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PHOTO OF THE DAY
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Vermillion catcher Chase Meierkort fields a bunt during
Wednesday's VFW Teener doubleheader against the Yankton Grey
Sox at Riverside Stadium. (Jeremy Hoeck/P&D)

AREA DIGEST

Ackman 22nd In NCAA Discus

EUGENE, Oregon — Sarah Ackman’s second shot at the NCCA
Outdoor Track and Field Championships fell short Wednesday in
Eugene, Ore. Ackman ended her season with a throw of 146 feet
five inches, placing 22nd out of 24 throwers.

She advanced to the NCAA Outdoor Championships with a
ninth-place finish at the NCAA West Regional in Austin, Texas, on
May 28, with a throw of 166-9.

Ackman qualified for the regional with her first-place toss of
163-10 at the SDSU Twilight April 27. The throw was ranked 27th
nationally, securing one of the top-48 spots in the regional.

Ackman placed in the top-four in two events at the Summit
League Championships May 13-15. She placed third in the discus
with a throw of 156-9 and fourth in the shot put with a toss of 43-
4.25.

A year ago, Ackman advanced past the NCAA Midwest
Regioanl to become the first SDSU athlete to qualify for the NCAA
Championships at the Division | level. She placed 21st in the pre-
liminary round of the discus with a toss of 155-8, missing the finals
by less than 10 feet.

Ackman is the indoor and outdoor school record holder in the
shot put and also holds the indoor record in the weight throw and
outdoor record in the discus.

Ackman’s event concludes the outdoor season, as well as her
career with the Jacks.

Six Nominated For SDHSAA Seat

PIERRE (AP) — Six candidates have been nominated for a
vacancy on the South Dakota High School Activities Association
board of directors.

The open position is for a school board member from schools
with enrollments of 330 or less.

SDHSAA schools will choose from among Sue Christensen of
Beresford, Steve Dick of West Central, Darvin Dickhaut of Redfield,
Kelly McCollam of Mobridge-Pollock, Paul Richter of New
Underwood and Todd Trask of Wall.

Curt Hart, a school board member from Hanson, leaves the
board on July 1.

The association held a special meeting Tuesday to take nomina-
tions after none was made during its annual meeting in April.

Bryan Standout Headed To MMC

Omaha (Nebraska) Bryan outfielder J.D. Urban will attend
Mount Marty College and play baseball for the Lancers, the institu-
tion announced.

Urban was an Honorable Mention Super State selection
(Lincoln Journal Star), Honorable Mention All-State selection
(Omaha World Herald) and 2nd Team All-Metro selection during his
junior and senior seasons. He was also named Academic All-State
in his junior and senior seasons. He was a member of the District
A-4 runner-up team in 2008 and the District A-4 championship
team in 2009.

This past season, he was recognized by Collegiate Baseball
Newspaper as on of the top high school collegiate prospects in the
state of Nebraska. He batted .436 with 36 runs batted in this past
spring.

“JD fits the mold of the players that | like to bring into this pro-
gram,” said MMC head baseball coach Andy Bernatow. “JD has
performed at a high level both athletically and academically during
his high school career. He looks to have the ability to make an
immediate impact at the varsity level for the Lancers.

“JD is one of the better players in the Omaha Metro area and
one of the top high school outfielders in the state of Nebraska. He
possesses many physical tools that should allow for a quick transi-
tion into college baseball. He runs well, has a strong throwing arm,
is an outstanding defensive outfielder and is a solid offensive play-
er. | am eager to have him join the program and am pleased to have
the opportunity to work with him.”

Urban plans to major in recreation management at Mount
Marty College, where he will receive a Trustee Scholarship and
Baseball Award Scholarship. He is the son of Jeffrey and Sarcha
Urban of Omaha.

Booster Club Meeting Monday

The Yankton High School Adult Athletic Booster Club will meet
Monday, June 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the Summit Activities Center.

The public is invited to attend. For more information, contact
Randy Lien at 665-0955.

AREA CALENDAR

Thursday, June 10

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Freeman at Lesterville (7:30 p.m.); Irene at
Menno (7:30 p.m.)

GOLF, JUNIOR Avera-Austad’s Junior Tour at Brookings CC

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ Yankton Yellow Jackets at Yankton Lightning
(DH, 6 p.m.); Elk Point at Yankton Shamrocks (DH, 6 p.m.)

