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YOU’RE NEWS! The Press & Dakotan

Wagon Train Route Finalized
PIERRE — The route has

been set for the 125th an-
niversary wagon train. The
wagon train will start in
Yankton, home of the Dakota
Territory Capital, on Sept. 3
and end at the State Capitol
in Pierre on Sept. 20.

“Traveling in a wagon
train for 15 to 17 miles a day
is hard work, but it’s also a
lot of fun making new friends
on the ride and along the
route,” said wagon train or-
ganizer Gerald Kessler who
has participated in over 90
wagon trains.

The route includes stops
in 13 towns and several pas-
tures as the wagon train
makes its way on roads and
cross country. 

Each evening when the
wagon train stops, local
landowners and historians
will present a history of the

local area. Communities and
civic groups will be sponsor-
ing evening meals and events
so locals can see the wagon
train up close and visit with
wagon train participants. 

The wagon train is being
sponsored by the South
Dakota Draft Horse and Mule
Association. The total cost
per participant is $125, re-
gardless of whether the par-
ticipant is riding for one day
or all 17 days. The wagon
train will supply a wagon
master, outriders, toilets,
water and buses to move ve-
hicles each evening. Partici-
pants must supply their own
equipment, animals, food,
livestock feed and other
traveling necessities. All fees
and donations will be used
to defray the costs of the
wagon train.  

Thirty-six wagons and 84

people have already signed
up for the wagon train from
eight states — South Dakota,
North Dakota, Minnesota,
Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa,
Wisconsin and Kentucky. 

Those who would like to
participate must apply on-
line. The route map and ap-
plication can be found at
http://125.sd.gov. For more
information, contact Gerald
Kessler at 605-223-2313. 

R E U N I O N S
BIETZ REUNION

The descendants of
Friedrich Bietz will hold the
27th annual family reunion
potluck at 12:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, July 20, in the First Ameri-
can Lutheran Church
basement in Tripp. (Note the
change of location.) Elevator
available. Hot and cold bever-
ages will be furnished.


