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GAYVILLE — There are high
hopes that it will be a productive
growing season at the Gayville
Community Garden.

“We want to give some, we
want to sell some and we want to
use some,” said volunteer Larry
Buffington.

The garden came about three
years ago through a $500 mini-
grant the Gayville-Volin School
received as part of the Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Program, and is
located between the school’s
parking lot and the Gayville
Memorial.

It’s a convenient location,
Buffington said.

“It’s by our (school) shop, so
it had access to water and a place
to sort tools,” he said. “It’s also a
piece of ground that was really
undeveloped. The school wasn’t
doing anything with it.”

The site is also the location of
the original Gayville-Volin School,
signs of which pop up occasional-
ly.

“As we go, we harvest the
crops, but we’re also picking up
bricks from the school,”
Buffington said. “Some of those
old bricks are still down there,
and they’re coming up out of the
ground. When you do some tilling
you can bring up an old school
brick. ...

“The first time we did this, we
got almost a pickup load of bricks
out of here,” he said.

The garden is not made up of
individual plots, but of a single
planting area anyone from the
community is invited to help
maintain. Some of the crops are
planted in early to mid-April, and
some at the conclusion of the
school year.

“We kind of shoot for April, on
or near Earth Day,” Buffington
said. “The kids are available for
that, and that’s an awareness day

for them. Then on the last day of
school, as part of our field day,
we plant the later crops.”

They are harvested “whenever
they’re ready,” he added.

“We’re really starting to get a
lot of community involvement
now,” Buffington said. “Anybody
is free, when it comes time to har-
vest, to come pick things out of
there. We just ask that if you
come to harvest some stuff, we
hope that you pull a few weeds,
too.”

There have been few problems
with the honor system in the
past, he said.

“I’ve really been impressed
and pleased, and even a little bit
surprised, that there hasn’t been
a lot of vandalism,” he said.

Buffington thanked the volun-
teers who have assisted in the
first round of planting, including
Dale Bye and Brian Emmick, who
have both tilled the ground; and
Greg and Tara Pirak, who have
donated corn. David Rabe has
also assisted at this stage.

Over the summer, students
from the Summer Enrichment
Program will help in maintaining
the grounds.

“They’ll help weed the garden
and get some education as to
what plants are which and what
fruits and vegetables they’ll
bear,” Buffington said.

At the end of the growing sea-
son, the gardeners want to hold a
farmer’s market in the school’s
parking lot, hopefully on Back to
School Night. 

But Gayville isn’t the only
community with a green thumb
— an additional grant has been
secured that will help Volin estab-
lish a similar garden, which will
be located across the street from
the city park.

“The property owner had told
us that we could put a garden in
there, and they are ready to
break ground as soon as we get
over there and have somebody
that can do it,” said volunteer

Barbara Egbert.
She said the garden will run

using the same system as
Gayville’s.

Buffington said he hopes the
Gayville Community Garden will
expand in the future.

“We eventually want to build a
garden tool shed, maybe some-
thing with a little greenhouse on
it,” he said.

Although there are only a few
sprouts in the garden at present,
Buffington said everyone is look-
ing forward to when the plants
are at their fullest.

“When the corn is up and the
crops are in behind that memori-
al, it’s kind of neat,” he said.

Anyone interested in working
in the community garden is
encouraged to first inform the
tellers Gayville’s CorTrust Bank.
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Today, June 3, 2010, is National Hunger Awareness Day, the grassroots movement to raise awareness 
about the solvable problem of hunger in America. This day serves as a platform for domestic hunger-r elief 
organizations to raise awareness about hunger in America, and more specifically, in Yankton.

 INN 2009,, 2,1455 HOUSEHOLDS
  (6,5833 INDIVIDUALS)) WEREE SERVEDD BY
  THEE CONTACTT CENTERR FOODD PANTRY!
The Contact Center is an emergency assistance 

agency, serving the greater Yankton area since 
1974. The Food Pantry provides a three-day supply 
of basic food items to families and individuals on 
an as-needed basis. Additionally, fruit baskets are 
prepared and delivered to shut-ins. Funding and 
support for the Food Pantry comes from area 
churches, schools, organizations, businesses and 
from individual donations!