Friday, June 11

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Crofton at Tabor (7:30 p.m., KVHT-FM);
Wynot at Scotland (7:30 p.m.)

BASEBALL, LEGION Milt Simmons Tourn. at Sioux Falls (Yankton)

BASEBALL, VFW TEENER Yankton Tourn. (Yankton Grey Sox vs.
Wagner, 1 p.m.; Yankton Black Sox vs. Wagner, 3 p.m. Yankton Grey Sox
vs. Norfolk, 5 p.m.; Yankton Black Sox vs. Norfolk, 7 p.m.)

GOLF, JUNIOR Avera-Austad’s Junior Tour at Arrowhead CC, Rapid
City

Saturday, June 12

BASEBALL, LEGION Milt Simmons Tourn. at Sioux Falls (Yankton)

BASEBALL, VFW TEENER Yankton Tourn. (Yankton Grey Sox vs.
Yankton Black Sox, 11 a.m.; Wagner vs. Norfolk, 1 p.m.; Third — 3 p.m,;
Championship — 5 p.m.); Mitchell Tourn. (Yankton Lakers)

FOOTBALL, AMATEUR Nebraska Wolfpack at Yankton (5:30 p.m.)

GOLF, SDGA Two-Man Championships at Moccasin Creek GC,
Aberdeen

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ Yankton Invitational (Yankton Spitfire, Yankton
Lightning, Yankton Yellowjackets, Yankton Shamrocks)

Sunday, June 13

BASEBALL, AMATEUR Crofton at Scotland (7:30 p.m.); Menno at
Lesterville (7:30 p.m.); Wynot at Irene (7:30 p.m.); Yankton at Tabor (7:30
p.m.)
BASEBALL, LEGION Milt Simmons Tourn. at Sioux Falls (Yankton)
BASEBALL, VFW TEENER Mitchell Tourn. (Yankton Lakers)

GOLF, SDGA Two-Man Championships at Moccasin Creek GC,
Aberdeen

SOFTBALL, GIRLS’ Yankton Invitational (Yankton Spitfire, Yankton
Lightning, Yankton Yellowjackets, Yankton Shamrocks)

M Get Updates At Yankton Online
(www.yankton.net)
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Body Shop

We guarantee that everything we do is done in

a professional and hassle-free manner. We don't
see our customers as customers. We see them as
our friends. Stop by and see John at Justra's Body
Shop for all your auto body and paint needs.

= Down Draft Bake Booth
A‘I‘;LI‘ |

2806 Fox Run Pkwy
Yankton, SD 57078
(605) 665-3929

= Paintless Dent Repair

= Insurance Work

= Frame Straightening

= Restoration Work

= Glass Installation

= Lifetime Paint Warranty
= Loaner Car Available
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Seattle 23 35 397 8 Kansas City at Cincinnati, 6:10 Concord, N.C. (Kurt Busch) 11. Mark Martin, 1,711 PITTSBURGH PIRATES—

NBA Finals

Thursday, June 3

L.A. Lakers 102, Boston 89
Sunday, June 6

Boston 103, L.A. Lakers 94
Tuesday, June 8

L.A. Lakers 91, Boston 84, Los
Angeles leads series 2-1
Thursday, June 10

L.A. Lakers at Boston, 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 13

L.A. Lakers at Boston, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15

x-Boston at L.A. Lakers, 8 p.m.
Thursday, June 17

x-Boston at L.A. Lakers, 8 p.m.

NHL Finals

Saturday, May 29

Chicago 6, Philadelphia 5
Monday, May 31

Chicago 2, Philadelphia 1
Wednesday, June 2

Philadelphia 4, Chicago 3, OT
Friday, June 4

Philadelphia 5, Chicago 3
Sunday, June 6

Chicago 7, Philadelphia 4
Wednesday, June 9

Chicago 4, Philadelphia 3, OT,
Chicago wins series 4-2

The WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENGCE
L Pct
Atlanta 7 2 118 —
Connecticut 5 2 714 1
Indiana 5 3 625 1172
Washington 4 4 500 2172
Chicago 4 5 444 3
New York 3 4 429 3
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L Pt GB
Seattle 8§ 1 889 —
Tulsa 3 4 429 4
Phoenix 3 5 375 4172
San Antonio 2 5 286 5
Los Angeles 2 6 250 5172
Minnesota 2 7 222 6

