healthy
food to nourish my brain.
My brain stores so much
information and it helps
me a lot. Without it, what
would I do or be?

Rayne, 3rd grade 
I am brilliant because I

passed kindergarten. I am
brilliant because I am
smart. I am brilliant be-
cause I know how to ride
my bike without training
wheels.

Tomas, 1st grade 
I am brilliant because I

am good at cleaning and
drawing. 

Julianna, 1st grade 

Late Spring Could Hurt Goose Hunters
MITCHELL (AP) — A late spring could lead to some frus-

trated goose hunters in South Dakota next month.
The state is holding a special hunt for the fourth straight

year to reduce the resident population of Canada geese, which
damage crops. But there might be fewer birds than expected
to shoot at this year.

Game, Fish and Parks Waterfowl Biologist Rocco Murano
tells The Daily Republic newspaper that because of a cold
spring with late snowfall, Canada geese started breeding later
than normal this year and many birds might not be flying
when the season opens Saturday.

It takes up to three months for a hatched Canada goose to
begin flight. The adults also go flightless for about a month
while molting, or replacing damaged, lost or deteriorated
feathers.

Neb. Needs Rain, Irrigated Crops OK
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The rain Nebraska received over

the past week hasn’t been enough to alleviate dry conditions
statewide, but irrigated crops are still doing OK.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture says only 24 percent of
Nebraska’s subsoil and 31 percent of the topsoil has adequate
or extra moisture.

About 78 percent of the irrigated corn in the state is in
good or excellent condition. That’s better than the average of
74 percent.

But only about 40 percent of dryland corn is in good or ex-
cellent condition. That’s much lower than the average of 64
percent good or excellent.

The USDA says about 64 percent of the soybean crop is in
good or excellent shape.

Accused Double Voter Pleads Guilty
MITCHELL (AP) — A South Dakota man accused of voting

twice in a school board election has pleaded guilty.
Craig Guymon, of Mitchell, pleaded guilty Tuesday to a

felony voter fraud charge. It carries a maximum punishment of
two years in prison and a $4,000 fine.

The Daily Republic newspaper reports that the 54-year-old
Guymon told a judge he voted in the polls in the morning of
June 4 and voted at the auditor’s office by absentee ballot that
afternoon.

Guymon is known in town for being a vocal critic of school
officials. 

A sentencing date has not been set.

Rare Dinosaur Horn Off To S.D. School
RAPID CITY (AP) — Scientists from the South Dakota

School of Mines and Technology are getting a rare dinosaur
brow horn.

The 31-inch Triceratops horn is believed to be 65 million
years old and was found by diggers in Nebraska working on
a U.S. Forest Service project in the Thunder Basin National
Grassland.

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — An
Omaha man who has fought
to loosen restrictions on peti-
tion circulators filed a lawsuit
Tuesday alleging that two re-
quirements in Nebraska vio-
late his constitutional rights.

Kent Bernbeck argues that
the rules have placed an un-
fair burden on his efforts to
put ballot initiatives before
voters. The lawsuit alleges
that the restrictions — one in
the Nebraska Constitution
and the other in state law —
violate his federal rights to
free speech and to petition
the government for a redress
of grievances.

The Nebraska Constitution
requires petitioners to gather
signatures from at least 5 per-

cent of registered voters in a
minimum of 38 Nebraska
counties — a two-fifths major-
ity — before an issue can ap-
pear on the ballot. State law
also prohibits petition organ-
izers from paying circulators
by the signature.

According to the lawsuit,
Bernbeck mounted petition
drives in the village of Denton
and other cities to require
that they publish the names
of their lobbyists. The Denton
village clerk, Charlotte
TeBrink, consulted with the
Nebraska Secretary of State’s
Office and approved the peti-
tion language.

Bernbeck paid a petition
circulator to gather some of
the signatures. The lawsuit
says the village requested a
judge’s order to keep the peti-
tion question off the ballot

after consulting again with
state officials. The judge ruled
that three of the 16 petition
signatures were invalid be-
cause they were collected by
a paid circulator, and the
judge declared that the village
didn’t have to put the petition
on the ballot.

The lawsuit names TeBrink
and Nebraska Secretary of
State John Gale as defen-
dants. TeBrink did not return
a phone message on Tuesday,
while a spokeswoman for Gale
said the office hadn’t yet been
served with the lawsuit and
couldn’t comment on pending
litigation.

In a written statement,
Gale said: “The area of initia-
tive petitions is quite often
subject to litigation, so there
are regularly new lawsuits
and new decisions across the

country. We have had our
share, and this is just the
most recent one.”

Bernbeck has previously
said the petition process
must be accessible to the
public because it’s one of the
few checks against Nebraska’s
single-chamber Legislature. 

“He is bringing this chal-
lenge to guarantee all Ne-
braskans can participate in
this core democratic
process,” his attorney, David
Domina, said Tuesday.

Bernbeck argues that the
signature distribution require-
ment dilutes the voices and
votes of people who live in
counties with the greatest
populations. He also argues
the requirement violates the
“one person, one vote”
principle.

RAPID CITY — Three American Indian
tribes in South Dakota and a voting-rights
group have asked state election officials
to help set up satellite voter registration
and absentee voting offices for tribal
members who live far from county court-
houses.

The tribes are asking the state to use
federal money to help operate satellite
voting stations at Fort Thompson on the
Crow Creek Reservation, at Wanblee on
the Pine Ridge Reservation and at Eagle
Butte on the Cheyenne River Reservation,
the Rapid City Journal reported. All three
towns are predominantly Native Ameri-
can, with populations exceeding that of
county seats.