To help in the fight against hunger,
contributions may be sent or delivered to:

Contact Center
321 W. Third Street
Yankton, SD 57078

Harry Lane
Electrical Contractor
1600 E. 39th St., Yankton 

•Commercial •Residential •Farm Wiring
•Prompt Service •Quality Work 

•Competitive Prices
New Construction or Remodeling

Home: 665-6612 • Mobile: 661-1040

2301 Broadway
665-6200
Yankton

Gary’s Repair
& Towing
Light, Medium & 

Heavy Duty Towing

2100 SD Hwy 314
Yankton

665-4351

907 Broadway Ave
Yankton, SD 57078

• Auto   • Doors  • Commercial
• Residential      • Windows
• Shower Doors • Mirrors

Harding Glass

 605-665-3616

M.T. & R.C. SMITH
INSURANCE

Serving the area since 1949.
Home, Auto, Business,

Life, Bonds

204 W. 4th
Yankton, SD
665-3611

665-1902
2100 Broadway, Yankton Mall

Daily Lunch Specials

1702 Broadway Ave
 665-5925

PREMIUM
BEST

TRANSPORT
1501 Wek Road

Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9202

2500 Alumax Road
Yankton

605-665-6063

W. 21st St. 
665-9311

Yankton, SD 57078
 665-4685

900 Whiting Drive
Yankton, SD 57078

FREE Truck & Driver 
With Move-In

On-Site Manger • Security Gate
Fenced Facility • Overhead Doors

Lighted • 7 Different Sizes Available

605-665-4207
1501 West City Limits Rd • Yankton, SD

Jim & Pam Cunningham, Owners

Fox Run
Quik Lube

Your 10-minute oil change 
center! No appt. needed!

       Tom & Sharon 

  Christensen, Owners

2501 Fox Run Parkway
665-1810

Assisted Living

2903 Douglas • 2905 Douglas 

Yankton, SD • 605-665-7255

When You’re Here You’re Home.

www.autumnwindsyankton.com

GAYVILLE-VOLIN MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL 

Perfect Attendance 
(no tardies or absences)
• High School — Cameron

Coke
• Middle School — Danielle

Dangel, Hannah Rolfs, Kaley
Ulmer

High Academic Honor Roll 
(3.60/above semester GPA)

• High School — Brittany
Anderson, Taylor Anderson,
Adam Brewer, Luke
Buffington, Cameron Coke,
Donald Crump, Parker
Erickson, Bailey Gullikson,
Johnathan Guy, Julia Haack,
Natalie Harkness, Stacy
Hirsch, Nicholas Huber,
Trevor Huber, William Larsen,
Dillon Logue, Alison Petrik,
Jamie Richter

• Middle School — Zachary
Anderson, Alec Barta, Kelia
Barta, Caitlyn Brewer,
Matthew Buckman, Genevieve
Clark, Danielle Dangel, Alexis
Ellison, Nicole Guy, Rachel
Haas, Jammie Hoffman, Viola
Ishmael, Hannah Rolfs, Lisa
Rolfs, Rochelle Smith,
Brandon VanOsdel

Academic Honor Roll 
(3.00 - 3.59 semester GPA)
• High School — Kelsey

Anderson, Michael Blassl,
Kaleb Christopherson, Austen
Doty, Ross Goeden, Ian
Hargan, Jared Hjelm, Brittney
Huber, Samantha Kasuske,
Tyler Kasuske, Kyle Kocmick,
Brandon Lee, Meghan Rice,
Trever Taggart, Brittany
Ziegler

• Middle School — Tyler
Adams, Dylan Andal, Jacob
Anderson, Stephen Bergeson,
Adisson Bertrand, Shandra
Hanson, Keisha Henson,
James Hoffman, DaNeila
Jensen, Steven Kemp,
Cassandra Lee, Justin Logue,
Miranda Mellegaard, Morgan
Nielson, Rachel Pokorney,
Vanessa Ryken, Alex Taggart,
Kaley Ulmer

S C H O L A S T I C SGayville Community Garden Blooms 
Mini-Grant Sows The Seeds

For Popular Gardening Project

COURTESY PHOTOS
Members of Mrs. Schoenfelder’s second grade class are shown doing some planting in the Gayville
community garden on the last day of school recently. The garden has proven to be a popular com-
munity project. Below, a student “samples” some of the produce from last year’s garden.


