
Vermillion, the runners contin-
ued their spiritual quest by run-
ning to Sioux Falls on Saturday.
They arrived in Flandreau on
Sunday, and were scheduled to
arrive in Pipestone Monday
evening.

John Rouse, a member of the
Yankton Sioux Tribe, was among
the runners who covered
Friday's route from Greenwood
to Vermillion by taking turns
running relays. A caravan of sev-
eral vehicles followed, carrying
camping supplies. Women and
young children who also were
part of this spiritual quest rode
along and provided needed sup-
port.

“Just to get up and start run-
ning again was probably the
hardest thing, but after you run
that first mile, things start loos-
ening up. I ran six miles today,”
Rouse said.

It's not the first time mem-
bers of the Yankton Sioux Tribe
have made this run.

“We had made this run every
year from 1986 through 1994,
protesting the sale and the
exploitation of the sacred
stone,” Rouse said.

Allen Hare, one of the run’s
organizers and a transportation
planner for the Yankton Sioux
Tribe, said the National Park
Service is attempting to limit
access to sacred sites to pre-
serve resources, and tribes want
to maintain year-round access.
While at the meeting, Yankton
Sioux officials and runners also
want to protest the sale of trin-
kets made from pipestone.

Spiritual  stories that have

long been a part of the Sioux's
beliefs address the cultural
importance of the Pipestone
region to American Indians. A
Brule Sioux legend, told by Lame
Deer to Richard Erados, in
Winner in 1969, was narrated in
the book, American Indian Myths
and Legends. 

When the world was freshly
made, according to the narrative,
Unktehi the water monster fought
the people and created a great
flood, whose waters engulfed the
lands. Perhaps the Great Spirit,
Wakan Tanka, was angry with his
human children, for he allowed
Unktehi to win, and the waters
rose in wrath over the new earth.
Soon everything was under water
except the hill next to the loca-
tion where the sacred red pipe-
stone quarry is today. 

The people climbed up to
save themselves, but it was no
use. The rising waters swept over
the hill, and falling rocks
smashed down upon the people,
killing everyone except one girl
who was saved by a big eagle,
Wanblee Galeshka, who flew her
to the only safe spot, the highest
stone pinnacle in the Black Hills.
From this union descended the
nation of the Lakota Oyate, the
eagle nation. As for the other
people who died, their red blood
turned to pipestone, and created
the pipestone quarry, which
became sacred, as it was formed
from the blood of the ancestors.
That is why the pipes made from
the red rock are sacred.

“In our spiritual life, we have a
prayer pipe,” Hare said. “The
stone that we use to make that
pipe comes from only one place,
and that's at Pipestone. The
stone is used by all of the tribes,
and it's sacred, but right now we
have people who have been mak-
ing trinkets out of that stone for
the last 50 years. They are deplet-

ing our spiritual resources.”
One of the goals of the run is

to try to convince people to stop
using the pipestone as a common
commercial building product.

“Once we get to Pipestone, we
are having a tribal consultation
meeting that will includes tribes
and the National Park Service
over access to sacred sites,” Hare
said. “They (the NPS) want to
limit the native people access to
some of the pipestone, and what
we want to do is try to convince
them that we need access to the
stone 24/7.”

The sacred pipe made of pipe-
stone, he said, is as important to
the spiritual life of the Sioux peo-
ple as the symbol of the cross is
to Christians, Hare said. 

“We pray to the Great Spirit
using the pipe, and we put all of
prayers in that pipe, and smoke
it, and our prayers go to God in
that way,” he said. 

Difficulty in raising adequate
funds had postponed the run for
several years, he noted. Rouse is
glad to be among the group of
tribal members out this year,
spreading the word once again
about this important issue.

“The pipestone is actually the
blood of our people – 'the way' is
what we call it,” Rouse said. The
non-sacred use of the pipestone,
he said, is similar to the desecra-
tion of cemetery. 

“That's the best way that I can
describe it to you,” Rouse said.
“That's how we feel about it. And
we're trying to do something
peaceful to get our message
across.

“Rightfully, we are the caretak-
ers of that area according to oral
history, and we've been going by
that for thousands of years now,
and the modern world doesn't
want to grasp that,” he said.
Much of the economic livelihood
of the community of Pipestone,

Rouse said, is based on the quar-
rying and selling of the stone.

American Indians have been
quarrying the stone at the monu-
ment for at least 3,000 years. 

“The most sacred thing that
we hold in the way of our rituals
and spiritual life is the pipe,”
Hare said. “It is like a conduit to
God.”

Attempts to contact Curt
Frain, chief of visitor services at
the Pipestone National
Monument, were unsuccessful
Friday.

While the park is open to visi-
tors from all across the world,
the quarries themselves are only
open to members of recognized
Indian tribes with federally regu-
lated quarry permits.

Hare said the Yankton Sioux
Tribe was able to make some
progress in the 1980s when it first
began this spiritual run. “People
kind of got our message, but poli-
tics and the economics of the
(Pipestone,MN) area that relies
on the stone has pushed that
message to the side,” he said.
“The whole city of Pipestone
relies on the stone for its econo-
my and for tourism.

