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EU Finance Ministers Opt To Meet Again 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Greece will have another, possibly 

its last, chance Sunday to convince skeptical European 
creditors it can be trusted to enact wide-ranging economic 
reforms that would safeguard its future in the euro.

After more than eight hours of talks on Saturday, Greece 
clearly failed to give what its creditors in the 19-country 
eurozone have been demanding — iron-clad proof that it can 
deliver on its promises to implement tough austerity and 
reform measures in return for billions more in rescue money.

“We had an in-depth discussion of the Greek proposals 
and the issue of credibility and trust was discussed,” Jeroen 
Dijsselbloem, the eurozone’s top official, said on leaving the 
meeting.

The talks will resume at 11 a.m. local time (0900 GMT), 
just a few hours before the European Union’s 28 leaders are 
meant to descend on Brussels for a summit that has been 
billed over the past week as Greece’s last chance to convince 
creditors that it deserves more financial help.

“It’s still very difficult but work is still in progress,” Dijs-
selbloem said.

Drug Lord Escapes From Prison Again
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Top Mexican drug lord Joaquin “El 

Chapo” Guzman, head of the powerful Sinaloa Cartel, has es-
caped from a maximum security prison for the second time, 
Mexican officials said as they launched a manhunt.

Guzman was last seen about 9 p.m. Saturday in the 
shower area of the Altiplano prison, 90 kilometers (56 miles) 
outside of Mexico City, according to a statement from the Na-
tional Security Commission. He went to the shower area but 
after some time was lost by security camera surveillance. 
Upon checking his cell, authorities found it was empty. 

A search operation began immediately in the surrounding 
area and highways. Flights were also suspended at Toluca 
airport, near the penitentiary in the state of Mexico.

Guzman was captured in February 2014 after more than 
a decade on the run. He was listed as 56 years old at the 
time, though there are varying dates for his birth. He faces 
multiple federal drug trafficking indictments in the U.S. and 
was on the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s most-
wanted list.

During his time as a fugitive, Guzman transformed him-
self from a middling Mexican capo into arguably the most 
powerful drug trafficker in the world. His fortune grew to 
be estimated at more than $1 billion, according to Forbes 
magazine, which listed him among the “World’s Most Power-
ful People” and ranked him above the presidents of France 
and Venezuela.

Pope Wraps Up South America Tour
ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — Pope Francis will put into 

practice his insistence that the world’s poor not be left on 
the margins of society by visiting a slum outside Asuncion 
on the final day of his three-country South American tour.

Francis has spent much of the past week — and before 
that much of his pontificate — railing about the injustices 
of the global capitalist system that he says idolizes money 
over people, demanding instead a new economic model 
where the Earth’s resources are distributed equally among 
all.

In Banado Norte on Sunday, Francis will see people liv-
ing in shacks made of plywood and corrugated metal, and 
quite possibly pigs rummaging through garbage searching 
for leftovers. Authorities estimate that about 15,000 fami-
lies there live in extreme poverty, periodically exacerbated 
when heavy rains burst the banks of the nearby Paraguay 
River, turning dirt roads to impassable pools of mud.

For weeks, residents in the area and authorities have 
been preparing for the visit, doing everything from draining 
some of the roads to making rosaries to give the pope as 
gifts.

But Francis is expected to offer them his solidarity and 
encouragement, after having urged their leaders to do 
more to take their plight into account in making decisions 
about development and social welfare.

Trump Hammers Away On Immigration
PHOENIX (AP) — Republican presidential hopeful 

Donald Trump criticized U.S. immigration and trade poli-
cies on Saturday in speeches that veered from accusing 
Mexico of deliberately sending criminals across the border 
to professing respect for the Mexican government and love 
for its people.

Speaking to a gathering of Libertarians in Las Vegas 
before headlining an event in Phoenix, Trump repeated his 
charge that Mexico was sending violent offenders to the 
U.S. to harm Americans and that U.S. officials were being 
“dumb” in dealing with immigrants in the country illegally.

