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Afghan President Won’t Allow NATO Airstrikes

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Angered by civilian casualties,
Afghan President Hamid Karzai said Tuesday he will no longer
allow NATO airstrikes on houses, issuing his strongest statement
yet against attacks that the military alliance says are vital to its war
on Taliban insurgents.

NATO countered that airstrikes on houses are essential and will
continue, setting up a possible confrontation with Karzai.

The president’s remarks followed a recent strike that mistakenly
killed a group of children and women in southern Helmand
province. Karzai declared it would be the last.

“From this moment, airstrikes on the houses of people are not
allowed,” Karzai told reporters in Kabul.

Ordering airstrikes is a command decision in Afghanistan. A
NATO spokeswoman there, Maj. Sunset Belinsky, insisted they
would continue.

High Court Rules US Muslim Can’t Sue Ashcroft

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court on Tuesday threw
out damage claims against former Attorney General John Ashcroft
over an American Muslim’s arrest, but four justices said the case
raises serious questions about post-9/11 detentions under a federal
law intended to make sure witnesses testify.

The justices were unanimous, 8-0, in holding that Ashcroft can-
not be personally sued over his role in the arrest of Abdullah al-
Kidd in 2003. The court sets a high bar for suing high-ranking
officials, and all the justices agreed al-Kidd did not meet it, even
though he was never charged with a crime or called to testify in the
terrorism-related trial for which he ostensibly was needed.

AlKidd contended that his arrest under the material witness
statute had a more sinister motive that violated his constitutional
rights — federal authorities suspected him of ties to terrorism but
lacked evidence that he committed or was planning a crime. And,
he said, Ashcroft blessed the use of the law in the days after the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks to take suspected terrorists off the street.

A five-justice majority absolved Ashcroft of any wrongdoing.
“We hold ... that Ashcroft did not violate al-Kidd’s Fourth Amend-
ment rights,” Justice Antonin Scalia said in his majority opinion.
The five justices in the majority on this aspect of the decision are
all Republican appointees.

GOP Presidential Field Remains Unsettled

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sarah Palin draws crowds with her hide-
and-seek bus tour. Michele Bachmann says Palin’s plans won't dis-
suade her from her likely presidential bid. lowa GOP activists travel
to New Jersey to implore Gov. Chris Christie to run, and Texas Gov.
Rick Perry weighs a campaign.

The Republican presidential field is far less settled than it
seemed just a week ago, and it shows few signs of jelling soon.

With campaigning off to a slow start in early-voting states, half a
dozen potential candidates are mulling whether to jump in. So keen
is the interest, among journalists at least, that two news helicop-
ters tracked Palin’s East Coast bus trip to Philadelphia on Tuesday.

The stepped-up interest follows decisions by three prominent
Republicans — Haley Barbour, Mike Huckabee and Mitch Daniels
— to forgo a campaign, making the field less crowded than some
had expected.

Meanwhile, GOP activists don’t appear ready to start narrowing
their choices just yet. They seem unconcerned that an important
lowa straw poll is 74 days away and President Barack Obama’s re-
election team is setting up shop in dozens of states.

Edwards, Prosecutors Argue Over Cover-Up

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former presidential candidate John Ed-
wards and federal prosecutors are arguing over whether funds
used to cover up his extramarital affair were campaign contribu-
tions or just gifts from his longtime friends.

An indictment of the 2004 Democratic vice presidential nominee
appeared near, but some people on both sides were still hoping
Tuesday for a last-minute deal for Edwards to plead guilty to a ne-
gotiated charge.

So far Edwards has refused to admit to felony charges that
would likely cost him his law license, according to people with
knowledge of the negotiations who spoke on a condition of
anonymity because they are supposed to be private. Edwards has
said he hopes that once this case is behind him he can revive his
legal career, specializing in helping the victims of poverty he cham-
pioned on the campaign trail.

But the approach of a federal indictment could heighten his de-
sire to stave off a trial that would give wide exposure to sordid de-
tails of his affair, the daughter he initially disavowed as his, the
vast sums of money that flowed to keep the affair secret and other
unflattering tales from inside his campaign. Public airing of those
accounts could further damage a reputation he hopes to revive and
could bring more pain to his children, who have already endured
public scrutiny of their father’s infidelity and their mother’s recent
death.

The prosecutors have decided after a two-year investigation
that the hundreds of thousands of dollars that two Edwards donors
gave to help keep his mistress in hiding were contributions that
should have been reported publicly by his campaign fund because
they aided his bid for the 2008 presidential nomination.

Republicans Question Gov’t Lunch Rules

WASHINGTON (AP) — House Republicans are pushing back
against Obama administration efforts to promote healthier
lunches, saying the Agriculture Department should rewrite rules it
issued in January that would make school meals healthier. Republi-
cans say the rules are too costly.

