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VIENNA — Overcoming 
decades of hostility, Iran, 
the United States, and five 
other world powers struck 
a historic accord Tuesday 
to check Tehran’s nuclear 
efforts short of building a 
bomb. The agreement could 
give Iran access to billions in 
frozen assets and oil revenue, 
stave off more U.S. military 
action in the Middle East 
and reshape the tumultuous 
region.

The deal sets in motion a 
years-long test of Iran’s will-
ingness to keep its promises 
to the world — and the ability 
of international inspectors to 
monitor compliance. It also 
sets the White House up for a 
contentious fight with a wary 
Congress and more rocky 
relations with Israel, whose 
leaders furiously opposed the 
agreement.

Appealing to skeptics, 
President Barack Obama 
declared that the accord “of-
fers an opportunity to move 
in a new direction. We should 
seize it.”

Under terms of the deal, 
the culmination of 20 months 
of arduous diplomacy, Iran 
must dismantle much of its 
nuclear program in order 
to secure relief from biting 
sanctions that have battered 
its economy. International 
inspectors can now press 
for visits to Iran’s military 
facilities, though access is 
not guaranteed. Centrifuges 
will keep spinning, though in 
lesser quantities, and uranium 
can still be enriched, though 
at lower levels. 

In a key compromise, Iran 
agreed to continuation of the 
U.N.’s arms embargo on the 
country for up to five more 
years and ballistic missile 
restrictions for up to eight 
years. Washington had sought 
to keep the arms ban in place, 
while Russia and China joined 
Iran in pushing for an immedi-
ate suspension. 

On the streets of Tehran, 
Iranians honked their horns 
and celebrated in the city’s 
main square. President Hassan 
Rouhani said a “new chapter” 
had begun in his nation’s 
relations with the world, even 
as he denied Iran had ever 
pursued a nuclear weapon. 

While the U.S. partnered in 
the talks with Britain, France, 
Germany, Russia and China, 
the decades of tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran put the 

two countries at the forefront 
of the negotiations. 

Whether the nuclear 
rapprochement will spark 
a broader thaw is unclear. 
Nearly 40 years after Iran’s 
Islamic revolution and the 
hostage-taking at the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, the coun-
try’s hardliners remain hostile 
toward Washington. The U.S. 
and its allies also have deep 
concerns about Iran’s support 
for terrorism in the Middle 
East and its detention of sev-
eral American citizens. 

With key restrictions 
on Iran’s nuclear program 
required for only a decade, 
opponents of the deal say it 
simply delays Tehran’s pursuit 
of the bomb. Critics also say 
Iran will use new wealth from 
sanctions relief to double-
down other destabilizing 
activities in the region. 

Iran stands to receive more 
than $100 billion in assets that 

have been frozen overseas 
and benefit from an end to 
various financial restrictions 
on Iranian banks. Iran could 
also sell more oil, bringing 
down crude prices. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who lobbied 
unceasingly against a deal, 
called it a “stunning historic 
mistake” and warned that his 
country would not be bound 
by it. Netanyahu strongly 
hinted that Israeli military 
action to destroy Tehran’s 
nuclear program remains an 
option. 

Obama and Netanyahu, 
who have long had a cool 
relationship, spoke by phone 
Tuesday. White House of-
ficials said Obama also called 
King Salman of Saudi Arabia, 
one of the many Sunni Arab 
rivals of Shiite Iran who have 
expressed concerns about the 
deal.  

On Capitol Hill, Repub-

licans accused Obama of 
making too many concessions. 
wHouse Speaker John Boehner 
of Ohio said lawmakers “will 
fight a bad deal that is wrong 
for our national security and 
wrong for our country.” GOP 
presidential hopefuls also 
panned the deal, some vowing 
to scrap it if elected to suc-
ceed Obama. 

Obama did get a crucial 
show of support from Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, his former 
secretary of state and the 
likely Democratic presidential 
nominee. She praised the deal 
as an important step toward 
“putting the lid on Iran’s 
nuclear program.” 

Clinton’s support could 
give some Democratic law-
makers more confidence in 
standing with Obama as he 
tries to hold off congressional 
efforts to disrupt the deal. 
Congress has 60 days to re-
view it and can try to prevent 
Obama from waiving sanctions 
on Iran as promised in the 
negotiations. 

The president reiterated 
that he would veto any legisla-
tion aimed at upending the 
agreement. Defending it, he 
said, “No deal means a greater 
chance of more war in the 
Middle East.” 