Tuesday’s Games
New York 85, Chicago 70
Los Angeles 92, Phoenix 91
Thursday’s Game
Minnesota at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

ML Soccer
EASTERN CONFERENGCE
L T Pts GF GA
Columbus 6 2 3 21 16 M
New York 7 5 0 21 14 16
Toronto FC 5 4 2 17 15 14
Chicago 3 3 5 14 16 16
NewEngland 3 7 2 11 13 20
KansasCity 2 5 3 9 9 13
Philadelphia 2 6 1 7 11 19
D.C. 2.8 1 7 72
WESTERN CONFERENCE

W L TPs GF GA
LosAngeles 10 1 2 32 22 4
Real SaltLake 7 3 2 23 22 11
Colorado 6 3 2 20 13 9
San Jose 5 4 2 17 15 14
Houston 5 7 1 16 18 19
FC Dallas 3 2 6 15 13 11
Seattle 4 5 3 15 12 14
ChivasUSA 3 8 1 10 13 18

NOTE: Three points for victory,
one point for tie.
Wednesday’s Games
Chicago 2, Colorado 2, tie
Real Salt Lake 1, Los Angeles 0
Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia at Kansas City, 7
p.m.
D.C. United at Seattle FC, 9 p.m.
Friday, June 25
San Jose at Real Salt Lake, 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 26
Los Angeles at Toronto FC, 6:30
p.m.
D.C. United at Columbus, 6:30

p.m.
New York at Kansas City, 7:30
p.m.
Colorado at Houston, 7:30 p.m.
FC Dallas at Chivas USA, 9:30
p.m.
Sunday, June 27
Seattle FC at Philadelphia, 2 p.m.
Chicago at New England, 6 p.m.

American League

East Division
W L Pt GB
Tampa Bay 39 20 661 —
New York 37 22 627 2
Boston 35 26 574 5
Toronto 33 27 550 612
Baltimore 16 43 27 23
Central Division
W L GB
Minnesota 35 24 593 —
Detroit 30 28 517 4172
Chicago 25 33 431 9172
Kansas City 24 36 400 11172
Cleveland 22 36 .379121/2
West Division
W L Pt GB
Texas 31 27 53 —
Los Angeles 32 29 525 12
Oakland 31 29 517 1

Tuesday’s Games
Boston 3, Cleveland 2
N.Y. Yankees 12, Baltimore 7
Tampa Bay 9, Toronto 0
Texas 7, Seattle 1
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Minnesota 7, Kansas City 3
Oakland 10, L.A. Angels 1
Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 11, Boston 0
N.Y. Yankees 4, Baltimore 2
Tampa Bay 10, Toronto 1
Seattle at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Chicago White Sox 15, Detroit 3
Minnesota 6, Kansas City 2
L.A. Angels at Oakland, 10:05

p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Detroit (Scherzer 2-5) at Chicago
White Sox (Danks 4-5), 1:05 p.m.

L.A. Angels (E.Santana 6-3) at
Oakland (Cahill 4-2), 2:35 p.m.

Boston (Lester 7-2) at Cleveland
(Talbot 7-4), 6:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (A.J.Burnett 6-3) at
Baltimore (Arrieta 0-0), 6:05 p.m.

Toronto (Cecil 6-2) at Tampa Bay
(W.Davis 5-5), 6:10 p.m.

Seattle (Rowland-Smith 0-4) at
Texas (Tom.Hunter 1-0), 7:05 p.m.

Kansas City (Chen 2-0) at
Minnesota (S.Baker 5-4), 7:10 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Chicago White Sox at Chicago
Cubs, 1:20 p.m.

Houston at N.Y. Yankees, 6:05
p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Baltimore, 6:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh at Detroit, 6:05 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 6:05

p.m.
Florida at Tampa Bay, 6:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Cincinnati, 6:10

.m.

Philadelphia at Boston, 6:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at Milwaukee, 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.
Seattle at San Diego, 9:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers, 9:10
Oakland at San Francisco, 9:15

p.m.