The state Board of Elections will dis-
cuss the funding request at a meeting
Wednesday.

O.J. Semans with Four Directions Inc.,
a voting advocacy organization located in
Mission on the Rosebud Sioux Reserva-

tion, said his group has helped pay for
satellite offices in the past but is strug-
gling to come up with money for the 2014
election. He said South Dakota should
fund the three satellite registration and
voting stations with federal funds avail-
able through the Help America Vote Act of
2002, passed by Congress to upgrade vot-
ing systems and voter access.

Semans said access to voting places
should be part of that upgrade.

“One of the problems we keep running
into is the counties say they can’t afford
it,” Semans said. “In the past, Four Direc-
tions has been paying them. But we don’t
collect taxes and can’t afford it.”

Fort Thompson is 25 miles from the
Buffalo County courthouse in Gann Valley,
Wanblee is 27 miles from the Jackson
County courthouse in Kadoka, and Eagle
Butte is 54 miles from the Dewey County
courthouse in Timber Lake.

Buffalo County Auditor Elaine Wulff

said a limited satellite office in Fort
Thompson worked in 2012 because Four
Directions paid the bill. But she said she
doubts the county will have the money to
pay for it next year.

One of the questions is whether a Na-
tive American community is eligible for
the federal money if it is located in a
county with a courthouse. Pine Ridge Vil-
lage on the Pine Ridge Reservation and
Rosebud Village on the Rosebud Reserva-
tion have had federal funding for satellite
offices. Both are in unincorporated coun-
ties without courthouses that contract
with adjoining counties for election
services.

South Dakota Secretary of State Jason
Gant, the state’s top election official, de-
clined to say whether he thinks Buffalo,
Jackson and Dewey counties qualify for
the federal funds, but he said the Election
Board will discuss the issue.

South Dakota

Tribes Seek State Help For Voting Stations

department considered her
as one of their own, Pruss
said

“Brenda cared deeply
about trying to continue her
education for becoming an
EMT after things settled down
a little bit,” she said. “We felt
the donation and starting the
fund was the right thing to
do.”

Jim and Brenda Pisano had
also served as Scout leaders,
helping re-establish the Cub
Scout pack in Springfield last
fall. Because of the special
connection, the Scouts quickly
sought to raise money for the
Pisano family.

Cub Scout Pack 86 has
raised about $1,100 so far, said

Crockett, who serves as the
Cub Scout board’s secretary.

The Cub Scouts raised
about $700 during last
month’s car wash and sale of
donated cases of popcorn,
Crockett said. Around 30 vehi-
cles went through the four-
hour car wash. “The boys
were super excited when a
Mustang pulled up and they
got to wash it!” she said.

The day after the car wash,
Mike Durfee State Prison of
Springfield donated a dog
house and bicycle for the Cub
Scouts to raffle. The proceeds
of $300-400 were donated to
the Pisano family.

The Pisanos had no ties to
the prison, but staff and in-
mates wanted to help the fam-
ily during their time of loss,
said MDSP Associate Warden
Susan Jacobs.

“Staff members donated
their own funds,” she said.
“The inmates constructed

both the dog
house and
bike for the
raffle.”

Donations
for the family
have come
from both
Springfield
and surround-
ing communi-

ties, including Yankton, Pruss
said. Efforts are under way to
raise cash and to secure cloth-
ing, bedding and other
necessities.

In particular, the ambu-
lance crew and Cub Scouts are
targeting funds to help repair
the Pisano home. The family
had purchased a fire-damaged
home, planning to make the
needed restorations.

“They don’t have plumbing
or electricity on the inside.
They have to bring in water
from the outside and run an
extension cord for bringing

electricity into the house,”
Pruss said. “We would like to
see (the home remodeling) get
done before winter hits. With
five kids, it’s very hard for one
man to do it himself.”

A number of businesses
have donated building materi-
als. Karl’s TV and Appliance
donated a deep freeze and
refrigerator.

With five children between
ages 5 and 15, the Pisano fam-
ily can always use clothes and
shoes, Pruss said. One dona-
tion consisted of school sup-
plies. The children’s softball,
baseball and football teams
provided emotional and finan-
cial support.

Two Pisano sons were in-
jured in last month’s accident
and are completing their re-
covery at home, Pruss said.
Neighbors opened their
homes to the family and con-
tinue to help care for the five
children, she said.

However, the Pisano family
wants to repay the commu-
nity, Pruss said.

Jim Pisano, a soccer coach,
has offered a free year’s sea-
son to soccer league partici-
pants should money be raised
for soccer nets. Justin Pisano
helps with lawn mowing.

“They don’t take anything
for granted,” Pruss said. “They
want to give back and not just
receive.”

The public has been gener-
ous in its outpouring of sup-
port, but even more
assistance could be used,
Pruss said.

“Springfield and the sur-
rounding towns have been
amazing. They have been so
generous,” she said. “I can’t
say enough ‘thank you’s’ to
everyone who has helped out
so far. It’s much appreciated.”

Crockett noted the Biblical
passage, “It is more blessed to

give than to receive.” Area res-
idents stand ready to help the
Pisano family for the long
haul, she said.

“This devastating event
could happen to any family, at
any time, and it does. That’s
the hard part, and it doesn’t
seem fair or right,” she said.

“(We feel for) the emotions
the family will go through, the
pieces that they will need to
pick up and try to get back to
a so-called ‘normal’ life. This
will be a long journey.”

———
For more information on

the Cub Scout’s efforts, email
crockett@hcinet.net.

For more information on
the ambulance service’s ef-
forts, contact Pruss at (605)
661-3935.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf
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