
BY JOSH LEDERMAN 
AND JULIE PACE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration is
weighing giving refugee sta-
tus to young people from
Honduras as part of a plan to
slow the influx of unaccom-
panied minors arriving at the
U.S.-Mexico border, White
House officials said Thurs-
day. 

The plan would involve
screening youths in Hon-
duras, one of the world’s
most violent nations, to de-
termine whether they qualify
for refugee status. Similar in-
country screening programs
were set up in East Asia after
the Vietnam War and in Haiti
in the 1990s. 

The officials cautioned
that no final decision on the
matter has been made and
said the proposal is among a
range of ideas the White
House is considering. The of-
ficials briefed reporters
ahead of President Barack
Obama’s meeting Friday with
Central American leaders on
the condition they not be
identified by name.

The United Nations has
been pushing the U.S. to
treat children arriving at the
southern border from Hon-
duras, Guatemala and El Sal-
vador as refugees displaced
by armed conflict. The trio
of nations has become one
of the most violent regions in
the world in recent years,
with swathes of all three
countries under the control

of drug traffickers and street
gangs who rob, rape and ex-
tort ordinary citizens with
impunity.

Since last fall, the U.S. has
seen a dramatic increase in
the number of migrants from
these three countries arriv-
ing at the southern border,
particularly children travel-
ing without any adult
guardian.

Since Oct. 1, more than
16,000 unaccompanied chil-
dren from Honduras have

been caught crossing the
Mexican border illegally. At
the same time, more than
30,300 Hondurans traveling
as families have also been ar-
rested. 

The U.S. has resisted call-
ing the situation a refugee
crisis, though Obama and
top officials have called it a
“humanitarian crisis.” 

It is unclear what would
happen to children and fami-
lies who have already made
the dangerous trek to the

United States if the refugee
plan is implemented. Home-
land Security Secretary Jeh
Johnson has repeatedly said
that there is no free pass for
immigrants who come to the
United States illegally and
that those who are caught
crossing the border would
be sent home.

The administration would
also have to outline what the
refugee proposal would
mean for Honduran immi-
grants already in the United
States. In 1999, the U.S. gov-
ernment granted Temporary
Protective Status to Hon-
durans living in the country
illegally in the wake of Hurri-
cane Mitch. The status has
been renewed several times
since then, and according to
U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services about 60,000
Honduran living in the
United States have received
the protective status.

Immigrants from El Sal-
vador received the protec-
tion in 2001 and USCIS says
about 202,000 Salvadorans
remain the U.S. under TPS.

Newly arriving immi-
grants from countries
granted TPS are not eligible
for the protection from de-
portation. TPS is used from
time to time by the govern-
ment to stop deportations to
specific countries when au-
thorities deem it is unsafe to
return immigrants.

The New York Times first
reported that the White
House was considering the
refugee program for young
people in Honduras.  920 Broadway Yankton, SD•665-9461•1-800-491-9461

  APPLIANCE

 Dishwasher
 MDB6769. Black or White

 Normally $519

 Now  $ 399
 See store for details.

Friday, 7.25.14
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net

NEWSROOM: News@yankton.net PRESS DAKOTAN P A G E  5 A

the world

Jetliner Carrying 116 People Crashes 
OUAGADOUGO, Burkina Faso (AP) — An Air Algerie jet-

liner carrying 116 people crashed Thursday in a rainstorm
over restive Mali, and its wreckage was found near the bor-
der of neighboring Burkina Faso — the third major interna-
tional aviation disaster in a week.

The plane, owned by Spanish company Swiftair and
leased by Algeria’s flagship carrier, disappeared from radar
less than an hour after it took off from Burkina Faso’s capi-
tal of Ouagadougou for Algiers.

French fighter jets, U.N. peacekeepers and others
hunted for the wreckage of the MD-83 in the remote region,
where scattered separatist violence may hamper an even-
tual investigation into what happened.

It was found about 50 kilometers (31 miles) from the
border of Burkina Faso near the village of Boulikessi in
Mali, a Burkina Faso presidential aide said.

“We sent men, with the agreement of the Mali govern-
ment, to the site, and they found the wreckage of the plane
with the help of the inhabitants of the area,” said Gen.
Gilbert Diendere, a close aide to Burkina Faso President
Blaise Compaore and head of the crisis committee set up
to investigate the flight.

Airlines Suffer A Cluster Of Disasters
WASHINGTON (AP) — Nearly 300 passengers perish

when their plane is shot out of the sky. Airlines suspend
flights to Israel’s largest airport after rocket attacks. Two
airliners crash during storms. Aviation has suffered one of
its worst weeks in memory, a cluster of disasters spanning
three continents.