The legislation is expected to be approved by the House Appro-
priations Committee Tuesday.

The bill also questions a government proposal to curb market-
ing of unhealthy foods to children and urges the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to limit rules requiring calorie counts be posted on
menus.

The overall spending bill would cut billions from USDA and FDA
budgets, including for domestic feeding programs and international
food aid.

Chris Crawford, a spokesman for Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee Chairman Jack Kingston, a Georgia Republican, said
that Republicans are concerned with the cost of many of the
Obama administration proposals and that the proposals may be
overregulation.
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Mladic Awaits Trial At UN Prison

BY MIKE CORDER AND DUSAN STOJANOVIC
Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands — Former Bosn-
ian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic
was placed in a U.N. detention unit Tuesday
to await trial on genocide charges, 16 years
after he was indicted in the killing of 8,000
Muslim men and boys in the worst massacre
of civilians in Europe since World War II.

War crimes tribunal spokeswoman Nerma
Jelacic said tribunal staff were handing
Mladic his indictment and explaining the
rules and procedures to him before placing
him in an isolation cell for the night. She said
isolation is standard for new arrivals at the
prison.

Mladic also was being given a list of de-
fense lawyers who could help him through
the initial proceedings of the war crimes
court. He would be examined by a doctor and
receive any treatment he may need before
the end of the day, Jelacic said.

It was unclear when Mladic will appear in
court for an initial appearance, but it must be
within a few days. The chief prosecutor and
top tribunal official scheduled a news confer-
ence for noon (1000GMT) Wednesday.

When he appears in court Mladic will be
asked to formally confirm his identity and
enter a plea to each of the charges against
him. He also will be asked whether he has
any complaints about the arrangements in
the prison.

Like his old ally and political boss
Radovan Karadzic three years ago, Mladic
may decline to plead to the charges at his

first appearance, instead opting to delay a
formal response by up to a month. Karadzic’s
trial, which resumed Tuesday after a two-
month recess, is still in its early stages.

Mladic has said he does not recognize the
authority of the U.N. tribunal.

Mladic was extradited from Belgrade on a
Serbian government executive jet earlier
Tuesday, following his capture last Thursday
at the home of a relative in a Serbian village.
Judges in Belgrade rejected his appeal to
delay his transfer on grounds of ill health,
and the Serbian justice minister authorized
his handover to U.N. officials in The Hague.

After the two hour flight, he was driven to
the prison from Rotterdam airport in a con-
voy of black vehicles with flashing blue lights
and an escort of two police helicopters.

In Belgrade, Justice Minister Snezana Mal-
ovic said the handover marked the fulfillment
of Serbia’s “international and moral obliga-
tion.”

“Mladic is charged with the most serious
crimes against humanity and the most seri-
ous violations of international humanitarian
law,” she said.

Mladic faces charges of genocide and
other war crimes for atrocities committed by
Serb troops under his command during
Bosnia’s 1992-95 war, including the notorious
Srebrenica massacre in July of 1995 and the
44-month siege of the capital, Sarajevo.

Mladic’s extradition brought a satisfied re-
sponse from war victims.

“This means a lot to the victims of geno-
cide,” said Munira Subasic, head of the Sara-
jevo-based Association of Srebrenica

Massacre Survivors.

“Mladic has left and we believe that the
evil will speak out of him and that he will tell
the truth,” Subasic said.

In Bosnia, Serb nationalists staged demon-
strations in support of Mladic, some carrying
banners that said: “The eagle is gone but the
nest remains.”

Mladic attorney Milos Saljic visited him in
his jail cell in the early afternoon and said the
former general was crying and very emo-
tional during what he called a farewell visit
by his wife and sister. They brought him a big
suitcase with clothing he will need in The
Hague, Saljic said.

Mladic had spent 16 years on the run.
When he was caught leaving his relative’s
house for an early morning walk he was look-
ing worn, disheveled and much older than his
popular wartime image. He was said to have
suffered at least two strokes.

Earlier Tuesday, Mladic was briefly re-
leased from his jail cell, traveling in a secret
high-security armored convoy to a suburban
cemetery where he visited the grave of his
daughter.

At the black marble grave, Mladic left a
burning candle and a small white bouquet of
flowers with a red rose in the middle.