“These people wreak havoc on our population,” he told 
a few thousand people attending the Libertarian gathering 
FreedomFest inside a Planet Hollywood ballroom on the 
Las Vegas Strip.

In the 4,200-capacity Phoenix convention center packed 
with flag-waving supporters, Trump took a different view — 
for a moment — and said: “I love the Mexican people. I love 
‘em. Many, many people from Mexico are legal. They came 
in the old-fashioned way. Legally.”

He quickly returned to the sharp tone that has brought 
him scorn as well as praise. “I respect Mexico greatly as a 
country. But the problem we have is their leaders are much 
sharper than ours, and they’re killing us at the border and 
they’re killing us on trade.”

Universal’s ’Minions’ Swarms Box Office
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Universal’s “Minions” overran the 

box office over the weekend as audiences in the U.S. and 
Canada shelled out an estimated $115.2 million to see the evil-
master-serving horde frolic on the big screen.

It was the second-biggest opening ever for an animated 
film and an easy win for the sidekicks who took the spotlight 
after playing supporting roles in two previous “Despicable 
Me” movies. The bright, babbling baldies have become key 
characters in the franchise from Universal’s Illumination 
Entertainment.

Directed by Peter Coffin, who co-directed both “Despicable 
Me” movies and voices the Minions, the movie easily beat 
“Jurassic World,” another Universal picture that grossed $18.1 
million in its fifth weekend after release, according to box of-
fice tracker Rentrak.

 Iran Announcement 
May Come Monday 

BY GEORGE JAHN AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press 

VIENNA — Negotiators at the Iran 
nuclear talks plan to announce Monday 
that they’ve reached a historic deal 
capping nearly a decade of diplomacy 
that would curb the country’s atomic 
program in return for sanctions relief, 
two diplomats told The Associated Press 
on Sunday. 

The envoys said a provisional agree-
ment may be reached even earlier — by 
late Sunday. But they cautioned that 
final details of the pact were still be-
ing worked out. Once it is complete, a 
formal, final agreement would be open to 
review by officials in the capitals of Iran 
and the six world powers at the talks, 
they said. 

Senior U.S. and Iranian officials 
suggested, however, there might not be 
enough time to reach a deal by the end 
of Sunday and that the drafting of docu-
ments could bleed into Monday.  

All of the officials, who are at the 
talks in Vienna, demanded anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized to discuss 
the negotiations publicly.

“We are working hard, but a deal 
tonight is simply logistically impossible,” 
the Iranian official said, noting that the 
agreement will run roughly 100 pages.

The senior U.S. official declined to 
speculate as to the timing of any agree-
ment or announcement but said “major 
issues remain to be resolved.”

Despite the caution, the negotiators 
appeared to be on the cusp of an agree-
ment.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, 
who on Thursday had threatened to 
walk away from the negotiations, said 
Sunday that “a few tough things” remain 
in the way but added “we’re getting to 
some real decisions.”

En route to Mass at Vienna’s gothic 
St. Stephens Cathedral, Kerry said twice 
he was “hopeful” after a “very good 
meeting” Saturday with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who 
had Muslim services Friday. The two met 
again early Saturday evening.

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fa-

bius also was cautiously 
optimistic, telling report-
ers Sunday:  “I hope that 
we are finally entering 
the last phase of this 
negotiation.”

In Iran, President 
Hassan Rouhani said an 
agreement was close, 
but not quite done, 
describing the negotia-

tions as “still steps away from reaching 
the intended peak.”

In another sign that a deal could 
soon be sealed, Russian news agencies 
reported that Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov had arrived in Vienna. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi was 
also expected later in the day. The other 
foreign ministers of the six nations 
negotiating with Iran already are in the 
Austrian capital and in position to join 
Kerry and Zarif for an announcement.

Movement toward a deal has been 
marked by years of tough negotiations. 
The pact is meant to impose long-term, 
verifiable limits on nuclear programs 
that Tehran could modify to produce 
weapons. Iran, in return, would get tens 
of billions of dollars in sanctions relief.

