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Drug Lord Escape Tunnel Construction
ALMOLOYA, Mexico (AP) — The digging would have 

caused noise. The planners would have needed blueprints and 
maps. The escape was made from the one place beyond the 
view of security cameras at Mexico’s toughest prison.

As authorities hunted Monday for any sign of Mexico’s 
most powerful drug lord, security experts said it’s clear that 
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman’s escape through an elaborately 
designed tunnel must have involved help on a grand scale.

“How did Chapo escape? In one word: corruption,” wrote 
Alejandro Hope, a former member of Mexico’s domestic intel-
ligence service, in his blog El Daily Post.

“He escaped through a mile-long tunnel, wide enough to 
hold a motorcycle, and ending in one of the few blind spots 
in Mexico’s most-secure prison. How do you do that without 
some high-level corruption?”

U.S. authorities believe the tunnel through which Guzman 
made his audacious exit Saturday evening must have been in 
the works for at least a year, nearly as long as the head of the 
notorious Sinaloa Cartel had been at the Altiplano prison 55 
miles (90 kilometers) west of Mexico City.

Greece Strikes Deal With Eurozone
BRUSSELS (AP) — After grueling, often angry negotia-

tions that tested the limits of European unity, Greece struck a 
preliminary rescue deal with its creditors Monday that should 
avert an imminent financial catastrophe but also guarantees 
years more hardship and sacrifice for its people.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras flew home to sell the bailout 
plan to skeptical lawmakers and political allies, some of 
whom accused him of selling Greece out. Panos Kammenos, 
leader of the junior partner in Tsipras’ coalition government, 
denounced the deal as a German-led “coup.”

“This deal introduced many new issues ... we cannot agree 
with it,” he said after meeting with Tsipras.

Other Greeks rallied Monday night before Parliament in 
Athens, urging lawmakers to reject the new demands.

To close the deal with his partners in the euro currency, 
Tsipras had to consent to a raft of austerity measures, includ-
ing sales tax hikes and pension and labor reforms — measures 
he had campaigned vociferously against over the last five 
years of Greece’s financial crisis.

Son Of Police Captain Charged In Plot
BOSTON (AP) — The son of a Boston police captain has 

been arrested in an FBI sting and accused of plotting to com-
mit terrorist acts in support of the Islamic State group, includ-
ing the setting off of pressure-cooker bombs at an unidentified 
university and the slaughter of students live online.

Alexander Ciccolo’s own father alerted authorities last fall 
that the younger man had a long history of mental illness and 
was talking about joining the Islamic State, according to two 
law enforcement officials who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not authorized to release details.

Ciccolo, 23, of Adams, was charged in a criminal complaint 
unsealed Monday with illegal possession of a firearm for 
receiving four guns July 4 from a person cooperating with the 
Western Massachusetts Joint Terrorism Task Force. Because 
of a drunken driving conviction, Ciccolo was barred from hav-
ing a gun.

Ciccolo’s father, Robert Ciccolo, is a 27-year veteran of the 
Boston police force.

“While we were saddened and disappointed to learn of our 
son’s intentions, we are grateful that authorities were able to 
prevent any loss of life or harm to others,” Ciccolo’s parents 
said in a statement.

$5.9 Million Settlement In Death Case
NEW YORK (AP) — New York City reached a settlement 

Monday with the family of Eric Garner for $5.9 million, almost 
a year after the 43-year-old died in police custody.

The family filed a notice of claim in October, the first 
step in filing a lawsuit against the city, asking for $75 million. 
Garner was stopped on July 17 outside a convenience store for 
selling loose, untaxed cigarettes. A video shot by an onlooker 
shows Garner telling the officers to leave him alone and refus-
ing to be handcuffed. Garner is taken to the ground in what ap-
pears to be a chokehold, banned by police policy. The officer, 
Daniel Pantaleo, says it was a legal takedown maneuver.

Garner, who had asthma, is heard gasping, “I can’t 
breathe!” 11 times before he loses consciousness. He was 
pronounced dead later at a hospital.

The city medical examiner found that the police chokehold 
contributed to Garner’s death. But a grand jury on Staten Is-
land declined to indict the officer in the death. A federal probe 
is ongoing.

While the city has a legal department that fields lawsuits, 
the New York City comptroller’s office also can settle claims. 
Comptroller Scott Stringer has made a point of doing that in 
civil rights cases, saying that resolving them quickly saves the 
city money on legal fees.