Industry analysts and safety experts shake their heads
at the seeming randomness of the tragedies, saying they
can find no common themes. Nor do they think the events
indicate that flying is suddenly becoming less safe.

Less than one in 2 million flights last year ended in an
accident in which the plane was damaged beyond repair,
according to the International Air Transport Association.
That includes accidents involving cargo and charter air-
lines as well as scheduled passenger flights.

“One of the things that makes me feel better when we
look at these events is that if they all were the same type
event or same root cause then you would say there’s a sys-
temic problem here, but each event is unique in its own
way,” said Jon Beatty, president and CEO of the Flight
Safety Foundation, an airline industry-supported nonprofit
in Alexandria, Virginia, that promotes global aviation
safety.

But Beatty said he also finds the disaster cluster “a cold
reminder” that airline accidents are likely to increase be-
cause the industry is growing, especially in developing
countries. The more flights there are, the more potential
for accidents, he noted.

War College To Investigate Plagiarism
HELENA, Mont. (AP) — Sen. John Walsh remained stead-

fast Thursday amid an investigation into whether he plagia-
rized a research project required for a master’s degree,
winning fresh backing from fellow Democrats in Montana
and the governor who appointed him to the Senate earlier
this year.

The U.S. Army War College said in a statement late
Thursday it will examine evidence that Walsh included
both conclusions and verbatim passages from the writings
of other scholars in his 2007 paper, known as a strategy re-
search project.

“The Army War College initiated its own analysis of the
paper and determined this morning that there was reason-
able cause to refer the case to the US Army War College Ac-
ademic Review Board,” the statement said.

Walsh, the only senator who served in the Iraq war, is
seeking election in a race that top Democratic strategists
— prior to the plagiarism revelations — saw as an uphill
battle and unlikely to provide one of the seats the party
needs to hold onto its majority.

Earlier in the day, Walsh’s campaign spokeswoman, Lau-
ren Passalacqua, insisted her boss was staying in the race
against Republican Rep. Steve Daines. He got the backing
to do so from the state Democratic Party, whose
spokesman, Bryan Watt, said Walsh “took responsibility”
for his mistakes and the party looks forward “to standing
and fighting with him.”

Patient Opens Fire In Hospital Office
DARBY, Pa. (AP) — A psychiatrist who was grazed by

gunfire from a patient at a hospital on Thursday helped
stop the patient by apparently using his own weapon to
shoot and wound him, but not before a caseworker was
killed, authorities said.

The patient opened fire after entering the doctor’s of-
fice at Mercy Fitzgerald Hospital with the caseworker, Dis-
trict Attorney Jack Whelan said. Witnesses reported
hearing yelling before the gunshots.

Several hours after the shooting, investigators had only
limited information about what happened inside the closed
office but believe the psychiatrist, “from all accounts,
would have acted in self-defense,” Whelan said.

The doctor, who suffered a wound to his head, “faced a
situation where his life was in jeopardy,” Whelan said. He
was expected to be interviewed by detectives late Thurs-
day.

The hospital has a policy barring anyone except on-
duty law enforcement officers from carrying weapons any-
where on its campus, a spokeswoman for the Mercy Health
System said.

Judges Debate Inmate’s Suffering 
FLORENCE, Ariz. (AP) — The nearly two-hour execution

of a convicted murderer prompted a series of phone calls
involving the governor’s office, the prison director, lawyers
and judges as the inmate gasped for more than 90 minutes.

They discussed the brain activity and heart rate of
Joseph Rudolph Wood, who was gasping over and over as
witnesses looked on. The judge was concerned that no
monitoring equipment showed whether the inmate had
brain function, and they talked about whether to stop the
execution while it was so far along.

But the attorneys’ pleading on the grounds that Wood
could be suffering while strapped to a gurney, breathing in
and out and snoring, did no good.

Nearly two hours after he’d been sedated Wednesday,
Wood finally died.

A transcript of an emergency court hearing released
Thursday amid debate over whether the execution was
botched reveals the behind-the-scenes drama and early
questions about whether something was going wrong.

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK AND IAN DEITCH
Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — A U.N.
school in Gaza crowded with hundreds
of Palestinians seeking refuge from
fierce fighting came under fire Thurs-
day, killing at least 15 civilians and leav-
ing a sad tableau of blood-spattered
pillows, blankets and children’s cloth-
ing scattered in the courtyard.

Palestinian officials blamed Israel for
the shelling, which wounded dozens
and came on the deadliest day so far of
the current round of fighting, while the
Israeli military said it was investigating
the strike and raised the possibility the
compound was hit by Hamas rockets
amid a marked increase in Islamic mili-
tant attacks in the area.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
angrily denounced the attack, saying
the killing must “stop now.” But the
frantic diplomatic efforts spanning the
region were running into a brick wall: Is-
rael demands that Hamas stop firing
rockets without conditions, while
Gaza’s Islamic militant rulers insist the
seven-year Israeli-Egyptian blockade of
the territory must end first.

