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Miracles: A Dog’s Vision Of Paradise

BY TOBIN BARNES

[ have a dog’s vision of para-
dise in my house. It’s a virtual
manifestation.

Now don’t get me wrong. |
don’t believe in magic anymore,
but my dog most certainly does.

As for me, long ago [ realized
that even when extraordinary
things happen, there’s always a
perfectly reasonable explanation,
even if we don’t know what that
might be when it happens. It’s kind
of...oh well, someday we’ll figure
out the why and the wherefore. It’s
just a matter of time and science.

That’s not the reality my dog
Molly is living, however. From her
viewpoint, just about everything is
miraculous. Dogs, I think, live a life
of wonder, which has its negatives
and its positives.

The negatives include Molly’s
inability to rationalize the terror of
thunder and lightning. These and
other natural phenomena she just
has to hunker down and endure,
like why the heck that mean dog
plagues her existence when she
just wants to be friendly.

Well...they're
wondrous and
innumerable, like
a veritable host of
angels. Alleluia!
Those positives
| begin and end
with humans,
which, to dogs,
are spiritual
avatars of divini-

Barnes

ty.

It’s like the witticism, “A dog
thinks: Hey, these people I live
with feed me, love me, provide me
with a nice warm, dry house, pet
me, and take good care of me.
They must be gods!”

But then “a cat thinks: Hey,
these people I live with feed me,
love me, provide me with a nice
warm, dry house, pet me, and take
good care of me. [ must be a god!”

We used to have cats, but now
we have a dog—maybe for self-
esteem reasons. After all, as
Holbrook Jackson said, “Man is a
gog’s idea of what God should
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And, evidently, we're fitting the

bill.

bowl, it makes our dog excited—
so much so that it’s like Molly’s
thinking: “Hey, that’s just what I
wanted!” And when we take her
for a walk, she’s absolutely
thrilled and seems to be thinking,
“Hey, that’s just what I wanted!”
And when the gas stove comes
on after it’s gotten a little chilly
and Molly goes to lie in front of it,
it's kinda like, “Hey, this place is
perfect. It’s just what [ wanted.”

As an unknown author has
said, “The dog is the only animal
that has seen his god.”

To Molly, we are it—perhaps
in some sort of dogmatic duality.

Not only that, but we provide
her with intermittent visions of
heaven...and that’s every time we
open the refrigerator door.

Nirvana is right there in
Molly’s glistening eyes and in her
absolutely rapt worshipful devo-
tion. As I open the door, it’s as if [
have said, “Let there be light,” and
there it is, displaying everything a
dog could ever want.

But then the door closes again
and the vision ends, as all visions
must.

The door stands in the way
until the gods open it again—not
only the door to heaven but all
those darned doors.

['ll never forget the Gary
Larson “Far Side” cartoon of these
dog scientists dressed in lab coats
(no pun intended) conducting
experiments and writing mathe-
matical equations on a blackboard
trying to decipher the complexi-
ties of opening a door knob.

Alas, this and so much else is
out of reach of dogs, but one
thing most certainly is firmly in
their control: bringing uncondi-
tional companionship into our
lives.

As Samuel Butler said, “The
great pleasure of a dog is that you
may make a fool of yourself with
him and not only will he not scold
you, but he will make a fool of
himself too.”

Amen

Tobin Barnes, a high school English
teacher, gets his skewed viewpoints of life
from staring too much at Crow Peak, which
looms above his home a few miles outside
Spearfish.
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Muffler Is Growing Hair

BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:

Recently while looking in my
tailpipe, I noticed a small
amount of what appeared to be
human hair sticking out. [ began
to pull on it, and at least 10 feet
of strung-out human hair came
out! How, where and why did it
get in there? It’s a 1996 Saab. -
Harris

TOM: Well, Harris, you've dis-
covered where the Hair Club for
Men gets its replacement locks.
When they put you on the list,
and say they’re waiting for a
donor, they're out snooping
around supermarket parking
lots.

RAY: It DOES look like human
hair, Harris, but it’s really just
plastic. It's sound-deadening
material that’s used inside cer-
tain mufflers to slow down the
exhaust and muffle the engine
noise.

TOM: And when a muffler
gets worn out, the insulation can
start to escape and work its way
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CLICK & CLACK

looks like you've run over ZZ
Top and are dragging them down
the street under your car.