Clinton Says US Needs ‘Fair Economy’ 
NEW YORK (AP) — Laying out her agenda to help Ameri-

can workers, Hillary Rodham Clinton said Monday that if she 
is elected to the White House she will seek to build a “growth 
and fairness economy” that would rejuvenate wages that have 
remained stagnant since the Great Recession.

In her first major economic speech of her presidential cam-
paign, Clinton vowed to crack down on Wall Street excess and 
warned that a large field of Republican White House hopefuls 
would promote tax cuts and a return to policies that would 
balloon the national debt. She singled out three GOP candi-
dates by name, including former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, whom 
she accused of failing to understand the plight of workers.

“You may have heard Governor Bush say last week that 
Americans just need to work longer hours. Well, he must not 
have met very many American workers,” Clinton said at The 
New School in New York, urging Bush to speak to nurses, 
truckers or fast food workers. “They don’t need a lecture. 
They need a raise.”

Bush, during an event in Sioux City, Iowa, said Clinton 
believed that it didn’t matter that 6.5 million people were 
only able to work part-time instead of holding full-time jobs. 
“Hillary Clinton believes that 2 percent growth, apparently the 
new normal, is acceptable,” Bush said.

He told reporters that Clinton’s “policies are going to 
suppress wage growth. Her policies are a continuation of 
the Obama economics which has been a complete disaster.” 
Republicans note that under President Barack Obama, the 
workplace participation rate has declined to its lowest level 
since 1977.

Plan Aimed At Lifting Transgender Ban
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Pentagon’s current regulations 

banning transgender individuals from serving in the military 
are outdated, Defense Secretary Ash Carter said Monday, or-
dering a six-month study aimed at formally ending one of the 
last gender- or sexuality-based barriers to military service.

Carter said he is creating a working group that will review 
the policies and determine if lifting the ban would have 
any impact on the military’s ability to be ready for battle. 
But he said the group will begin with the presumption that 
transgender people should be able to serve openly “without 
adverse impact on military effectiveness and readiness, un-
less and except where objective, practical impediments are 
identified.”

The plan, which was first reported by The Associated 
Press, gives the services time to methodically work through 
the legal, medical and administrative issues and develop 
training to ease any transition, and senior leaders believed 
six months would be sufficient.

“The Defense Department’s current regulations regarding 
transgender service members are outdated and are caus-
ing uncertainty that distracts commanders from our core 
missions,” Carter said in a statement released Monday. “At a 
time when our troops have learned from experience that the 
most important qualification for service members should be 
whether they’re able and willing to do their job, our officers 
and enlisted personnel are faced with certain rules that tell 
them the opposite.”

BY TODD RICHMOND 
AND STEVE PEOPLES
Associated Press

WAUKESHA, Wis. — Scott 
Walker vowed Monday to 
fight for America’s interests 
abroad and for his conserva-
tive policies in Washington, 
launching a 2016 Republican 
presidential bid by highlight-
ing his clashes with labor un-
ions as his campaign taunted 
his Democratic critics.

The 47-year-old second-
term governor embraced his 
“fighter” reputation as he for-
mally declared his candidacy 
in an evening speech, his 
family at his side, and pro-
testers gathered just outside 
the convention hall.

“We are running to serve 
as your president of the 
United States of America,” 
Walker declared.

“Americans deserve a 
president who will fight 
and win for them,” he said. 
“You see, it doesn’t matter 
if you’re from a big city, a 
suburb or a small town, I 
will fight and win for you. 
Healthy or sick, born or 
unborn, I will fight and win 
for you.”

He becomes the 15th 
high-profile Republican to 
enter the GOP presidential 
contest, yet claims to oc-
cupy a unique space in the 
congested field. He not only 
fights for conservative prin-
ciples, he says, but he also 
wins elections and policy de-
bates in a state that typically 
supports Democrats. 

Speaking in the same hall 
where he celebrated his suc-
cessful recall election three 
years earlier, Walker left little 
doubt that his successful, 
if divisive, fights with labor 
unions would serve as the 
foundation for his presiden-
tial campaign. Through five 
years in office, he enacted 
policies weakening organized 
labor’s political power and 
became the first governor in 
U.S. history to defeat a recall 
election. 

Labor unions spent mil-
lions of dollars to defeat him, 
but failed.

“Scott Walker is a national 
disgrace,” said AFL-CIO 

President Richard Trumka, 
among the many detractors 
who lashed out against Walk-
er’s candidacy on Monday. 

Walker also highlighted 
a series of lesser-known tri-
umphs he says set him apart 
from the crowded Republi-
can field. 