The current round of nuclear talks 
is now in its 16th day and has been 
extended three times since the first 
deadline of June 30 was missed. The 
mood among negotiators had turned 
more somber each time a new target 
date — first July 7, then July 10 and then 
July 13 — was set. 

As the weekend approached, Kerry 
declared the talks couldn’t go on indefi-
nitely and warned that the U.S. could 
walk away from the negotiations.

Diplomats familiar with the talks said 
most of the nuts and bolts of implement-
ing the deal have been agreed upon. But 
over the past week, issues that were 
previously on the back burner have 
led to new disputes. Among them is 
Iran’s demand for a lifting of a U.N. arms 
embargo and its insistence that any U.N. 
Security Council resolution approving 
the nuclear deal be written in a way that 
stops describing Iran’s nuclear activities 
as illegal.

A diplomat familiar with the negotia-
tions said disagreements also persist 
on how long some of the restrictions on 
imports of nuclear technology and other 
embargos outlined in any new Security 
Council resolution will last. The diplo-
mat, who demanded anonymity because 
the diplomat wasn’t allowed to discuss 
the confidential talks, said restrictions 
will last for years, not months.

Meanwhile, Iranians were preparing 
to celebrate in the event of an agree-
ment. Iran’s semi-official ISNA news 
agency reported that deputy police 
chief Brigadier General Saeed Montazer 
al-Mahdi said the authorities are fully 
prepared for such celebrations.

Despite Kerry’s relatively upbeat 
take, comments by Iran’s supreme 
leader suggested that Tehran’s mistrust 
of Washington would persist no matter 
what the outcome of the talks.

Iran’s state-run Press TV cited Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei on Saturday as calling 
the U.S. an “excellent example of arro-
gance.” It said Khamenei told university 
students in Tehran to be “prepared to 
continue the struggle against arrogant 
powers.”

His comments appeared to be a blow 
to U.S. hopes that an agreement will 
lead to improved bilateral relations that 
could translate into increased coop-
eration in a common cause— the fight 
against Islamic State radicals.

Zarif had hinted at just that last week, 
suggesting a deal acceptable to his coun-
try will open the door to joint efforts on 
that front.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, a fierce opponent of what 
he considers a deal that is too lenient 
on Tehran, said Khamenei’s comments 
showed that Western powers are “cav-
ing” in to Iran even as the Islamic repub-
lic keeps railing against them.

A nuclear deal will also face serious 
scrutiny from members of U.S. Congress. 

“This is going to be a very hard sell 
for the administration,” Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, a Kentucky 
Republican, said on “Fox News Sunday” 
when asked about the likelihood of Con-
gress signing off on a deal.

Kerry

BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — Pluto, reveal thy-
self, and Earthlings, enjoy the show. 

On Tuesday, NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft 
will sweep past Pluto and present the previously 
unexplored world in all its icy glory. 

It promises to be the biggest planetary un-
veiling in a quarter-century. The curtain hasn’t 
been pulled back like this since NASA’s Voyager 
2 shed light on Neptune in 1989. 

Now it’s little Pluto’s turn to shine way out on 
the frigid fringes of our solar system. 

New Horizons has traveled 3 billion miles 
over 9 1/2 years to get to this historic point. The 
fastest spacecraft ever launched, it carries the 
most powerful suite of science instruments ever 
sent on a scouting and reconnaissance mission 
of a new, unfamiliar world. 

Guarantees principal scientist Alan Stern, 
“We’re going to knock your socks off.” 

The size of a baby grand piano, the space-
craft will come closest to Pluto on Tuesday 
morning — at 7:49 a.m. EDT. That’s when New 
Horizons is predicted to pass within 7,767 miles 
of Pluto. Fourteen minutes later, the spacecraft 
will zoom within 17,931 miles of Charon, Pluto’s 
jumbo moon. 

For the plutophiles among us, it will be cause 
to celebrate, especially for those gathered at the 
operations center at Johns Hopkins University’s 
Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, Maryland. 
The lab designed and built the spacecraft for 
NASA, and has been managing its roundabout 
route through the solar system. 

