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It’s been an astonishing 30 years
since the last Top 10 hit by The Go-
Go’s, the 1980s band who made his-
tory by being the first — and only —
all-female group that wrote their
own songs and played their own in-
struments to top the Billboard
album chart.

And yet its hits, such as “We Got
the Beat,” “Our Lips Are Sealed” and
“Vacation,” sound as fresh and fun
— or even more so — as what’s on
the radio these days.

That was by design, lead guitarist
and keyboardist Charlotte Caffey
says in a phone call from Virginia,
where the band had stopped for a
show on the Replay America Tour of
1980s acts.

“Interestingly enough, the way
we recorded our records were ex-
actly that — we didn’t date them
with, like, electronic drums or syn-
thesizers,” Caffey says. “We are just
a rock and pop band that’s what we
are. And I believe we recorded the
records to feature the songs rather
than it being a giant production.”

Those songs, and those of the
other bands on the tour (Patty
Smyth of Scandal, Martha Davis and
The Motels, Naked Eyes and Cutting
Crew) are central to Replay America,
and the reason why The Go-Go’s
chose to do it, Caffey says.

“It was presented to us, and we
thought, we’d never done anything
like this before, we always go on our
own tours,” Caffey says. “But the
thing is, what we look at is the
songs, you know? We thought it
might be fun to join forces and just
bring a lot of great songs to people
and have them have a great evening
— uplift their spirit. And that really
was my intention behind saying
yes.”

But even at that, how do The Go-
Go’s — whose live performances are
still vital — feel about performing on
a nostalgia tour?

Caffey again refers to the music.
“The ‘80s, no matter what kind of

wacky fashion or whatever else that
went on in the ‘80s, the songs that
came out of it, there was really great
songwriting, in my opinion.”

She has a point. The other
groups also have music that has
stood the tests of time. Scandal’s
“Goodbye to You” and “The Warrior”
remain fresh. Same with The Motels’
“Only the Lonely” and “Suddenly
Last Summer,” Cutting Crew’s “(I
Just) Died in Your Arms Tonight.”

And Naked Eyes’ “Promises
Promises” and cover of the Dionne
Warwick hit “(There’s) Always
Something There to Remind Me” —
which the latter song’s writer, Burt
Bacharach, has said is his favorite
version.

Besides, Caffey says, summer is
a time to recapture anyone’s mem-
ories, and The Go-Go’s are well
suited to do that, with hits such as
“Vacation.”

“We were presented with the
idea and we thought this could be
pretty cool — pretty fun for the
summer,” Caffey says. “The lineup,
with Martha and Patty, it seemed
like it’d be a fun, great, song-centric
show. You know, we’re known for
summer and we’re known for fun,
so it kind of made sense.”

The Go-Go’s have history with
some of the other acts, Caffey says.
The band used to share a rehearsal
room with Martha Davis and The
Motels at the start of their career in
a California punk club called The
Mask.

“So that’s how long we have
known Martha,” Caffey says with a
laugh. “So it was a long time ago.”

Not that things haven’t changed
for The Go-Go’s.

With all the members now in
their mid-50s — Caffey is the oldest
at 56 — touring also is more fo-
cused on music, she says.

“I mean, we grew up, we’ve
grown up,” Caffey says, laughing.
“And we don’t party and all that
stuff. You know, we were just like a
baby band back in the ‘80s. You’re
young, you don’t think about that.
But, you know, now a lot of us are
moms.

“It’s a different feeling because
we have grown up and also we’re
still together and we’re working
and it’s a cool thing. We recognize

that — we really appreciate each
other as a band.”

The Go-Go’s have toured contin-
uously since re-forming in 1999,
and even put out a disc of new ma-
terial, “God Bless the Go-Go’s,” in
2001 — the first disc of new music
since 1984’s “Talk Show.” It just
missed the Top 50, and produced a
Top 25 Mainstream chart hit, “Un-
forgiven.”

Asked whether The Go-Go’s will
ever put out new music, Caffey
says, “We’ve been talking about it.
But it all depends on the songs.”

Caffey says The Go-Go’s are
writing, and has a process for put-
ting together an album.