National League

East Division

L Pt GB

Atlanta 34 25 576 —
Philadelphia 31 26 544 2
New York 31 27 534 212
Washington 29 31 483 512
Florida 28 31 475 6

Central Division

W L Pt GB

Cincinnati 34 26 567 —
St. Louis 33 26 559 12
Chicago 26 32 448 7
Milwaukee 24 34 414 9
Houston 23 36 .390101/2
Pittsburgh 23 36 .390101/2

West Division

w Pct GB

Los Angeles 3% 24 593 —
San Diego 34 24 586 172
San Francisco 32 26 552 212
Colorado 30 28 517 412
Arizona 23 36 390 12

Tuesday’s Games
Philadelphia 10, Florida 8
Washington 5, Pittsburgh 2
N.Y. Mets 2, San Diego 1, 11
innings
San Francisco 3, Cincinnati 0
Milwaukee 3, Chicago Cubs 2
Houston 4, Colorado 3
Atlanta 7, Arizona 5
L.A. Dodgers 1, St. Louis 0
Wednesday’s Games
Washington 7, Pittsburgh 5
Florida at Philadelphia, ppd., rain
Cincinnati 6, San Francisco 3
San Diego at New York, ppd., rain
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee, 8:10
p.m.
Houston at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.
Atlanta at Arizona, 9:40 p.m.
St. Louis at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10

p.m.
Thursday’s Games

San Francisco (Wellemeyer 3-5)
at Cincinnati (Leake 5-0), 11:35 a.m.

San Diego (Garland 6-3) at N.Y.
Mets (Niese 2-2), 12:10 p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Dempster 4-5) at
Milwaukee (Bush 1-5), 1:10 p.m.

Houston (Oswalt 3-8) at Colorado
(J.Chacin 3-4), 2:10 p.m.

Atlanta (Hanson 6-3) at Arizona
(Willis 1-0), 2:40 p.m.

Florida (Ani.Sanchez 5-3) at
Philadelphia (Moyer 6-5), 6:05 p.m.

Pittsburgh  (Duke 3-6) at
Washington (L.Hernandez 4-3), 6:05
p.m.
Friday’s Games

Chicago White Sox at Chicago
Cubs, 1:20 p.m.

Houston at N.Y. Yankees, 6:05
p.m.
N.Y. Mets at Baltimore, 6:05 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 6:05 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 6:05

p.m.
Florida at Tampa Bay, 6:10 p.m.

HUSKERS
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is a perception in Nebraska that Texas wields too much

influence on league policies.

“We certainly don’t have anything against anybody
in the Big 12,” Osborne said on the Husker Sports
Network. “This decision is not going to be based on ani-
mosity or petty jealousy. | mean, you're talking about
something that could maintain for the next 75 or 100
years. This is a big deal in terms of the University of
Nebraska (and) this is a big deal in view of many other

institutions.”

Former Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer, a coaching
rival of Osborne’s in the 1970s and '80s and longtime
friend, said hearing Nebraska and the Big Ten in the
same sentence doesn’t sound right.

Switzer told The Associated Press he doesn’t envy
Osborne having to play a major role in the possible
destruction of the Big 12, which evolved from the old
Big Eight and Southwest Conference.

“I'm sure it weighs heavily on Tom,” Switzer said. “I
hate to think we would lose what we have and what we
built for so long. Finances are a factor, and sometimes
you have to give up tradition for finances.”

McClurg said the Big 12 has been a good fit for
Nebraska but the Big Ten, if it extends an invitation,
could be better. It would greatly expand the school’s
reach and could mean far more money for the school’s

athletic programs.

“We have to seriously evaluate any opportunity that
comes our way,” McClurg said, “because everybody

else is doing that.”

The university said Wednesday night that members
of the regents’ executive committee held a conference
call to discuss the agenda for Friday’s meeting.

“No action was taken during today’s conference
call,” the statement said, “and none will be taken prior

to Friday’s meeting.”

p.m.
Philadelphia at Boston, 6:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Minnesota, 7:10 p.m.
Texas at Milwaukee, 7:10 p.m.
Toronto at Colorado, 8:10 p.m.

St. Louis at Arizona, 8:40 p.m.
Seattle at San Diego, 9:05 p.m.
L.A. Angels at L.A. Dodgers, 9:10

p.m.
Oakland at San Francisco, 9:15
p.m.

