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Mo. River Tops 1993 Levels In Several Places

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — The Missouri River is already higher than
it was during the 1993 flood in much of Nebraska and lowa, and the

water is still rising.

The river is expected to crest next week 5 to 7 feet above flood
stage in Nebraska and lowa. And the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
says the water will remain at that high level at least into August.

River gauges show the water was already quite high on Friday.

The river was at 33.3 feet in Sioux City, lowa. That’s above the

27.3-foot crest recorded in 1993.

At Blair, Neb., the river was already at 30.2 feet. That’s higher

than the 27.4-foot peak in 1993.

Omaha was at 31.1 feet. That’s more than the 30.3-foot crest

recorded in 1993.

Midcontinent Communications Expanding

SIOUX FALLS (AP) — South Dakota-based Midcontinent Commu-
nications is buying the Minnesota and Wisconsin cable systems of
New Jersey-based US Cable, which serve about 33,000 customers.

Midcontinent President and Chief Executive Officer Pat
McAdaragh says the networks are within 100 miles of one another
and will be connected, expanding Midcontinent’s reach eastward.

Terms weren't disclosed. The deal is expected to close in late
September, pending regulatory approval.

Midcontinent serves customers in 240 communities in South
Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota.

Plattsmouth To Dump Wastewater In River

PLATTSMOUTH, Neb. (AP) — Plattsmouth is planning to begin
dumping its wastewater into the Missouri River because flooding
has damaged some of the southeast Nebraska city’s sewer mains.

The Nebraska Department of Emergency Management an-
nounced the decision Friday afternoon, so people are being warned
to stay out of the Missouri River floodwaters.

Plattsmouth officials say the city’s wastewater treatment plant
will be taken out of service. If needed, raw sewage will be pumped
from sanitary sewer manholes into the Missouri River.

Lincoln Woman Convicted Of Biting Man’s Ear

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A Lincoln woman who claimed self-de-
fense has been convicted of biting off part of man’s ear during a

fracas at a birthday party.

KOLN-TV in Lincoln says a Lancaster County jury on Friday
found 22-year-old Anna Godfrey guilty of first-degree assault. Sen-
tencing is set for July 25. She faces the possibility of prison time.

Lincoln police say Godfrey was at a party in April 2010 and got
into an argument with a group of people. She claimed a man had
her in a choke hold and she bit him so he would let go before she
passed out. Police say she bit the man because he called her fat.

PRESS&DAKOTAN

Saturday, 6.11.11
ON THE WEB: www.yankton.net
NEWS DEPARTMENT: news@yankton.net

Mighty Missouri Puts On A Show

BY CHET BROKAW
Associated Press

PIERRE — As a younger man,
Jean Ries used to fish the shoreline
of the Missouri River near Pierre,
trying for walleye and the other
fish that make the area a favorite
with anglers. The river back then
was far more sedate than the sight
the 93-year-old this week traveled
for three hours to see: a raging,
thundering torrent pouring
through the Oahe Dam at a rate
that rivals Niagara Falls.

“This is unbelievable,” Ries said
as he marveled at the water gush-
ing from the rarely used emergency
outlet tubes. Ries said the close-up
view of the racing, foaming, spray-
ing water was worth the ride from
his home in Sioux Falls and his
slow walk from a nearby parking
lot aided by a wheeled walker.

“I'm really impressed,” Ries
said. “I can’t imagine how much
water is coming out of this.”

The display at Oahe, and at
other dams along the swollen Mis-
souri, is drawing hundreds of sight-
seers keen to see and photograph

control.

the unprecedented spectacle.
The fast water is a result of
heavy rains last month in
Wyoming, eastern Montana and
western North Dakota and South

Dakota. The rain, plus heavy snow-
pack beginning to melt in the
Rocky Mountains, has the Army
Corps of Engineers increasing
water releases through the six Mis-

Nebraska Supreme Court Vacates Man’s

MARGERY A. BECK
Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — A Columbus
man convicted of fourth-offense
drunken driving has had part of his
sentence vacated and will get a
new sentencing hearing under an
opinion released Friday by the Ne-
braska Supreme Court.

Eleazar Oceguera Jr., 31, was
sentenced last year to seven to 15
years in prison for the enhanced
DUI conviction and another year

and eight months to five years for
fleeing police to avoid arrest.

Court documents show that
Oceguera’s latest troubles began
when a Colfax County Sheriff’s
deputy spotted him driving errati-
cally on U.S. Highway 30 near
Columbus on New Year’s Day in
2010. When the deputy attempted
to pull Oceguera over, Oceguera
fled, leading the deputy on a high-
speed chase.

Oceguera eventually stopped
his car and fled on foot, but was
quickly caught by deputies. They

said Oceguera failed a field sobri-
ety test and that a preliminary
breath test showed he had a blood
alcohol level nearly twice the legal
amount of .08. Oceguera refused a
blood test.