“The last record we wrote about
50, 65 songs and we pulled out 11,”
she says. “That’s what we do, so
we’ll see. We’re all in kind of differ-
ent cities and stuff, so it’s a little
bit more difficult, but we have defi-
nitely been talking about it.”

Since that last album, the group
parted ways with longtime bassist
Kathy Valentine, with the band’s
website in 2013 attributing the split
to “irreconcilable differences.”
Valentine later sued the other
members, saying they forced her
out.

Caffey won’t address the dis-
pute. “According to our agreement,
we don’t talk about it,” she says.
The band performs with a touring
bassist.

It all comes back to the songs,
Caffey says.

“They’ve stood the test of time,”
she says. “We didn’t know at the
time that’s what we were doing,
but it just felt right. And for us,
we’re happy, we’re grateful that
people come out and people want
to see us. It’s an awesome thing,
you know?

“And we’re just definitely have a
great time with the audience and
really have a great time with each
other on stage — that’s another
thing, for sure.” 
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Go-Go’s Say ‘80s Music Stands The Test Of Time

COURTESY PHOTO

The Go-Go’s, circa early 1980s. Nearly three decades after its last Top 10 hit, the group is currently part of the Replay
America Tour, which features several 1980s acts.

LONDON (AP) — It’s an
iconic scene of Britain at war:
Thousands of Londoners hud-
dled in Underground stations as
German bombs rained down.

But this is not the 1940s
Blitz — it’s World War I, more
than 20 years earlier.

For most people, the Great
War evokes images of mud, gas
masks and the trenches of the
Western Front. The Imperial
War Museum wants to expand
that view. A century after the
conflict began, the London mu-
seum aims to provide a new
perspective on “the war to end
all wars.” 

Senior historian Terry Char-
man said Wednesday that many
people are surprised to learn
that London was bombed —
first by zeppelins, then by
planes — and that 300,000 peo-
ple sought shelter in subway
stations.

“They say: ‘Air raids? Re-
ally?”’ Charman said. “I think we
see the First World War very
much through the prism of the
trenches of the Western Front.
You forget that there was a
home front.”

Reclaiming stories of the
home front is one of the mis-
sions of the museum, which re-

opens Saturday after a six-
month closure for a 40 million
pound ($70 million) renovation.

The museum was founded
in 1917, as the war still raged, to
preserve the stories of those
who were fighting and dying. It
retains that goal, as well as its
“Imperial” moniker, a relic of a
vanished British Empire.

In other ways the museum
has modernized. It now covers
recent conflicts, including those
in Iraq and Afghanistan, and in-
cludes an impressive collection
of old and new military hard-
ware. From the ceiling of the
building’s new atrium hang a

Spitfire fighter plane, a Harrier
jump jet, a V1 rocket and more.

But the museum’s curators
are just as interested in human
stories. The World War I gal-
leries move from the battlefront
to the home front, to show how
the first “total war” shook soci-
ety from top to bottom.

The permanent exhibition
includes more than 1,300 ob-
jects — from weapons and uni-
forms to diaries and letters —
and alternates between the big
picture and small details. Both
perspectives have emotional
power. It’s hard not to be hum-
bled by the sheer scale of the

slaughter. After war was de-
clared in August 1914 — with
Germany and Austria-Hungary
on one side and Britain, France
and Russia on the other — 7
million men marched off to war.
By December, 1 million of them
were dead.

Multimedia displays capture
the vast tragedy of the Battle of
the Somme, which saw 20,000
British soldiers killed in one
day. Visitors learn about tanks,
planes and other technological
innovations that changed the
course of the war. They share
space with crude weapons that
suggest the almost medieval

savagery of trench warfare, in-
cluding catapults to fling
grenades and an iron-headed
club for crushing skulls.  

Many visitors will find the
small, personal items especially
moving. Soldiers complain of
boredom, rats, lice and cold in
letters home from the trenches.
The wallet of a soldier killed in
battle holds faded photos of his
wife and children. In a letter, 9-
year-old Alfie Knight begs to be
allowed to enlist because “I am
very strong and often win a
fight with lads twice as big as
myself.”

UK Museum Looks At Epic, Intimate Sides Of WWI