“We didn’t announce his visit to the grave
because it is his private thing and because it
represented a security risk,” deputy war
crimes prosecutor Bruno Vekaric said. “The
whole operation lasted for exactly 22 minutes
and passed without a glitch. He was at the
grave for a few minutes. I've been told that he
reacted emotionally.”
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Severity Of Europe E. Coli Outbreak Stuns Experts

BY DAVID RISING
AND MARIA CHENG
Associated Press

BERLIN — The foodborne bac-
terial outbreak that has hit Ger-
many and other European
nations is unlike anything West-
ern experts have seen: 16 dead
and more than 1,000 sick, includ-
ing nearly 400 suffering severe
and potentially fatal symptoms.
But several days into the health
threat, scientists remain unsure
what produce — and what coun-
try — is responsible.

Investigators across Europe
were frantically trying to deter-
mine the scope of the contamina-
tion by an unusual strain of the
common E. coli germ — and
where in the long journey from
farm to grocery store the con-
tamination occurred. German au-

thorities pointed to a few cucum-
bers from Spain, but further tests
showed that those vegetables,
while contaminated, did not
cause the outbreak.

In Germany, where the vast
majority of deaths and severe ill-
nesses have been reported, offi-
cials said that investigations
including interviews with pa-
tients have shown that people
were likely infected by eating raw
cucumbers, tomatoes or lettuce.
They are warning consumers to
avoid those vegetables, and Rus-
sia went so far as to ban imports
of those vegetables from Spain or
Germany.

In its most severe form, the in-
fection can attack the kidneys,
sometimes causing seizures,
strokes and comas.

It’s “extraordinary” to see so
many cases of the kidney compli-

cation from a foodborne illness,
said Dr. Robert Tauxe, a food-
borne disease expert at the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“There has not been such an
outbreak before that we know of
in the history of public health,”
Tauxe said.

He added that the strain of E.
coli in the European outbreak
has not been seen previously in
the United States. The CDC said
two cases have been reported in
the U.S., and that both people
had recently traveled to Ham-
burg, Germany, where many of
the infections occurred. The
agency did not say what states
the two people are in, but said it
was working with state health de-
partments to learn more about
the cases and identify others.

There have been several high-

profile foodborne outbreaks in
the U.S. in recent years, but none
with such a high death toll.
There’s little precedent in Eu-
rope, either. In 1996, an E. coli
outbreak in the United Kingdom
caused 216 cases and 11 deaths.

The CDC said two cases from
the latest outbreak have been re-
ported in the U.S., and that both
people had recently traveled to
Hamburg, Germany, where many
of the infections occurred. The
agency did not say what states
the two people are in, but said it
was working with state health de-
partments to learn more about
the cases and identify others.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said 86 percent of those sick-
ened were adults, and two-thirds
were women. [t said it was un-
usual that more children weren't
affected.

Cities That Weathered Housing Bust Now Suffering

BY DEREK KRAVITZ
AND ALEX VEIGA
AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON — Even cities
that weathered the housing mar-
ket crash with relatively little
damage are suffering now.

Severe price declines have
spread to Dallas, Denver, Min-
neapolis and Cleveland, which
had mostly withstood the bust in
housing since 2006. The damage
has now gone well beyond cities
hit hardest by unemployment and
foreclosures, such as Phoenix and
Las Vegas.

“We didn’t enjoy the highs and
the lows like other cities,” said

Kay Weeks, a Realtor with Ebby
Halliday in Dallas, where prices
fell nearly 1 percent in March and
are expected to keep falling. “But
when we get bad news nationally,
people take notice and cut back
on spending and buying homes.”
Home prices in big metro
areas have sunk to their lowest
since 2002, the Standard &
Poor’s/Case-Shiller 20-city
monthly index showed Tuesday.
Since the bubble burst in 2006,
prices have fallen more than they
did during the Great Depression.
The index, which covers metro
areas that include about 70 per-
cent of U.S. households, is up-
dated every quarter and provides

a three-month average. The
March data is the latest available.

Foreclosures have forced
prices down so much that some
middle-class neighborhoods have
turned into lower-income areas
within months.

Prices are expected to keep
falling until the glut of foreclo-
sures for sale is reduced, compa-
nies start hiring in greater force,
banks ease lending rules and
more people think it makes sense
again to buy a house. In some
markets, that could take years.

The latest report points to a
“double dip in home prices across
much of the nation,” said David
Blitzer, chairman of the Index

Committee at Standard & Poor’s.

Prices fell from February to
March in 18 of the metro areas
tracked by the Standard &
Poor’s/Case-Shiller index. And
prices in a dozen markets have
reached their lowest points since
the housing bubble burst in late
2006.

The overall index fell for the
eighth straight month and has
dropped 3.6 percent in the past
year. Prices had risen last sum-
mer, fueled by a temporary fed-
eral homebuying tax credit. But
they've tumbled 7 percent since
then. After adjusting for inflation,
the home-price index has sunk to
the level of 1999.
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