RAY: So you need to replace
your muffler, Harris. It’s not
urgent, but you want to do it
before it gives up all of its hair -
and looks like me!

Got a question about cars?
Write to Click and Clack in care
of this newspaper, or e-mail
them by visiting the Car Talk
Web site at www.cartalk.com.

And the positives? Whenever we put food in her down the exhaust pipe’ until it © 2010, King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Who is this
person that
turns “50” on
June 5*?

(Hint: He is a farmer

and his last name
is Schmidt.)
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Mr. & Mrs. Ulmer

\

50™ Anniversary
The children of Ewald and

| Joann Ulmer will be hosting an
| open house in celebration of the
| couple’s 50" wedding
| anniversary. The open house will

be held on June 12, 2010, from

1 p.m.-3 p.m. at the First
Lutheran Church gathering room
located at 327 S. Dakota Ave., in

Sioux Falls, SD.

The couple requests no gifts.

R

Slemp-Ray

Katie Slemp and Robbie
Ray of Gayville, SD, were
married April 17, 2010, at an
outdoor ceremony at Beaches

Call him at |
660-4564
and wish him
a Happy 50"
Birthday! _

Resort in Negril, Jamaica. Makiya
Ray, daughter of the groom, was
the flower girl.

Parents of the couple are Louise

- Slemp, John and Kim Slemp,

Leann Johnson and Doug and Sue
Ray, all of Yankton, SD.

Nicole Mueller Kyle Katterhagen

MIZZOU GRADUATES ANNOUNCED

Candyce Racyne Larsen, daugh-
ter of Shelly Larsen-Corbit and Lance
Corbit, received a Masters of Health
Administration and a Gerontology
Certificate from the University of
Missouri, Columbia (Mizzou) on May
14, 2010. Candyce graduated from
the University of South Dakota in
2007 with a Bachelor of Science in
Health Administration and was a 2003

graduate of Yankton High School. She

has accepted a position with Golden
Living.
OLTMANNS RECEIVES AUGUSTANA
LEADERSHIP AWARD

SIOUX FALLS — Augustana
College is pleased to announce that
Kelsey Oltmanns from Yankton and
senior at Crofton High School, is the
recipient of the Augustana Leadership
Award.
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custom
window coverings

Unique collection of exquisite
window coverings designed to
coordinate with the painted
walls of your home.
*Honeycomb Shades
*Roller Shades
*Wood Blinds
*Faux Wood Blinds

Exclusively for..

A

Benjamin Moore
Paints

Yankton Paint
& Decorating

406 Broadway, Yankton, 665-5032

KNOWLEDGE IS PREVENTION

after lung cancer.

wall of the colon or rectum.)

early, when treatment works best.

+ Both men and women are at risk.

N

Physician Owned

olon Gancer
Awareness

Some Important Facts You Should Know
About Colorectal Cancer!

- Colorectal cancer is the second leading cancer killer in the United States

+ More than one-third of colorectal cancer deaths could be avoided if people
over 50 had regular screening tests.
+ Most colorectal cancers begin as polyps. (Polyps are growths on the inner

- People who have polyps or colorectal cancer do not always have symptoms.
+ Screening tests are so important because they can find colorectal cancer

+ When colorectal cancer is detected in the earliest stage of the disease
(Stage 1), the survival rate is greater than 90 percent.

+ Colorectal cancer is one of the most preventable cancers. Screening tests
can help prevent colorectal cancer by finding pre-cancerous polyps so they
can be removed before they turn into cancer.

-+ Risk increases as we age. The risk of developing colorectal cancer
increases with age. In fact, most cases (92%) occur in people 50 and older.

Dr. Lisa Miller wii discuss colon cancer

screenings and treatment.
Monday, June 7

7:00 p.m.
Lewis & Clark Specialty Hospital

and open to the pubilic.

———,-—'
LEWIS & CLARK  200tFoxRun Paray,
Specialty Hospital 605-665-5100

www.lewisandclarkspecialty.com

Lisa A Miller, MD

This seminar is free

PSST...THE SECRET 2/
TO A GOOD NIGHT'S #
SLEEP IS IN... y

Branict

THE MATTRESS! \\,

Let us help you find the perfect )
mattress for a dreamy night of rest. £

Everyday Low Prices, :
Exceptional Value i\

& Floor Covering

()
; We 207 W. 3rd St. e Yankton, SD e 665-5625

1100 W. Cherry St. ® Vermillion, SD e 624-8688
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