He cut income and 
corporate taxes by nearly 
$2 billion, lowered property 
taxes, legalized the carrying 
of concealed weapons, made 
abortions more difficult 
to obtain, required photo 
identification when voting 
and made Wisconsin a right-
to-work state.

His budget this year, 
which plugged a $2.2 billion 
shortfall when he signed it 
into law Sunday, requires 
drug screenings for public 
benefit recipients, expands 
the private school voucher 
program, freezes tuition at 
the University of Wisconsin 
while cutting funding by 
$250 million and removing 
tenure protections from 
state law.

Such achievements may 
appeal to conservatives who 
hold outsized sway in Re-
publican primaries, yet some 
could create challenges in 
a general election should 
Walker ultimately become 
the GOP’s nominee. Voter 
ID laws, abortion restric-
tions, liberal gun policies 

and education cuts are not 
necessarily popular among 
swing-state independents.

Walker’s record is well-
known to Wisconsin voters, 
a state where the second-
term governor engenders 
fierce loyalty and fierce op-
position. Protesters who first 
crowded the state Capitol in 
2011 in demonstrations as 
large as 100,000 still gather 
daily, although only about a 
dozen or so at a time, to sing 
anti-Walker songs.

Dozens of protesters 
gathered Monday on the 
street outside the arena 
carrying signs that read 
“Waukesha Against Walker!” 
and “Walker is a bully and 
a liar!” 

Mary Mezera, a 46-year-
old education research coor-
dinator at UW-Madison, said 
she lost all union representa-
tion in the wake of Walker’s 
public union restriction 
and is especially upset over 
the governor signing bills 
that make it more difficult 
to obtain an abortion in 
Wisconsin.

“I hope he’ll fall flat on his 
face,” Mezera said.

Walker begins his 2016 
presidential bid with at least 
$20 million to spread his 
message, raised by two out-
side groups not subject to 
campaign finance donation 
limits, according to sources 
with direct knowledge of 
the fundraising operation. 
They spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to publicly 
discuss private fundraising 
strategy. 

While he has limited 
international experience, 
Walker’s speech outlined a 
muscular foreign policy that 
would include more Ameri-
can forces in combat.

He called for lifting the 
political restrictions on U.S. 
troops stationed in Iraq “so 
they can help our Kurd and 
Sunni allies reclaim land 
taken by ISIS.”  

“On behalf of your chil-
dren and mine,” he said, “I’d 
rather take the fight to them 
than wait for them to bring 
the fight to us.”

Walker also highlighted 
rising test scores and gradu-

ation rates in Wisconsin as 
evidence that the 2011 union 
law worked.

What he didn’t mention is 
Wisconsin’s graduation rates 
were increasing for years 
before he took office, and 
the recent growth is not as 
strong as the national aver-
age. Wisconsin’s ACT scores 
have been among the best 
in the nation since before 
Walker was elected. They 
ranked third the year before 
he took office and ranked 
second in 2012.

Critics note that Walker 
too often ignores where he’s 
fallen short.

The state’s chief eco-
nomic development agency 
that Walker created, a hybrid 
public-private partner-
ship, has been beset with 
problems, including handing 
out $124 million in loans 
without properly vetting 
the recipients. Walker was 
over 100,000 jobs short on 
his signature 2010 campaign 
promise to create 250,000 
private-sector jobs. 

He’s also been dogged by 
two investigations, neither 
of which have yet to result 
in charges filed against him. 
The first resulted in a vari-
ety of criminal convictions 
against six of his former 
aides and associates when 
he was Milwaukee County 
executive.

The second investigation, 
currently on hold while the 
state Supreme Court consid-
ers a trio of lawsuits, centers 
on whether Walker’s recall 
campaign illegally coordinat-
ed with independent groups.

Shortly before the 
speech, Walker’s cam-
paign distributed a list of 
Democratic criticism levied 
throughout the day, an 
unusual step for a presiden-
tial campaign, yet one that 
underscored his willingness 
to take on opponents.

“Democrats have spent 
their day launching attacks 
against him,” said spokes-
woman AshLee Strong, 
“showing how scared they 
are of someone who is both 
a fighter and a winner.” 

Wisconsin’s Walker Jumps 
Into Presidential Race

Diplomats: Iran Nuclear Deal Likely Tuesday
BY GEORGE JAHN 
AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

VIENNA — An Iran 
nuclear agreement appeared 
likely within hours, diplo-
mats said late Monday after 
a day in which American and 
Iranian negotiators appeared 
to be struggling to clear 
final obstacles and looking 
like they’d miss their fourth 
deadline in less than two 
weeks.

