
BY STEVEN GUTKIN
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — Israeli com-
mandos rappelled down to an aid
flotilla sailing to thwart a Gaza
blockade on Monday, clashing
with pro-Palestinian activists on
the lead ship in a botched raid
that left at least nine passengers
dead.

Bloodied passengers sprawled
on the deck and troops dived into
the sea to save themselves during
several hours of hand-to-hand
fighting that injured dozens of
activists and six soldiers.
Hundreds of activists were towed
from the international waters to
Israeli detention centers and hos-
pitals.

International condemnation
was swift and harsh as Israel
scrambled to explain how what
was meant to be a simple takeover
of a civilian vessel went so badly
awry.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu abruptly canceled a
planned meeting with President
Barack Obama in Washington to
rush home. The global reaction
appeared likely to increase pres-
sure to end the embargo that has
plunged Gaza's 1.5 million resi-
dents deeper into poverty.

Most of the information about
what happened on the single ship
where violence broke out came
from Israel, which cut off all com-
munication to and from the
activists and provided testimony
and video evidence that its sol-
diers came under attack by
activists armed with metal rods,
knives, slingshots and two pistols
snatched from the troops.

Passengers reached at an
Israeli hospital and journalists
aboard the ship accused the sol-
diers of using excessive force. One
passenger, who identified himself
as American, spoke briefly with
reporters.

"I'm not violent. What I can tell
you is that there are bruises all
over my body. They won't let me
show them to you," he said before
he was pushed away by a security
escort.

A soldier identified only as a
sergeant told reporters at a mili-
tary briefing that the activists on
board "were armed with knives,
scissors, pepper spray and guns."
He said he was armed only with a
paintball rifle. "It was a civilian
paintball gun that any 12-year-old
can play with," he said. "I saw my
friends on the deck spitting
blood."

The high-seas confrontation
was a nightmare scenario for

Israel, which insisted its soldiers
were simply unprepared for what
awaited them on the Mavi
Marmara, the ship carrying 600 of
the 700 activists headed for Gaza.
Instead of carrying their regular
automatic rifles, the Israelis said
they went in with non-lethal paint-
ball guns and pistols they never
expected to use.

Israel intercepted the six ships
carrying some 10,000 tons of aid
for the isolated seaside territory,
which has been blockaded by
Israel for three years, with Egypt's
cooperation. The Israeli govern-
ment had urged the flotilla not to
try to breach the blockade before
the ships set sail from waters off
Cyprus on Sunday and offered to
take some aid in for them.

Israel has allowed ships
through five times, but has
blocked them from entering Gaza
waters since a three-week military
offensive against Gaza's Hamas
rulers in January 2009.

Key regional ally Turkey with-

drew its ambassador on Monday,
the U.N. Security Council held an
emergency session, the British for-
eign secretary demanded an end
to the blockade of Gaza, and
Jordan called Israel's raid a
"heinous crime."

An al-Jazeera journalist deliver-
ing a report before Israel cut com-
munications said Israel fired at the
vessel before boarding it. In one
web posting, a Turkish television
reporter on the boat cried out,
"These savages are killing people
here, please help" — a broadcast
that ended with a voice shouting
in Hebrew, "Everybody shut up!"

Al-Jazeera said that eight staff
members were detained while cov-
ering the story, and asked for the
Israeli government to release them
immediately.

The military said naval com-
mandos descending from a heli-
copter onto the deck of a Turkish-
flagged ship were assaulted by
armed activists. Military footage
showed activists swarming around

the commandos as they rappelled
from a helicopter one by one, hit-
ting them with sticks until they fell
to the deck, throwing one off the
ship and hurling what the military
said was a firebomb.
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Gunmen Kill 6 In Pakistan Hospital Assault
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — At least two gunmen disguised in

police uniforms attacked a hospital in the eastern Pakistani city of
Lahore late Monday, killing six people in a failed attempt to free a
captured militant being treated there, officials said.

The gunmen managed to escape but left without securing the
release of the militant, who was part of a group of gunmen who
attacked a minority sect in Lahore on Friday and killed 93 people,
said Rana Sanaullah, the law minister of Punjab province, where
Lahore is the capital.

The gunmen stormed Jinnah Hospital in a hail of gunfire shortly
before midnight Monday and briefly took several patients hostage,
Sanaullah said. One of the gunmen climbed on the roof to shoot at
police who surrounded the building.

Four of the six people killed in the attack were policemen, said
the Punjab police chief, Tariq Saleem. Another seven people were
wounded, he said.

Lahore has experienced a string of deadly attacks in the past
year by militants who have declared war on both the government
and minority groups in the country.

Russian Experts Review Korean Ship Probe 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korea broadened efforts

Monday to convince the world and its own public that North Korea
sank one of its warships, sharing evidence with Russian torpedo
experts and preparing a special briefing for influential bloggers and
Twitter personalities.

The persuasion campaign coincided with military exercises in
which thousands of South Korean troops practiced fending off an
attack from the North near the rivals’ tense border. The drill, which
the army said was routine and unrelated to the ship attack, involved
building and defending pontoon bridges that scores of tanks used to
cross a river as helicopters buzzed overhead.

The South is lobbying for support for U.N. action against the
North, blamed for torpedoing the Cheonan warship and killing 46
sailors in March. Winning Moscow’s backing would be vital because
Russia is a veto-holding permanent Security Council member and a
traditional ally of North Korea, which denies attacking the ship.

The Russian team — including torpedo and submarine experts —
arrived Monday and received a briefing on the Cheonan probe, con-
ducted by a multinational group of investigators. They were sched-
uled to examine the wreckage and visit the site of the alleged attack
before finishing their report June 7, said a Defense Ministry official
on condition of anonymity, citing department policy.

Konstantin Vnukov, Russia’s ambassador to South Korea, said,
“We are sending the experts to find out what exactly happened, who
has to take responsibility and who did it.”

Facebook Ban Officially Lifted In Pakistan  
LAHORE, Pakistan (AP) — Pakistan lifted a ban on Facebook on

Monday after officials from the social networking site apologized for
a page deemed offensive to Muslims and removed its contents, a top
information technology official said.

The move came almost two weeks after Pakistan imposed the
ban amid anger over a page that encouraged users to post images of
Islam’s Prophet Muhammad. Many Muslims regard depictions of the
prophet, even favorable ones, as blasphemous.

Facebook assured the Pakistani government that “nothing of this
sort will happen in the future,” Malik said.

Officials from the website could not immediately be reached for
comment. They said earlier the contents of the “Everybody Draw
Mohammed Day!” page did not violate Facebook’s terms.

Experts: Texas Textbooks Unlikely To Spread
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Publishing experts say fears that a new

conservative curriculum recently adopted for Texas schools will
have a strong influence on what ends up in textbooks read in other
states are overblown.

The Texas Board of Education last week approved placing greater
emphasis on the Judeo-Christian influences of the nation’s Founding
Fathers and teaching schoolchildren that the words “separation of
church and state” do not appear in the Constitution.

As the second-largest purchaser of textbooks behind California,
Texas has historically wielded enormous clout in deciding what
material appears in classrooms across the county.

But experts say it’s easier nowadays to create separate editions
of a textbooks to fit each need.
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