“They sell a lot of it to
tourists,” Hare said. “That's what
we don't like. We have been see-
ing our sacred way of life dese-
crated for so long, it makes our
people weak as a whole. If we
can, through this pipestone run,
get something back, that will
strengthen us spiritually and
make us a whole people once
again.”
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HOW TO BUY 
A MATTRESS

1. Buy the best
2. Pay the least
3. Get a 32” TV
4. Free local               

 delivery

5. Free set-up
6. Free removal
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SPECIAL PURCHASESPECIAL PURCHASEECIALPSPECIAL PURCHASEECIAL P

FREE
32” 

Toshiba LCD HDTV
With select mattress set purchase.

Limited Quantities.
With select m

Limi

Step up to brand name luxuryryyyySteppp uppp to brand name luxurStep up to brand name luxu

Perfect Sleeper Firm

$$12991299
Queen set — King Set $1799

FREE
32” 
LCD TV

FREE
32” 
LCD TV

FiFiFiFiFiiFiFiFi

FREE
32” 
LCD TV

M
EMORY FOAM INSID

E
Mattress 1st

Ultra Plush Euro Top

$999
Queen set

FREE 32” LCD TV 
included!

FURNITURE & FLOORING

F U R N I T U R E  
& F L O O R I N G

“Your Home’s Best Friend”

www.hatchfurniture.com 109 E. 3rd • Yankton, SD
 605-665-4416 
800-798-4663

M-F 10-6 Sat 10-5 
Closed Sundays 

Evenings by appointment 
Visit us on Facebook

Perfect Sleeper Eurotop

$$12991299
Queen set — King Set $1799

Perfect Day Firm or Plush

$$14991499
Queen set — King Set $1999
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Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every 

section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number.

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

Check tomorrow’s paper for the
solution to today’s puzzle.

Yesterday’s Solution

EASY

CH BOOK 7 #6

EA BOOK 7 #7

23 rd & Bro a d w a y•Y a n kto n
6 6 5 -4 3 83

$6 25
M on-Sat
11am -2pm

Day Camp

Grades – going into 3rd through 8th
$10.00 • Register @ www.cityofyankton.org 

June 29 and 30
9:00 am to 12:00 pm (6/29)
9:00 am to 1:00 pm (6/30)
Featuring a Concert at 12:00 PM

Yankton College Alumni Hall 
(south end of the Summit Center)

POWER BALL
The winning numbers drawn

Saturday night in Powerball are:
18-34-40-48-59
Powerball: 25
Estimated jackpot: $20 Million.
Power Play: 4

WILD CARD 2
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the
“Wild Card 2” game were:

07-08-23-26-30, Wild Card: KS

HOT LOTTO
The winning numbers drawn

Saturday night in “Hot Lotto” are:
1-5-15-19-29
Hot Ball 18
Estimated jackpot: $1.1 Million.

‘MYDAY’
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the
Nebraska Lottery’s “MyDaY” game
were:

Month: 11, Day: 10, Year: 49

‘PICK 5’ 
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the
Nebraska Lottery’s “Pick 5” game
were:

03-11-19-20-23

‘PICK 3’
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the
Nebraska Lottery’s “Pick 3” game
were:

8-7-3

‘2 BY 2’
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the “2
By 2” game were:

Red Balls: 8-25, White Balls: 16-
25

Top Prize $22,000.

‘DAKOTA CASH’
The winning numbers in

Saturday evening’s drawing of the
South Dakota Lottery’s “Dakota
Cash” game were:

04-17-18-27-33
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75 YEARS AGO
Friday, June 7, 1935

• Scores of panic-stricken spec-
tators fled screaming for exits as a
circus elephant stampeded
through a row of bleachers at the
Atterbury Brothers show here yes-
terday, killing a 9-year-old girl and
injuring a score of persons before
docilely submitting to capture.

• Search for the kidnappers of
George Weyerhauesuer spread
today to San Francisco and
Montana as a high Department Of
Justice official assumed direct
command of the hunt.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, June 7, 1960

• Yankton’s population increase
this year was exceeded percentage-
wise, by only 14 of the 61 cities in
South Dakota having 1,000 or more
population, a preliminary report on
the 1960 census by the Bureau of the
Census indicates. The city’s popula-
tion gain, from 7,709 in 1950 to 9,130

in 1960 is an 18.4 percent increase.
• It was a beautiful day in

Yankton for today’s primary elec-
tion, but there was only a small
turnout for the first three hours the
polls were open in most of the city’s
seven precincts.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, June 7, 1985

• Interest peaked at Wednesday’s
South Dakota Board Of Regents
meeting when the University Of
South Dakota Nursing Department
head said she’d been told USD
President Joseph McFadden had
turned down a gubernatorial offer of
$190,000 to save the department.
However, Gov. William Janklow said
Thursday no firm offer had been
made before the Regents voted 6-2
to end the nursing program at USD.

• The Foundation of Yankton
College, hoping to become the
connection between YC and her
9,000 alumni around the world,
opened this week.
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