Auto Racing

NASCAR SPRINT CUP

May 1 — Heath Calhoun 400,
Richmond, Va. (Kyle Busch)

May 8 — Southern
Darlington, S.C. (Denny Hamlin)

May 16 — Autism Speaks 400,
Dover, Del. (Kyle Busch)

May 22 — x-Sprint Showdown,
Concord, N.C. (Martin Truex Jr.)

May 22 — x-NASCAR Sprint All-
Star Race, Concord, N.C. (Kurt Busch)

500,

June 6 — Gillette Fusion ProGlide
500, Long Pond, Pa. (Denny Hamlin)

June 13 — Heluva Good! Sour
Cream Dips 400, Brooklyn, Mich.

June 20 — Toyota/Save Mart 350,
Sonoma, Calif.

June 27 — Lenox Industrial Tools
301, Loudon, N.H.

July 3 — Coke Zero 400 Powered
By Coca-Cola, Daytona Beach, Fla.

July 10 — LifeLock.com 400,
Joliet, lll.

July 25 —
Indianapolis

Brickyard 400,

X-non-points race
2010 Driver Standings
. Kevin Harvick, 2,063
. Kyle Busch, 2,044
. Denny Hamlin, 1,927
. Matt Kenseth, 1,893
. Kurt Busch, 1,881

. Jeff Gordon, 1,827
. Jeff Burton, 1,803
. Carl Edwards, 1,729

12. Clint Bowyer, 1,686

13. Tony Stewart, 1,685

14. Ryan Newman, 1,668

15. Martin Truex Jr., 1,621

16. Dale Earnhardt Jr., 1,599
17. Joey Logano, 1,585

18. Jamie McMurray, 1,576

19. David Reutimann, 1,540
20. Juan Pablo Montoya, 1,513

Transactions

BASEBALL
American League

TEXAS RANGERS—Agreed to
terms with OF Jake Skole and C Kellin
Deglan.

TORONTO  BLUE  JAYS—
Activated RHP Jesse Litsch from the
60-day DL. Optioned LHP Rommie
Lewis to Las Vegas (PCL). National
League

CHICAGO CUBS—Recalled INF
Chad Tracy from lowa (PCL). Placed
INF Aramis Ramirez on the 15-day DL,

Recalled RHP Brad Lincoln and OF
Jose Tabata from Indianapolis (IL).
Optioned 1B  Jeff Clement to
Indianapolis.
FOOTBALL

National Football League

DENVER BRONCOS—Signed
CB Perrish Cox.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Signed
DE Dexter Davis, TE Jameson Konz,
DT Barrett Moen and DE Will Tukuafu.
Released TE Michael Allan, WR
Patrick Carter, LB Kevin Dixon and S
Quinton Teal.

ST. LOUIS RAMS—Announced
the retirement of WR Isaac Bruce.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS—
Re-signed C Tomas Kana to a one-
year contract.

PHOENIX COYOTES—Re-
signed LW Scottie Upshall to a one-
year contract.

May 30 — Coca-Cola 600,

1
2
3
4
5
6. Jimmie Johnson, 1,849
7
8
9
1

0. Greg Biffle, 1,727

retroactive to June 8.

Stras-Mania Overload Following Rookie’s 14K Debut

WASHINGTON (AP) — The base-
ball world rubbed its eyes
Wednesday morning, shook its
head and thought: “Did that really
happen?”

Restaurants in the nation’s capi-
tal started renaming menu items
after a certain young pitcher,
including one place that is now
serving a “Strasburger” with 14
pickles — one for each strikeout.

In Cleveland, where the sequel
plays on Sunday, the box office had
arun on tickets — 3,000 sold in less
than 24 hours.

And, yes — no foolin’ — the
topic was even raised on the floor
of the U.S. Senate.

Baseball has an overnight sen-
sation. His name is Stephen
Strasburg.

“We can only hope and pray
that his arm holds up,” Senate
Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell said during an exchange
with Democrat Harry Reid of
Nevada, “and that he has the kind
of career that everyone is anticipat-
ing. There was literally electricity
in the air. It was an exciting event,
and it was great to be there.”

“Really, for Washington —
which has been so starved for a
good athletic team of some kind —

it was nice,” Reid responded.