The deal comes after years 
of international diplomacy 
that until recently were de-
fined by failure. Breaks in the 
talks sometimes lasted for 
months, and Iran’s nascent nu-
clear program expanded into 
one that Western intelligence 
agencies saw as only months 
away from weapons capac-
ity. The U.S. and Israel both 
threatened military action.

Obama took office in 2009 
promising to keep the door 
open for greater engagement 
with Iran, even as he ratch-
eted up economic sanctions. 
In 2012, he authorized secret 
talks that helped lay the 
groundwork for the formal 
negotiations that stretched 
over the past two years. 

The final weeks were 
marked by marathon meet-
ings in Vienna, three blown 
deadlines and threats by top 
American and Iranian diplo-
mats to walk away.

Secretary of State John 
Kerry, who did most of the 
bargaining with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif, said persistence 
paid off. “Believe me, had 
we been willing to settle for 
a lesser deal we would have 
finished this negotiation a long 
time ago,” he said.
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Revolt Over Austerity Deal Grows
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Greece’s left-wing government 

launched a frantic 24-hour effort late Tuesday to push more 
austerity measures through Parliament and meet demands 
from European creditors as it faced down mounting anger at 
home.

The belt-tightening measures, which include pension 
cuts and higher sales tax rates on everything from condoms 
to racehorses, were agreed upon with eurozone leaders to 
prevent the Greek economy from collapsing, and as part of a 
planned third bailout worth 85 billion euros ($94 billion).

The new measures mean economically-battered Greeks will 
pay more for most goods and services by the end of the week.

Hard-liners in Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras’ own Syriza 
party were in open revolt, and unions and trade associations 
representing civil servants, municipal workers, pharmacy 
owners and others called or extended strikes to coincide with 
Wednesday’s Parliament vote.

Energy Minister Panagiotis Lafazanis said lead eurozone 
lender Germany and its allies had acted like “financial as-
sassins” by forcing the deal on Athens, and urged Tsipras to 
reject it.

Final Appeals To Jury In Theater Shooting
CENTENNIAL, Colo. (AP) — James Holmes was legally 

sane when he entered a packed movie theater armed with an 
assault rifle, a shotgun and a pistol, intent on killing as many 
people as he could, a prosecutor told jurors Tuesday in clos-
ing arguments at the gunman’s trial.

“That guy was sane beyond a reasonable doubt, and he 
needs to be held accountable for what he did,” District Attor-
ney George Brauchler said.

But defense lawyer Daniel King countered that Holmes was 
controlled by his schizophrenia.

“The mental illness caused this to happen. Only the mental 
illness caused this, and nothing else,” King said.

Brauchler and King made their final appeals to jurors on 
Tuesday, but it was not clear whether deliberations would 
begin later in the day or on Wednesday morning.

Obama Calls For Shorter Jail Sentences
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Calling it an issue America can’t 

afford to ignore, President Barack Obama laid out an expan-
sive vision Tuesday for fixing the criminal justice system by 
focusing on communities, courtrooms and cellblocks. He 
announced a federal review of the use of solitary confinement 
and urged Congress to pass a sentencing reform bill by year’s 
end.

In a speech to the NAACP’s annual convention, Obama 
also called for voting rights to be restored to felons who have 
served their sentences, and said employers should “ban the 
box” asking job candidates about their past convictions. He 
said long mandatory minimum sentences now in place should 
be reduced — or discarded entirely.

“In far too many cases, the punishment simply doesn’t fit 
the crime,” Obama told a crowd of 3,300 in Philadelphia. Low-
level drug dealers, for example, owe a debt to society, but not 
a life sentence or 20-year prison term, he said.

With his speech to the prominent African-American advo-
cacy group, Obama sought to put a spotlight on the need for 
new legislation as he mounted a weeklong push on criminal 
justice reform. A day earlier, Obama commuted the sentences 
of 46 nonviolent drug offenders — the most commutations a 
president has issued on a single day in at least four decades.

Teen In Good Spirits After Plane Crash
SEATTLE (AP) — With her step-grandparents dead or dying 

in the burning wreckage of their small plane, 16-year-old Au-
tumn Veatch needed to somehow find her way off the remote, 
thickly forested Washington state mountainside where they 
crashed Saturday afternoon.

Bruised by the impact, singed by the fire, fearing an explo-
sion and knowing she couldn’t help the other victims, the girl 
did what she could: She headed down the steep slope, follow-
ing a creek to a river. She spent a night on a sand bar, where 
she felt safer. She drank small amounts of the flowing water, 
but worried she might get sick if she drank more.