Oceguera was originally
charged with fifth-offense DUI and
seven other offenses. But as part of
a deal with prosecutors, Oceguera
pleaded guilty to fourth-offense
DUI and fleeing to avoid arrest,
with the other charges dropped.

Colfax County District Judge
Mary Gilbride found that Oceguera

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
Thousands of people have flocked to Gavins Point Dam near Yankton
to see the record discharges at the spillway. This photo was shot June
4; the crowds were so heavy that Corps officials needed to do traffic

Deficit

From Page 1

have ranked as the highest ever
for a full year. Instead, this year’s
deficit will likely exceed last year’s
$1.29 trillion imbalance and nearly
match the $1.41 trillion record
reached in 2009. The budget year
ends on Sept. 30.

For May, the monthly deficit
was $57.6 billion. That compared
to $135.9 billion deficit for the
same month last year. But much of
that improvement came from a
$45 billion write down in the esti-
mated cost of the financial bailout
program.

The latest Treasury report
does show that more people are
working and paying taxes this
budget year, a positive sign. Gov-
ernment revenues have totaled
$1.48 trillion for the eight months
ended in May, a 10.3 percent in-
crease over the same stretch in
the previous budget year.

Still, government outlays to-

taled $2.41 trillion through May.
And one of the fastest growing
parts of the budget is the interest
on the national debt. That rose
13.6 percent to total $165.3 billion.

The government is at risk of de-
faulting on those debt payments.
That would likely happen if Con-
%ress fails to raise the nation’s

14.3 trillion borrowing limit by
early August. A default on the debt
would rattle markets and send in-
terest rates soaring, making mort-
gages and other consumer loans
more expensive.

The increase in the debt limit is
being held up by Republicans,
who want President Barack
Obama and Democrats to first
agree to deep spending cuts equal
in size.

A Washington Post-ABC News
poll showed that a large majority
of Americans believe the country
could suffer serious harm if Con-
gress fails to broaden the govern-
ment’s borrowing authority. But
barely half of those polled said
they support such an increase.

The White House and Democ-
rats want to trim the deficit
through spending cuts and also by
ending tax cuts for the wealthy,

which were first passed when
President George W. Bush was in
office and later extended by
Obama.

Republicans reject that ap-
proach, saying it amounts to a tax
increase. Their plan would focus
exclusively on cutting spending.
They have also proposed further
tax cuts for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans.

The government had a surplus
of $127 billion in 2001, the year
President Bush took office. It was
grolected to run surpluses totaling

5.6 trillion over the next decade.

But by 2002, the country was
back in the red. The deficits grew
after Bush won approval for broad
tax cuts, pushed a major drug ben-
efit program for seniors — which
wasn't offset with revenue to pay
for it — and the invasions of Iraq
and Afghanistan were launched.

In 2008, Bush’s last full year in
office, the deficit had grown to
$454.8 billion, a record at the time.
And when the economy soured, it
jumped into the $1 trillion-plus
range.

The Bush administration
pushed a $700 billion bailout pro-
gram in 2008 to rescue the nation’s
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banks, financial firms and au-
tomakers. The following year, the
Obama administration continued
the bailouts and also backed a
$787 hillion stimulus program to
boost the economy.

Higher spending for unemploy-
ment insurance and food stamps,
and the sharp contraction in tax
revenues, also widened the deficit.
And it grew even more this year
after Obama and congressional Re-
publicans signed off on a deal that
extended the Bush tax cuts for two
years and also reduced Social Se-
curity payroll taxes for one year.

The estimated losses from the
financial bailout have been shrink-
ing. The administration now proj-
ects those losses will total $48
billion, down from an estimate of
$341 billion two years ago.
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souri River dams to get rid of water
as quickly as possible. Temporary
levees have been built to protect
Pierre, the capital city, and Fort
Pierre.

At Oahe Dam, 5 miles upstream
from Pierre, water is flowing
through the power plant and the
emergency outlet tubes at a record
150,000 cubic feet a second, or
slightly more than 1.1 million gal-
lons every second. That’s about 1
1/2 times the average daytime flow
rate over Niagara Falls in the sum-
mer tourism season.

In normal times, the power
plant can handle all the water that
needs to be moved through Oahe
Dam. But now, about two-thirds of
the release at Oahe is flowing at 42
mph through the mile-long, 19.5-
foot diameter emergency outlet
tubes that run under the giant
earthen dam and bypass the power
generators, said Eric Stasch, opera-
tions manager at the dam.

This year is only the third since
the dam was completed nearly five
decades ago that the outlet tubes
have been used, and the first time
all six have been opened, he said.

DUI Sentence

entered his pleas knowingly and
voluntarily. She later sentenced
him based on three certified copies
presented by prosecutors of prior
convictions, and Oceguera did not
object during the hearing to the
use of those copies to enhance his
sentence.
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