Bipartisanship! Strasburg’s not
only good for the Washington
Nationals, he’s apparently a boon
to the whole country.

A day earlier, last year’s overall
No. 1 draft pick, pitching before a
stading-room-only crowd and
seemingly oblivious to the incredi-
ble hype, had one of the best pitch-
ing debuts in major league history.
He struck out 14, walked none, hit
100 mph on the stadium radar gun
and thoroughly embarrassed the
Pittsburgh Pirates over seven
innings Tuesday night in a 5-2 victo-
ry.

“l think everybody in baseball
watched him yesterday,”
Milwaukee Brewers slugger Corey
Hart said before his team’s game
against the Chicago Cubs. “I think
it's impressive just because you
obviously watch him pitch and he’s
really good, but to be able to over-
come everything that was on his
shoulders. ... That’s a lot of pres-
sure, and he was able to overcome
it.”

But if you ask Strasburg himself,
he hardly noticed the fuss. Sure,
the 21-year-old from San Diego rel-
ished the fact that he was achieving
his dream of pitching in the majors

and was moved when he saw his
father shed a tear or two for the
first time, but he otherwise
shrugged off the glare the same
way he dismissed the Pittsburgh
hitters.

“I'try and stick away from all the
media stuff, so I really don’t know
what you're referring to,” he said
Wednesday when asked about the
national attention he was getting.

How did he celebrate last night?

“Just went home,” he told
reporters. “You guys kept me here
till midnight. I needed some sleep.”

Is he watching TV?

“Quite a bit. I used to watch
"SportsCenter’ all the time. Now
there’s just too much to watch, so
I'm trying to find new channels to
watch. When you come here every
day, it can be pretty wearing at
times. It’s nice to get away now and
then and kind of relax and not think
about baseball.”

Strasburg continues to exude
both humility and extreme confi-
dence. He actually said with a
straight face: “Hopefully, I can keep
my spot up here for a long time to
come.” And he pointed out
Tuesday night that “not all games
are going to be like this.”

MLB
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RAYS 10, BLUE JAYS 1: ST. PETERS-
BURG, Fla. (AP) — David Price became the
AL’s first nine-game winner, backed by three
Tampa Bay home runs, and the Rays beat the
Toronto Blue Jays.

Dioner Navarro, Ben Zobrist and Carlos
Pena hit solo shots for the Rays, who have
won the first two games of a three-game set
to take their ninth consecutive series from
Toronto. Sean Rodriguez had three hits and
three RBIs.

Price (9-2) allowed one run and four hits
in six innings with five walks and four strike-
outs. The left-hander has won all three of his
starts this season against the Blue Jays, giv-
ing up three runs — one earned — over 23
innings.

Shaun Marcum (5-3) lasted just four
innings, giving up seven runs and 10 hits.

WHITE SOX 15, TIGERS 3: CHICAGO
(AP) — Ramon Castro and Brent Lillibridge

hit three-run homers and the Chicago White
Sox, after critical comments by general man-
ager Ken Williams, routed the Detroit Tigers.

Castro connected in a seven-run fourth
inning and Lillibridge’s pinch-hit shot came in
a seven-run eighth. Alexei Ramirez also
homered and Omar Vizquel had three hits and
drove in three runs.

Freddy Garcia (6-3) improved to 18-6
lifetime against the Tigers.

The win made the White Sox 25-33 over-
all. Before the game, Williams said: “Some
changes need to take place. | don’t know
what and | don’t know when but some
changes need to take place.”

Rick Porcello (4-6) allowed a season-
high eight runs on eight hits in 3 1-3 innings,
his shortest start of the season.

YANKEES 4, ORIOLES 2: BALTIMORE
(AP) — CC Sabathia allowed two runs over
seven innings in another winning effort
against the Baltimore Orioles, and Robinson
Cano contributed three hits for the New York
Yankees.

The Yankees bounced back from an early
2-0 deficit to win their 10th straight against
Baltimore. The Yankees are 10-1 against the
Orioles this season and have outscored them
65-29.

Sabathia (6-3) defeated Baltimore for the

second time in a week. The left-hander is 13-
1 lifetime against the Orioles, including four
wins this season.

Joba Chamberlain worked the eighth and
Mariano Rivera got three outs for his 14th
save.