She followed the river to a trail, and the trail to a highway. 
Two men driving by stopped and picked her up Monday after-
noon, bringing her — about two full days after the crash — to 
the safety of a general store in Mazama, a tiny town in north-
central Washington, near the east entrance of North Cascades 
National Park.

“We crashed, and I was the only one that made it out,” she 
told a 911 operator, after a store employee called for her. “I 
have a lot of burns on my hands, and I’m kind of covered in 
bruises and scratches and stuff.”

As authorities continued searching for the plane’s wreck-
age Tuesday, aided by clues Veatch provided, they also 
marveled at the wherewithal of a teenager who managed to 
survive — and to later joke from her hospital bed about how it 
was a good thing her dad made her watch the television show 
“Survivor.”

Government Shows Little Sign Of Change 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — For those who remember Colombia 

in the dark days of the 1990s, it’s all too familiar: The world’s 
most powerful drug lord slips out of prison, the beneficiary of 
his government’s refusal to extradite him and its inability to 
hold him.

When notorious Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar left 
his luxury prison near Medellin in 1992, the ensuing scandal 
set in motion changes: a renewal of extraditions to the U.S. 
and the hunting down and killing of Escobar a year later.

In Mexico, however, the weekend escape by Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman appears to have the governing party consult-
ing its old playbook of denial and finger-pointing.

Rather than address the complicity and corruption that 
most certainly allowed Guzman to slip from his high-security 
cell and out a mile-long tunnel rigged with lights and a motor-
cycle, Mexico’s interior secretary argued late Monday that the 
drug lord would have escaped any maximum-security prison 
in the world.

Iran Nuclear Deal: Fine ‘New 
Chapter’ Or ‘Historic Mistake’?

Pluto Up Close: Spacecraft Apparently Makes Successful Flyby
BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — In a day of 
both jubilation and tension, scientists 
waited anxiously Tuesday for NASA’s New 
Horizons spacecraft to send word across 
3 billion miles and confirm it got human-
ity’s first up-close look at Pluto. 

All indications were that the craft suc-
cessfully made its flyby, and a cheering, 
flag-waving celebration swept over the 
mission operations center in Maryland. 
But confirmation was not expected to 
reach Earth from the edge of the solar 
system for another 13 hours, or about 9 
p.m. EDT.

The unprecedented encounter was 
the last stop on NASA’s grand tour of the 
planets over the past half-century. New 
Horizons arrived at the small icy world af-
ter an epic journey that began 9 1/2 years 
ago, back when Pluto was still considered 
a full-fledged planet.

“This is truly a hallmark in human his-
tory,” said John Grunsfeld, NASA’s science 
mission chief. “It’s been an incredible 
voyage.”

According to NASA’s best calculations, 
the spacecraft the size of a baby grand 
piano swept to within 7,700 miles of Pluto 
at 31,000 mph. It was programmed to then 
go past the dwarf planet and begin study-
ing its far side.

To commemorate the moment of clos-
est approach, scientists released the best 
picture yet of Pluto, taken on the eve of 
the flyby.

Even better images will start “raining” 
down on Earth beginning Wednesday, 
promised principal scientist Alan Stern. 
But he cautioned everyone to “stay 
tuned” until New Horizons contacted 
home.

It takes 4 1/2 hours for signals to 
travel one-way between New Horizons 
and Earth. The I’ve-arrived message was 
due to go out late in the afternoon during 
a brief break in the spacecraft’s data-
gathering frenzy.

“We’re counting” on good news, said 
Stern, a Southwest Research Institute 
planetary scientist. “But there’s a little bit 
of drama because this is true exploration. 
New Horizons is flying into the unknown.”

Jim Green, NASA’s planetary science 

director, admitted to being “on pins and 
needles” while waiting for New Horizons 
to tell flight controllers, “I made it!”

Among the possible dangers: cosmic 
debris that could destroy the mission. But 
with the chances of a problem considered 
extremely low, scientists assembled at 
Johns Hopkins University’s Applied Phys-
ics Laboratory erupted in jubilation when 
the moment of closest approach occurred 
at 7:49 a.m. EDT. The lab is the space-
craft’s developer and manager.

Joining in the hoopla were the two 
children of the American astronomer who 
discovered Pluto in 1930, Clyde Tom-
baugh. (Some of his ashes are aboard the 
spacecraft.)

The White House and Congress offered 
congratulations, and physicist Stephen 
Hawking was among the scientists weigh-
ing in.

“Hey, people of the world! Are you pay-
ing attention?” planetary scientist Carolyn 
Porco, part of the New Horizons’ imaging 
team, said on Twitter. “We have reached 
Pluto. We are exploring the hinterlands of 
the solar system. Rejoice!”