Three diplomats famil-
iar with the talks said the 
announcement could come 
early Tuesday, possibly 
during pre-dawn hours in 
Vienna. One said some of 
the top officials involved in 
the negotiation needed to 
leave Austria’s capital in the 
morning, thus hastening the 
declaration.

The diplomats weren’t au-
thorized to speak publicly on 
the status of the negotiations 
and demanded anonymity. 
Their reports of a break-
through capped a seesaw 
day of developments that 
started with high hopes for 
an accord. The mood soured 
as vexing questions includ-
ing the future of a U.N. arms 
embargo on Iran proved 
troublesome.

As a midnight target 
for a deal approached in 
Vienna, diplomats said the 
nuts and bolts of the written 
nuclear accord had been 
settled days ago. And Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani 
briefly raised expectations of 
an imminent breakthrough 
by proclaiming on Twitter: 
“Iran Deal is the victory of 
diplomacy & mutual respect 
over the outdated paradigm 
of exclusion & coercion. And 
this is a good beginning.” 

Minutes later, Rouhani’s 
tweet was deleted. He then 
retransmitted it, adding the 
word “If” in front of “Iran 
Deal” to reflect that negotia-
tors weren’t there yet. The 
proposed pact would impose 
long-term and verifiable 
limits on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram and provide the Islamic 
Republic tens of billions of 
dollars in relief from interna-
tional sanctions.

At the White House, 
press secretary Josh Earnest 
said the talks were “making 
genuine progress,” and the 
American negotiating team 
under Secretary of State 
John Kerry would remain 
in Vienna as long as the 
negotiations advanced. If a 
deal wasn’t reached Monday, 
he said, the 20-month-old 
provisional constraints on 
Iran’s enrichment of possible 
bomb-making material and 
other nuclear activity would 
remain in force as the diplo-
macy continued. The current 
round of talks is already in 
its 17th day.

Already Sunday, diplo-
mats spoke of clinching the 
complete agreement within 
hours, only to then say the 
final signoff would have to 
come the following day. As 
Monday evening arrived, 
they offered a similar refrain.

“No deal on Monday, 
nuclear agreement possible 
on Tuesday,” Iran’s state-run 
Press TV said in a bulletin 
attributed to Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif.

The U.N. ban on Iran 
importing or exporting con-
ventional weapons wasn’t 
clearly defined when world 
powers and Tehran reached 
a framework deal in April.

A U.S. statement issued at 

the time said the final agree-
ment would result in “the 
comprehensive lifting of all 
U.N. Security Council sanc-
tions” on Iran, which could 
be interpreted to include 
the arms embargo. But the 
U.S. also said at the time 
that “important restrictions 
on conventional arms and 
ballistic missiles” would be 
incorporated in any new U.N. 
guidelines for Iran.

Washington wants to 
maintain the ban on import-
ing and exporting weapons, 
concerned that an Iran flush 
with cash from the nu-
clear deal would expand its 
military assistance for Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s 
government, Yemen’s Houthi 
rebels, the Lebanese militant 
group Hezbollah and other 
forces opposing America’s 
Mideast allies such as Saudi 
Arabia and Israel.

Iranian leaders say the 
embargo must end as their 
forces are combating re-
gional scourges such as the 
Islamic State. And they’re 
getting support from both 
Russia and China, who want 
at least a partial lifting of the 
restrictions. Moscow, in par-
ticular, hopes to expand mili-
tary cooperation and arms 
sales to Tehran, including 
the long-delayed transfer of 
S-300 advanced air defense 
systems — a move long op-
posed by the United States.

Diplomats reported at 
least two other issues beside 
the arms embargo proving 
difficult: How to finalize a 
long-stymied U.N. investiga-
tion of alleged nuclear weap-
ons work by Tehran and 
Iran’s demand that any U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
approving the broader deal 
no longer describe Iran’s 
nuclear activities as illegal. 

On the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s 
probe, the Iranians insist 
they have never worked on 
weapons and top Iranian 
officials say military sites 
and nuclear scientists are 
off-limits to investigators. On 
the legality of its program, 
it hopes to receive positive 
recognition of its diplomatic 
effort with the six world 
powers on the other side of 
the negotiating table — with 
a quick lifting of U.N. sanc-
tions without the stain of 
being adjudged in violation 
of the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty.

Some diplomats ex-
pressed exasperation.

“There should not be 
an extension in the talks,” 
Zarif said in remarks carried 
by Iran’s official IRNA news 
agency. Later, from the 
balcony of the ornate manor-
turned-hotel hosting the 
talks, he told reporters that 
negotiators are “sleepy and 
overworked.”