Cano went 3 for 4 to increase his major-
league hit total to 88 and up his AL-leading
batting average to .376.

The Orioles have lost 12 of 13. Chris
Tillman (0-2) went six innings.

RANGERS 12, MARINERS 2: ARLING-
TON, Texas (AP) — Josh Hamilton homered
and drove in three runs, C.J. Wilson pitched
seven effective innings and the Texas Rangers
beat the Seattle Mariners.

Hamilton’s two-run shot keyed a six-run
burst in the second inning against lan Snell
(0-5). The Rangers are 7-2 against the
Mariners this season.

Hamilton has three homers and 10 RBIs
in his last six games.

Michael Young homered and Viadimir
Guerrero added three hits for Texas. Seattle
has lost five of six.

Wilson (5-3) took advantage of the early
run support. He overcome a shaky first
inning, and allowed two runs and four hits
overall.

CUP
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Just when it appeared the Flyers
season was over, Scott Hartnell
squeezed out another clutch goal.

With the offense revved into
desperation mode, Hartnell was
leveled by Toews right in front of
the crease as he knocked a loose
puck in to make it 3-3 with 3:59 left
in the third.

He raised his arms while flat on
his back.

Knocked down, never out.

The Flyers faithful turned their
white towels into rally symbols
only moments after they could
have been used for surrender.

The fans politely applauded
when the game was over, but the
few thousand who stuck around
booed as the Blackhawks took their
turns hoisting the silver trophy. A
few hundred Blackhawks fans went
wild as the team took a picture with
the Cup.

The Blackhawks could almost
taste the champagne at the end of
the second period. They ruthlessly
attacked the Flyers and it paid off
with  two  should-have-been-
stopped goals against Leighton.

Leighton, who had been flaw-
less at home this postseason,
couldn’t come up with two crucial
saves and that helped put Chicago
in the driver’s seat.

Andrew Ladd, an injury scratch
the first three games, deflected
Niklas Hjalmarsson'’s slap shot from

the circle with 2:17 left in the sec-
ond. That made it 3-2 and nearly
stood as the winner

His goal followed Patrick
Sharp’s soft wrister that scooted
under Leighton’s left skate to tie it a
2 midway through the period.
Sharp’s 11th goal of the postseason
came during a 4-on-4.

Niemi was barely tested.

Daniel Briere beat him for a 2-1
lead when he came streaking down
the right side and went high glove
side off a crisp pass from Ville
Leino with 12 minutes left.

There were 40 goals scored in
the first five games, the most for a
finals since 1981. This one was a
goalie’s duel early with only a
power-play goal from each team in
the first period.

Chicago pounded Leighton from
all angles and were outshooting the
Flyers 14-3 at one point late in the
first.

Chris Pronger, who had one of
the worst playoff performances of
his career in Game 5 (minus-5), was
penalized twice in the first. His
antagonistic actions came after a
day after he was the subject of an
unflattering picture of him in a skirt
in the Chicago Tribune.

Pronger’s penalty for high stick-
ing was still being announced when
Byfuglien popped out to face the
net and one-time a pass from Toews
past Leighton with 3:11 left.

Amazingly, the Flyers didn’t
even attempt a shot on their first
two power-play chances. The spe-
cial teams unit that had been so
effective during their first Stanley
Cup finals run since 1997 had sud-
denly gone dry.

That is, until Hartnell bailed
them out.

He backhanded the puck
through Niemi’s legs — he couldn’t
even get his pads on it — with 26.5
seconds left to tie the game.
Hartnell barked at the Blackhawks
and a home crowd on edge sudden-
ly roared back to life.

The Flyers simply ran out of
comebacks.

This Flyers team has mastered
the art of the comeback, starting all
the way back on the last day of the
regular season when a shootout
win clinched a playoff spot. It
became the third team in NHL his-
tory to win a series after losing the
first three games when it eliminat-
ed Boston in the Eastern
Conference semifinals, and evened
the Stanley Cup at 2-all after losing
the first two games at Chicago.

It wasn’t enough and the Flyers
are looking for their first Stanley
Cup since winning consecutive
championships in 1974 and 1975.

NOTES: The Flyers have lost
their last six Stanley Cup finals
appearances. ... The Flyers finished
9-2 at home in the postseason.
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