“Many have been killed — including
women and children, as well as U.N.
staff,” Ban said in a statement, though
he did not elaborate and a later U.N.
communique made no mention of hu-
manitarian workers being among the
casualties.  

In the aftermath of the attack, a
child’s sandal decorated with a yellow
flower lay in a puddle of blood, while
sheep and cattle belonging to those
seeking shelter grazed in the grass
nearby. A large scorch mark scarred the
spot where one of the shells hit. Dozens
of wounded, including many children,
were wheeled into a nearby hospital as
sirens wailed. 

The U.N. said it had been trying to
achieve a humanitarian pause in the
fighting to allow the evacuation of civil-
ians from the area.

Kamel al-Kafarne, who was in the

school, said people were boarding
buses when three tank shells hit.

“We were about to get out of the
school, then they hit the school. They
kept on shelling it,” he said.

It was the fourth time a U.N. facility
has been hit in Gaza fighting since the
Israeli operation began on July 8.
UNRWA, the U.N’s Palestinian refugee
agency, has said it discovered dozens of
Hamas rockets hidden inside two va-
cant schools, but U.N. spokesman
Farhan Haq said the school hit Thurs-
day in the northern town of Beit Ha-
noun was not one of them.

The U.N. has also expressed alarm
that rockets found in the schools have
gone missing after they were turned
over to local authorities in Gaza.

“Those responsible are turning
schools into potential military targets,
and endangering the lives of innocent
children,” U.N. staff and anyone seeking
shelter there, a U.N. statement said
Wednesday.

Fighting was fierce across the Gaza
Strip Thursday, and at least 115 Pales-
tinians were killed, making it the bloodi-
est day of the 17-day war. That raised
the overall Palestinian death toll to at
least 799, Gaza health official Ashraf al-
Kidra said. Israel has lost 32 soldiers,
all since July 17, when it widened its air
campaign into a full-scale ground war.
Two Israeli civilians and a Thai worker
in Israel have also been killed by rocket
or mortar fire.

Israel says the war is meant to halt
the relentless rocket fire on its cities by
Palestinian militants in Gaza and to de-
stroy a sophisticated network of cross-
border tunnels that Hamas is using to
sneak into Israel to try to carry out at-
tacks inside communities near the bor-
der.

Israel insists it does its utmost to
prevent civilian casualties but says
Hamas puts Palestinians in danger by
hiding arms and fighters in civilian
areas. Hamas spokesman Fawzi
Barhoum condemned the violence, say-
ing Israel was targeting displaced peo-

ple and “committing massacres.”
The Palestinian Red Crescent said Is-

raeli shells hit the U.N. compound, but
Israel’s chief military spokesman, Brig.
Gen. Moti Almoz, said it was too early
to know if the deaths were caused by
an errant Israeli shell or Hamas fire.
“We are not ruling out the possibility
that it was Hamas fire,” he said.

The military had urged the U.N. and
the Red Cross to evacuate the school
for three days leading up to the shelling
incident, Almoz said, adding that there
had been an increase in Hamas attacks
from the area in recent days.

“Despite repeated calls from the mil-
itary to the U.N. and international or-
ganizations to stop the shooting from
there because it endangers our forces,
we decided to respond. In parallel to
our fire there was Hamas fire at the
school,” Almoz said.

The attack was likely to increase
pressure on international diplomats
shuttling around the region in an effort
to broker a cease-fire.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry
spent the day in Cairo feverishly calling
on regional leaders, including Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as
well as the foreign ministers of Egypt,
Turkey and Qatar to press for a solu-
tion. Like Israel, the U.S. considers
Hamas a terrorist organization and will
not directly engage with its leaders.

“We still have more work to do. I cer-
tainly have some work to do tonight ...
The tragic incident today and every day
just underscores the work we are trying
to do and what we are trying to
achieve. So we’re going to keep at it,”
Kerry said after meeting with the U.N.
chief late Thursday. “It’s so imperative
to try to find a way forward.”

Ban also urged an end to the fight-
ing. “I am telling ... both the Israelis and
Hamas: ‘You must stop fighting and
enter into dialogue,”’ he said. “What-
ever grievances you may have, this is
wrong. There are many other ways to
resolve this issue without killing each
other.”

UN School In Gaza Caught
In Cross-Fire; 15 Killed

CAROLYN COLE/LOS ANGELES TIMES/MCT
At the Jabalia hospital morgue, members of the El Shenbary family grieve the loss of five men in their family ages 8 to 45, Thursday,
July 24, 2014, after a U.N. shelter housing evacuees was hit by an Israeli shell. 

US Weighs Status For Honduras Youth 


