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Volin Turtle Races Ready To Race To The Finish Line

BY TRAVIS GULBRANDSON
travis.gulbrandson@yankton.net

VOLIN — This weekend, the main street of one
area town will be crowded with people, music and
tiny reptiles.

That’s because the annual Volin Turtle Races will
be taking place this Saturday.

“We want to get the word out to the people who've
never come before that they should come and check
it out, to see what we've got to offer,” said Janet Haas,
member of the Volin Turtle Races Committee.

The race itself will begin at noon, but other events
are scheduled throughout the day. These include
parades, a hay auction, dances and more.

The Volin Turtle Races were inspired by an event
that used to be sponsored by the Jaycees, which also
provided the painted turtles used in the race.

“(The organizers) went to Nebraska and got them,
and you can’t do that anymore,” Haas said. “You can'’t
go across the state line and (take them). We've got a
guy north of town with a pond, and we collect turtles
from there.”

Participants can bring their own turtles, or use
turtles provided by the committee.

“It's a $3 registration whether they bring their own
or use one of ours,” said committee treasurer Sandy
Logan. “All of ours get turned loose again, back out to
the pond when it’s finished.”

The race itself takes place in a big circle on Main
Street.

“You'd be surprised how fast some of them can
go,” Logan said.

“When the road gets hot, they can move pretty
quick,” Haas added.

The committee members said the festival was
brought back five or six years ago as a way communi-
ty members could get together and enjoy themselves.

“We try to do most of the same things that were
done (years ago), that we can remember,” said com-
mittee secretary Shelly Haas.

However, new events are added periodically, such
as the hay auction.

This year will be the first to feature a dunk-tank.

“We've tried the past couple of years, but it never
worked out for us, but this year we finally got volun-
teers to sit in the dunk tank. So hopefully thatll work
out,” Janet Haas said.

Past festivals have also featured honorees, and
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BREAKFAST

THIS SUNDAY
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs,
Ham or Sausage, Milk,
Juice or Coffee

VEW.~
209 Cedar

Thursday
4-7pm — Hamburger/
Pizzaburger & Fries $5.00
6-7pm — Domestic Beers
$1.00

Friday

Pork Chop w/Sauerkraut
or Menu
Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday

Kenny Carlow
Serving from Menu 5:30-8:00
Singles Dance — Basement

Country Brew Band

TRAVIS GULBRANDSON/P&D

Corey Logan, Shelly Jorgensen and Shelly Haas of the Volin Turtle Races Committee view pictures from past
races. This year’s event is set to take place Saturday.

this year that distinction is held by Volin Fire and
Rescue.

“I think it’s very important just to let them know
that we appreciate them and all that they've done for
our community,” said committee member Shelly
Jorgensen. They're very important for the communi-
ty, so that’s why we're doing it.”

Attendance fluctuates, but has grown steadily as
the years progressed.

“It all depends on what kind of day it is,” Janet
Haas said. “If it’s kind of rainy, we mightt not got as
many, but lately our crowds have been pretty fair.”

Committee vice president Paul Jorgensen said the
reason for the event’s success is simple: “It brings
everybody together.”

“You get people from a lot of other communities,
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Q\ Shows at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Matinee at 2:00 p.m.

For tickets, call the Dakota

like Yankton, Wakonda and Gayville who come to
enjoy the day,” Janet Haas said.

“You get to see people that you don’t get to see on
a daily basis. It’s nice,” Logan added.

Planning the event takes the entire year.

“As soon as we get done this year, we'll start plan-
ning for next year,” Janet Haas said. “The date is a big
thing, because when we contact vendors, they need a
good six months in advance so that they know where
they’re going and what it is. We try to give them as
much of an advance as we can.”

Volunteers are always needed, and interested per-
sons can contact any of the committee members for
more information.

“It's a community thing. We want to get as many
people involved as we can,” Haas said.
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20, & 25-27

Tickets
$16 Adults
$8 Children

Theatre in Yankfon

605-665-4711
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LEWIS & CLARK RECREATION ARFA  605-668-2985
RESORT  605-665-2680
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NO PARK PASS NEEDED FOR MAGILLY’S

* MARINA 605-665-3111

rlewisandclarkpark.com

Fresh Oysters On The Half Shell ~

LIVE MUSIC

June 11* « RUST ¢ 9PM-Midnight
June 12 « MIKE & JAY

Volin Turtle Races
Schedule Of Events

8:30 A.M. — PARADE LINE-UP

Line-up will begin at 8:30 a.m.

Parade entries are free, and can be
made by calling committee president
Corey Logan at (605) 660-6006.

Parade marshals are Orvin and
Marie Oien.

10 A.M. — PARADE

TURTLE RACES
Begin immediately following the
parade on main street.
HORSESHOE CONTEST

Begin as soon as the parade is
finished.

HAY AUCTION

Following the conclusion of the
turtle races, a hay auction will be
held, with proceeds to going toward a
scholarship fund.

Donations can be made by calling
Corey Logan or Paul Jorgensen at
(605) 857-1312.

5 P.M. — RAFFLE

A drawing for a 32-inch Samsung
LCD HDTV will be held.

Tickets are on sale now, and will
be available in the park all day.

6-8 P.M. — BLACK CATS DANCE
Dance will be held in the city park.
9 P.M.-1 A.M. — STREET DANCE
Go Figure will be performing.

Other activities and vendors will
be in the town hall and park through-
out the day.
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Summer Sensations
are here!

Enjoy Summer Sensations, a special
menu created with the bounty
of summer’s most flavorful ingredients.

Our Berry Chicken Salad or
Cherry Port Pork Medallions and
Roasted Peach Cobbler are just a few
of the featured chef-inspired dishes
bursting with flavor from the freshest
fruits and vegetables the season offers!

Come taste Summer Sensations
at Minervas Grill and Bar today.
Hurry in Summer doesn'’t last long.

While Supplies Last!

9PM-Midnight

Get AgNotes Updates On Neighbars On Line: www.yankton.net