“What NASA’s doing with New Horizons is 
unprecedented in our time and probably some-
thing close to the last train to Clarksville, the last 
picture show, for a very, very long time,” says 
Stern, a planetary scientist with the Southwest 
Research Institute in Boulder, Colorado. 

It is the last stop in NASA’s quest to explore 
every planet in our solar system, starting with 
Venus in 1962. And in a cosmic coincidence, the 
Pluto visit falls on the 50th anniversary of the 
first-ever flyby of Mars, by Mariner 4. 

Yes, we all know Pluto is no longer an official 

planet, merely a dwarf, but it still enjoyed full 
planet status when New Horizons rocketed from 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Jan. 19, 2006. Pluto’s 
demotion came just seven months later, a sore 
subject still for many. 

“We’re kind of running the anchor leg with 
Pluto to finish the relay,” Stern says. 

The sneak peeks of Pluto in recent weeks are 
getting “juicier and juicier,” says Johns Hopkins 
project scientist Hal Weaver. “The science team 
is just drooling over these pictures.” 

The Hubble Space Telescope previously cap-
tured the best pictures of Pluto. If the pixelated 
blobs of pictures had been of Earth, though, not 
even the continents would have been visible. 

The New Horizons team is turning “a point of 
light into a planet,” Stern says. 

An image released last week shows a copper-
colored Pluto bearing a large, bright spot in the 
shape of a heart. 

Scientists expect image resolution to improve 
dramatically by Tuesday. The 7,767-mile span at 
closest approach is about the distance between 
Seattle and Sydney. 

New Horizons, weighing less than 1,000 
pounds including fuel, has seven instruments 
that will be going full force during the encounter. 
It’s expected to collect 5,000 times as much data, 
for instance, as Mariner 4. 

“We’re going to rewrite the book,” Weaver 
says. “This is it — this is our once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to see it.” 

The team gets one crack at this. 
“We’re trying to hit a very small box, relative-

ly speaking,” says Mark Holdridge, the encounter 
mission manager. “It’s 60 by 90 miles, and we’re 
going 30,000 mph, and we’re trying to hit that 
box within a plus or minus 100 seconds.” 

The only planet in our solar system discov-
ered by an American, Pluto actually is a mini 
solar system unto itself. Pluto — just two-thirds 
the size of our own moon — has big moon 
Charon that’s just over half its size, as well as 
baby moons Styx, Nix, Hydra and Kerberos. The 
names are associated with the underworld in 
which the mythological god, Pluto, reigned. New 
Horizons will observe each known moon and 
keep a lookout for more. 

Thousands 
Rally To Support 

Confederate 
Flag In Fla. City 

OCALA, Fla. (AP) — 
Thousands of people have 
rallied in central Florida 
in support of flying the 
Confederate flag.

Police estimated 2,000 
vehicles, mostly motorcy-
cles and trucks adorned 
with the Civil War-era 
flag, took part in Sunday’s 
gathering in Ocala.  The 
event was being held to 
back a decision by Marion 
County in that area of 
central Florida to return 
the Confederate flag to a 
display outside its govern-
ment complex.

The Ocala Star-Banner 
reports participants wore 
shirts with phrases includ-
ing “heritage not hate” 
and talked of defending 
Southern traditions.

A replica of the General 
Lee car from “The Dukes of 
Hazard” TV show led the 
procession. 

One of the partici-
pants, Rick Hart, defended 
flying the Confederate 
flag, saying “It’s a history 
thing. The flag is also a 
military flag. It’s not a race 
symbol.”

The Florida rally came 
weeks after the shooting 
deaths of nine people at a 
historically black church in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
that spurred a national 
debate about the flying 
of the Confederate flag. 
On Friday, South Carolina 
removed the flag from a 
flagpole near its State-
house. The man charged in 
the Charleston shooting is 
shown in pictures with the 
Confederate flag and police 
say he was motivated by 
hate.

 

It’s Showtime For Pluto; 
Astronomers Prepared 

For NASA Flyby


